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TO 
His Highneſs 
THE,» 


Moſt Hluſtrio us Prince 


STIR 


H E great - Incouragement 

Your  Hiateick gave to the 

Firſt Part of my Roman 

Hiſtory, by reading it with Delight 

and Improvement, makes me pre- 
ſume, that this will not be unac- 
ceptable : Eſpecially ſince it con- 
tains ſuch Varicty of extraordinary 
Examples, fit for the Inſtruction of 
| Rog ſuch Miracles of Vertue, 
ey 2 A 2 as 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


as wcll as Prodigies of Vice; and | 
ſuch amazing Conlequences of both, | 
as arc ſcarcely to be found in any 


_ other Hiſtory. | Of all 'thoſe Empe- , 


rors that I preſent to Your High: | 
ncfs, the greater Part muſt be ac- | 
knowledg'd to have been notori- 
ouſly culpa ble both in their Go- 
vernmcnts and their Morals ; and F 
of thoſe Fcerty which compoſe the | 
Body cf this Hiſtory, Twenty Seven | 
WCrc brought co unnatural Deaths. | 
Yer theſe will afford matter of great | 
Caution and Inſtruction to young 
Princes; their Misfortunes being : 
almoſt all ow1ng to their own Miſ. 1 


MAanagcmcnts ; their devoting them- # 
ſ\lvecs to the dazhing Charms of | 
Rule and Empire ; and their giving R 
a full Looſe to their exorbitant Paſ- ! 
fions, and infatiable Appetites. By $ 
theſe Examples Your Highneſs may 2 
[-arn the deplorable and fatal Miſ: 7 
|; 7 » J 
chicts cf a boundleſs ' Tyranny ; 3 
what Flames it raiſcs on Earth, and. ? 
what Puniſhments ic draws down! [ 
from 
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_ The Epiſtle Dedicatory.- 


] from Heaven. By theſe may be diff 
| cover d various Steps of the divine 
ZProvidence purſuing the Tyrants 
Iwith inevitable Vengeance, and Cha- 
Iſtifing them and their Progery* with 
I the extreameſt Miferics and Calami- 
Irics : And tho' they ſometimes were 
| for awhile triumphant in their enor- 
Jmous Procecdings, yet al! their 
Power and Authority cou d not pre- 
| ſerve them from the Hatred of their 
I Subjects, or from the Treaſons of 
I their grcateſt Confidents, and moſt 
Joblig'd Favourites ; nor cou'd all 
Itheir numerous Forces ſecure them 
}from violent and unnatural Deaths ; 
Iwhich were often accompany d with 
Jche moſt barbarous and ignomini- 
zous Uſage; ſomerimes with the Ex- 
Jtirpation of their whole Race and 
?Families, and ever with - the utter 


Y IRuin of their Fame and Memory 
 3zto all ſucceeding Generations. 


A3 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


On the contrary, Your Highnef | 
will find that the Reigns of the } 
good | Emperors and Governours, | 
ſach as Auguſtus, Veſpafian, Titus, | 
Frajan, and the two Antonimes, WCLC: | 
conſtantly attended with the great-: | 
eſt Proſperity and Felicity : Their ; 
Actions were Noble and Succeſs- | 
ful ; their Deaths Natural and Glo- | 
rious ; and their Memorics fo dear | 
and preCious co their Subyects, that | 
they cou'd not refrain from Idoh- } 
ZINg and Placing theſe Princes in a * 
Rank above all other Mortals. 1 
And tho', when the Empigg de- | 
clin'd, and became almoſt 4 cura- } 
bly corrupted by ill Princes and } 
Tyrants, Heaven permitted two or | 
Gees of the good Emperors, namc- * 
Iy :iMlexandar; Gordian, and Probus, 
co fall by the irreclaimable Inſo- E 
Ience of the Soldiers : Yet this 1s 4 
{till very obſervable, that tho* by} 
Reaſon of wicked Predecefſors, and 8 
ſuch Accidents as rarcly happen = q 
LCF 


The Epiſtle Dedicutory, 


| the World, theſe few good: Princes: 


were brought to untimely Ends; 


7 yet we find, not- one of the bad 


Emperors that eſcapd ; unleſs we 


# may cxcept Sewers , whoſe noble 
q Service to the State and Govern- 
; ment, exempts him, in a great 

_# meaſure, trom that Namc and 

1 Rank. 


Theſe axe Conliderations of the 
higheſt Importance to the Happi- 
neſs of a Prince and his Subjects ; 
and therefore, I hope they may 
vindicate my Prcſumprion in offer- 
ing . this Book to Your Highneſs's 
Parronage ; which, norwithſtand- 
ing I wou *d not have attempted, 
without particular Leave and In- 
couragement. Your Highneſs has 
made a Progreſs far above Your 
Age, 1n Litcrattire and Humanty ; 
and thoſe extraordinary Improve- 
ments have raisd the Nation's 
Hopes, and given 1t a nughty 
Expcctation and Satisfaction. And 

& $::: that 


T be Epiſtle Dedicatory. 7 
that Your Highneſs's RE | | 
may continually anſwer theſe pro- | ? 
miſing BATS, 1s undoubtedly 
che Prayers of all good Men, and | 


can be no leſs of Him, who 1s, with | 
all poſible Reſpect, ; 


Your Highneſs's, 
moſt obedient and 


devoted Servant, 


Laurence Echard, 


2 YN the Writing of this ſecond Volume, 
1 had all the Way ſome Regard to! 
that young Prince to whom it is De- 
aicated ; yet I took ſuch particular Care, that 
it might be of the ſame general Uſe with. 
the firſt Part, and have endeavour d, as 
much as poſſible, to make it of a Piece 
with that. As the firſt was a Series of 
727 Nears, to the compleat Eſtabliſhment 
of the Roman Empire ; jo this is a Series 
of 355 Nears from thence, to the Remo- 
val of | the Imperial Seat, which was. a prin- 
cipal Cauſe of its Rume ; and carry d down 
m the ſame Manner and Method, fo far as. 
was conſiſtent with the Subjett and Materi- 
als. In this T have alſo interwoven ſome 
Ecclefiaſtical Affairs, ſuch as the ten gene- . 
ral Perſecutions of the Church, and ſome 


other Matters, which are not Foreign, but 
make 


The Preface. 


make up a Material Part -of the” Romar | 
Hiſtory. 

The Authors T us d for the Compoſme f | 
this Piece, were principally Dion-Caſlius, 7 
Joſephus , Eufebins , etodian , £0 E 
Zozimus, among the Greeks; and Taci 
rus, Sueronius, thoſe Authors calld The E 
Augultz Scriptores , . and ſeveral' Epi- 3 
tomizers, ſuch as Florus, Laxtus, Victor, ? 
and Eutropius, among the Latines. Out 
of theſe and ſome others, Þ have made _ as 
Regular a Story as cond tha” 1 {ome- 
times met with great Dagculties, by Reſon 
of the Courſeneſs and Sterility of many Parts 
of ' my Materials, which together with the 
Strangeneſs of the $ ubject, have often ob- 
lig'd- me to «deſcend from the Quality of a 
Hiſtorian to. that of a Biographer. The 
Retens of fome of the Emperors were ſo mon- 
ftrouſl Wicked, and ſo extravazantly Incon- 
ſiſtent, that it was very hard to treat them 
either with Detencyor Gravity : And for this 
Suetonins and the Auguſtine Writers have 
been juſtly blam'd,-for mixing too much Lewd: 
neſs 4s well as Meanneſsi in their Writings. 1 


have likewiſe examin'd ſeveral Modern 4u- 
thor's 


The- Preface. 

thors of this "Kmd, and bave male we. of \ 
them; when/oever 'Þ judg d them for the Be-\ 
nefit. 'of '»my \ Reader ; ad of thefe. Þ ans 
moſt" obl; 'd to Pedio Mexta,'a\Spanifle 
Aathor,, tons fince $ranſ(ated onto 009 "Tongue. 
But 1 have not had any Advantage from the 
French Hiſtorians, nor made any uſe of them, 

tho' T1 am inform'd that ſome have writ very 
finely and ingeniouſly upon this SubjefF : And 
this was partly by Reaſon of my Mnskullful- 
neſs in their Language, and partly my bemg 
unacquainted with their lax and diffuſive Way 
of Writmg Hiſtory. 

As to the Stile, TI have endeavour d to make 
it plain and intelligible, and withal grave and 
nerpons;-free from mean andlow Expre, 
as well as too many Flouriſhes : And tho 
believe that it is generally more corre&Þ and 
pure , than the firſt Impreſſion of the other 
Parts, yet I dare not pronounce it Faultleſs. 
Nor bad IT time to beſtow my utmoſt. Pains 
pon it in all Places, eſpeciaily towards the 
latter End. 

T will not detam the Reader any wr, 
but only entreat his Pardon for ſmall Er- 
rors -atd Faults, if be finds any; jor the 


gr eateſt 


The Preface. 


greateſt part of this Book 'was writ in an ob- 
ſeure Place, where 1 labour d under many 


Inconveniencies, both as to Books 'and Oppor- Þ} - 
tunities of Studying. However T doubt not © 

but it will Merit as favourable a _—_ 
as the former Part. : 
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| Roman Hiſtory. 
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From the as a Settlement of the Empire 
by Augultus, to the End of the Twelve 
CASARS. 


Contaming the ſpace of 121 lears. 
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CHAP: 


From the full Settlement of the Roman Em- 
pire, to the Death of Auguſtus; in whoſe 
Reign the State and Form of the Empire was 
in its greateſt Perfection. 

Containing the ſpace of near 4x Tears. 
8) JO 1% 
q I. HE Afﬀairs of Rowe were never in 
Condition, than at the time when 


Auguſtus Ceſar took upon him the 
fole Adminiſtration of the Government ; whether 


C3 


Do- 


a more peaceable and flouriſhing 


it be conſider'd in relation to Foreign Wars or 
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The Roman Hiſtory. Book 1. 


Domeſtick Troubles. As the Temple of Fanzr 
was ftill kept ſhut, fo the Soldiers chief Concern 
was the reaping the Fruits of their former Con- 
queſts; and as all private Pretenſions to Govern- 
ment were excluded by this New Settlement, fo 
the ſecret Practices and ambitious Deſigns'of par- 
ticular Perſons, which of late Years had miſerably 
harraſs'd, and almoſt ruin'd the State, were now 
wholly cruſh'd and ſtifled. And to compleat the 
Happineſs of Rome, Auguſtzs himſelf made it his 
principal Care and Imployment to maintain this 
Peace, and to gain the Hearts and Aﬀections of 
the People, which were now made his Subjects 
by Conſent; as before they had been by Con- 
ſtraint ; without which he cou'd not with any Se- 
curity *have preſerv'd his Authority intire. This 
Love and Eſteem which he endeavour'd to gain, 
manifeſtly diſplay'd it ſelf ſhortly after his being 
nam'd Auguſtas, in the Senate's. giving him the 
Title of Father of has Country, in theſe Words ; The 
Senate, by the unanimous Conſent and Concurrence of the 
People of Rome, /alutes You Czlar Auguſtus, with 
the Title of Pater Patriz, wiſhing all manner of Pro- 
ſperity to You and Your Family; and in ſo doing, they 
wiſh perpetual Felicity to the Commonwealth. Fo 
which hearty Salutation the Emperor reply*d,with 
the utmoſt Marks. of Satisfaction, That now he was 
become Maſter of his greateſt Wiſhes ; and what prin- 
cipally remain'd for him was to implcre the Aſſiſtance 
of the Immortal Gods to make him a true Father of 
his Country, and to continue him in their Love and 
Afections to the laſt Moment of his Life. The ince- 
rity of this Anſwer was more fully confirm'd by 
Time ; for in all his Publick Cares and Actions 
the general Good of his Country was manifeſtly 


his principal Aim. | 
His 


Chap. I, AUGUSFUS IL © 
His firſt Concern'was to eſtabliſh the Religion 
of the State as he found it,, and whatever Changes 
he. made in other Publick Matters, he was ſtill 
careful to avoid making any .in this; well conſi- 
dering how. tender .a Point that, was, and how - 
dangerous Thich” Alterations might prove in an uns 


 fertl'd Empice. In Matters of Civil Government 


and Common Right, he Reform'd many ancient 
Laws, and 'Enacted ſeveral New.; ,yet he acted 
not wholly by his own Pleaſure, bur propounded 
many Things to be Debated in Publick, that if 
any diſapprovd of *em, they might be Alter'd and 
Corretted. He delir'd all to declare their Opini- 
ons with the utmoſt Freedom and Openneſs, and 
afrer hearing and weighing their Reaſons, he 
wou'd act as he thought *em moſt cogent ; but he 
more particularly defir'd to be advis'd by the Con- 
ſuls, or his Collegue, if he himſelf bore that Of- 
fice ; all which manner of Proceeding made him 


ſtill more highly efteem'd and beloy'd. ' Of the 
other Magiftrares he' made choice'of one out of 


8 each ſort, and our of the Senate fifteen, which 


were ele&ed by Suffrage, and were conſticuted for 
ſix Months to be his Councellors; ' that by this 
Means he might ſeem to communicate his De- 
ſigns to the reſt. He brought many things of 
"Nay Note before the whole Senate ; bur in At- 
airs of the higheſt Tmportance he often thought it 
moſt proper to confult a few ſeleX Perſons of the 
greateſt Wiſdom and Underſtanding., He fome- 
times call'd theſe Perſons to decide Cauſes ; tho” 
the Senate canſtantly heard fome patticular Mat- 
ters, and likewiſe gave Anſwer to. the Ambaſla- 
dors of Kingdoms and other States as formerly. 
Tho' the Comitia or Aſſemblies of the People were 
ſometimes held, yer nothing of Importance was 
there acted contrary: to the Pleaſure of the Em- 
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eror.: He ,permitted - the Tribunes, to intercede 


for the People, but not. to preferr or hinder any 
puts and ;without .this- | particular Reſtraint he 


new that the common fort wou'd never ſuffer 


r 


i S 1 Jew? C34; In Sik. Ay Fopf% # bd L244 Fa 
him. to ſit ſecurely. in his Throne. He partly no- 


5 


minated Magiſtrates himſelf, and left others to | 

be created” by mig People; till taking Care that | 

no unworthy Perſons advanc'd themſelves by any | 
e 


« ; 2 h 12 $719 s . bo nd $4 - , 
indire& Practices. . And this was the general courle 
of fuguſtus's Adminiſtration of the Government; 


no Prince in the World being more Judicious in 


the complying with his People, or. more skilful in 
the preſerving his Authority. _ 


His prudent, Bearing with ſeveral Afﬀeonts, and 


his diſcreet Backwardnefs in pupiſhing many Cri- 
minals, was_ very remarkable ; being always the 
Effects of a;molt mature Judgment, and a pro- 
found Capacity. He ſomerimes. freely Pardon'd 
many. great Perſons, whom the Senate had Con- 
demn'd, and that out of Policy as well as Cle- 


mency ; Jjudiciouſly conceiving, . that the bare 


Queſtioning of Men of the. higheſt Rank, wou'd 


produce as much, Terror, tho' ic argu'd not ſo 
much Rigour, as the Puniſhment of *em. And | 


when ever the Extremity of the Law was us'd, it 
was. in Matters of the higheſt Importance and 


reateſt Neceflity ; and. that to ſettle a general | 


Tranquility, and a more firm . Happinels, He 
was juſtly ſenſible, ,that he had ſtill many Ene- 


mies,. bath upon the account of his former Con- | 


teſts, as well,"as -his preſent- Authority ; therefore 


he che more, readily embrac'd. the Advice of his 3 
Friend Mecanas, Newer to be concern'd at what was | 


argue 


— 


ſpoken againſt him : For, added he, sf their Accuſa- | 
Hons be true, be ought rather to correct himſelf than re- | 
ſtrain others ; "if. falſe, the contempt of ſuch Diſcourſes | 
word deſtroy the Belief of 'em 5 but a Concern wou'd | 
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om; and put it in the Pawer .of tbe 
wileſt Perſon to. difurb bis Repoſe. This Rule: was 


exactly obſetv'd Þy Auguſtus, as. a Perſon » whoſe 


« 1 $ k L \G> l q ; Fl ” ON apt 
Title and Authority was not yet well, ripen'd and 


ir 


ſtrengchen'd by Time, His: great Kindneſs, and 
Z Civility to Anthony's Party prov, a firm SpPAre 
e. he 


to his own Intereſt ; and rhe greater,  becau 
had given ſuch Publick Demonſtrations of ;his 
Favour to 'em, by adding Places of Truſt and 


Honours to his Pardons. . HisKindnefs and Boun- 
ty to the generality of the People was no1lels. re- 


markable ; for many of the Commons, who, were 


= —_ LT hdd i:i},g . 'Y 
in. a declining condition he generally reliey'd : 


And when, ſeveral of jem had made. him Heir to 
their Goods and Eſtates, he, immediately. reſtor'd 
all to the Children of ,the Deceaſed,, intimating, 
That 0 good, Father ever appointed any, Prince of hzs 
Heir but a Tyrant... Which generous Action Ihew'd 


» 


this Emperor to be, as true a Guardian to Orphans, 
as a Father. to his, Country. 


, c i " 


But the principal Care of Auguſtus was to ſatisfy 
| r: them, conſtant and 
faithful upon all Exigencies. . A, conſiderable num- 
ber of which he difbers'd all abouc 1aly, in thirty 


two Colonies, as. well for the Defence of. the 


Mt | 


Country, ba Fj their more ſpeedy, reaſſembling, 


if Occaſion ſhou'd require it. ; Abroad among,the 
Frontier Provinces were;maintain'd at the charge 


of the, Publick, twenty. five Legions with their 


Auxiliaries, ſeventeen ,of which were in Europe ; 
namely, ; eight about. the, Rhine, Four about the 


= Danube, three in;Spein,. and two.in Dalmatia; the 
7 other eight were, half in 4/a, and half .in 4frica ; 
= namely, . four about the Euphrates and. tae Eaftern 


Apoyincey ewo-in Egypr, and two in the Province 
of Carthage. Theſe were for ſome Ages. with lit- 


.tle Alcerations conſtantly maintain'd in Times of 
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" Tiber, and at Ariminum. 


Peace, amounting to, 170650. Men, reckoning 
6160 Foot 'and' 726 Horſe! in each Legion ; -all 
Which were paid with the utmoſt Care and Ex- 
-a&tneſs, their Annual Wages amounting to near 
fix Millions of our Money, beſides plentiful Pro- 
viſions of Corn, and the Stipends of Officers. . But 
-nigh the City of Rome were always lodg d twelve 
Cohorts, confifting of about 10000 Men, nine of 
"which were call'd Prearorimn, and the other three 
"Urbane ;' and theſe were eftabliſh'd under a double 
"Notion, the Guard of the Emperor's Perſon, and 


"the Safety and Securicy of the Ciry. Beſides thefe 


numerous 'ahd well difciplin'd Forces by Land, 
Auguſtus alſo kept up two, large and powerful 


'Fleets at Sea ; the one riding art; Anchor near R4- 


wema in the ypper Sea, to command and defend 
Dalmatia, Greece,” Crete, Cyprus, Afia, with” the 
Eaſtern Provinces; the other at Miſemm in the 
Tower Sea, to awe-and protect Gaul, Spain, Africk, 


: and the Weſter Parts. Bit this was not the ſole 


uſe of theſe two Navies, but, were deſign'd like- 
wiſe to ſcour the Seas of all Pirates ; to ſerve for 
Convoys to the Tributes, Cuſtoms, and Impoſts, 
upon all Occafions ;,' and to tranſport. Corn, and 
other Proviſions neceſſary for the Subſiſtence and 


\Relief of the City. Auguſtus was no leſs careful 


in Re-peopling ray, which he joyn'd to Cis-Al- 
pine Gau!, and" brought twenty eight Colonies in- 
ro it, having been much enfeebled and exhauſted 
of Men by the-late Civil Wars. - He at the ſame 


time took much care about the publick High-ways, 


and finding *em exir:amly negledted of late Years, 
he left fome of *em to be repair'd by certain Sena- 


tors, at their 'own proper Charges, and under- 


took the Via Flaminia himſelf; tor which Work, 
Statues were erected to him on the Bridge of the 


Thus 


— 
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Chap. I. AUGUSTUS IL 


Thus carefully was Auguſtus employ d for the 
ewo'firlt Years of his new Adminiftration ; and it 
might: have been reaſonably expected, that the 
Wiſdom of his Inſtitutions, and the Mildneſs of 
his Government, ihou d have prevented all Re- 
volts and Inſurretions in the Conquer'd Goun- 
tries.:: But ſo prevailing is the Love of Libercy, 
that in theſe proſperous Times he was alarm'd 
with News of Britain being full of Sedition, part 
of Spain up in Arms, and Gzzl prepar'd for an 
Inſurre&tion. All which he judg'd a ſufficient 
Cauſe to open the Temple of Fans, which he 
did; after it had been ſhut near five-Years ; and 
for the better Eſtabliſhment of all Afﬀeairs, he left 
Rome :himfelf and departed for Gaul with all ne- 
cellary Expedition, There the Britiſh Ambaſla- 
dors, by their fair Promiſes, prevented his palling 
over thither z and the Gawls, by their Submiſfton, 
ſhorten'd his ſtay in their Country ; ſo that his 
principal Buſineſs was to Chatitiſe the Inſolency 
of the! Spaniards , eſpecially the. Cantabrians and 
Aſturians, who now. had made great Devaſtations, 
and. done. much Damage to the Roman Allies. 
Auguſtus, at his Arrival, found 'em Beſieging of a 
conſiderable Town, which he in a ſhort time Re- 
liev'd: After which he divided his Army into three 
Parts, and ſurrounded the whole Country of the 


Camtabrians, who had obftinately reſiſted the Ro- 


mans for many Years. Having diſcover'd the 
Way to ſurprize 'em in their Mountainous Coun- 
try, he prefſs'd forward with great Vigour and Se- 
verity, till they were conſtrain'd to retire to one 
of their higheſt Mountains, with their Wives and 
Children, and all their beſt Effe&s, where they 
ſtrongly fortify'd themſelves againſt any Attempt 
that cou'd be made againſt *em. 
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' The Romans finding it extreamly hazzardous to 


Attack ſo Warlike and Obſtinate a People in ſuch: 


an advantageous Poſt, declin'd following 'em; but 
with great Expedition built many Forts, and ſe- 


curely block'd up all the Paſſages and Avenues to' 


the Mountain, with a Deſign toftarve *em. Yet 


ſuch was the Hardineſs and Reſolution of: this: 
People, that inſtead of Yielding,' they 1endur'd; 
all the imaginable: Miſcries of Want and-Famine,. 
Mothers killing their own Children, andthe: | 
Young Men ſlaying the Old, and devouring their 


Fleſh to ſuſtain the Neceflities of Nature. This 


Evil occaſion'd another as fatal, which was a ſharp: 
and violent Diſcord among themſelves, ſome be-. 


ing refolv'd to Yield, and others to Oppoſe; the 
zormer alledging, The abſolute Neceſſity of Jamdrring 


at laſt, and the latter, The Honour of dyins brawely: 
with their Swords in their Hands. This dangerous» 


Contention ſo far increas'd, that the Cantabrians 


at laſt forc'd out x0000 of the Afturians with their; 


Wives and Children; who deſcending by the 'Ro- 
man Forts, begg'd of the Romans, with Floods of 


Fears, and 'the moit moving Arguments imagi-- 


nable, To make 'em Slaves, and to give 'em any Su- 


fenance to ſave 'em from Periſhing. But the Em- 


preſs's Son Tiberias, then one of Auguſtas's Lieu- 
tenants , - woud not permit "em. to be receiv'd), 


that he might finiſh the whole: War with: leſs 
Bloodihed. And when theſe miſerable People: 


found themſelves thus depriv'd of all Hopes 'and 


Thoughts of Relief, they- immediately pounded; 


a Venomous Herb, and poyſon'd themſelves” on- 
ly the Young-Men, by ' a' way+more ſuitable to: 
their Employments, and' agreeable to- their Pro- 
tetfions, Kijl'd themſelves by running-upon each 
others Swords. | | [-D HO 32k 


In 
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. In-a-ſhort. time! after; the; Remainder of the, 
Eneiny;: tothe. "Number: ,of.. 23090, came. down; - 
in a: deplorable Mariner, and Fielded themſclyes/ 

to the Mercy, and Diſcretion of [the Rewans, who; 

ſeleted 10000 of the Strongeſt .t@; lerve inthe, 
Wars /againſt the) 4f4rians, the -reſþ,being ſold by 
Troops, and; ſent |to Places remate-;from- theig; 
own \Country.:;;Of 10000 that were all.diſacm'd;. 
many of *em !reſemed ir ſo extremely,..that, they; 
kilfd'themſelves with-cheir own Hands;eſteeming;, 
their. Lives: of .no-. Value 'akeer» tHe Loſs. of. their: 
Liberties, and Arms. : Auguſt4s being then» in.thole; 
Parts, permitted the Soldiers of - his Guatd.of Spas) 


niards to depart into. Gaul with large Preſents, and: 


Privilege to enter 'in-Rank-amiong the: Rowan Le-, 
gions,: He built' Saragoſa,. and ſeveral other Pla- 
ces of.-Note, which -he:fall'd with ſtreng Garniſogs; 
to-prevent. the Infurrections of the Crioibuctad: 
afterwards, heibuilt/a large Stone: Bridge over the) 
great: River: Germ ii Then ſhortly after. having: 
overthrown the Gorn/c;, Aflocidtts:to:rthe'i Afiurics, 
aus,). taken their City, | and-putall | che-Inhabitfnts; 
to: the. Sword's the taarch'd againſt the; Aſtmrions: 
themſelyes; who ! being \environd ,an all. Pars 
burnt; ſtabb'd, and: poyſon'd:therhſelves; together; 


witt!a:great Number of their Ngighbaurs. Yer. 


there} remain'd many Partiesibf: fcatter'd ;People;; 
who in a ſhort. time gather'd-together from all 
Parts, and all at:once refolv'd:tot attack the Ro-: 
mans,'which they did-with'ſuch extraordinary/Re- 
ſolution / and':Obftinacy , 'that [nothing bur,.the/ 
Night could ſeparate 'em,. after very great Loites: 
on both Sides. \'Fhe:' next Morning they jdyn'd; 
with a | more dreadful' Eury. than before; and+ rhe... 
Battel continu'd: very ſharp and blaody till Night; 
at which time the; Romans! by their: extraordinary 
Diſcipline,” and with extreme Datfculty, IENGE 

the 
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the Victory, ' confelling, That they: never encounter'd 
ſuch fierce and cruel Enemies. Auguſtus having thus ' 
happily finiſh'd this War, buile ſeveral Places in 
thar Country, which afterwards were much-im- 
prov'd and enlarg'd. 
"This Year was as remarkable for ſeveral Wars 
in other Parts, as it had been for Revolts in Spain : 
Marcus Craſſus, one of Auguſtus's Fientenants'on the 
Danube, march'd into the Country of the Mefrans,. 
a fierce and ſavage People beyond Panomia and the. 
Danabe, who had never ſeen the' Romans. Upon: 
the Approach of the Enemies Artny; one of their 
Commanders came boldly up- tothe Front of -the | 
Roman Army, and: cry'd, Who” are you, that dare 
come to moleſt us ? The other reply-d,; We are Ro- 
mans, the Lords of Nations. It ſhallbe'ſo, an{wer'd 
the Maſian, if you 'overcome-us 52and . thereupon” 
made a Vow to ſacrifice to their Gods the: Entrails of 
ſuch Captains as they took of the Romans, and after- 
wards devour *em. | Notwithſtanding their Threats 
and their unufual Fierceneſs, they were ſoon pur 
to Flight, and afterwards ſubdu'd, with all thoſe. 
who had-joyn'd/ with *em. About the ſame-time 
Terentins Vazro, another of 'the Emperout's Lieu- 
tenants , ſubdu'd' the Salafſs, 'a'People' upon? the 
Alps, diſarm'd '*em, - gave * part'of itheir Territory 
to- the Pretorian Soldiers; and' there built a: Ciry 
call'd Auguſta Pretoria, now Aonſte. ' | Vincius at this: 
time -appeas'd. fome Troubles in Germany, and 
was very ſucceſsfull in ſeveral Places, by which 
Vidtories he obtain'd for Augufes the Title. of 
Imperator, an Honour he had: feveral Times re-. 
ceiv'd before. | Agrippa, whom Auguftus had juſtly 
advanc'd to- the higheſt Dignities,, was no leſs 
employ'd in the City. than others were. in the 
Provinces; adorning it with ſeveral Noble Stru- 
&ures at his own Charges, among the reſt .fi- 
| | niſhing 
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”7 


niſhing the Pantheon; a famous Temple, ſo nam'd Pantheon. 


from its many Images of the Gods, or from: its 
Arch'd Roof, which reſembl'd the Heavens. Au- 
guſeus at his Return ended the Year with the 
Marriage of Anthony's Daughter. Cleopatra/to Juba 
King of Mauritania, and with that of his own 


Daughter. Julia tor. Oftavia's Son! Marcellus , a Julia's firſt 


Youth of the higheſt Merits and, Accompliſh- 
ments. And now having finiſh'd all Wars, he 


ſhut up the Temple of Fanus a ſecond time, with- 7h: Twmple of 
3n lefs than a Year after/it had been open'd,- being Janus ſbut the 


Marriage, 
with Marcel- 


not very ambitious of new Conqueſts ; Tho'. du- ſecond time. 


ring the whole Courſe of his Government, he 
neglected no Wars that might be neceſſzry-or uſe- 
ful, yet he always left ſuch to Heroes as were pure- 
ly glorious. | 


IE: For a ſhort ſpace the whole Roman Empire 
continu'd in a profound Peace; and now Auguſtus 
entring upon his tenth'Gonſulſhip with Norbanus, 
the Senate by Oath approv'd of all his Ats; and 
after a Donative of about Twelve Crowns to each 


Citizen, the Senate gave him a greater Authority | 
than ever, making him wholly. free from the 


Power of the Laws. Many other things: were 
decreed in Honour of him ; and likewiſe, That 
his Nephew Marcellus, upon the account of his 
extraordinary Merits, ſhou'd take Place in the Se- 
nate among thoſe of the Pretoriau Rank, and that 
he might ſtand for. the Conſulſhip ten Years be- 
fore the Laws permitted him. And in favour of 
his Empreſſes Son Tiberius, it was ordain'd, That 
he might ſtand for any Office of Magiſtracy five 
Years before the uſual. Time; ſhortly after which, 
Marcellus was made eAdile,and Tiberius, Quaeſtor. In 
which Year eHius Gallus, Governour of eAgypt, 


by Auguſtns's Orders, to revenge ſome Afﬀeonts 


upon 


U. C. 
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upon the Arabians, pierc'd a conſiderable Way in- 
to their Country, under. the Guidance of Syllzus, a 
Noble 'Man of Arabia. This'caus'd the Temple 
of Fain; tobe open'd, after it had been ſhut lels 
than @ Year; but Gallus, having firſt overthrown 
the 'Sabzan; in Battel, and then Joſt the greateſt 


',''- Part of his Men in the Sandy 'Deſarts where -Syl- 


Wo 


--  toan intire Subjection. . 


which was 'expre 


{eus had treacherouſly led *em, was at laſt oblig'd 
70 retire. About the ſame time the Cantabrians in 
Spain -atid* their Neighbours revolted, and ſurpri- 
zing'a conſiderable Number of the Romans by a 
Stratagem; "they put 'em all to the Sword. But 
<Alius Lama,” Governour in thoſe Parts, ſufficient- 
ty-reveng'd their Deaths, laying all their Country 
waſte-with Fire and Sword-, ' and purſuing the 
Enemy fo vigorouſly, that he ſhortly reduc'd *em 


' The following Year the-Emperor being in his 
eleventh” Cenſulikip, fell” ifito 'a dangerous Di- 
ſtemper, in which Time he Teem'd to defign the 
PEE as Common-wealth ' once more into the 
Hands of "the Senate and People; which appear'd 
the more probable by his tiot naming a' Succeſſor, 
and' by his giving the'Senate'a Book..of all the 
"Towns, Provinces, Allies, Forces, Riches, and Cu- 
Foms. of the whole Roman Empire. When almolt 
all 'deſþair'd- of *his Life , -A»tonins Muſa reſtor'd 
him to his 'Health, to che great Satisfattion of the 
*People:, "who immediately. -erected a Statue to 
Muſs: 'The- Senate likewiſe* conferr'd great Hqg- 
nours upon him,- and in favour'of his Profeflion, 
gave Immunity to all. others who from that time 
Jhould*pradtice Phyick.” "At his Recovery there 
was: a general Joy ' throtighout rhe whole City, 
Sd by many publick' and, mag- 

Aificent -Shows ;- and many” Fathers upon "their 
zatli-Beds' commanded” their Childien'to carry 


£071 their 
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5 that from that.time: no Man ſhould be: put: to 
n 8 Death on ſuch Days as Angus: ſhou'd tnter/the 
t City ; ſo much and heartily was this greas Prince 
- | belov'd. Shortly. after , Auguſtus joyn'd |himſelf 
d | to Calpurnius Piſo.in. the Conſulſhip, a: Perſon of 
2 BW the Party of Pompey and Brutus. . After which he 
- Þ for a time retir'd himſelf in the Country, leaving 
a BW Lucius Seſtius his Deputy, a conſtant Friend ta 
t Brutus and his Memory ; - which impartial :Carris 
- || age ſo afteced the Senate, that they immediately : 
/ | gecreed him Perpetual Procorſul of the Roman Em- 
- | pice, and Tribune of the People, and gave:him Pow 
1 | er of aſſembling the Senate when he pleasd. In 
the mean time Marcellus, for whoſe Sake Agrippz 
5 | had gone into 4/a, by his: generous | and noble 
- & Behaviour in his 4#i/e-thip, gain'd himſelf much 
- | Love and Reputation. All the City. judg'd and 
- | hop'd that he ſhould ſucceed Auguſtus in the Em+ 
pire. ; but ſhortly after, this extraordinary promi- 
ſing Youth died, to the exceeding Grief of all 3 75, peark-of 
a Perſon of whom Virgil ſaid, That ; the Deſtimies Marcellas. 
had only ſhewn him to the World, and taken bim away, : 
lf Rome ſhoud have bad too much Vanity \for the 
| Poſſeſſion of ſo great a Bleſſmg. He had a Publick 
| Funeral, with many other Honours decreed him - 
and his Death was by ſome imputed to the Em- 
preſs Livia, the moſt exquiſite Projedreſs of her 
| Sex,. who was much diflatisty'd at his being: pre- 
7 ferr'd before her own Son Tiberius. | 
The next Year had 4. Marcellus and L. Aruntius 
for Conſuls, and was accompanied with fo many 
diſcouraging. Accidents, and fo great a Plague, 
that, the Lands of Taly were left untill'd. The 
| Commons 


# 


" WW Tz — 
Road [2877 7 00 arty Br TH ROE YR RG OR ID, ages «hc q * "4 2 i 
Moy , ts AS. 9 ar EB st  4IS Ss 
F . _ am ts arr _ heat ——_————— FRA <GTLS. : P w_ 


O l n rm þ ny Sp ng ot re n= IT 2 I IS a; - 
4 wo - - < = 2 20" or55 nk a EE, r ” —— Rn IN” 442-4 ON <8 5 
: ED — —_ ——_ —_ EE 5 —_— Tn  —_— —— RE 
tae ron Mo entre reno en re ann ——_— _ _— RY 


 <t -ony he 
n- _ 
pa <4 


CY Bos A Vos. crc 
_ an” art 
- PR "En 
- Pw 
ye a 6 


= Rv . 
mY 
" . A» 
poo On IIS 9 
De on 
- 


eres oye dee gr 
. 


hs $*- 
” =E Li 
——— __ 9 gy 
w pn pea eo "A 


The Roman Hiftory, Book I. 


Commons imagining theſe Calamities to have 


proceeded from the Want of Auguſtus's being Con- - 


ſul this Year, with great: Ardency requir'd the 
Senate to make him Di&ator, threatning to Fire 
the: Houſe, and there detain'd the Senators till 
they had decreed it. After which they all re- 
pair'd to Auguſtus, with twenty four Axes and 
Faſces, begging him to accept of the Difatorſhip, 


and to permit himſelf to be made Procurator of . 


Provitions, as Pompey had formerly been. He un- 
willingly accepted of the latter Imployment, and 
acted accordingly, but wou'd by no Perſwafions 
admit of the Di&atorſhip; and when he cou'd 'no 
otherwile fatisfie the People, he in a violent Paſ- 
ſion 'tore his Robes in their Preſence, wiſely de 
clining the. Envy and Danger of that Title, when 


he had already the Honour and Authority of ir- 


in moſt Caſes. He made the ſame Refuſal when 
they offer'd to create him perpetual Cenſor, nam- 
ing eAmilins Lepidus, and Munatins Plancus for that 
Office, who were the laſt Cex/ors of Private Per- 
ſons. And tho* they bore the Office, yer Au- 
guſtus ated in many things pertaining thereto. 


' In this Year he pur an end co ſome particular Aſ- 


ſemblies, and reform'd ſome others. He requir'd 
the Pretcrs, which not long before he had reduc'd 
to Ten, to take Care of the Celebration of all 
Publick Games ; yet ſtill that ſome Stipend ſhould 
be allow'd *em by the People. He likewiſe Or- 
dain'd, by a particular Edict, That none ſhou'd 
exhibic the ſhow of Gladiators, without Orders 
from the Senate, and then no oftner than twice 
a Year, nor with more than 120 Gladiators. To 
the Curule eAidiles he committed the Charge of 
extinguiſhing Fires, allowing 600 Slaves for that 
Service. And becauſe the Equites, and many Il- 
luftrious Women of late were accuftom'd to 
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Chap.I, AUGUSTUS 1L 


Dance. in the Orcheſtra at the Theatres, he order'd, 
That not only the Children of Senators, which 
before had been Prohibited ; | but. likewiſe that 
their Grand-Children,. and thoſe of the Equeſtrian 


Order, ſhou'd. be -reſtrain'd from ſuch Exerciſes 


for the future. 

In all theſe Matters Auguftus ſhew'd the Autho- 
rity of a Legiſlator and an Emperor ; but in o- 
thers he ſo - humbled himſelf, as even to plead 
for ſome of his Friends, who were cited to an- 
ſwer before the Publick, and to appear in Courts 


of Judicature like a Private Perſon. 1. Primzs, 


Governour of Macednia, having a. Day aflign'd 
him to anſwer for his making War with the O- 
drrſi, alledg'd it was by Orders from Augu/tas or 
Marcellus; whereupon Auguſtus, ſpontaneouſly en- 
ter'd into the Court, and being ask'd by the Pre- 
zor, whether he had given any ſuch Orders, de- 
nyd it. Upon which LI. Murena, who pleaded 
for Primus,. with great Boldneſs and Anger de- 
manded, What he did there, and who ſent fur him 
thither ? Auguſtus with as much Calmnels and Mo- 
deration reply'd, It was the Common-wealth. Which 
Deportment gain'd him much Eſteem, tho' many 
harbour'd ill Thoughts of him upon this Account; 
and ſome not only acquitted Primus, but likewiſe 
Conſpir'd againſt Auguſtus : The principal of 
which were Murena and Czpie, who ablenting 
themſelves, were baniſh'd by Decree, and after- 
wards put to Death. At the ſame time Auguſtus 
freely reſtor'd the Province of Gallia Narbonenſis 
and Cyprus to the People, as little needing the 
Protection of his Arms ; and thenceforth Pro- 
conſuls began to be ſent into thoſe Provinces. 
About this cime the Cantabrians and Afturians in 
Spain Revolting again, were in a ſhort time re- 
duc'd ; after which Augutus Dedicated a Temple 
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Julia's ſecond 


A#biopans' about | Byypr,' under'/Condut of ' their 
prear Queen Candace, waſted all the Country-as 
'far as the City*Elephantina ; where! when they uti- 
derſtood that C./Perronius, Governor of Ex ypr; was 
marching againſt *em, they endeavour'd*to make 
-their Redeh; but were intercepted: and defeated. 
"This Succeſs "occation'd Petronius to march into 
their Country, - where'he matiag'd the War with 
-great Advantage, taking, among others; the Roy- 
*al City Tanape, which after he had Demoliſh'd, 
and left a Garrifon in another City, he retreated 
-with the greateſt part of his Army, not being able 
to proceed by reaſon 'of ' the violent Heats and 
Mountains of Sand. Yet afterwards underſtand- 
ing, that the'Garrifon which' he had left behind 
him was *vigorouſly attack'd, he return'd with 
much Celerity' and Diligence and Reliev'd it; 
and jhortly after he conſtrain'd Candace to receive 


"Terms of Accommodation , returning with his - 


Army richly Laden with Booty to Alexandria. 
--- The following Year Auguſtus deſigning a Jour- 
ney through all the Eaſtern Provinces, the People 


of Rome fell into ſome Conteſts and Diſturbances 


| about the EleQting of Confuls ; » which gave the 
Emperor ſuch Trouble, that he found it neceſſary 
to create a new Magiſtrate to Govern the City, 
and to prevent theſe and the like Diſorders in his 
Abſence. He judg'd Agrippa to be the moſt pro- 
per Perſon for ſo great a Command, and topro- 
cure the more Reſpe&t and Authority, he causd 
him to Divorce his Wife,” tho' ſhe was his Siſter 
Otavia's Baughter, and to marry his own Dangh- 


Marriage with er Fulia ; Meco1as having before politickly {qg- 


Agrippa. 


geſted tohim, That ſince be already made Agrippa ſo 


* great and powerful,” he muſt*of meceſſity make lym bis 
- Son-in-Law, or take bis ay *» White 4efippa with 
_" the 
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Chap.I. AUGUSTUS I. +4 
the utmoſt Wiſdom and. Diligence was taking | 
Care of the City, Augn/tus, firſt ſettling the Affairs 
of Sicily, pals'd over into Greece, where he Ho- 
nour'd the; Lacedemonians with his Company, and 
ſhew'd "ent: pargicular Marks of his Favour, be- 
caule they Re ormenly harbour d-and entertain d 
Livia with her Husband .and Son when they fled 
out of Traly. From Greece he faif'd'to Sans, and 
there Winter'd.. In the Spring following when 
 Apuleius and Sillizs were Confuls, he crefs'd: over 
into-4fra, and:ſettled Aﬀairs in Birbyuiz, and other 
Provinces through which he paſs'd, with no lef 
Care and Diligence, than if they had belong'd 
to Himſelf, and not to the People. Upon his 
approaching nigh the Borders of Parihia, Phraortes, 
King of that Nation, out of Reſpe&t to his Per- 
ſon, and,Dread to his Arms, fent him all che Mi- 
-litary Enfigns and Priſoners taken from Crajjus and 
| Anthony ; which he receiv'd after the ſame man- 
s | ner, and with the ſame ſatisfaftion as if he had 
Ovyerthrown the Parthians in Battel, Having re- 
cover dall thefe Things with much Honour and no 
Bloodſhed, he caus'd Sacrifices to be Offer'd, and 
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s | commanded that a Temple ſhou'd be decreed in 
e = the Capito!. to Mars the Avenger, in Imitation of 
y BB that to Tapiter Feretrius, in which Milicary En- 
| ſigns were .alſo..to be hung up. Ar which time 
Fills brought Agrippa 2 Son, which he namid 
- Caius, on: whoſe. Birch. Day a perp=tual Sacrifice 
- E was decreed, with other Solemnities; and private- 
ly the «Ailes; added Games on Horſeback, and . 
r | Hunting to;the Birth-Day Solemnities of the Em- 
|= PETOT. "$4EP © | 
j- Auguftus,, . after. he had paſs'd through many 
o' Provinces in the Eft, in the latter end of the 
s BE Year return'd to Samos a ſecond time, to which 
Places he granted great Privileges ; and was met 
GC there 


18 The Roman Fiiftory. Book 1. 
there by Ambaſſadors from Porys and Pandion, two 
of the mightieſt Kings of the 1»dians, who came 
ſuch a Diſtance to ſue for the Alliance of. ſo great 
an Emperor, and brought with *em 'many rare 


and valuable Preſents. During 'his' long ſtay at 
Samos, at the next Election of Gonſuls, the City 
of Rowe was filld with dangerous Tumults and 
Diſturbances, caus'd by "the violent Practices of |. 
Egnatins Rufus, who forceably endeavour'd to be 
choſen Conſul in the Place of. Auguſtus. Auguſtus © 
underſtanding thefe Miſchiefs, immediately nam'd 
Q. Lucretius for the Perſon,  formetly a Profcrib'd 
Man, which threw Ruf#s into ſuch a'terrible Rage, 
that he immediately form'd a Confpiracy with 
AM. Genucius and Plautius Rufus to Murder Auguſtus 
at his Return. Bur before that time their Deſigns 
and Practices were all diſcover'd, and they them- 
ſelves Executed by Order of Senate. As Auguſtus 
return'd home, he was met at Arbens by that great 
Poet Virgil, who to finiſh his eArtids had retir'd 
to Greece; and meeting here with Auguſtus he re- 
'turn'd with him, and viſiting Megara in a ay 
hot Seaſon contracted a Diftemper , which 1o 
much increasd with Sailing, that .a few Days 
after his Landing at Brunduſium he dy'd, in the 
- F24d. Year of his Age. This Great Man was 
highly in' Fayonr, and moſt intimately Acquain- 
ted with Auguſtus, who extreamly 'admir'd and 
lov'd bim, as well for the inimitable Excellencies 
of his Muſe, as the Immortal Honours he receiv'd 
from his Pen : For under the Name of «Ames he 
made the nobleſt, the moſt exquiſite, and moſt 
 compleat Panegyrick upon Auguſtus that ever was 
made in any Age, of the World; and is generally 
believ'd to have much promoted that Veneration 
the Senate and People had for him, which dif- 
play'd it ſelf more openly at his ' Return on 
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Chap. AUGUSTUS I. 


than formerly. For they now gave him the Dig- 
nity of Coyſul for Lite, Ordaining, That he ſhou'd 
always have twelve Axes and Faſces born before 
him; and that he ſhou'd fit in a Curule Chair be- 
eween the Conſuls. They alfo Petition'd him to 
make new Laws, and offer'd to ſwear to Obey 


'm : He made. ſeveral new Laws, but refusd' 


their Oaths, intimating, Thar if bx Laws were 
grateful to *em, their Oaths wou'd be needleſs ; if not, 
they wou d be ineffeFual. | | 
At this time Agrip»a, from his Governtnent ir 
the City, march'd into Gaul, where the Invaſions 
of the Germans had 'rais'd ſome new Troubles: 
Having ſettled the Afﬀairs of that Country, he 
pals'd from thence into Spain, where there was 
great need of the Preſence of fo renown'd a 
Commander : For the Cantabrianys, who before 
had been Prifoners of War, and been made Slaves, 
had with great Dexterity deſtroy'd their Maſters ; 
and gathering together in great numbers, fortify'd 
ſeveral Places, and vigorouſly attack'd the Roman 
Garriſons: Agrippa march'd againſt theſe with 
great Diligence, where he had a moſt dreadful 
and bloody Conteft with ſuch of *em as had ſerv'd 
the Romans, and” hadi' now deſpair'd of Pardon: 
He for 'a while ſuffer'd the extreameſt Inconve- 
niencies ;. but at length having loſt many of his 
Soldiers, and fix'd a 'Mark of Tgnominy upon 
many” others for their ill Services, - he deftroy'd 
almoſt all the Camtabrians that were of Military 


| Age, difarm'd the Teſt, and brought *em all from 


their Mountainous Places 'into the open Plains. 


U. C. 
736: 


Thus Agripps compleated the Conqueſt of Spajn, Spain's fnal 


which Country had- with ſome Intermiffions re- ©* 


ſiſted the Romans with great Obſtinacy and Brave- 
ry for about 200 Years; and notwithſtanding 4- 
rrippa's excellent Services, this Great Man modeſt- 
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ly refus'd a Triumph, giving Auguſtus the; Honour 
of all. And Augytus himfelf was not very Am- 
bitious of the Honour of fubduing Barbargus Peo- 
ple, as it plainly appear'd in the following. Year, 


when the Geres and Dacians being in Civil Wars: | 
among themſelves, Lentulus,who before had Warr'd: 


againſt '*em with good Succeſs, reprefented to him 
tae Advantages he might make of theſe Dome-: 
ſtick Diſturbances. Auguſtus "with. great Reaſon: 
and Moderation told him, The Injuſtice of making 
War with any Nation without an Injury firſt committed; 
then added, That thoſe who ſought a ſmall Gain with 
great Hazard and Danger, were' like ſuch as angled. 
with a Golden Hook, the Breaking or Loſs of »which w4as 
of much greater Conſideration than the walue 'of. any 
Fiſh. And therefore theſe Barbarous People were- to be. 


left to their own Miſeries ; and that by the Bloodſhed. | 


om their own Companions, they ere abundantly Pu: 
niſh'd for the Affronts they offer'd formerly to the Ro- 
mans, who ought not to begin to do Injury. | — [ 

About this' time Auguſtus being deſirous'of Re-: 
forming ſeveral Abuſes in the City, to do. tt :the; 
more ettectually he joyn'd-Agrippa with:him- in 
Quality of Cenſor ; and to; give him greater. Au-: 
thority , made . him alſo, Tribune of the People for 
five Years. He firſt corrected ſome Diſorders in 
the Senate, then reform'd the Equites, the Publick: 
Specacies and Plays, and/ the Methods. of-ſuing 


for all Offices ; in ' the latter he; ſometimes, diftri- 


buted | Money among whole. Tribes.,| in -ſych- a 
manner as, might moſt.. probably prevent :Bribes. 
He Fin'd,many that. refus'd. to Marry after | an ap- 
pointed Age, and as much.incourag'd thoſe who 


had many Children : He' gave Horten/ius Hortulius 


25000 Crowns, to procure him. a Wife, that he 
might. preſerve the Noble Family of the Horten/ii. 
He Ordain'd alſo, That all Virgins' thouw'd = 
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twelve Years of Age before they Marry'd, and 
permitted any Perſon to kill an Adulterer taken 
in the Fact wichout Puniſhment ; alſo condemn- 
ing all Sedomites without Remiſſion. And in Mat- 
ters of Military Diſcipline he was more than or- 
dinary Exact ; and becauſe a Knight had cut off 
his Son's Thumbs to diſable him from going to 
the Wars, he immediately Sold him and all his 
Goods. He likewiſe rook Care, that the Senate 
ſhou'd be always holden wich great Reverence 
that the Senators ſhou'd meet as at a Temple of 
Devotion ; and that no Decree ſhou'd paſs but in 
the Preſence of 4.00 Senators, if poſflibly to be ei- 
feted. He alſo. Ordain'd, Thar no Man ſhou'd 
have ſo.great a Privilege and Honour as the Free- 
dom of Rome, but after a ſtrict Examination of 
his Merits ; ſetting new Rules and Limits to the 
Manumiſiion of Slaves. In this Point he was al- 
ways very ſevere, and when 7i»cius writ to him 
to beg the Freedom of Rowe for a Grecian who 
was one of his Clients, he anſwer'd him, That he 
wou d do nothing in this Cale, "till he came himſelf and 
ſatsfy'd him of the TFuſtice, of his Requeſs, His 
beloved Wife Livia Petitioning in like manner for 
a Tributary Gaul, he ablolutely deny'd him his 
Freedom, yet granted Immunicy and Exemption 
from his Tribute, profeſling, That he wou'd ſooner 
condeſcend to a Diminution of the Publick Revenue, 
than to proſtitute the Honour of the Roman Citi- 

Vens. 3Þ10 
This ſame Year he ſolemniz'd his Decennalia, 
and He and 4zippz gave the People the Pleaſure 
of the great Secular Games, which had not been 
ſeen for a hundred Years before, which were now 
celebrated with more than ordinary Pomp and 
Magnificence. And in this particular no Prince 
ever exceeded him, being himf{if a great Admi- 
' © 20 er 
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Ter of all thoſe Publick Plays, Shows and Games 


which were ſo much in uſe among the Romans, 
The Charge and Variety of theſe were much 
greater in this Reign than almoſt in any other ; 
and the Emperor himſelf often gave great Re- 
wards to the Victors in all the Martial Exerciſes. 
He took 2 peculiar Delight in the Tournament, 
or Warlike Paitime call'd Troy, and making choice 
of hi; Boys of greater and leſſer Stature, he ex- 
hibit :} it very frequently, judging it an ancient 
and 'onourable Exerciſe and becoming the E- 
ducation of the principal Nobility. He much 
incou/agd Wreſtling, but in thoſe Games he 
wou'd not permit any Women to be preſent, juſt- 
ly accounting it too groſs an Indecency for Wo- 
men to gaze on Naked Men. His Afﬀection to 
Plays greatly appear'd -by his Rewards he gave to 
the belt Actors, but more eſpecially at a particu- 
Jar Time when being at :he Theatre, and finding 
the People diſcompos'd by a ſudden Apprehenfion 
of the jalling of the Building, he immediately 
remov'd from his own Seat, and plac'd himſelf 
where the Danger ' was moſt imminent. Not- 
withſtanding the Incouragement he gave to Play- 
ers, he exactly and ſeverely examin'd their Mo- 
rals, not allowing the leaſt Licentiouſneſs in their 
Lives, nor Indecency in their Actions. He pu- 
niſh'd their Crimes many ways; and having In- 
formation that one Srephanus a Comedian was at- 
ended by a Woman 1n the Habit of a Boy, he 
order'd him to be whipt through the three The- 
arres, and banifh'd the City. In theſe Secular 
Games, one of the Players calling him Lord, he 
jhew'd remarkable Signs of his Diſfatisfaction to 
the People ; and the next Morning he publiſhed 
a ſevere Edit, forbidding all Perſons to give 
him that Title for the future. ' Upon the finiſh- 
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ing of theſe Games, he adopted Agrippa's two 


Sons Caius and Lucius, the latter of which was 
juit now Born. 

About the ſame time the Sicambri, Uſzperes, and 
Tenchteri, People of Germany, ſurpriz'd ſome Ro- 
mans in their Territories, and Crucify'd 'em ; 
then paſſing the Rhine with great Expedition, 
waſted many Parts of Gaa/, Overthrew a conſi- 
derable Party of Horſe ; and ſhortly after Lollius, 
Proconſul of Gaul, from whom they 'took a Stan- 
dard. Lollias, tho' a Perfon of but ſmall Vigour 


"3 


Cains and 


Lucius 4dop- 


fred by Augu-= 


ſtas. 


and Action, in a ſhort time found an Opporcuni-- 


ty of revenging himſelf by engaging theſe barba- 
rous Invaders, and driving 'em beyond the Rb77e. 
On the other fide C. Lentulus wag'd War with the 
Dacians beyond the Danube, kill'd three of their 


Commanders, with great numbers of their Men ; 


and afterwards plac'd a Garriſon near the Da- 
zube, to ſtop the Inroads and Devaſtations of theſe 
Savage People. Auguſtus finding all theſe Commo- 
tions, diſpos'd of the Aﬀeairs in raly to go into G7, 
and that as well to make his Preſence more valua- 
ble in the City,as for any Buſineſs in thoſe Parts as 
ſome have Written. At the fame time divers Nati- 
ons about the Danube endeavour'd to Revolt, bur 
were ſoon ſuppreſs'd by the Care and Vigilance of 
the Emperor's Lieutenants in thoſe Parts. ' But 
the greateſt Inſurreftions were now in Gar!, oCc- 
caſion'd by the Avarice of Libinius Enceladus, So- 
licitor of the Emperor's Affairs in that Country : 


For he having commanded 'the People to procure 


their Tribute every Month, by a deceitfu} Ac- 
count reckon'd Fourteen Months in the Year. in- 
ſtead of Twelve. This Perſon being accus'd to 
his Maſter for Money gain'd by Rapine and Ex- 
tortion, found means to efcape any lignal Puniſh-- 
ment, by laying before Augn/tus his large guan- 
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tities of Gold and Silver, ; alluring, him, That. he 
aim'd at no other Deſign, than the taking from the 
Gauls their beſ# means of Rebellion. Aﬀter ſome 
rime continuing in Gaul, Auguſtzs withdrew him- 
{elf from thoſe Parts, and fenr 7iberizs thither to 

ſettle all things in the moſt peaceable Order. 
During theſe Commotions, the Rbhetions, In- 
habirants of ſome Parts of the Alpes and Gormany, 
made a very dangerous Irruption into 7aly it ſelf, 
making terrible Devaſtations,. and bearing away 
oreat Spoils and Booty. They were a People ſe- 
parated from all others, and fo fierce and cruel, 
that when ever they took any Place from the Ro- 
as, they kilfd all the Male Children ; and of 
23] the Women with, Child they ask'd the Opint- 
ons of their Augurs ;. and if they pronounc'd the 
Embryo a Male, they immediately ftabb'd rhe 
Woman. JAngaſrs was extreamly concern'd at 
their Qutrageous Actions and dangerous Progrels, 
and withal {peed ſent his Wife Liwa's Son Druſzs, 
a Perfon ot extraordinary. Valoar, and other Ac- 
complihments, to ſtop the Torrent of their Fury. 
He, in a ſhort time, wich great *kiit and Dexte- 
rity, drove *em out - of faly, having fickt given 
*en an entire Oveithrow 1n a ſet Battel nigh 
Trent, They write that the Women ſhew d them- 
{elves fo cruel and barbarous in this Fight, that 
when their Darts fail'd *em, they took their 1n- 
fancs by their Legs, and threw 'em at their Ene- 
mies Faces. Thoſe that were forc'd our of Traly, 
endzavour'd to enter Gau!, but were there repelFd. 
by Tiberizzs; and ar length they were all conſtrain'd 
to ſubmirc, molt of their beſt Men being carry'd 
away to icrve the Remars in other Parts. Agrippa 
on the other fide gave Orders ior the Affairs of 
Aſia, and all the Zaft, where he behay'd himſelf 
with that noble Skiil and Bravery, that all the 
Roman 
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Rowan Allies were : more firmly . eftabliſh'd than 
ever, and their Enemies ſo effectually ſuppreſs'd, 
that Auguſtus had new Honours decreed him in 
thoſe Parts. But Agrippa, notwithſtanding his 
excellent Services, out of a peculiar Greatneſs of 
Mind, refus'd a Triumph when.it. was decreed 
him by the Senate ; and this was the principal 
Cauſe of the loſs of this Cuſtom fo highly advan- 
rageous to the Romans; others generally following 
his Example, were fatisfy'd only with the Orna- 
ments of 'Friumph. 

Auguſtus having now ſettled the Aﬀairs of Gaul, 


ſtopp'd the Incurſions of the Germans, and ſup- 


prefs'd the Rebellion of Spain; he lefrc Draſus with 
his Army upon the Rhine, and return'd to Rome, 
after he had been abſent near three Years. He 
was receiv'd with an univerſal Joy and Satisfacti- 
on, but he refus'd ſeveral New Honours that were 
offer d him; ncither wou'd he permit the People 
to.come out and meet him as they deſir'd, but 
according to his Cuſtom, enter'd the City by 
Night , chat he might not give 'em too much 
Trouble. Upon the Death of Lepidas the Trium- 
vir about this time, who had liv'd a Private Lite 
ever fince his Diſgrace, Auguſtus ſucceeded him in 
his Otfice of -Pontifex Maximus, and exhibited 
{umptuous Shows and Games before the People. 
He gather'd together all the Books of Divinations 
and Predictions, and caus'd 'em to be burnt, to 
the number of 2000, reſerving only ſome ſelect 
Pieces of rhe S:byls, which he diſpos'd into twa 
gilr Desks under the Pedeſtal of A4pollo Palatine. 
He augmented the Number, the Dignity, and the 
Revenue of the Prieſts, eſpecialiy of the Veſtal 
Virgins, for which Order he had a particular E- 
fieem. He now took a Review of the Senators, 
and confirm'd 4erippa in his Oilice of Tribune for 

five 
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five Years longer 5 but not long after, this Fa- 
mous Man being return'd from a Journey out of 
Pamnonia, where he had quell'd ſome Diſturbances, 

The Death of he fell Sick and Dy'd, before Auguſtus cou'd ar- 
Agrippa. rive to ſee him. This was a great Affliction to 
many Worthy Perſons, eſpecially to Auguſtus, who 
after his Body was brought into the City and 
plac'd in the Foray, made a Funeral Oration 
himſelf, declaring all the Noble Exploits and ge- 
nerous Acts of this Great Man, who was unque- 
ſtionably the beſt Man of his Age in Don's Opi- 
nion, the braveſt Soldier, the trueft Friend, and 
greateſt Afliſtant that Auguſtus ever had ; which 
prov'd highly advantageous both to the Empire 
and Emperor. His Funeral was celebrated with 
great Pomp and Solemnity ; and Auguſtus, out of 

his great Love and juſt Eſteem for him, laid him 

in his own Sepulcre, tho' Agrippa had a Monu-- 
ment of his own granted him by the Publick in 

the Campus Martins. He dy'd in the 7424. Year 

of the City, in the 15th. Year of Auguſtus's Reign, 
from his Eſtabliſhment by the Senate and People, 
and 10 Years before the Birth 'of our Savi- 


OUr. 


TJ. C. HIT. Thus long did Auguſtus. Reign, in ſome 
742. meaſure with a Partner, tho' not a Rival in his 
Empire ; and upon his Death he found it neceſſa- 
ry to have one for his Afiſtance in the Govern- 
ment, ſuperior to all others in Power and Dig- 
nity, the better to prevent Confpiracies and other 
Inconveniencies. For this Authority he made 
.- of Tiberius, whom he __ to quit his 
il Wife Aprippina, the Daughter of Agripps by a 
MIN ay] _— , former Nhartiegs, and to marry Yulia forty 
| Tiberis after he ſent him againſt the Pannonians, who had 
lately Revolted ; which he ſucceſsfully ſubdued 

in 


Py 1 


3 
\- 


Yon OO ks GW 9. 0. -& i- | of had  O © 


g_ 


Chap.1. AUGUSTUS Il. 


in a little time, leading away the Younger Sort 
into other Countries. On the other Side , his 
younger Brother Druſus did excellent Service 
againſt the Gawls and Germans ; and at his Return 
was honour'd with: the Pretor-ſhip. In the ſame 
Year he paſsd the Rhine a ſecond time, and made 
very conſiderable Conqueſts; for which great 
Services he had Triumphal Honours decreed him; 
and when the time of his Pretor-ſhip was expir'd, 
he obtain'd Proconſular Power. Both he and his 
Brother Tiberius were by the Soldiers ſaluted with 


the Title of Imperator, but it was not allow'd *em 


by Auguſtus. However the Games which Draſzs 
exhibited as Pretor, were diſcharg'd with great 
Expence, and the Birth-Day of Auguſtas celebra- 
ted with as much Solemnity ; thoſe pompous En- 
certainments call'd Auguſtalia being now firſt inſt- 
tuted by vertue of a Senatuſconſultum, which con- 
tinu'd for many Ages. Theſe were made in Ho- 
nour of Auguſtus, and this Prince gain'd more 
and more the Love and Eſteem of his People, 
particularly by a late Inſtance of his Mildnefs, 
when his great Friends Mec#nas and Apuleius were 
publickly reproact'd for defending a Perſon ac- 
cus'd of Adultery : Auguſtus came into the Court, 
and calmly admoniſhing the Accuſer Nor to tra- 
duce his Friends and Kindred, roſe up and departed. 


27 


Auguſtalia 


He was ſhortly after honour'd with Statues, and 


it was decreed, That upon his Birth-Day, unmar- 
ried Perſons of both Sexes might be preſent at 

the Feaſt, which had never been allow'd before. 
This Year, the Bef# and Sialete, Barbarous 
Nations, making an Irruption into Thrace and 
Macedonia, were overthrown by Piſo Governour of 
Pamphylia , who obtain'd Triumphal Honours. 
Theſe were People of great Roughneſs and Fierce- 
neſs, and their Savage Temper remarkably ap- 
pear'd 
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The Roman. Hiſtory. - Book 1. 
pear'd in the Priſoners frequent. Endeavours to 
bite and gnaw: their Chains in Pieces' with their 
Teeth. In the mean time-Awufr employ'd him- 
ſelf in making an Inventory. of. his whole Eftate, 
as if he had been a Private Man ;/ and again fur- 
veying the Senate,and perceiving the Members ve- 
ry {flow 1n meeting, he ordain'd\ that a Senatu/con- 
an might be made by fewer than 400, which 

Number had formerly been neceffary. Now 
again both Senate and People contributed Money 
for making of Statues; but Auguſtus would per- 
mit none to be erected, but only to Publick Safety, 
Concord , and Peace. It was now alfo decreed, 
that. the Temple of Fanus ſhou'd be ſhut ; but this 
was hinder'd by the Dacians, who ſuddenly paſs d 
over the River Ifer or Danube when it was frozen, 
and made great Devaſtations in Panneonia : Beſides 
which, the Dalmatians, not enduring the Exaction 
of Tribute, began to caft off their Yoak. The 
Germans were likewiſe up in Arms, fince the De- 


parture of Druſus, who expeditiouſly return'd thi- , 


ther, and in a ſhort time fuppreſs'd *em, as Tibe- 
rizs did the Dacians and Dalmatians, to the great 
Satisfaction of the' City. Burt the Joy and Satif- 
faction that the People.receiv'd from theſe Succel- 
ſes abroad, was extremely allay'd by the Death of 
Ottavia, Sifter to Auguſtus, for whom the whole 
City had a more than ordinary Eſteem and Ve- 
neration. Auguſtus caus'd her Body to be laid 
publickly in State, in the Sacrary of Fulius Ceſar, 
where he himſelf made a Funeral Oration in 
Praiſe of her great Merits and excellent Vertues. 
Druſus publickly chang'd his Senatorian Robe for 
a Mourning Gown, and her own Sons-in-Law 
carry d her away ; but Auguſtus thought it not 
convenient to admit of 'all the Honours that were 
decreed her. She died in th 744th Year of the 
City, 


[ 
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City, and eight Years before” our Saviour's Nas 


© cviey. \ 5h 
bY In che following Year, when Dra/as was made Tz. C. 
« |= Conſul with 0: Criſpinus, he endeavouring to pair 45. 
- |} new Gonquelts'and Honours, paſs'd the Rhine, and. 
_ || invaded the Territories of the Chatfs in Germiny, L 
,_ || and having defeated *em ina ſer Battel, proceed- 
4 | <4 into the Country of the Snev#, and from thence 
vw 8 march'd againtit: the Cheraſci, aſs'd the 1 Jing 
. KB and laid all Wafte as far as the River #1bz, ch 
4 was much further ithan ever any” Roman had at- 


tempted before. - Having in vain endeavour to 

7» ll paſs this Rivet, the ereted Trophics and retird; 

EB for a Womanroft: more than/ Humane Stature, as 

4 || Pr: relates the Story; met him'in the Way, and 

5 callmg hinvby iis Name, demanded-/of him, Fbi- 

? I ther bus boandlefs\ Ambition would hurry him ? Decla- 

n | "og farther,” That the Fates did not permit him to ſee 
all Parts,” therefore: bad' him retire, for the Period both of 

. | {Life and Actions. was now approaching. Drujus 

: being now .Thirry Years: of Ape ,' ſhortly afrer | 

.. || if im _bis/Retirn', before he cou'd reach the The Death of - 
Rhine : But his Sickneſs (coritiriu'd fo long, that Profus: 

CI 4n2afus, who was ar no great Diſtance from him, 

1 ſent with all -fpeed-for his Brother Tiberins, who 

of I bad travell'd: the laſt. Fwo' hundred Miles in 


and: admir'd; Centurions and Tribunes bearing it' 


4 again by Auguftur himſelf in the Flaminian Cirque. 
« | From thence he'was born by 'the moft confidera- 
« i Þ& of the-Z1ures, and others''df the Seratorian 
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Rank, into the Campus Martius, where being burnt, 


the Ajhes were laid in Auguſtus's own -Sepulchre: 
The Surname of Germanicus was allo given to him 
and his Sons, beſides the' Honours of magnificent 
Statues and Triumphal Arches, and of a noble 
Monument upon the River Rhine; all which were 


juſtly due to a young Perſon of his extraordinary 


Merits and uncommon Vertues. | 

Aug leaving the City ſhortly after, retir'd 
himſelf, and wou'd not return this Year upon the 
Account of Druſus's Death ; but in the following 
he enter'd Rome, Where he found both the Con- 
{uls and other Magiſtrates accus'd for procuring 
their Places by Money. Auguſtus at preſent wou'd 


make no Inquiſition, reſolving to- puniſh none by 


vulgar Reports, nor. pardon any who were mani- 
feltly convicted. But he wiſely took:confiderable 
Sums of Money of all ſuch as'ftood for any Of- 
fice by way of Pledge ; and if any indire& Pra- 
&ices or Briberies were diſcover'd, they were. 0b- 


lig'd to forfeit all. This Ordinance met with 


great Approbation from moſt Perſons , but his 
other concerning Slaves had not ſo-general a Suc=: 
ceſs : Whereas the Laws had difallow'd of Slaves. 
being oblig'd by. Torture to confeſs any thing 
4 nſ{t their, own Maſters, Auguſtus: therefore or- 


rd,:that when Neceflity. requir'd it, ſuch Slaves 


' ſhou'd be ſold to himſelf, or. the Publick, that 
their Property- being alter'd, their-Examination 


might be free. Tho? this was diſpteaſing to many, 
yet Auguſtus ſtill grew. more and more:Popular, by 
reaſon of his great. ,Clemency and Compliance in 
many Caſes. | Particularly, when-one of his Sol- 
diers about this time deſir'd him to undertake his 


Cauſe, he immediately. ſent him. an Advocate ; 


and that not ſatisfying! the Fellow, who boldly 


and bluntly told him, That be newer ſery/d him by" | 


Proxy, 


Eo oe ooo 6 I. nn ot. be, ot 4s ak es aa Gr: red Beds id ”” 


Vw. = Yw. WW tk Ny wat OO 1 Ud. OO +4 


Chap, AUGUSTUS II. 


Proxy, he went himſelf and pleaded his Cauſe. 
In like manner he afliſted another Friend, at the 
Bar, whoſe Cauſe he gain'd ; and. not only dif- 
miſs'd his Accuſer, whoſe Behaviour cowards him 


had been very impudent, but upon his being pub- 


lickly cenſur'd for his Ill Manners ſhortly after, he 
freely pardon'd him, His Firmneſs and Faithful- 
neſs. to his Friends was always remarkable ; yet 
how Great and Potent ſoever his Favourites were 
in Rome, he wou'd allow 'em no greater Privile- 


| ge than others, without juſt and manifeſt Rea- 


ons ;. nor by any Means exempt 'em from the 
Judiciary. Laws. Of all the Criminals and Ac- 
cus'd Perſons in his Reign, he refſcu'd but one, 
who before had been very ſerviceable to him 
but he protected him no other way than by his 
Intreaties, with which he ſo mollified the Heart 


of his Accuſer in the Preſence of the Judges, 


that he, withdrew his Proceſs, and deſiſted, as Sue- 
tonius relates. It. | | | | | 

| Augiſtus's ſecond Ten Years being now expir'd, 
he made ſeveral Offers of laying down his Au- 
ehority, but at laſt was perſwaded to receive the 
Government for 'Ten Years longer ; which Limi- 
tation contributed moſt of all to his Safety and 
Security in the Throne, This Year Auguſtus gave 
the Title of Imperator to "Tiberius, upon the Ac- 
count. of ſome late fignal Services in Germany, and 
likewiſe made him a ſecond time Conſul. | He al- 
lo inlarg'd the Bounds of .the Pom2zrium of the 
City, and nam'd the Month Sextilzs, Auguſtus, 
after his own Name, as his Uncle Fulius had' for- 
merly done that of Quintil;zs ; and made a further 
Reformation of the Year. While he was \thus 


buſily employ'd, his great Priend . Mecenas died, 
which griev'd him extremely, being a Perſon with 
whonr- he 'had” contracted the neareſt Friendſhip 

---*- and 
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and Familiarity, and a Perſon who had been th* 
moſt ſerviceable of all others in moderating his 
Paſſions, and bringing him to a calm and ſedate 
Temper. Of this there is a remarkable Inſtance, 
when Auguſtus ſat judging many accus'd Perſons,; 
Mecanas perceiving by. his Temper at that time 
that he wou'd condemn many of. *em,,'and not 
being abl=: to approach him by reaſon - of the 
Crowds of People, he wrote, Riſe up Executioner, 
and threw the Paper into his. Lap 5 which, Augu- 
ſtus perceiving, he immediately roſe. up without 
ſentencing any of em... Auguſtus was kietay {a- 
tisfy'd tnat his Friends wau'd take the Let ro 
reprove him, when his own Nature , or; his Bifj- 
neſs too much inclin'd him to Paſflion; "This Was 
accounted, a great Evidence of his Vertue, that 
notwithſtanding his frequent oppoſing the Empc- 
ror's extravagant Deſires, nevertheleſs. he was ſtill 
eſteem'd as his moſt familiar Friend. _ Yer tho! 
he had fo great an Intereſt with the Emperor, he 
was never ſo ambitious as to accept af any Dig- 
nity himſelf, reſting. ſatisfied with the, Equeſtrian 
Degree ;; which ſome have attributed tc his great 
Delire of Eafe and Love of Pleaſure, tho” more 
that of a Vertuoſo than a Senſualiſ?. And in this 
he was much encourag'd and highly applauded 
by the greateſt Poets and_ingenious Men 1n thoſe 
Days, of whom he was the nobleſt and moſt 


munificent Patron, as alſo of all Learned Perſons; 


a Character which has. rais'd and immortaliz'd 
his Name as much as thoſe of the greateſt Princes 
in the World, He died in the 747th Year of the 
City, and Five Years before | our Saviour's Nati- 
vity ; in which Year dy'd Horace, the Prince of 
the Latin Lyrick Poets, as tho' he had ſympathiz'd 
with his great Patron, being in the 57th Year of 


Whil 


.his Ape. 
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While Auguſtus was ſedulouſly employ'd in the 
Publick Aﬀeatrs Tiberius was no leſs buſie in his 
Conſulſhip : He undertook the Reparation of 
the Temple of Concord, upon which he plac'd 
his own Name, together with that of his Bro- 
ther Druſus. Afrer which he dedicated the Tem- 
ple of Livia his Mother, ſhe her ſelf being pre- 
ſent at the CAOony and Solemnity ; at which 
time he nobly treated all the Senators in the Ca- 
pitol, and Livia with the Ladies -by themſelves. 
Shortly after he lefr Rome and march'd into Ger= 


_ many, where ſome Inſurretions had been made z 


but nothing memorable was perform'd in that 
Country this Year. This Year a terrible Fire 
hapned in Rowe about the Firum, which con- 
\um'd many Buildings, and was believ'd to have 
been caus'd by ſuch as were deeply in Debt, who 
thought to eaſe themſelves by. che Ruine of their 
Neighbours, and the Confuſion of the City. 


| This occaſion'd the Creation of certain new 


Officers, call'd Cratores Vicoruam, who were per- Curatotes 
mitted- on certain Days within the Extent of Vicorum. 
their Authority, to, wear the Robe of a Magi- 
ſtrate, and to have two Lifors go before 'em ; 
and to them were now aſlign'd the Six hundred 
Slaves which formerly attended the e#iiles for 
che: extinguiſhing. of Fires. And at the ſame - 
time, by Augwtuss particular Order, the City 
was divided into Fourteen Regions or Wards, and 
thoſe into inferiour Precin&s, for the ber- 
ter Order and Conveniency in the. City ; the 
Government of which Wards was aflign'd to the 
foremention'd Curatores Vicerum, the Tribunes «f 
the People, and to the Pretors, by Lot. 

In the following Year, Cainms and Lucins, the 
Emperor's Grandſons by Agrippa, by reaſon of 
thzir- high Birth and Fortune , began to grow 

D proud * 
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proud and infolent ; infomuch that Lucizs the 
younger, being at the Theatre, and hearing him- 
ſelf flatter'd there ro a high degree, very boldly 
demanded the Conſulſhip for his Brother Caizs, 
tho* then but a Boy. This extreamly difpleas'd Au- 
guſtus, notwithſtanding the great Atﬀection he bore 
to theſe Brothers, and with much concern wiſh'd, 
That never any ſuch neceſſity might lie upon him as he 
found formerly, that the Conſulſhip ſhou'd be given to 
any under twenty Years of Age. And when the Bro- 
thers were more urgent than ordinary, he gravely 
told 'em, That this high Office was to be diſcharg'd by 
a Man, and ſuch as cowd take care that he himſetf 
offended not, and cou'd riohtly *manage the extravagant. 
Deſires of the People. However his Tendernefs fo 
far prevail'd, that at length he gave the Prieſt- 
hood to Caizs, and leave to go into the Senate, 
and to be preſent with ' Senators at Shows and 
Feaſts. But ſomewhat to balance and curb their 
ambitious Temper, he at the ſame time created 
Tiberius, Tribune of the People for five Years. Tiberi- 
5 was notwithſtanding cxtreamly diſguſted at rhe 
Favour Auguſtus ſhew'd to his Grandſons ; and ei- 
ther for the Riſing of theſe Youths , or rather as 
ſome believe, for his Diſlike of his Wife Tulia's 
Behaviour , he deſired Permiffion to retire to 
Rhodes, where he pretended to betake himſelf to 
Study. This was no ways pleaſing to Auguſtus 
who at firſt deny'd him Leave, till by his exceſ- 
ſive Grief and long Faſting, he obtained it ; and 

Tiberius his arriving at Rhodes, he there liv'd for ſeveral Years, 

Retiremen. for the'moſt part in a private and retir'd Manner, 
reading and converſing with the Greeks after a fa- 
miliar Way, only upon ſome Occaſions, he wou'd 
appear like a Publick Magittrare. | 

U. C. The next Year A#guſtzs enter'd upon his twelfrh 

749, Conſulſhip, in which, Time he inſtituted ewo 
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Prafeds of the Pretorian Guards : and Caizs being 


now come to Man's Eftate, he brought him into 
the Court, where he made him Princeys Fuventutis, 
or Prince of the Youth, and a Prefe# of a Tribe, the 
Equites preſenting him with Silver Spears. He was 
likewiſe defign'd Conful c':e fifth Year after this ; 
all which Honours were conferr'd upon his Bro- 
ther Lucizs afterwards. Thus were the two Sons 
highly honour'd and dignift'd by Auguſt, but 
theirMother Fulia met with a very different Treat- 
ment ſhortly after. For Auguſtus now found that 
ſhe was arriv'd to that Exceſs of Wantonneſs and 
Prodigality, that even in the Forum, and at the 
Roftra, ſhe had her nocturnal 'Meetings, and libi- 
dinous Revels, groſly - abuſing thoſe Courts , in 
which her Father had made ſuch ſevere Laws a- 
gainſt Adultery. He formerly believ'd that fhe 
had liv'd no. very ſtri& Life, but never imagin'd 
ſhe had been fo notoriouſly Infamous till now ; 
having the Misfortune of other Princes, who are 
generally leaſt acquainted with their neareſt Con- 
cerns. Upon a full Diſcovery of her Aions and 
Done the good Emperor was ſo violently 


Z 


and ſenhibly/Aftiated, that he cou'd not conceal 


_ the Tranſports of his Grief and Anger from the 


Publick, but by a Writing communicated his Mis- 
fortune and the Difgraceof his Family, to the Se- 
nate it ſelf ; an indiſcretion . which he afterwards 
ſaid , He wou'd never have committed , hadSeither 
Agrippa or Mecznas been living. But now being 
overcome with Shame and Rage, he thought of 
putting his Daughter to Death, but after a calmer 


Conſideration, he baniſh'd her to Pandataria, ant Julia her Ba- 


35 


Iſland in Campanis, to which Place ſhe was volun- nibmenr. 


tarily accompany'd by her Mother Scribonia, who 
had been divorc'd from Auguſtzs, the ſame Day 
that ſhe was deliver'd of her. Having baniſh'd 

WF 2 her, 
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her, he forbad her the Uſe of Wine, and all ſorts 
of Delicacy whatſoever, either in Diet or Clothes; 
and permitted no Perſon of what Condition ſoe- 
ver to come near her without his approvd Know- 
ledge of their Lives and Morals. Shortly after,her 
Daughter of the ſame Name, Marry'd to L. Pau- 
lzs, was alſo convidgd of the ſame Crimes, and 
was baniſh'd into an Iſland in the Adriatick Sea, 
called Tremera. 

Anguſtas in the midſt of theſe Misfortunes, was 
diverted by a Revolt of the Armenians, who by 
calling in the Parthians, expell'd Antavaſdus the 
Roman Governour, but with the Danger of loſing 
their Country to the Parthians, who now began 
to make Pretentions to it,tho* they had firſt ſer up 
Tigranes. Auguſtus being inform'd of this dan- 
gerous Conjunction, after a long Debate,ſent Caizs 
into thoſe Parts, having firſt made him Proconſul, 
and marry'd him, to procure him. the greater E-. 
{tceem and Friendſhip, his Wife beir D 
ter of MM. Lollizs, who had been appointed Gover- 
nour of his Youth. Caizs behavd* himſelf with 
various Skill and Succebs in this Expedition 3 bur 
in a ſhort time, through the Terror, 


tl rror, and Greatneſs 

of the Roman Name , quieted all Inſurredtions, 
SWF. the drmenians being willing. to. ſubmit, and the | 

Ja * "PP ;, Parthians to defilt,  Auguſizs being now in his thir- 

fr brtime. teenth Confſulſhip, with Plautizs Silanus, having 

U.C., made Peace with all Nations,and ſhut up the Tem- 

752. ple of Fanns athird time, after it had ſtood open 

22 Years, he ordain'd a general Taxation or Cenſus 

throughout. the Roman Empire , that he might 

The B;rth of know the true State and Value of the whole. In 

Chr.it. which Space of time the Lord of Heaven and Sa- 

| viour of the World, Fe/axs Chriſt, after an incitable 

Manner joyn'd himſelf to Humane Nature, and 

appear'd on Earch, being born of a Virgin 7 che 

ing- 
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Kingdom of TJadza, at this time in Subje&ion to 
the Roman Empire. "This was in the 7524 Year 
of the City, the 34 of the 194th Olympiad, A. M. 
4003, andin the 25th Year of Auguſtuss Reign, 
from his Eſtabliſhment by the Senate and-' Peo- 


ple. 


IV. All the Provinces of the Rowan Empire,were 
now in a profound Peace and Quiet, and as much 
as we know, all the Nations in the World were in 
the ſame State ; and Auguſtus at preſent had but 
ſmall Employment, beſides his daily receiving thoſe 
Honours and Acknowledgments pay'd him by Fo- 
reign Nations, and by the greateſt Monarchs and 
Potentates upon. Earth. At'the ſame time. Tibe- 
rius at Rhodes, growing weary of his five Years 
Retirement, publickly declar'd, That he left Rome 
Purely to avoid the Suſpicion of Envy between bim and 
the two Brothers, Caius and T.ucius ; requeſting the 
Emperor, That ſince thoſe Obſtacles were now remov/'d 
by their being arriv d at Man's Eſtate, and their being 
Plac'd next to himſelf in Authority, be wou'd grant him 
leave to return home, and viſit bis Frien!s. But the 
Favour wasabſolutely deny'd him, and a Meſlage 


was ſent to bid him Lay aſide all Care and Thoughts of 


hy Friends, ſince he hail ſo reſolutely deſerted them. "Thus 
he was oblig'd extreamly againſt his Defire to con- 
tinue at Rhodes ; but to cover his Ignominy, his 
Mother the Empreſs with much Art and Difficul- 
ty, obtain'd that he ſhou'd be there in Quatity 
of Legatus from the Emperor. But ia ttead of ex- 
erciſing that Office, he retir'd to the middle ot 
the Iſland, to avoid the Complements of ſuch as 
Sail'd by ; only when Caius paſs'd that way, he 
croſs'd over to Chios, to clear himſelf from all! Su- 
ſpicions, all the time ſhewing himſelf very ſubmiſ< 
ſive and reſpe&tful to Him and his Atrendaart:, 

D 3 Af < 


- 
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After this he left off his uſual Riding, and other 
Martial Exercifes ; and laying aſide the Habit of 
his Country, reduc'd himſelf to his Pallium and 
Crepide, thus continuing for almoſt two Years. 
Tho! he oftenſhew'd himſelf Generous and Brave, 
yet now his Vices had fo openly appear'd among 

by the Inhabitants of the Iſland, that they daily more - 
deſpis'd and hated him ; infomuch that the Peo- 
ple of Nemauſus defac'd his Pictures and Statues : 
And in a familiar Banquet, mention being made 
of him, one of the Company roſe up and pro- 
mils'd Caius then prefent, That if he wou'd but give 
the Word, he ſhoud have the Head of this Exile in a 

Atoment. | 

Tiberius now finding himſelf in great Danger 
and Manifeſt Hazzard of his Safety, began more 
earneſtly to folicite his Return, by the Intereſt of 
his Mother, who had always a mors than ordina- 
ry Influence upon the Emperor ; notwithſtanding 
which, Auguſtus would no ways proceed in this 
Afﬀair, without the particular conſent of Caius. 
Not long after Caius's Governour Lellius dy*d,. and 
Ouirinus, a Friend to Tiberius, coming into his Place, 
fo chang'd the Face of Afﬀairs, that Tiberins by 
; Cainss Permitiion, was at laſt recall'd, upon Con- 
Tiberius bs dition, That he ſhould bear no Office in the Commun- 
ds Wealth ; and accordingly being arriv'd at Rome, he 
F gave hiniſelf wholly to a retir'd Life, doing ſome 
a private Curteſies, but ating in no publick Buſi- 
; neſs. But the Difquiets and Jealouſies of Tiberins, 
; were all atan end in no Jong time after ; for firft 
WEThe Deaths of Lucius being appointed for the Armies in Spain, 
"a and dy'd ſuddenly at Marſeilles; and in leſs than rwo 
_— Years after, his Brother Caius, baving firſt receiv'd 
a Wound in 4rmenia, in his Return towards Rozre, 
dy'd at Limyra, a City in Lycia. ' The Bodies of 
both Brothers were brought to Rome by mem” 
| unes 
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bunes of the Army, and the Silver Bucklers and 
Spears they had receiv'd from the Equites, were hung 
up in the Senate Houſe. Such were the Ends of 
both theſe Brothers, who were much belov'd by 
Auguſtus, for their Father's fake, but of no great 
Fame and Renown themſelves ; but the Manner 
of their Deaths have by many. been imputed to 
the Secret Arts of Livia, whoby all poſlible Ways 
and Methads, endeavour'd to advance her Son 7:- 
berias to the Empire. Not long Before which, He- 
10d King of Fudza, in expeRtation of deſtroying 
our Saviour, made a barbarous Maffacre of ail the 
Infants in and about Berhlehews, that were two Years 
of Age, andunder. His Cruelty to his Wife, his Herod's Cru- 
Severity to his Children, and his Tyranny to his © andDeath. 
Subjes, had given Auguſtus juſt Occafion to ſay, 
That he had rather be a Hog, than his Son 5 and his 
Death was no lefs miſerable, than his Life had 
been dereſtable, labouring under all the nauſeous 
and tormenting Concomitants, that can be imagi- 
n'd ; as Scorchings and Ulcers in his Bowels , 
Convultions in his Nerves, Swellings and Rotten- 
neſs in his Limbs, an inſatiable Appetite , and 
Worins and intolerable Smells, from all Parts of 
his Body. His Reign had been fo odious to his 
Subzes, that when his Son 4rchelams was come to 
Rome, to beg the Kingdom of Fudza, the Fewiſh 
Ambaſſadors , accompany'd with 8000 of their 
Country-Men in Rome, perition'd that they might 
be joyn'd to Syria, and live under Roman Gover- 
nours without any King ; but Auguſtus judgd it 
moſt proper to give one half of Fudea to Ar- 
chelaus, and the reſt to his ewo Brothers Antipasand 


Philip. 
Aupuſtus having thus ſetled the Aﬀairs of Fu- A. D. 
deza, and his third ten Years being now expired, CE 


he took the Government upon him for ten more, 
| D 4 tho' 


tho' with ſome Unwillingneſs , and almoſt by 
Conſtraint. Not long after which, his Palace was 
by accident burnt down ; and when many freely 
offer'd him large Sums of Money for its Repara- 
tion, he, out of a Deſire to be little burdenfom, 
refus'd all, except a ſmall and fer Quantiry out 
of each Body or Corporation. And when his 
Palace was rebuilt, he would have it accounted a 
Publick Edifice , either becauſe the People had 
contributed towards its Building, or becauſe he 
was Pontifex Maximus, who always were diſtin- 
guiſh'd by their Pablick , as well as Private 
Houſes. He did one remarkable thing this Year, 
as more peculiarly belonging to his Office of Ponti- 


The laſt Refor- fex Maximus, which was a further and compleat 
mation of the Reformation of the Roman Year. The third In- 
Roman Tear. tercalary Day, which had crept in by the Careleſ- 


neſs of the Reman Prieſts, being ſuperfluous, was 
omitted inthe Month of February; but thencefor- 
ward, he commanded that one Day in the Begin- 
ning of every fifth Year, ſhou'd be intercalated, 
according to the Inſtitution of Julius Ceſar; and 
for the perpetual Obſervation of this Order, he 
caus'd it to be engraven in Braſs. And from this 
Year, the Accounts of Time took their Riſe, this 
Courſe being conſtantly obſerv'd, till the Change 
made in the Calendar by Pope Gregory 1574 Years 
after. Bur leſt the Rowan Fairs which were held 
every ninth Day, ſhou'd fall upon the Kalends of 
Fanuary, ones Day was often added in the End of 
che preceding Year, over and above the Cuſtom, 
and taken away again the year following, that 
the whole Courſe might exactly agree with the 
former Inſtitution of Fulius Ceſar ,, which was 


made abou: ,47 Years before the laſt Change. 


. Abouc this time, the People, whether out of 
Lovers the Emperor, or Relpet to his Family, 
3366 ] earneſtly 
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earneſtly petition'd him to recall his Daughter 
Fulia 3 but he anſwer'd *em, That Fire and Wa- 
ter ſhou'd ſooner meet, than they two. * His Concern 
and Reſentments in this Matter were fo great , 
that when he underſtood that Phezbe, one of his 
Daughter's Confidents, had chang'd her ſelf, he 
proteſted openly, Thar he had rather have been Phoe- 
be's Father, than Julia's. Yet after five Years ſtri& 
Confinement, they almoſt compell'd him to per- 
mit her removal from the Iſland, into the Con- 
tinent, but wou'd never wholly reſtore her ; and 
when the People were more than ordinary ur- 
gent with him in that Matter, hein a violent Paſ- 


Eton wiſh'd, That they might have ſuch Daughters and 


fuch Wives. However he conferr'd extraordinary 
Favours upon her Husband T:berius, tho' the Peos 
ple had affronted him for her ſake : He firſt. made 
him Partner in his Tribune-Ship for five Years, and 
partly through the prevailing Solicitations of Livia, 
and partly from the Hopes he conceiv'd of his 


Vertues outweighing his Vices, as Suetonius thinks, Tiberius a- 
he after that adopted him for his Son. Tacitus opted by Aus 


wou'd infinuate that he did this, becauſe he knew 
the Wickedneſs of his Succeflor, wou'd make his 
Death more regretted, and: his Reign more ad- 
mird ; but what ever were his Motives, he pub- 
lickly Swore before the People, That he adopred Ti- 
berius, for the ſake of the Common-Wealth. Hiscau- 
tious Proceeding in this Matter, was very remar- 
kable ; for firſt, to prevent any Inconveniencies 
that might be occaſion'd by ſuch an Advancement 
of Tiberius, he caus'd him to adopt his Brother 


Druſus's Son Germanicus, a Youth of rare Vertues, 4nd Germa- 
and amazing Excellencies, tho' at the ſame time, <5 & Ti- 


Tiberius had a Son of -his own; and in the ſame 
Day, Auguſtus likewiſe adopted Agrippa Poſthumus, 
the only ſuryiving Brother of Caius and Lucins. 

__ Aﬀeer 
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Bl Livisa by her refin'd Artifices, extorted this im-F 
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Aﬀeer Augyfas had thus ſtrengthen'd hirkſelf by theſ<* 
Adoption of Tiberius and Agrippa, he undertook} 
a new Purgation and Modelling of the Senate” 
and again ſtri&tly examin'd into the Manemiſlion fu 
of Slaves; and took Care that his former LawsI" 
ſhou'd be faichfully execured. Ac the ſame time}: 
he generouſly recover'd the Eftates and Fortune}*! 
of ſeveral young Men,both of Senarorian and Faw 
frian Dignity, whoſe Lives were promiſing, and ol 
had fallen into Decay, without any Crimes of th 
theirs. | ] ul 
In the mean time a great and dangerous Con- ih 


ſpiracy againſt the Emperor was diſcover'd ; and} 
Cernelins Cima, Grandſon to Pompej by his Daugh- & 
ter, was found to be the principal Perſon con- 8 
cern'd, [beſides fome others of the higheſt Rank. i 
The Knowledge of this was a very ſenſible At-F* 
fliction to Augytas, and the more, becauſe he R 
knew not how to determine any thing advantage-/ 
ouſly concerning the Conſpirators Perſons : For. 
he ſhou'd put *em to Death, he fear'd to exaſperate 
theirFriends,who were able to have rais d dangerous}: 
Difturbances ; and if he ſhou'd pardon 'em,it might 
wo much encourage Others in the !ike pernicious. 
Attempts. His racking Doubts, and his penetra-F 
ting Warineſs fo tormented him in this Exigency, Þ 
that he could have no Reſt for a conſiderable Spact, F; 


" 


portant Secret from him, and by many ingenious], 
and politick Arguments for Clemency, perſwaded 
him, To avoid all violent Remedies, and make uſe of Þ_ 
Lenitives, as the only Cure for this preſent Diſfempet. hg. 
But whether mov'd by her Reaſons, or led by hisF 
own Diſcretion, he ſent for the guilty Perſons, oti- þ. 
ly corrected *em with Words and -:ii' uRtions, andF, 
diſmiſs'd them ; and to ſhew a fatter Inſtance 

of his Clemency and Generofiry, he nominated F 
' Cornelius, | 
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x. $Cermelius, Conſul for the next enfuing Year. - This 
SoptAtion, in which was ſhewn as much Courage 
arayas Judgment , fo far oblig'd all Men, and had 
70 Ifoch happy Effetts upon others, that from that 
aweriine, as Dion writes , not only all Confpiracies 
: neddgainft him ceas'd, bur likewiſe the very Suſpicion 
ne$200 Imagination of *em. 


gull In the following Year, when Cornelins was one 


! gfyeie ſmallneſs of their Pay, and the'Wane of their 

Iuſual Rewards ; which occafion'd Augnſtus in a 
or Þhort rime after, to ereft a Military Treaſury , 
\rd {committing the Charge thereof tothree Perfons of 
gh- Pratorian Rank, who were to be attended by two 
Sh {Liffors and Servants. For the more ſpeedy Adver- 
n& {ikment of Occurrences in his Provinces, he had 
Af.Þormerly appointed young Men upon all great 
-» {Roads, who being at no great Diſtance, ran on 
"Foot with the News from one to- another; but 


oF "ow he plac'd a fort of flying Chariots, judging 
ate em more commodious for Expedition, and more 
on {convenient for the Examination and Difcourſing 
oh rith the Meſſengers, when Occaſion requir'd it. 


GA In this and the following Year, Rome was much 
; Eiffiited with Famine, infomuch, that the Glad;- 
ors and all thefaleable Slaves, were fent 80 Miles 
Kiſltant from the City ; and Auguſtus himſelf,as well 
2 many others, ſent away their Servants. Sena- 
ors were now permitted to go whither they de- 
prd; and left the Senatuſconſulra ſhou'd by this 
ans be of leſs Force, it was decreed, That what- 
wer was enacted by thoſe Senators in the City, 
Jtou'd be valid. Auguſtus ſtill gave as much Corn 


B «+ * 2 = L 

or; formerly, to ſuch as uſually receiv'd it of the 

1ndF blick, having fome few Years fince, reduc'd 
, Þcir indeterminate Numer to two hundred thou- 

nce "af P . » . 3 

red $20: Bus finding all this too little, he wou'd not 


lius, ? 


of the Conſuls, the Soldiers much complain'd of 


permit 
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permit the People to. feaſt publickly on his Birth 

Day : And theſe Wants and Miſeries, made may 

of the Common People very tumultuous and 
ditious ; but thoſe Diſturbances gradually abatd 

as the Plenty of Proviſions and Neceſfaries -« 
creas'd. Auguſtus was now no leſs embarraſs'd in th 
Troubles of the Publick, than in thoſe of his ow 

Tg Agrip- Family ; for Young Agrippa, whom he had latel 
pz Baniſh'd. adopted, by his extravagant Life, and irreclaims 
ble Vices, became ſo Scandalous to his Family 

and odious to the Emperor, that he baniſh'd hin 

to the Iſland Planatia. After this, whenever an 
Mention was made of him, or the two Fulia's, 
wou'd often with a profound Sigh cry, Would | 
Heaven I had lid without a Wife, or dy d with 
Children ! Nor did he ordinarily call *em by a 

other Name than his three Biles or Impoſthumes. 

A. D. At this time were many Wars in the Provincaſy 
7. as well as Miſeries in theCity. The T/auri in Al% 
b:gan with Devaſtations, but proceeding to #5 
War, were overthrown. The Getul; in Afridi 
refuſing any longer to be Subje& to King Tull; 

took Arms againſt him, and killd many Romani 
making likewiſe ſo ſtrong an Oppoſition, that 

Coſfjes for ſubduing that Nation obtain'd Triunt 
 Phal Honours, and the Surname of Gerulicus. S 
veral Expeditions were made againſt - the Gai 

mans , and principally by Tiberizs, who pierch*, 

with his Conquering Arms, as far as the Viſuafſ® 

and Alb, did noble Service in thoſe Parts, an"; 
gain'd great and rich Spoils,which caus'd both hi 

and Auguſtus to receive again the Title of Imperata 

Burt the moſt dangerous War was rais'd. aboi 

this time by the Daſmatians and Pannonians, Wil, 

now grown in Strength, and unfatisfi'd with ti - 
Benefits of a long Peace, and the Burden of {x 
longer Tribute, had revolted, and joyn'd witf q 


F VY 


brck's  yrrnny Wein, AY to _ A WY pops Thad rd Lend A” BY As 


KN chap.l. AUGUSTUS 1. 


| 


] all the Neighbouring Nations, gathering together 
FE z2n Army of 200000. Foot, and 9ooo. Horſe , 
4 which very much threatn'd Italy and Rome it fel. 
} Levies were therefore made with the utmoſt Ex- 
| pedition , the veterane Soldiers recall'd from all 


Y 
. 


= q Parts, and Angus left Rome, and betook himſelf 
i} to Ariminum, for the greater Conveniency of Cor- 
- #4 reſpondence and Dire&ions; and tho? perſonal 


| Valour was not this Emperor's greateſt Vertue, 
| yer no Prince in the World gave wiſer Orders up- 
} on all urgent Occaſions, or cou'd tranſport him- 
q {lf with greater Expedition or Advantage into all 
| Parts of his Dominions, when Occaſion requird 
} it. The War continu'd. nigh three Years, with 
1 great Dangers and Difficulties, being principally 
4 manag'd by Tiberixs and Germanicas, the latter of 
Þ which gain'd extraordinary Honour and Reputa- 
44 tion againſt thoſe fierce People. Upon their Re- 
} duction, Bato their General being ſumimon'd be- 
# fore Tiberins's Tribunal, 'was asKd by him, For 
[. # Þhat reaſon they wou'd revolt, and continue in Rebelli- 
"a apainſt the Roman Arms. This General boldly 
mreply'd, That they themſebves were the Aggreſſors, who 
4 of Dogs and” Sheepherds to ſecure their Flocks, 


a 


; jad appointed Wolves and Wild Beaſts to devour 
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be © Before this War was compleatly finiſh'd, Au- 

fin ts in the Winter return'd to Rome, where great 

/#F Complaints were made to him concerning the too 
1 Wa 3 M4 - - 

T great Number of the unmarry'd Equites, which in 

1 2 great meaſure, proceeded from the Looſneſs of 

[ their Lives. This, together with the fatal Exam- 


LUN ple of it to others, appear'd a Matter of fo dan- 


. ; = a Conſequence to this. good Emperor; that 
c "he immediately ſummon'd the whole Body of the 
4 Equeſtrian Order ; where in the Aſſembly, he or- 


" "d&rd the Marry d and Unmarry'd Perfons to be. 


© feparately 
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And he wws ſenſible that all 


5 procee 


kind of Vertue or. Abſtinence, but from a Looſneſs. ant} 


Wantonneſs, which ought never to be encourag'd in at 
civil Government, Having finiſh'd his Speech, ht 
immediately increas d the Rewards of ſuch as had 
Children , and impos'd conſiderable Fines upon 
unmarry'd Perſons, allowing them the Term 
a Year, in which Space if they comply'd, they 
were freed from the Penalty. Yet to ſhew that 
he wou'd diſcourage nothing that had the appear 
ance of Vertue, he beftow'd upon ſuch Women 
as had vow'd a perpetual Virginity, Rewards equal 
to Mothers. This ſame Year Auguſtus RR 
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0vid, the famons Poer, into Pontus, for his Amo- The Baniſh- 


& Empire than that of the Romans; tho' many 
Toſs it was for ſuch ſecret Crimes, or dange- 


F rous Diſcoveries, as muſt have been more fatal to 


him than Baniſhment. | 

Upon the finiſhing the Wars in Dalmatia and 
Pannonia Tiberius and Germanicus return'd to Rome, 
where they were. decreed Triumphal Honours, 


/; and Triumphal Arches in Pamonia, on which 


magnificent Trophies were plac'd. Germanicas 
for his excellent Services was alſo allow'd Pretari- 
a Honours, and Liberty 'to ſtand for the Com- 


ſulſhip, cho' only twenty four Years of Ape. 


But the Joy of theſe Triumphs and new Advance- 
ments in Rome immediately vaniſh'd upon the 
dreadful News from Germany of the entire Defeat 
of Quintilius Varus ; a Perſon rather of an Illuftri- 


Fm than a Noble Family, who Commanded in 
at Country, and acted as tho' the Germans were 


- more eaſily curb'd by the Roman Laws than the 


Romany Sword, He had manap'd his Aﬀairs with 


| that exceeding Carelefnefs and Indiſcretion, that 


the Germans by their Induſtry and Stratagems eaft- 


If found Means to draw him into their Country 


through Woods and Marſhes in ſeparate Bodies, 
which caus'd the lofs of his Life, and' the ennire 
(ltruction of three compleat Legions, with as 
many Az, and ſix Cohorts ; an Overthrow the 
greateſt that the Remans ever receiv'd ſince that of 
Craſſus againſt the Parthians above 60 Years be- 
fore. Theſe were the beſt and choiceſt Legions 
of the whole Empire, eicher for Valour, Diſci- 
pline, or Experience ; ſo that the News of this 
lols at Rome, together with the defenceleſs State 
of Iraly againſt the Gauls and 'Germans, pur the 

: City 


f rus Elegies, and his Arr of Love, the Loofſnels of == f Ov 
F which being thought capable of corrupting a lar- | 
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City into a great Conſternation, Guards being ſet 
in all Places to prevent Tumults and Diſturbance. 
This was ſuch a ſenſible Affliction to the good 
Old Emperor, that he let his Beard and Hair 
grow for ſeveral Months; and, as many write, 
id ſometimes in a very diſturb'd Manner, knock 
his Head againſt the Wall, crying, Reſtore the Le- 
grons Varus! He vow d the great Games to Ju- 
piter, when he recover d the Commonwealth, as 
had been done formerly in the Wars of the Cimbri 
and Marſi ; and he Yearly obſerv'd the Day of 
this Defeat as a Day of Mourning. Upon Intel- 
gence, ſhortly after, that .the Germans had not 
paſs'd the Rhine, as was expected, nor made any 
reat Advantage of their Victory, the Peoples 
ears were much abated ; however Anguſtus was 
fill very diligent in raiſing what Men he cou'd 
procure, which he ſuddenly diſpatch'd away un- 
der the Command of Tiberius into Germany. 
Tiberius invaded Germany with much Vigour, to- 
ether with Germanicus, who had the Power of 
Proconſul: They made great Devyaſtations in nia- 
ny Parts, but ſubdu'd no Nation, nor fought any 
Battel, keeping chiefly about the Rhine, and pru- 
deritly avoiding thoſe falſe ſteps which ruin'd 
Varus. In the latter end of the Year they re 
earn'd to Rowe, at which time Young Druſus, the 
Son of Tiberins, was made Quzftor, and ſixteen Pre- 
tors were created at this time, tho' for many 
Years following there were but twelve. Some 
Diſturbances being now rais'd by Augurs and For- 
tune-Tellers, Auguſtzs wiſely forbad all ſuch Per- 
ſons to uſe any publick or private Predictions con- 
cerning the Deach of any Man ; not that he was 
any way apprehenſive himſelf, for he publickly 
.expos'd the Scheme of the Heaven under which 
he was ſuppos'd to have been born. He alſo com-ſ 
| manded, 
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manded, 'That none {ſhou'd- give Publick Honour 
to Governours of Provinces, during the Time of 
their Adminiſtration, nor wichin ſixty Days after 


their Departure ; becauſe by reaſon of the Ho-- 


\ 


\ 


A9 


nours and. Applauſes they receiv'd there, they of- 


ren carry'd themſelves haughtily, and adted inju- 
rionſly ro the Pubiick. He ſhew'd more than or- 
dinary, Kindneſs and Favour to Germanicas, who, 
according to his high. Merits, was Jhortly ater 
made Conſul. with C. Cepiro ; and now Auguſtus 
being grown Ancient, in the 74th. Year of his 
Ape, he by Writing recommended Germanicus to 
the Senate, and the Senate to Z:berins. He de- 
fir'd the Senate, That they wou'd no longer ſalute him 
at the Palace, according to their Cuſtem, nor take it a- 
miſs if for the future he .cou'd not publickly converſe 
with 'em as formerly. Yet after this he did no 
ways throw off the Care and Concern of- the 
Common-wealth, or give himſelf up to his Eaſe, 
bur by many wiſe and vertuous Actions, ſhew'd 
kimivlf ſtill a hearty and zealous Lover of his 
People, and a true and affectionate Farther of his 
Country. | 
The Year following the Conſulihip of Germa- 
nicus, Auzuſtus's fourth ten Years being expir'd, he 
with much Unwillingneſs took upon him the 
Governinent for ten longer ; but transferr'd the 
Authoricy of his perpetual Tr#bune-ſhip up- 
on Tiberius; and likewiſe granted his Son 
Druſus the Priviledge of ſtanding for the: Conſul- 
jhip within three Years. Finding it-very incon- 
venient to come. to. the Senate by reaſon of his 
Age, he defird to have twenty Privy-Councellors 
altign'd him for a Year, having formetly bur fit 
teen for ſix Months ;, and it was decreed, That 
whatever he agreed upan. with, them; together 
with the Conſuls, and his adopted Nephews, 


ſhou'd 
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ſhou'd have the ſame Force as if they were voted 
in the Caria. This Year Auguſtus made his Will, 


. and deliver it to the Veſtal Virgins ; in the fol- 


lowing he folemniz'd a Cenſus, in which Luſtrum 
were found four Millions and 137000 Heads in 
Rome, a number proportionable to the vaſtneſs of 
the Roman Dominions. While the Ceremonies 
were performing, with a mighty Concourſe of 
People in the Campus Martius, an Eagle was ob- 
{erv'd to fly about him ſeveral Times, and dire&- 
ing her Flight to a Chappel, fat over the Name 
of Agrippa; which, with ſome other things of the 
like Nature, was by all look'd upon as a preſaging 
Omen of his Death ſhortly y oy The Augurs 
declar'd it wou'd be after a Hundred Days, from 
the firſt Letter of Ceſar being ſtruck 'off his Sta- 
rue by a Thunder-Bolt ; at which time he ſhou'd 
be reckon'd among the Gods, for AESAR in 
the Hetrarian Tongue fgnifies a God. Shortly af- 
ter he ſent Tiberiusinto Niricum, and accompany'd 
him as far as Beneventum; but returning back in- 
diſpos'd by a Diarrhea, he came to Nola nigh Ca- 
pra, and there finding himſelf dangerouſly ill, he 
ſent for Tiberius and his moſt inward Friends and 
Acquaintance; to whom he recommended many 
wiſe and uſeful Things, particularly telling 'em, 
That he had found Rome built of Brick, but he had 
left it of Marble, meaning not only the Beauty 
and Neatneſs of the Buildings, but alſo the Ma- 
jeſty and Firmneſs of the Empire. Then calling 
for a Looking-Glaſs, he caus'd his Hair to be 
Comb'd, and his wrinckFd'Cheeks to be ſmooth'd 
up, as*an Actor upon the Stage, he ask'd his 
Friends, Whether he had play'd bw Part well? And 


-upon their anſwering, Yes, che cry'd, Phlaudite ! 


7h» Death of 4 
A uu Nos. 


and ſo expir'd in the Embraces of his belov'd Wite 


Livia,bidding her Remember their Marriage,and Fare- 
wel. | , Shut: | 


Such 
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Such was the End of the great Auguſtus, who 
dy'd almoſt in the 76:b. Year of his Ape, to the 
unexpreflible Grief of the whole City and Em- 
pire ; his Death being promoted, as fome believe, 
by the exquiſite Contrivances of Livia, who, by 
reaſon of a late private Viſit to his Baniſh*'d Grand- 
ſon Agrippa, much fear'd the Diſinheriting of her 
Son Tiberius, To draw his Character in ſhort, 
He was a Perſon of the higheſt Learning and E- 
loquence, and the moſt amazing Wiſdom and 
Sapgacity ; and tho' he cannot be faid to have had 
ſo large a Soul, and fo vaſt a Genius as his Great 
Uncle Fulius Ceſar, yet he had as Generous a 
Temper, a Mind as penetrating, and certainly a 
more regular Spirit. His principal Vices were his 
Love of Women, and his Cruelty and fallacious 
Actions in the ſecond Triumwvirate ; in the former 
he was not very exceſlive, except in relation to 
his own Wife Zivia; and the latter proceeded not 
from his Nature and Temper, but were purely the 
effects of his exquiſite Policy : However, his in- 
numerable Ads of Wiſdom and Vertue afterwards, 
ſufficiently wip'd away thoſe Blots and Imper- 
feftions ; and never any Prince, in what Age ſo- 
ever was more univerſally Honour'd and Eſteem'd 
by the greateſt Potentates upon Earth, nor more 
truly Belov'd and Ador'd by his own Subjects. 
He is moſt properly call'd the Founder and For- 
mer of the Roman Empire, as Fulius Ceſar is ſaid 
to have mark'd it out, having Reign'd almoſt 4x 


| Years, from the full Eſtabliſhment of his Autho- 
| rity by the Senate and People, and 44 from the 


Death of his Rival 4»:hony, or rather from the 
Battel of A#ium, from which time many will 
have his Reign to commence, as ſome will have 
it from the Death of Julius Ceſar, which makes 
his Reign 57 Years, according to that — 
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He dyd in the 767th. Year of the City, the ſe- 
cond of the 198:h. Olympiad, and the 15th. Year 
of our Saviour Chriſt, leaving Rome in a ſtate flou- 
riſhing beyond all other Cities in the World. - 


G_ 
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From the Death of Auguſtus, to the Death of 
Tiberius - the Third Emperor, who debas'd, 
aud brought the chief Corruptions into the 
Roman Emprre. 


Containing the ſpace of above 2.2 Tears. 


[ HE Afﬀairs of the Empire were now fo 

unſettled, and the Fears of Livia ſo ſtrong, 
that for ſome ſpace the Death of Auguſtus was 
kept ſecret, leſt upon the Abſence of 73berius in 
Illyricwr, fome Tumults and Diſturbances might 
happen to his Diſadvantage. It is very doubttul, 
whether 7:berivs at his Return found him alive or 
dead ; for Livia had-carefully guarded and fſecu- 
red the Pailages to the Houſe, ſometimes intima- 
ting his Recovery, and again a Relapſe; till ha- 
ving ſettled Matters as the Time and Occaſion 
requir'd, the ſame Report which not long before 
brought the joyful News of Augſtus's Amendment, 
now publiſh'd his Death, and that 7berius was in 
aQual poſlefſion of the Empire. In the time of 
theſe. ſecret Practices and Contrivances, Young 
Agrippa, whom Avugnſius had baniſh'd, was now 
murder'd by Order of Tiberivs,' with this Report 
made, That it was done by the particular appointment 
of Auguſtus, who had given charge to the Centurion 


that guarded him, to diſpatch him pon the firſt Intelli-. 


gence 
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gence of his Death. And Tiberius, the better to ſup- 
port this Story, when the Centurion gave him an 
Account, That be had perforia'd his Commands, im- 


_ mediately anſwer'd him, That he had given him no 


ſuch Command, and that he ſhou'd anſwer it before the 
Senate. Criſpus Salluſtius, who was acquainted with 
the greatelt Secrets o! T:berias, hearing of this, and 


| fearing his own danger, immediately advis'd Li- 


via, By no means to divulge the Secrets of her Houſe, 
the Counſel of Friends, and the Services of Soldiers ; 
and that Tiberius ſhowd beware of weakening and di- 
miniſhins the Sovereign Authority , by referring all 
Things to the Senate; the Nature of Ab[olute Power 
being ſuch as cou'd not be preſerud intire but in one 
aloe. By which means the whole Marter was 
huſt'd and paſs'd over without any furcher Noiſe 


or Enquiry abour it. 


In the mean time the Body of Auguſtus was 
born. by the principal Men of the ſeveral Cities 
from. Nola to Reme, where it was receiv'd in a 
folemn and pompous manner by the Equites, and 
brought into the City by Night. The Day fol- 
lowing the Senate were aflembled by vertue of 
Tiberius's Tribunitial Power, to which Aſſembly 
the Senators came only in their Equeſtrian Habit, 
and the Magiſtrates in their Senator:an, except the 
Pretexta. Tiberins and his Son Druſus both ap- 
pear'd in deep Mourning, and offer'd Incenſe at 


their coming, omitting the uſual Ceremony of 


Trumpeters. The Senators being ſeated in their 
uſual Places, \and the Conſuls at this time below 
'em, Tiberius began a conſolatory Orarion to 'em, 
but ſuddenly ſtopp'd in the beginning of his 
Speech, as unable to reſtrain the Violence of his 
Sorrow, and with a profound Sigh wiſl'd, Thar 
not only his Voice, but his Life might fail him; and 
at the ſame time gave his Notes to his Son Druſus 
EY to 
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to read 'em out. Aﬀer which Polybius, one of 
| Auguſtus's Freed-Men, publickly read his Will in 
the Senate-Houſe, wherein he made Tiberius and 
Livia his Heirs ; and by that Livia was likewiſe 
adopted into the Fulian Family, and Intituled 
by the Name of Auguſta. Here he gave confide- 
rable Legacies to many Private Perſons, to thoſe 
of the Pretoria Guards, to the Legionary Soldi- 
ers, and to all the Inhabitants of Rowe. He was 
very bountiful to the Children of many, but 
wou'd not reſtore his Daughter Julia, Wife to 
Tiberius; but particularly forbad her being bury'd 
in his Sepulchre, notwithſtanding he left her a 
Legacy in his Will. Beſides his Will, four other 
Writings of his were produc'd at this time : In 
one he had left Inſtructions concerning his Fune- 
ral: In another, an enumeration was made of his 
ſeveral Exploits, which was to- be cut in Pillars of 
Braſs, and plac'd before his Monument. The third 
Writing contain'd, an account of the Provinces, 
Forces, and Revenues of the Empire, with the 
Iſtues, Arrears, State of the Treaſury, with other 
Matters belonging to the Publick. In the fourth 
h2 gave many wii 

Tiberius and the Commonwealth : Among other 
things there, it was his Opinion, That they ought 


carefully to endeavour the committing the Government to 


| Perſons beſt qualify d for it, and not to allow too much 
Authority to one Man, leſt he ſhou'd turn Tyrant, or bs 
Ruine endanger the Common-wealth. He likewiſe 
charg'd *em, To be ſatizfy d with their preſent For- 
tune, and not to defire the Enlargement of the Empire's 
Bounds ; for it being difficult to Bo what they bad al- 
ready gain'd, they wou'd probably, by endeavouring to 
obtain more, loſe what they now poſſeſs d, Aﬀter this 
follow'd his Funeral, which was ſolemniz'd with 
extraordinary Pomp and Magnificence, yrs 
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himſelf making his Funeral Oration, which he 
did with ſuch Eloquence and Artifice as ſuited 
both the Greatneſs of his Parts and the Depth of 
his Deſigns. It was decreed that Women ſhou'd 
mourn for him a whole Year ; Temples were ere- 
ed to him, Divine Honours allow'd him, and a 
Sum of Money given by Livia to Numerins Atticus, 
a Senator, as Dion relates it, for having ſworn that 
he ſaw him aſcending into Heaven, as Proculs 
anciently had ſaid of Romulus. 

The People of Rome at this time began to raiſe 
various Diſcourſes, and ſeveral had great Expe- 
Rations of their ancient Liberties ; . but now the 
Conſuls, Senators, and Equites ran headlong into 
Servitude, as Tacitus Writes 3 and that Complat- 
ſance and juſt Eſteem they had for the Perſon of 
Auguſtus, was now degenerated into baſe Fawn- 
ings and vile Flatteries to Tiberius, All Suits and 
Petitions were.now made to him ; and being of- 
ter d the Government in the Senate, tho' he had 
already ſecur'd it to himſelf, he with much Arti- 
fice began to diſcourſe of the Greatneſs of the 
Roman Empire, and in modeft Terms of his own 
Inſufficiency, . thought ihe Care and Wiſdom of Au- 
guſtus only capable of ſo weighty a Charge : That him- 
ſelf, being advanc'd by Auguitus as an Aſſociate and 
Partner in the State, had by ſufficient. Proofs learnt the 
Difculties, Contingencies, and Dangers inſeparably an- 
nex.d\to Rule and Sovereignty : And ſince the City was 


ſo. bappily  repleniſh'd with great Numbers of famous 
| and worthy Perſons, it ere highly more advantageons, 


that many by joyning their Cares and Comunſels, ſhou'd 
undertake this Charge, than to lay the whole Burden 


upon one Man. After which he expreſt himſelf in 


more doubtful and ambiguous Terms than before, 
till the whole Body of the Senators, jin the moſt 
low and humble Manner imaginable, begg'd of 
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= to accept of The Government. Tiberius, then, 
infinuating, That be was tmable to take Char ge of the 
Wd, but at their Requeſts was willins to inder take 
rhe Protettion of any one. Part rap ſhou'd think proper 
to aſſign him 5 Aſinins Gallus TY k'd bim, What Parr he 
Was” willing to accept. of ? Which unexpected Le- 
mand” much Rtartled Tiberins, Who for a while 
irood mute; but recovering 'himfelf, he with a, 
ſubtle Coleneſs anſwer d, That it ill became bis M- 
defi'y to chuſe or refuſe any one Part of that, from . all 
which he hegg'd to be excus'd. G allus perceiving bim 
i:wardly' offended, 'as readily reply*d; That he did 
not offer that Queſtion, as tho” he defion'd to divide what 
11 it ſelf Was inſeparable : but by his own Confeſſion to 
convince him, That the Common vealth was bit one, 
Boay, and conſequently 20 be govern 'd by the Wiſdom of 
one Perſon. Then continuing his Speech, he infiff- 
ed upon the great Merits and Accompliſhments of: 
Tiberizs, and enlarg'd upon the noble Vidories 
and Conqueſts he had gain'd abroad ; all which 
wou'd by no means appeaſe his private Anger and 
tecret Malice againſt him. At length Tiberius bez: 
ing wearied by the Clamours of all in general;,and" 
the Importunities of fome in particular, by little 
and little yielded to their Requeſts; not fo much 
becauſe he wou'd-confeſs, That be took ſo miphty a 
Charge as that of the Roman Empire upon him, as mo. 


fraiſh all troublelom Denials, .and all. further Intreaties* 


Adding at laſt, That Be-wod accept and keep the Bum 
Fire, rill. (uch time as- they in their great ' Prividonce 
jhcu'd think fit to give Repoſe to his Old Age. 
was 4 crafty Diflimulation on one. Side, atid a 
more Cangerous Flattery on the other, 'carry'd to 


a Degree that prov'd very injurious to the Romon 


State and People. 

Tiberius was now Fifty ſix Years of Ape, when 

he enter'd upon the Government z a and was yy 
| we 
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well ſettled in his Throne, when he receiv'd In- 
relligence that the Legions in Pannonia or Hungary, 


hearing. of the Death of Auguftus, and detiring 
Novelties and a more licentious Freedom , had 
mutinied-and revolted from TFulius Blzſus their 
Commander, a Captain call'd Percenias being Prin- 


cipa) of the Murtiny. Againſt theſe Tiberius ſent 
his Son Druſus with the utmoſt Diligence, who, 


afterheir requiring many great and unreafona- 
ble Advantages, quieted 'em with much Danger 
and Difficulty, firſt by taking advantage of a to- 
tal Eclypſe of the Moon which had much dif- 
courag'd *em, and* then by putting to Death Per- 
centns, with ſome other Perſons, molt engag'd in 
this Miltiny. As.this Accident had much mov'd 
Tiberinf® and caus'd him to be extremely cautious 
in his Government. at home, another had ftill 


grearer Effets uponihim : For almoſt at the ſame. 


time, and for' the ſame Cauſes; the Legions of 
Germany, in the Abſence of Germanichs their Ge- 
neral, rebelPd ; which prov'd the more violent 
and dangerous, as being far more ftrong and nu- 
merous than the other. Theſe boldly began to 


affirm, That the whole Roman Empire ws in their” 


Hands, and that its principal Grandeur was owing t0 
their Arms and Conqueſts; and when Germanicus ar- 
nd at the Camp, they unanimouſly reſoly'd to 
chtfe him Emperor, in oppoſition to Tiberigs. 
Germanicys was the Soldiers Darling, and was al- 
moſt Idoliz'd by *em ; ſo that he might with no 
gre Difficulties have rais'd himfelf to the higheſt 
Dignity tn-the Roman State: Bur his unbounded 
GreatneR”of Mind and Generofity wou'd not 
permit hitn to accept of any ſuch Offer; tho” his 
Refuſal, and his indefatigable Endeavours to ap- 
peaſe the Soldiers, often endanger'd his Life. His 
great Loyalty here- put him with his Wife and 

= : - «Children 


57 


58 


The Death of 


Jul. 


The Roman Fiiſtory. Book I. 


Children to the extremeſt Hazards imaginable; 
till at laſt, by his induſtrious Skill and wiſe Con- fl cr 
du, by a home and unexpected cutting off many IM 
of the principal Revolters, and a quick and ſud. tt 
den turning his Forces againſt the Germans, he Ml 7 
wholly quieted theſe Diſturbances. T:iberizs ex- Ml a 
tremely rejoyc'd at this News, but was much dif. 


"mm 
ſatisfied to find Germanicus ſucceed fo proſperouk,, MW li 


ly in this and other Actions; tho' at the. ſame; MW uv 
time he highly applauded all his Exploits before, MW p 
the Senate, who for this and other great Succeſſes. M n 
againſt the Germans , ſhortly. after decreed him IM fi 
great Honours. In the fame Year died Julia.in IM f 
extreme Want and Miſery, , being firſt depriv'd of ÞW r) 
her Annual Penſions by her Husband Tiberius, and. MW of 
then of all Hopes or Atliſtance; an End ſuitable;to MW h 
one who had ſo vilely debas'd:her ſelf,and {o pub- MW 15 
lickly ſcandaliz'd the nobleſt. Family in the World. WW « 
The late dangerous Diſorders, in Germany, toge- MW h 
ther with the venerable Eſteem all had for Germa- MW a; 
nicas, Was a ſevere Reſtraint. to the Actions of M h 
Tiberius, who now with a wonderful Dillimulation MW he 
conceal'd thoſe Vices and Enormities which af- {MW « 
terwards diſplay'd themſelves fo openly; and in MW fi 
almoſt all things acted like .a truly generous, di- MW /# 
{creet, and mild Prince. He utterly rejected, ma- W 
ny of thoſe great Names and Titles of Hqnour, 
which were fo readily offer'd him by the.Senate, 
and wou'd not allow 'em to build any Temples. 
ro him. He likewiſe forbad 'em to ered any: Sta-. 
tues to him, without expreſs Command, ; and if 
at. any time. he. did permit it, it was with this 
particular Caution, That they ſhoud not place 'em 
among the Images of the Gods,. as they had done ma: 
ny. others. He leem'd much diſpleas'd when he 
heard himfelf prais'd and extoll'd, and wholly re- 
fus'd the Eitle of Father of bx Country, which the 
| People 
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People had often, and with' great Applauſes at- 
tributed to him. Nor wou'd he permit any to 
{wear to the Obſervation of his Ordinances, tho" 
the Senate were there conſenting to it ; affirming, 
That all Mortal Things were mutable and uncertain, 
and the higher he was raisd, his State wou'd be the 
more _ to Danger and Ruine. He difſembled 
likewiſe an extraordinary Patience and Meekneſs 
upon all Occaſions ; and tho in the Senate there 
paſs'd ſome Things contrary to his Will and Opi- 
nion,and in other Afﬀairs he met with ſome Oppo- 
ſition, yet he ſeem'd not the leaſt diſpleas'd or of- 
fended. And underſtanding that ſome ſpoks ve- 
ry detratingly of him, and us'd many opprobri- 
ous Speeches againſt him and his Adminiſtration, 
he ſhew'd no Diſcontent or Alteration ; but mild= 
ly ſaid, That in a free City, the Tongues of Men 
ought to be free alſo. And when the Senate wou'd 
have exhibited Informations, and have proceeded 
againſt ſome who had publiſh'd Libels againſt 
him, he wou'd nor conſent to it, alledging, That 
he had greater and more uſeful Employment, than to 
embarraſs himſelf with ſuch Trivial Matters ; adding 
further, That hewou'd uſe no other Puniſhment againſt 
ſuch as defam'd him, than troubling *em ith keeping 
an Account of bas Attions ; if that were inſufficient,” 
he cou'd ſatisfie bimlelf with having as (mall an 
Eſteem for them, as they had for him. 

By theſe and other Acts of Patience and Cle- 
mency , he not only cover'd over his Cruelty, 
Pride, and Ambition, but by bis extraordinary 
Addreſs, he for a time mask d his Incontinence, 
Looſneſs, and ' Avarice, which laſt was his moſt 
apparent Paſſion ; all which he did with ſach ex- 

uiſite Artifices, that he ſeem'd to be no ways in- 
ected with theſe Vices. And when fome Gover- 
nours of Provinces demonſtrated to him by what 
ke; Means 


The Roman Hiſtory, - Book I. 


Means he might eaſily encreaſe his . Revenues 
from, thence, he with ſome concern anſwer'd, 
That a good Shepherd ought to ſhear, but never to flea 
bis Flock 3 and immediately abated ſame Tributes, 
and conferr'd Honours upon ſome particular Per- 
fons there. He conceald his luxurious Temper 
by reſtraining the Delicacies of - Bating-houſes 


and Taverns, and his libidinous Diſpoſition by ſe- 


verely puniſhing and; baniſhing many diſhoneſt 
Matrons and loofe Young Men; and in this Par- 
ticular he was fo ſtrit, that by Proclamation he 
prohibited the Kiſles which were daily given by 
way. of Salutation. In the Adminiſtration and 
Execution of. Juſtice he made many good and 
laudable Beginnings, taking exa& Care for the 
preventing of Thieves and Robbers, which were 
grown very numerous and inconvenient in taly ; 
and that Juſtice ſhou'd be truly and regularly exe- 
cuted in all Towns and Villages., And to eaſe the 


Citizens of Rowe, he caus'd the Pretorian Cohorts, 
which were the Emperor's Guards, to encamp 


and lodge themſelves without. the City-Walls in 
the Fields, where they were oblig'd ro continue, 
being us'd in the Palace by Parties and by Turns. 
For a conſiderable time .his Carriage towards the 
Senate was very reſpe&ful, to, which Aſtembly he 
thew'd a high Eſteem, giving them 1o' great an 


Authority in all Publick Matters, that he acted 


nothing of moment without their Counſel, deſt- 
ring that all ſhou'd be done by their Advice and 


Conſent. Having one Day in a Publick Matter 


diifented in his Opinion from | Q. Haterizs. in the 
Senate, Pardon me, I beſeech you, {aid be, if as 4 


Senator I ſpeak ©againſt you with more Freedom than. 
ordinary : Then turning to the whole Aſſembly, 
he ſaid, Moſt wenerable Fathers, I now. but repeat 


what I formerly ſaid, That @ good and prudent Prince, 
30 
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to whom you have given ſo great and abſolute a Power, 


ought to be as ſerviceable as poſſible to the Senate and 
Body of the City : Nor do I repent of any Thing 1 bave 
ſaid in this nature, having always accounted you my 
good, juſt, and moſt gracious Lords, The Senate on 
the other ſide, continually return'd him the molt 
extravagant Praiſes and Commendations, as like- 
wiſe did many of the Nobility ; fo that no Prince 
upon Earth was ever accompanied with more fer- 
vile Flatterers than.he ; which he perfedtly knew 
how to uſe and manage to the inſlaving and weak- 
ning the State. And at his firſt —_— to his 
Throne, the Romans ſeem'd far more diſpos'd to 
ſerve, than he to command ; and gave up them- 


jelves to Slavery at a time, when he cou'd ſcarcely 


have hop'd for their Subjection. 

In the mean time Germanicrs with admirable 
Skill and Succeſs proceeded in the Wars againſt 
the Germans, overthrowing *em in feveral Baccels, 
ſubduing the Angrivari, the Cheru/ci, and the Chatt;, 
with other fierce Nations beyond the Rhine, reco- 
vering the Enſigns loft by Yaris, and erecting fe- 
veral magnificent Trophies and Monuments int 
Honour to the Kemarn State and Emperor. Upon 
one of which he modeſtly pur this Title, The Pec« 
ple between the Rhine and the Elbe being vanquiſh'd, 
Tiberius Cafar's Army dedicates theſe Monuments to 
Mars, Jupiter, and Auguſtus; not ſo much as 
mentnoning his own Name, to avoid all Envy, or 
becauſe the Memory of the Ation was a ſutfici- 
ent Teſtimony of him, as Tacitus obſerves. Bur 
as all his cautious and dutiful Proceedings cou'd 
not extinguiſh the Jealouties and Suſpicions of 7:- 
berins, ſo his great Fortune and Succefles only 
grvd. to blow up his Envy and Hatred ; which 
began to appear in his uſing fo many plauſible 
Pretences to draw Germanicus from the German 

Legions, 
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Legions, which he knew wou'd ſerve him to 
the utmoſt. But at preſent Tiberius was more bu- 
fily imploy'd in ſupprefling a Domeſtick Inſur- 
rection made in italy by one Clemens, a Slave to 
that Agrippa,who had been Slain immediately after 
the Death of Auguſtus. This Perſon being about 
the ſame Age, and very much of the ſame Shape 
with his Lord, took upon him his Name, and 
| Causd it to be reported in all Parts, That Agrippa 
by the peculiar Goodneſs of the Gods, as ſtill pre- 
ſerv'd alive; which rais'd great Tumults in many 
Parts of Taly, and brought over great Numbers 
of looſe and Seditious People , Clemens himſelf 
boldly pretending a Right co the Empire. But 
as his Pretenſjons had but a weak Foundation , 
and hiniſelf a ſmall Reſpe&t from Perſons of 
Note, ſo he was ſoon defeated, by a Stratagem 
taken Priſoner, and brought before Tiberius, who 
having ask'd him how he was made Aprippa, the 
Fellow an{wer'd, As you were made Czlar. 'Tho' 
Tiberius had him wholly in his Power, yet fo 
great was his Fear, or his Policy, that he did not 
_ him publickly, but in a ſecret Place of his 

alace, commanded him to be executed, and his 
Body to. be privately convey'd away. And tho 
many of the Emperor's own Houſe, Senators and 
Nobility, were ſaid to have ſupported him-with 
their Purſes, and affifted him with their Coun- 
ſels; yet he madeno further Enquiry after any 
ſuch. Perſons. 

Tiberius had now quelld all Domeſtick Diſtur- 
bances according- to his Deſires, but ſtill the 
Actions and Exploits of Germanicus encreasd 
his Fears and Jealoufties, and made . him. ex- 
treamly unſatisfi'd. He had frequently ſought for 
plaulible Pretences of drawing him from Germany; 
and the Afﬀairs of this Year preſented him _ 
: 
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the faireſt Opportunity for that purpoſe, that he 
cou'd expect : For at this time the Parthians ha- 
ving firſt ſlain two of their Kings, and refus'd 
their lawful Succeſſor, whom Tiberius had freed 
from being his Hoſtage, they made War againſt 
the Roman Empire, breaking the Peace ratifrd in 
Auguſtus's Reign, andenter'd Armenia, wholeKing 
was a Tributary of the Romans. Tiberius, that he 
might proceed more by Policy than Authority, 
having procur'd Germanicus a Triumph decreed 
for his Exploits in Germany, writ to him, To re- 
turn to the Triumph which had been ſo juſtly decreed 
him; telling him beſides, That he was truly ſenſible 
that he had paſs'd through numerous Dangers and Ha- 
wards ; that he had the moſt deſirable Succeſs in many 
honourable Battels ; that he had been ſent nine Times 
into Germany by Auguſtus of famous Memory, where 
he had atchiev'd many noble Exploits both by his 
Counſel and Courage : But ſince. be had received the 
Submiſſion of ſo many People and Nations, and ſince 
the Romans had ſufficient Revenge on” *em, he thought 
it moſt proper to leave thoſe Nations to finiſh their own 
Wars. But Germanicus ſhewing no Inclination to 
a Triumph, and earneſtly begging for one Year 
longer to finiſh the Enterpriſes he had begun ; 
Tiberius more cloſely affaulted his Modeſty, by of- 
tering him the Conſulſhip once more, which he 
ſhou'd execute in Perſon. Germanicus now thought 
he cou'd not with Decency any longer withſtand 
theſe preſling Importunities, and finding the Sea- 
ſon very far advanc'd, he made no longer oy 
In Germany ; tho' he was well fatisfi'd that theſe 


were all but colourable Pretences, and the Effects 


of Envy, to draw him from the Glory he had al- 
ready obtain'd. Before his Arrival at Rome, upon 
the account of his Victories, a Temple was buil: 
to Fortune, in the Gardens which Fulius Ceſar had 
given 
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given to Rome ;' and 'likewiſe a Chappel + 
dicated to the Falian Family, with a fair Image e 
ted to Auguſtus. 

I'z the beginning of the following Year, Ge: 
renicus triamph'd, and after a-very Magnificen 
Manner, an Honour now more uncommon than 
formerly. The extraordinary Gracefulnefs of hi; 
Perſon and Carriage, and his Triumphal Chaii. 
ot loaden with five of his Children moſt beau. 
fully adoin'd, added much tothe Pomp and Splen- 
dor ; and the Joy was the more univerſal, both 


| becauſe of his being fo extreamly belov'd, and 


becauſe of his Recovering the Enſigns and Stan- 
dards loſt by Varus, which had been a moſt mor: 


tifying Piſerace to the Roman Nation. Tiberius in 


the Name of Germanicus, gave to all the People 
200 Seſterces each Man, and the Tucceeding Yea 
made him his Collegue in his Con/u!ſhip. Yer thek 
Favours did not tkroughly fſatisfie the People, who 
now perceiv'd ſome Signs of Tiberius's Envy to- 
wards Germanicus : And at this time his Baſe and 
Treacherous Diſpoſition, began to diſcover ir {lt 
in ſome few Inſtances ; particularly as to Arche 


aus King of Cappadocia , whom he maliciouſl 


remember'd, for not ſhewing any Duty to him 
when he continu d at Rhodes, many Years be 
fore. . For which reaſon, after he had allur'd him 
over to Rome, with many gracious Promiſes of 
Kindneſs, he cans'd him to be unjuſtly accus, 
and committed to Priſon 5 where ſhortly after thi 
unfortunate King dy'd in great Miſery and Extre 
mities, his Kingdom being upon this made tributz- 
ry to Rome, At the ſame time Avticchus King of 
Comagena , and Philopater King of- Cilicia , being 


| both dead, ſome Differences aroſe in thok 


Nations, to, the, Prejudice of the Romans ; and 
likewiſe Syria and Judza, overcharged with Tar 
| 


7" TY 


Chap. Il. TIBERTUS IL 
es, made earneſt Supplications for Eafements. All 
theſe Accidents, together with the Parthian and 
Armenian Wars, much haſtned the Deſigns of 7:- 
berizs 5 who plauſibly repreſented to the Senate, 
That the Diſturbances in the Eaft , cou'd by no Means 
be ſo effcEtually ſuppreſs 'd, as by the Preſence: of Ger- 
manicus in thoſe Parts, Whereupon all the Provin- 
ces in 4{ia were readily decreed to Germanicus, and 
a larger Power and Command given him, than 
had been granted to any Governor before him. 
But Tiberius to balance and reſtrain the Power of 
Germanicas 2s much as poſiible, had before depos'd 
his great Friend C. S:lanus from being Governour 
of Syria, and ſent Cy. Piſo in his Place, a Perſon 
of a raſh and head{trong Temper, and in every 
Refpec, fir to execute thoſe fatal Purpoſes for 
. which he was Chietiy defign'd. His Wife Plan- 
cina, who was of a more haughty Temper than 
he himſelf, had likewiſe ſecrec Inſtructions from 
Tiverius and Livia, to procure and excite all the 
Envy and Hatred they cou'd againft Germaniczs ; 
and even his Death, it Occaſion ſhou'd require it, 
as it afterwards appear'd. .. 
The ſame Year that Germanicus was made Con- 
ſal with T:berius, he departed from Rome, for his 
Eaſtern Expedition, carrying with him his Wife 
X- Azrippinaand his Chiidren ; and arriving at Le/bos, 
Mm his Wife in her lait Delivery had Julia. The 
of mean time Pi/o, purſuant of his Deſigns, by Gifts, 


of Flatteries , and all imaginable baſe Means, was 
58  induſtriouſly gaining the Hearts and Aﬀections of 
c- the Army againſt Germanicus, whom he. took 'the 
j Liberty of abuſing and vilifying beyond Meaſure. 
f But Germanicus more purſu'd the glorious Ends of 
g his Expedition, than obferv'd the private Deſigns 
: of Piſo ; and ina ſhort time by his. wiſe and dili- 
d gent” Management, he plac'd a King in Armenia, 
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The Koman Hiſtory. Book 1, 
who was a Friend and Ally of the Romans : And 
the Kingdoms of Comagena and Cilicia being void 
by the Deaths of their Kings, he reduc'd thoſe 
Countries into Provinces, and plac'd Pretors and 
Governours there ; in the former Q. Servius, in 
the, latter Q. YVeranius, Moderating in them the 
Royal Subſidies and Tributes. After this he ma- 
nag 'd his Aﬀairs with ſo much Skill and Dexterity, 
that he in a very ſhort time conſtrain'd the King 


_ of Parthia, to ſue for Peace and Alliance ; which 


Cermanicus- 


Bl poyſon'd. 


he granted and concluded , much to the Ho- 
nour of che Empire, and the Roman Name. How- 
ever Pi/o and his Wife Plancina continu'd to de- 
fame him, and openly to tax his Proceedings ; all 
which Aftironts Germanicws ſuffer d with great 
Prudence and Patience, ſtill carrying himſelf to- 
wards 'em with that Courteſie and Civility which 
was peculiar to him; well knowing the Origt- 
nal Spring of their Deſigns and Actions. And 
now- having happily finiſh'd the Parthian War, he 
took a Voyage into e/Zeypr, principally to view 
the Raritics and Antiquities of that famous 
Country 3 which highly offended Tiberizs , for 
reſuming to enter that Province, as he writ to him, 
2-hc Auguſtus among other Secrets of State, had 
frricily forbidden all Senators, Noble-Men and Knights, 
to iravel thither, without ſpecial Permiſſion. In the 
Abſence of Germanicxs, Piſo had form'd ſuch Plots 
and Deſigns againſt him, that when he under- 
ftood of his Return, he for  kis better Security, 
departed out of his Province. Burt as he lid pra- 
ctis'd his Death,he went not for far ; but remain'd 
for ſome few Days in a ſmall Iſland. During 
which time, Germanicus coming to Antioch, was 
there poylon'd with a flow working Poyſon, by 
the Practices of Piſo and his Wife, but by the Di- 
rections and Counſel of Tiberizs, as moſt Authors 
are of Opinion. | The 
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The unfortunate Germanicus now finding his 
End approaching, call'd for his Friends abour 
him, and ſpoke to 'em afterthis Manner. Since 1 
am ſo ſuddenly ſnatcht from you, my Faithful Friends, 
and my too much Iou'd Country, my laſt Favour to you 
ws, that you would fignifie. to my Father and Brother, 
with what Cruelty torn, with what Fraud circumwven- 
ted, T have finiſhd my miſerable Life, with a moſt 


Ipplorious Death. If Hopes conceiv'd of me have mov'd 


any ; if Proximity of Blood have excited any ; nay, if 
Envy towards me when living has provok'd any ; they 
now will weep, to find Him, who before flouriſh'd, and 
eſcap'd ſo many Battels and eminent Dangers, to end 
bis Life by the perfidions Arts and Treachery of @ Wo- 
man. But you I am ſure will do ſomething more : 
You will revenge my Death. Therefore ſhew tothe Ro- 
man People my Wife, the Grand=Child of Auguſtus, 
and my Children 5 and the Actors themſelves will have 
Remorſe $ and thoſe who pretend Wicked. Commands, 
will either not be believed , or not pardond. His 
Friends with weeping Eyes, taking him by the 
Right Hand, all Swore, That they would ſooner hiſe 
their Lives, than their Revenge. Then turning to 
his Wife, he: conjur'd her by his Memory, and all 
the Bonds of Nuprtial Love, Thar ſhe would lay 


_ aſide her aſpiring Mind, and ſubmit her Courage to the 


cruel Shocks of Fortune, leſt at her Return tothe City, 
by Emulation of Greatneſs, ſhe ſhou'd procure the Mor= 
tal Enmity of to more powerful that her ſelf. Thus 
much he ſpoke openly, other Things he ſaid in 
Secret, and ſhortly after expir'd, to the exceed- 


ing Grief of his Province , and all the foreign 
Princes in thoſe Parts; fo great had his Courte- 
ſie been to the Allies, and his Mildnefs to Ene- 
mies. © Thus dy'd the noble and moſt valiant 
Captain Germanice, inthe. 34th Year of his Age; 
a Perſon of admirable Vertues, rare: Accomplith- 
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The Roman Hiſtory, Book. 
ments, and of a moſt ſweet Diſpoſition ; and a 
Perſon perfeftly skill'd in a juſt Compliance and 
Obedience, yet moſt worthy of the higheſt 
Authority and Command. He was nearer Al- 
ly'd to the Empire than 'Tiberizs himſelf , his 
Mother, Antonia being Daughter ro Anthony and 
O&avia,and his Wife Agrippina Daughter to Agrip- 
pa and alia; and he ſet: behind him three Sons, 
Nero, Drujſzus, and Caligula, and as many Daugh- 
ters. His Death hapn'd in the fixth Year of 7: 
berizcs's Reign, and the 7724 Year of the City ; 
the Year before which, dy'd Livy the renown'd 
Hiſtorian, and Ovid the famous Poet, in hisB a- 
niſkment. | 

I. Tiberizs was now freed from the Perſon fo 
much belov'd by others, and fo much dreaded by | 
himſelf ; yer ſtill he was oblig'd to ſtand the Shock 
of an After-Blow, proceeding from the Peoples 
Heat and Refentwe:ts. For never was a greater 
and more real Sorrow in . Reme, than at the 


News of the Death of Germanicas ; and without 


any Edi&t of Magiſtrates, or Decree of Senate, 
Vacation was ſuddenly made, the Places of Judg- 
ment abandon'd, Shops and Houſes ſhut up, and 
great Sighs and Mournings heard in every Street. A 
violent Rage and Fury appear'd among many, and 
grievous Complaints and Murmurings were made 
againſt P/c,and agaſtin the Emperor himſelf with 
his Mother Liviaz all which Troubles were re- 
new'd, and -encreas'd at the: Arrival of Agrippina, 
after with the Aſhes of her Husband. At 
herfirit Landing, ſhe was met by innsmerable 
Multicudes of People. from Reme, and from moſt 
Cities and Towns in 7aly, all Manifeſting their 
mighty Eſteem and Affection ; efpecially the Old 
Soldiers, many-of which' had ferv'd under this 

great 
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great General, who gave the higheſt Marks and. 


Teſtimonies of theirdeep Concern, and unfeign'd 
Sadneſs. At the Ciry ſhe was mer by the Se- 
nate and whole People of Rome, with a ſtrange 
and wonderful Mixture of Lamentations and Ac- 
clamartions ; Tiverins himſelf outwardly appearing 
as deeply concern'd as any other, for the un- 
timely End of his Adopted Son. On the Day 
that the Aſhes were repoſited in the Tomb of 
Auguſtus, all were in a profound Silence in the 
former Part, when of a Sudden they broke out 
into lowd Cries and Lamentations, and the Campus 
Martius was fll'd with mighty Throngs of Peo- 
ple, and fhin'd like the Day with blazing 
Torches; where the Soldiers and People with ex- 
tream 'Pafſlion cry'd out, The Common-Wealth was 
fallen to' the ground ! not conſidering the Temper 
of the preſent Governors. Tiberius moſt craftily 
diſſembl'd all this, but nothing ſo ſenſibly touch'd 
him, as the ardent Aﬀection the People ſhew'd 
to Agrippina ; | calling Her, The Honour of their 
Country, the true Pattern of Antiquity, and the only 
Blood of the great Anguſtus ; and turning towards 
Heaven, and praying, That her Iſſue might continue 
long, and outlive the Wicked. "I | 
The People's zealous Aﬀection towards Agrip- 
fina, was not more remarkable than their violent 
Hatred'to Piſo, whom they publickly accus'd of 
Murdering Germanicus, Piſo having now over- 


come all Fear and Modeſty, and prefuming upon |, 
the great Favour of 77berius, ſhortly after came to' | 


Rome; where in behalf of Agrippina , and her 
Friends, "he was accus'd before the Senate of ma- 
ny other Crimes beſides the Death of Germanicus ; 
| particularly, That hehad corrupted the Common 
Soldiers with Licentiouſneſs and Debauchery , 
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and had done pgrezt Injury to the Confederares z 
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That he was call'd Father of the Legions by all the 
lewder ſort; that he had been barbarous and 
cruel to all good Men, and had born Arms as 
gainſt the State. He defended himſelf but weak- 
ly againſt theſe Accuſations, only the Poyſoning 
of Germanicus, cou'd not be fo evidently made ap- 
pear, as ſome other things. However the An- 
ger and Severity of the Judges, the Cries and 
Threats of the People, and above all the Artifices 
and Diflimulations of Tiberius, drove him to ſuch 
Extremities, that before his Caſe could be finally 
determin'd, he was found dead in his Bed, by his 
own Hands, as was conjectur'd. He had been 
often ſeen with a little Book in his Hand, which 
as his Friends reported, contain'd the Emperor's 
Letter and . Commitiion to kill Germanicus ; all 
which he defign'd to have ſhewn openly in 
the Senate, and to have charg'd Tiberius with 
the Murder, had he not been cunningly delu- 
ded by his Favourite Sejanus's vain Promiſes : 
And moreover, they affirm'd, That he kilPd net 
himſelf, but was privately murder d by a Perſon ſent 
for that purpoſe. His Wife Plancina, who is faid 
ro have been more guilty than Himſelf, by the 
Perſwaſion and | Interceffion of Livia ,- eſcap' 
publick Puniſhment 3 and thus all Diſturbances 
wo upon this Account, were by degrees qui- 

&ted. 

' Tiberius having now got free from all his Trou- 
bles and Jealoufies, began co. pull off che. Mask, 
and to appear. ſomewhat more bare-fac'd in his 
vicions Actions. and looſe Life, tho' not yer ſo 
open in his Tyrannical Defigns. However it. 
was. apparent to . many, that he had much. rece- 
ded from the wiſe Maxims of. his Predeceffor 4u- 
£#*#us, all whoſe publick Actions manifeſtly ten- 
ded to the general Happineſs of the Roman ae 
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ple and Empire : But the Maxims of this Empe- 
ror taught him to make a Science. of the Cloſer, 
wherein was ſhut up. a falſe and myſterious In- 
tereſt of the Prince, ſeparate from the Intereſt of 
the State, and almoſt always contrary to the Pub- 
lick Good. Here Judgment, Capacity,.and the 
wiſe Secrets of State, were converted into Slineſs, 
Artifice, and a dangerous Diffimulation ; where 


Actions of themſelves, but every thing was taken 
according to the nice Intention of the Emperor, 
or judg'd by the Fineneſs of ſome malicious Spe- 
culation. He began more and more to diminiſh 
the Power and Authority of the Senate, which 


Delign was much facilitated by the nauſeous Flat- 


teries of moſt People ; a Vice which had now ſo 
overſpread and corrupted the City, that not only 
the common Nobility were oblig'd in that fervile 
Manner to ſuftain their Reputation, but ſuch as 
had been Conſuls and Pretors, and allo many Sena 
tors ſtrove who: ſhou'd propound Things moſt vile 
and ſordid, as Tacitus aſlures us. It is alfo written, 
That as Tiherius was wont to go out of the Senate 
and Publick Aſſemblies, he often ſaid in Greek, 
O Nation, ready for Servitude! as tho' he, who 
cou'd '{o little endure the Publick Liberty, did 
yet abhor ſuch baſe.and fervile Submiflion, which, 
by little and little, fell from indecent Flatteries to 
Practices more lewd. | 
Above a Year after the Death of Germanicas, 
Tiberius made/himſelf Conſul, taking alſo his Son 
Druſus for his Collegue ; after which teigning an 
Ind ſpoſition, he: retir'd from Rozne as for the Re- 
- covery of his Health, but with Deſign that his 
Sons Government ſhou'd: facilitate his Settlement 
and Eſtabliſhment in the Empire after his Deceaſe. 
During the Time. of this Government, ſeveral 
F 4 Natt- 
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Nations of the Gau!s made Inſurreftions, being 
unable to endure the heavy Tributes and ſevere 
| Exactions which. Tiberius had lately impos'd upon 
em. The principal Leaders and Promoters of 


this Rebellion, were two Valiant and Hardy Men, 
call'd- Florus and Sacrobis,. whoſe Arms were fo 
proſperous in the beginning, .that Rome it ſelf was 
in ſome kind of Conſternation, there being much 
more reported there than prov'd true. This was 
a great Concernto Tiberius, who never had Com- 
mandcd in the Field {fince he came to the Empire, 
and had now forgotten all his former Valour and 
Bravery, and had given himſelf up to Vice and 
Senſuality in_ his Oid Age. ' But Caius Silins, 
who Commanded in thoſe Parts, march d ſpeedi- 
ly with his Legions againſt theſe Revolters, and 
in one general Battel put em to Flight, and de- 
ſtroy'd great numbers of *em, by which he ſettl'd 
and ſuppreſis'd all the Diſturbances in Gaul. Dru- 
ſus the mean time diligently imploy'd himſelf in 


-his new Government ; and the Year following, 


his Father gave him the' Tribunitial Power, In 
which Year Tacfarinas, a great and powerful Man 
in Numidia, who had rebell'd and b*en deteated 
by L. Aftronicus two Years before,. was now again 
overthrown and reduc'd by Bleſ#s; and for that 
Service T:berius gave him the Honour of being 1a- 
luted Imperater by his Legionsy- according to the 
ancient Cuſtom. | 

Tiberins, tho he had carefully endeavour'd, and 
ſucceſsfully gain'd ſo ſtrict a Command over the 
Perſons of others, yet he had the Misfortunes of 
being in a great meaſure rul'd by his Favourite 
Sejanins, a Roman Knight, bold and aſpiring in his 


Attempts, cloſe and crafty in his Deſigns, but | 
-modeſt in outward ſhew and appearance. This 


Perfon had by many ingenious Sleights, and cun- 
ning 
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ning Inſinuations, fo gain'd upon the Afﬀections 
of the Emperor, that tho* he was ever reſery d 
and ſecret to others, he became free and open to 
him, making him Captain of the Pretoria Guards, 
and advancing him ro the higheſt Dignities ; be- 
ſides, he extoll'd him in the Senate as an Afﬀoci- 
ate in his Labours, permitting his Statues to be 
ſer up in the Theatres and other Publick Places. 
Theſe extraordinary Favours fo ſwell'd him, that 
he thought of nothing lefs chan the Empireit Teif; 
as a ſtep to which he firſt turn'd the Force of his 
Deſigns againſt Dru/zs, with whom he was high- 
ly incens'd, by reafon of ſome late Afﬀronts. In 
order to this Attempt, he addrefs'd himſelf to 
Druſns's Wile Livia, Siſter to Germaniczs, and by 
many Pretences of a moſt violent Paſſion for her, 
he enjoy'd her; after which he put her in great 
hopes 'of Marriage, and Fellowſhip in the Empire, 
if ſbe would be aſjiſtant in Murdering. ber Husband. 
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All which was'eafily effected by the means Qt g,,cu; poy- 


Lydgus an Eunuch, and a flow working Poylſon, ſon'd. 


which was choſen to make his Death appear tobe 


the Effe&s of ſome caſual! Difſtemper._ Great 


Murmurings arofe in Rowe upon this Account ; 
tho' the greateſt part of the People were not much 


concern'd , having now hopes that. Germanicas's 


Children ſhou'd ſucceed: in the Empire, whom 
they hizhly reſpected and efteem'd for their Fa- 
ther's ſake. Tiberius ſhew'd much concern at firſt, 
but in a great meaſure laying aſide the Care for 
Him, or the Publick, he unexpeRedly ſhorten'd 
the Vacation upon this Occaſion ; and ſhew'd fo 
little Reſpe&t to him, that when the Ambaſſa- 
dors from Troy or Ilium came ſomewhat late with 
their Complements of Condolency, he told 'em 
in Deriſion, That be alſo cou'd not but lament their 
Misfortunes,in having loſt ſo brave and eminient a Citizen 


as © 
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for Ten Years longer, without receiving it from 
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 & Hedtor. Druſus's Death happen'd on the nintM;o 


Year of Tiberizs's Reign ; in which and the fol- 
lowing Year the War with Tacfarinas in Africk 
was renew'd , and concluded by Pub. Dolabelly, 
with the Death of Tacfarinas himſelf. Dolabeli 
petitioning for the Honour of Triumph, Tiberiu 
deny'd it him, leſt the Glory of his Uncle Blz(u 
before him ſhou'd be obſcur'd thereby ; but gave 
it to Segjanus, who had perform'd nothing to de 
ſerve it. 

Tiberius's Ten Years Government being now ex- 
pird, Þe took upon him the Imperial . Authority 


the Senate and People, as Auguſtus had done for 
five Times fucceflively ; after which, by Tiberiuss 
Means, it became. a mere Ceremony, and none 
of thoſe Ends preſerv'd for which it was firſt de- 
fign'd. And now the State and Empire began to 
be more and more corrupted by. the finifter De- 
figns of its Prince ; diſtant Honours and Employ- 
ments were generally fo many myſterious Exiles; 
and Charges and Governments were chiefly given 
to Perſons deſign'd for Ruine, or for the Ruine of 
others. So that the Benefit of Merits and-*good Mto 
Services were rarely confider'd ; for the Armies Wto 
had rather Out-Laws than Generals, and the Pro- {Wall 
vinces Baniſh'd Men than Governours. All which {Wm 
Inconveniencies and Corruptions were very much {Wdi 
promoted by the vile Practices of Sejanus, who at Wtel 
preſent was likewiſe conſpiring the Ruine of Ge 

manicuss Children, the undoubted Succeſlors to 

the Empire. But finding the inviolable Fidelity Þ}© & 
of their Keepers, and the invincible Chaſtity of ſ©G: 
Agrippina, and that theſe and many other Deſigns WuPp 
cou'd not be ealily effected while the Emperor WW 1: 
continu'd in the City ; he contriv'd to perſwade We! 
Tiberius t© retire to ſome pleaſant Place PR ber 
rom 
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rom Rome. By this he foreſaw many Advanta- 
& to himſelf; as that there cou'd -be no Acceſs 
o the Prince but by him ; that all Letters bang 
onvey'd by Soldiers.at his Devotion, ſhou'd p 

hrough his Hands; that Tiberius declining in Age, 
ind grown floathful and effeminate through the 
Dolitude of the Place, wou'd disburden himſelf of 
he Cares of the State; and by theſe Means, all 
ain Shadows .remov'd, he might grow Mighty 
n real Power and Authority. Therefore by lit- 


x-Mic and little he cunningly infinuated -ro T3berius, 
y WW be great and numerous Incorveniencies of the City, the 
mn Bſoviſp Attendance and Trouble belonging to the Senate, 


md the diſturb d and [editions Hye of the Inferior 
ot; highly extolling a quiet and ſolitary Retirement, 
1 Life without Anguiſh of Mind, free from Enuy and 
ILWill, and: more fit to think on important and weighty 
Matters. Tibetius, whether moſt prevail'd upon 
by his plauſible Perſwaſions, : or his own natural 
Inclinations to Eaſe and Debauchery , in the 


cating a Temple to Jupiter at Capua, and another. 
to Auguſtus at Nola. Aﬀter this, the' he remov'd 
es {to ſeveral Places, he.never return'd to the City in 
> {Wall his Reign ;.and from this time we hear not 
h {MWmuch of his Actions, beſides a black Train of pro- 
h {Wdigious Cruelties, abominable Practices, and de- 
at Witeltable Vices. 


7 
0M II. The ſame Year that Tiberius departed from 
y {MW Rome, he ſent Pontius Pilate. into the Eaſt, to be 
Governor of Fudea, who at his firſt Arrival, ſet 
5 © up the Images of Tiberius at Jeruſalem ; but after 
r WW many Petitions and Dangers of Infurre&tions, he 
& {MW remov'd *em to Ceſare. The following Year Ti- 
c {crin; having Dedicated his Temples in — 
c 


twelfth Year of his Reign left Rome, and went Tiberius's 
into Campania ; but only with Pretence of Dedi- Xe/1remens. 
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he publiſh'd an Edid& forbidding all Perſons to di- 
fturb his Repoſe, and ſtopp'd the Concourſe of 
Citizens by placing Soldiers in the Ways; yet ſtill 
growing weary of Towns and Colonies, and-all 
Places. on the ' Continent,” he withdrew himſelf 
into a very pleaſant Iſland call'd: Caprez, over-a- 
gainſt Naples, and three Miles from the Continent, 
where he wholly abandon'd himſelf to all imagi- 
nable Scandal and Wickednefs. - He was never 
more Suſpicious and Credulous 'than at preſent, 
Qualities which Sejanus always endeavour'd / to 
excite; and now ſecret Spies 'and Informers were 
employ'd in-all Parts of the City, which caus'd 
numerous Diſturbances and Cruelties, and the 
Deaths of many Worthy Perſons. Tf a Perſon of 
confiderable\'Merit teftify'd any Concern for the 
Glory of the Empire, Tiberius immediately ſu- 


ſpeed it was only a ſecret Deſign of gaining it. | 
If any other had an innocent remembrance of Li- | 
berty, he was look'd upon as a dangerous Perſon, | 


and one who aim'dat the re-eſtabliſhing the Com- 
mon-wealth. "To praife Brutus and Caſſius was a 
Capital Crime ; to'bewail Augnfus, a ſecret Of- 
fence ; and ſo much the more dangerous, becauſe 
Tiberius had always commended him-in Publick, 
and caus'd' Divine Honours to be” decreed him. 
And every Action became liable to forc'd Inter- 
pretations 5 ſimplicity - of Difcotnfe, "they ſaid, 
expreſs'd evil Deſigns; a diſcreet Silence conceal'd 
miſchievous Intentions ; Joy was the Hopes of 


*he Prince's Death ; Melancholy an Envying his 


Proſperity ; and Fear the juſt apprehenfions of a 
guilty Conſcience :' So that to ſpeak, to be ſilent, 
to be glad, to be griev'd, tobe fearful or affur'd, 
were all Crimes, and very often incurr'd the ex- 
treameſt Puniſhments. Many of theſe things 
were likewiſe promoted by the pernicious, Pra- 
4 5aith A OT Os ices 
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cices' and Contrivances of Sejanus, who more 
principally employ'd his Deſigns againſt Nero-and 
Drulus, the two Sons of Germanicus, whom Tibe- 
rius, after the Death of his Son Druſus, had re- 
commended to the Senate. Sejanus never deliſted 
from proſecuting *em all manner of Ways, till 
he had unjuſtly caus'd 'en) to be declar'd Enemies 
to the State 5 after which he found means to 
ſtarve *em to Death, barbarouſly uſing their Mo- 
ther Agrippina, who had been free in upbraiding 
and reprehending him for his impious Actions. _ 
About the ſame time dy'd the Emperor's Mother -—taarmy of 
Livia, in the 86th. Year of her Age; a Woman > 
of wonderful Policy, faid to have had all the Skill 
| and Subtilty of her Husband, and all the Artifice 

and Diffimulation of her Son; one who had 
been an inſupportable Step-Mother to the Stare, 
& and had labourd _ the Scandal of many great 

F and eminent Pieces of Treachery : For\which ſhe 
S was in ſome meaſure puniſh'd by her Son's great 
Contempt of her for a conliderable time before 
her Death ; his refuſing to bury her, and ſuffering 
S her Body to purrify ; his reje&ting the Honours 
decreed her, and vacating her Will ; and by his 
proſecuting and puniſhing her Friends with the 
utmoſt Severity. 
'F The ſame Year that Livia dy'd, which was the - A. D. 
I 25th. of Tiberius's Reign, and the third of his Re- 30. 
F tirement. FTeſus Chrijf, our bleſſed Saviour, in 
J$ /udza, enter'd upon his Miniſterial Function, 

$ and began to preach the Goſpel in that Country 

_ © the Jews, And after three Years teaching 

q molt perfect and ſaving Do@rines, and after a 

g glorious Train of many Miracles and Aa of 
$ Mercy, heſhew'da more unexprefiible Inſtance of 

J "5 Love to- loſt Mankind, and infinitely ſurpaſ- 
F ling all Humane Conceptions, and Mortal Ima- 
gina” 
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ginations: And this was his voluntary Death and 
Sacrifice for the Sins of the World, which was 
brought about by the falſe and malicious Accuſati 
Chriſt Cruci-= ons of the Fews, and the Ignorance and Suſpici- 
jd. ons of Pilate, who commanded him to be Cruci- 
A. D. fy, leſt he ſhou'd be accns'd to Tiberius of pro- 
33- *tedting a Seditious Perſon who aim'd at the Crown Þ8 
of Fudea, His Death was accompany'd with ter. 
Tible Earthquakes and dreadful Prodigies, the Sun 
it ſelf being darken'd for three Hours, as is ac- 
knowledg'd even by Heathen Writers : And what 
appear'd no leſs wonderful to Men, was his rai- 
ſing himſelf from the Dead, within three Days | 
after his Crucifixion, and his aſcending into Hea- 
ven from whence he came. Shortly after which, 
Pilate wrote to Tiberius an Account of his Paſſion 
and ReſurreQtion, with the Miracles perform'd by 
him, and others in his Name, and, That the Mu. 
titude of his Followers daily increaſing, ' he was accomn- | 
ted a God. Whereupon Tiberius made Report of, 
the whole Matter'to the Senate, and further with 
this favourable Suffrage, Thar CHRIST might 
be accounted a God by the Romans. But the Senate| 
being diſpleas'd, that they had not firſt mov'd it, | 
and alledging an ancient Law which gave to them | 
in particular the Superintendence ini all Matters | 
of Religion, refus'd to Canonize him ; and by} 
an Edit commanded that all Chriſ#;ans ſhou'd be! 
baniſh'd the City. But Tiberius by another Edid | 
threaten'd Death to the Accuſers of Chriſtians; | 
and in all his Reign he wou'd not permit, or at} 
leaſt not promote any Perſecution of the oo ; 

l ans, tho' they were conſiderably numerous befor} 
his Death. ; =. 
"Tho" Tiberius was thus favourable to the Chri- 
ftians, yer he liv'd at preſent neither like a true 
Chriſtian, nor like a Rational Man, ftill more and} * 

more 
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more abounding in his Mercileſs Cruelties, and 


his abominable Luſts. His Inclinations to the for- 


mer were firſt diſcover'd in his Infancy by his Ma- 
ſter in Rhetorick, who wou'd oftentimes by way 
of Reprehenſion call him, A aſs of Clay temper'd 
with Blood, He now condemn'd many of the 
principal and nobleſt Men in Rome, and Confiſca- 


ted their Eſtates, for very light Cauſes, and moſt _ 


of *em forg'd. © Beſides theſe Innocent Perſons 
fell his great Miniſter of State Sejanus , whole 


Death was moſt Juſt, and 'whoſe ſecret Practices 


againſt Tiberius's Life, and whoſe deep Deſigns up- 
on the Empire, began more manifeſtly to appear 
than ever.  Sejams was very near diſpatching him, 
when the Emperor, as by a Miracle, return'd 
from his fatal Blindneſs, preſerv'd his unhappy 
Days, and deſtroy'd this great Confident, who 
wou'd have ruin'd him. Tzjberius proceeded with 
all imaginable Care and Caution in this Matter 
and when .Sejanus was ſecur'd, a Thouſand In- 
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dignities were offer'd him , afrer which he was Sejanus's 
Strangled by the . Hand of the Common-Hang- Execurion. 


man, his Body. was ignominiouſly dragg'd about 
the Streets, and his whole Family Executed with 
him 3 a Puniſhment ſcarce proportionable to the 
Number and Heinouſneſs of his Crimes. Short- 
ly after him follow'd: P:/o's Wife Plancina, who 
met with an unjuſt Accufation and Condemnatt- 


on, tho* a moſt juſt Puniſhment for her former 


Practices againſt Germanicus, and fell almoſt as 
unpity'd as the other. Great numbers of others 
dy'd with ſmal! appearance of Juſtice, which ve- 
ry often proceeded- from the inſatiable Avarice as 
well as exorbitant Cruelty of this Prince ; for he 
now augmented his Subſidies and Tributes in ſuch 
a meaſure, that the: Provinces became deſolate 
and miſerable, and Confiſcated the Eſtates of a 
- Ver 
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veral Princes of Gaul, Spain, Syria, Greece, and 0- 
ther Parts upon the molt ſlight and inconſiderable 
Informations. His unbounded Cruelties reduc'd 
the Nobility of Rome to a dangerous State, and 
made himſelf become odious to thoſe who before 
had {weld him with their extravagant Flatteries ; 
for now he acted openly, and treated his Subjeds 
as Enemies, becauſe he had firſt afforded 'em an 
occaſion of being ſo. No Perſon, tho' never fo 
Vertuous and Cautious, cou'd be ſafe; for it was 
not enough for 'em to be free from the Corrupti- 
ons of Accauſers, the falſe Reports of Spies, and 
the Suppotitions of Infamous Informers ; bur they 
alſo ſtood in fear of the very Imagination of the 
Emperor ; and when they juſtly thought them- 
{elves ſecure by the Innocence, not only of their 
Actions, but their Thoughts alſo, they were often 
ruin'd by the Malice of- his Conjectures. 

Thus miſerable were the Romans under the Ar- 
bitrary Government of an outrageous Tyrant ; 
and the more, becauſe he made no Diitinction of 
Perſons in his Cruelties : For of :the' twenty” No- 
blemen he choſe for his Council, he put ſixteen 
to Death ; and with the ſame Severities profecu- 
ted his Allies and own Kindred; impiouſly ſaying, 
That Priamus was a happy Man in out-living his whole 
Race and Poſterity. His uſual ſaying to ſuch as al- 
ledg'd the Hatred of his Subjets- to him was, 
' Let 'em hate, as long as they ſubmit 5; and there was 
not a Day without ſome barbarous Execution, 
for which he ſtrictly forbad the Relations of the 
- Condemn'd to Mourn, or to. make any fort of 
Lamentations. And whar ſtill made his Executr 
ons more terrible and deteſtable, was his order: | 
ing the Condemn'd Perſons to ſuffer many ſhame- 
ful Indignities and exquiſite Torments before they 
dy'd, which ſeveral prevented by Poyſons on 

ag 


Chap. I. TIBERIUS IL. | * 
Daggers. He generally executed his Fury wich 
ſuch extream ſeverity, that he efteem'd ic a Fa- 


vour, and an A&of Mercy , to put Perſons to aft 


ordinary Death ; ſo- that when a particular Per- 
fon, call'd Carnalins, had killd hinfeif to prevent 
other Torments, he cry'd out, - Ab; how has Car- 
nulius eſcap'd me ? And to another Priſoner, who 
earneſtly begg'd, Thar he wou'd'' not deferr his 
Death, he'ſaid, He 20as not yet [0 much bis Friend 2s 
10 haften it. Sometimes he-was more Merry in' his 
Cruelties, particularly when a certain Buffon 
had ftopp'd a Hearſe, 'and defir'd the Dead Body 
to tell Auguſtnrs, That ba Legacies given to the People 
were yet unpaid; Tiberins fent-for him, and having 
paid him his Part, caus'd him to be immediately 
Executed, 'bidding him tell Auguſtus, That he was 
paid. Notwithſtanding he being fo continually 
harden'd in his Vices, he had ſo niuch ſenſe of 
Remorſe at particular Inftants, that his Actions 
ſometimes prov'd this own Scourge and Puniſh- 
ment ; particularly when he wrote to the Senate 
to-ſpare a Favourite'of his, he after ſome fſervile 
Entreaties'told 'em, That the Gods and Goddeſſes had 
fo afflifed\ and. confounded him, that he knew not how 
or -9hat to write. | At particular Intervals he ſhew'd 
ſome Sparks and Relicts of his former Vertues'and 
Ingetiuity ; but theſe were always ſtifled, and his 
Cruelties ericreas'd by his prodigious Glutrony and 
Drunkennefs , and his: more” prodigious Lufts, 
which ſtil more - violently rag'd at a Time 
when Ape and Nature deſign'd to correct and 
cure *em. 'He filthily abus'd moſt of the eminent 
and -illuſtrious Ladies of the-Ciry, and made 'em 
ſubſervient to'his Luſt; and his great Parts and 
= nan; now only ſerv'd for exquiſite Inventi- 
ons, and to tmnake his Vices" more extravagant 
and abominable: Ar his Retirement in the Iſle 
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of Caprea, heinvented Rooms on purpoſe for his 
libidinous Exerciſes, where he made uſe of all 
manner of Incentives, fome of which were of 
that monſtrous and deteſtable. Nature, that they 
ought not to be mention'd or imagin'd. | 
For all this ſpace T;berizs was amefully negli- 
gent of his Armies and Governours .of Provinces, 
and of the Security of his Dominions from Fo- 
reign Devaſtations. He ſuffter'd Mzſia to be ſeiz'd 
on by the Dacians and Sarmatians, Gaul to be 
waſted by. the Germans, and himſelf to be inſult- 
ed over by Artabanws, King of Parthia, who not 
only poſſeſs'd himſelf of Armenia, but alſo highly 
affronted him by Letters, accuſing him of Parricide, 
Murders, Lazineſs, and Luxury, and bad him, with 
all poſſible ſpeed ſatwfie his moſt - juſt Hatred of bu 
Subjects by a voluntary Death. Theſe were Attronts 
which were never offer'd to a Roman unreveng'd; 
but they cou'd not move the overgrown Stupidi- 
ty of this Emperor, who left his Provinces whol- 
ly to the Care of his ſtanding Legions, and pros» 
ceeding in his vile Enormities, often wilhed, 
That Heaven and Earth might be deſtroy'd at has Death. 
In. the twenty ſecond Year of his Reign. his 


Strength began to forſake him, z which. occaſion'd 


him to remove to feveral Places, ſettling ar. laft 
in a Promontory of ' ſerum. Here. he. nam'd 
Caizess Caligula, the 'only ſurviving Son, of Germa- 
nicas, for his . Succeflor , together with a young 
Grandſon of his. call'd, T:berjzs.. . Ir 38 probably 
conjectur'd, that he.nam'd the former, :expetting 
to have his Vices efface the Memoryrof his own 
Wickedneſs, and, with Belief :that Bac EX- 
tinguiſh the Reman Nobility :: Far he. had often 
faid, That mm Caligula he had brought up a Serpent 


far the People of Rome, and &4 Phaetan, for the reſt 


of the World, Which prov'd true, Caligula begin- 
ning 


Chap. Il. TIBERIUS Ill, & 1.3 
ning firſt wich Tiberizs himſelf, whom he ſmo- | 


ther'd with a Pillow, or elſe Poyſon'd him, as 7 Death of 
F, Tiberius. 


ſome- Authors: report , being now 78 Years 0 
Age. Authors differ about the manner of his 
Death, and: ſome.ſzem to excuſe 'Caligula of the 
Fact, tho' he publickly confels'd, that he defign'd 
his Death, zo revenge: the Murder of his ſeveral Rela- 
F1073S. | 

This was the deſerved .End: of | Tzherizes Nero, 
the third Emperor: of: Rowe ; and tho' he "had 
highly oblig'd -the City by a large Contribution 
towards the Damages of a Fire' inthe preceding 
Year, yet the News of his Death was receiv'd at 
Rome with all the imaginable Demonſtrations of 
Jay ; ſome running about: in grear numbers, 
and crying, Throw Tiberius zo the Tiber ! 0- 
thers beſeeching their Mother Earth, and the 
Infernal Gods, ro wouchſafe him no Place but among 
impious and deteſfable Wretches 5 and others threat- 
ning "to drag his vile Carcafs' into the Gemonie, 
>hs Place for common Malefa&ors. All theſe 
Indignities, together with his unnatural Death, 
was but a juſt. Vengeance from Heaven to a Per- 
ſon whom it had endu'd with the greateſt Wit 
and Ingenuity, and who had wickedly employ'd 
it to the ſatisfying his Luſts and Ambition, the 
enſlaving of ' his Country,” the ' deſtroying of his 
Subjects, and. the corrupting and weakning the 
moſt glorious Empire in the World by his perni-- 
cious Maxims. ' To-give his Chara&er, in ſhort: 
As Auguſtus may. juſtly be ſaid to have been -the 
wiſeſt - and greviteft Monarch, and the moſt skil-' 
ful Politician in the World ; ſo Tiberizs\may truly 
be ſaid to have been theimoſt:fubtle and ſwelling 
Tyrant,-and :the moſt: exquiſite Stare-Jugler that 
Rome ever aw. -: He-corrupted aal}-that-was good, 
and; introduc'd- all” that-was bad in the Empire: - 
- TID G 2 And 
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And what prov'd a far greater Misfortune'to the 
State, was its having his falſe Politicks embrac'd 
by the greateſt part of his Succeſſors, ſeveral of 
which were greater Monſters, and far more ig- 
norant than himſelf, who plac'd the Honour 
and Glory. of their Reigns not in governing the 
Empire beſt , but in enſlaving it moſt ; Methods 
that generally prove as Fatal to Princes, as De- 
{ſtru&ive to Subjets. Tiberius dy'd in the 79oth 
Year of the City, 63 Years after the perfect Set- 
tlement of. the Empire. by Auguſtus, 38 Years af- 
ter our Saviour's Nativity, and five'after his Cru- 
ctfixion. | 
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CHAP. IM. 


From the Death of Tiberius, to. the Death of 
_ Nero, the Sixth Empeyor ;, which ended 
'1the Julian Family, and firſt broke the iSuc- 
_:ceſſion-of the Empire, 1, +/+ | 


S: Containing the Space of about JO Tears. 


EJ* HE Death of Tjberivs prov'd a double Sa- 

{a ; tisfaction'; to: the; Senate and People of 
Rome,” both for its freeingithem from a: Mercileſs 
Tyrant, 'and#gr-its making Way:for fo hopeful ai 
Succeſſor i as Caius:.Caligula'; who was highly: be- 
lov'd .and reſpected, upon the Account Cake CX- 
traordinary . Merits:of; his :Fither Germanicus, and 
the. great: Injuries doneito Him and his Family. 
Fhereforeias: be irerovid: from: 1/enum; whiere! 


Tiberius: dy/d, infinite. Numbers: of: the :principal 


Men. of -Rome,:wenb out ito -entertain- Him upon 
the.: Way , with 'extraordinaryicRejoycings! and: 
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Chap. Ill. CALIGULA IV. 


Congratulations, notwithſtanding he camemourn- 
ing with the dead Body of Tiberius, which the 
Soldiers brought to be burnt at Rome, according 
to the Cuſtom of that Time. At his Entrance 
into Rome with great Solemnity, he was receiv'd 
with new Names and Epithets of Honour, and 
the utmoſt Marks of real Afﬀection ; and the 
Senate being aſſembled, with the People chrong- 
ing into the Houſe, he was by univerſal Conſent 
declard Emperor, with full Power, contrary to 
the expreſs Will of 7:berius, who left him but Co- 
Heir with his Grandſon Tiberius, then under-Age, 
and in his Pratexta, The Joy for this new Em- 
peror, was not confin'd to the narrow Bounds of 
Rome and Italy, but dilated it ſelf through all the 
Empire ; So that the Space of three Months , 
by Computation above 160000 Cattel were Sa- 
crific'd upon that Occafion. Shortly after his E- 
lection, upon his Paſſage into the Iſle of Campa- 
nia,not far diſtant from the City,the People made 
Vows for his Return, not omitting the leaſt Op- 
portunity of exprefling their exceeding Care for 
his Safety ; and when afterwards he fell Sick, the 
People throng'd whole Nights about his Palace, 


' ſome offering themſelves to Combate for his Safe- 


ty, and others devoting themſelves to Death at 
his Recovery, and ſetup Bills of their Reſoluti- 


- ons in the Streets. To this infinite Aﬀection of 


the Citizens, -was added the no leſs Favour and 


| Reſpe& of Strangers; for Artabayus King of 


Parthiz, who had expreſs'd nothing but Harred 
and Contempt ' to Tiberius, fought his Alliance 
himſelf ; any coming to a ove Conference 
with one of his Legates who had been Conſul, he 
paſs'd' the Enphrates, adored the Eagles and other 
Enfigns of the Empire, and kiſs'd the Images of 
this new Emperor. So - that Caligula wanted no 

G3 ___ Advan- 


85 


Caligula 
made Empe- 
ror. . 
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The Roman Hiftory. Book 1. 


Advantage nor Opportunity of making himſelf 
the greateſt Prince in the World, ſince he.had fo 


ſpe& ofall Foreigners. 
Caius was not much above 25 Years of Ape, 
when he arriv'd at the Empire ; - and- was fur- 


much the Love of his own/Subjedts, and the . Re- 


nam'd Caligy/a, from his wearing the Flabit of 


ordinary Soldiers.in his Youth. - He was of a herce 
and cruel 'Temper:,. and no lefs remarkable for 
his extream Subrtilty and Difſimulation : The for- 
mer Diſpoſition he is ſuppos'd to have ſuck'd in 
with the Milk of his Nurſe, who uſually anoin- 
ted her Breaſts with Blood ; and to have learnt 


_ the latter from the Familiarity and Converſation 


of his Maſter Tiberins. His Enormities were all 
conceal'd in the Beginning of his Reign; but ſoon 
afrer, as ſeveral of his Actions gave ſome Indica- 
tions of an irregular Head and a diftracted Brain, 
ſo we ate told that his Wife Czſonia-gave him a 
Drink which a little diſtorted his Reaſon and Un- 
deritanding ; tho' ſhe did it with a Deſign ofma- 
king him love her, and to prevent his devouring 
Her, as he had fome others before. her. After 
which, Authors report, that he never ſlept but 
three Hours in twenty four, ſometimes riling in 
a great Fright, as tho' he had ſeen Apparitions 
and Viſons; notwithſtanding he always retain'd 
an extraordinary ready Wit and Apprehenſion, 


and an admirable Faculty and Fluency in. Speak- 


ing. In the Beginning he was very buſte and care- 
fui of the Publick; and having perform'd the 
funeral Solemnities of Tiberius, he haſtned to the 
Iſland Panilaturiaand Pontia, to remove the Aſhes 


_ of his Mother and Brothers, expoſing himſelf to 
__ the Danger of Tempeſtuous Weather, that, bis 


Piety might be. the more remarkable. Having 
gather'd them together, and putthem with much 
| T Reve- 
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Chap. Ill, CALIGULA IV. 


Reverence into their Urns, with no leſs Pomp 
and Formality, he carry'd them to Offa, ſetting up 
his Standard in the Stern of his Galley ; and 
from thence along the Tiber to Rome, where they 
were convey'd by the moſt illuſtrious of the 
Equeſtrian Order, into a famous Mauſoleum. Be- 


_ fides which, he ordain'd publick Services and De- 


votions to be annually obſerv'd in their Comme- 
moration ; inſtituted Solemn Games for his Mo- 
ther in the Circus, and in Honour of hisrenown- 
ed Father call'd the Month September , by the 
Name of Germanicus. Theſe Ceremonies being 
over, by an Act of the Senate, he conferr'd upon 
his Grandmother Antonia, all the ſame Honour 
that Livia Auguſta had formerly; and that there 
might be no room left for 'Apprehenſions in the 
Tnrriices, againſt his Mother and Brothers, he 
caus'd all the Regiſters and Records relating to 
thoſe Matters, to be brought publickly into the 
Forum, and there to be burnt in his Preſence ; 
firſt calling the Gods to Witneſs, That he never 
read them. And the Kindnefs which he had hi- 
therto ſhewn them, was the reaſon he refus'd a 
Note that was offer'd him, tending to the Diſco- 
very of a Conſpiracy againſt hinr, alledging , 
That he was not Conſcious of any Aion that might 
delerve the Hatred of any Man z therefore he had no 
Ears for Informers._ 

The Beginning of this Emperor's Reign, was 
all Clemency and Regularity ; and pretending to 
govern with Juſtice and Moderation, he caus'd 
the famous Models. and Inſtitutions of Auguſtus ta 
be-publiſh'd and revived, which had been neg- 
lefted and difus'd by Tiberius ; giving likewiſe a 
free Jurisdiftion to the Magiſtrates, without re- 
ſerving any Appeal' to himſelf He likewiſe be- 
gan to regulate and reform many Abuſes in the 
LIST 4 "RL: State, 


The Death of 
P. Pilate. 


The Roman Hiſtory. | Book 1. 


State, and ſeverely puniſh'd corrupt Governours z 
among which he baniſh'd Pontius Pilate to Vienne in 
Gaul, where he afterwards kill'd himſelf with his 
own Hands, and ſo became the Revenger of his 
Wickedneſs upon himſelf, : as the Betrayer of our 
Saviour had done before. He took a ftridt View 
of all the Equites, taking away their Rings and 
Horles in a moſt publick manner, when he found 
them guilty of any infamous Crime; and ba- 
niſh'd without Remiflion the Spinrrig or Inven- 
ters of abominable Recreations from Rome. He 
remitted feveral Impoſitions invented by Tibe- 
ris, and was ſopopular, that Suetonias tells us,that 
he endeavour'd to reſtore the ancient Manner of 
Elections of Magiſtrates, by the Suffrages of the 
Pecple. Though the Will and Teſtament of 7:- 
verins was declared Null by the Senate, and that 
of Livia Huguſia ſuppreft by Tiberius, yet he 
caus'd all their Legacies to be puncually paid, 
without either Clamour on , one ſide, or Fraud 
on the other ; and to make Young Tiberizs ſome 
Amends for his miffing the Crown, he made him 
Princeps Tuventutis. He madeGood the Loſſes which 
ſeveral had ſuſtain'd by Fire ; and when he re- 
ſtored ſome Princes to their Kingdoms who had 
been unjuſtly diſpoſieſs'd by Tiberias, he gave 
them likewiſe all the Arrears of their Revenues, 
particularly to Antiochus King of Comagena , to 
whom hereturn'd almoſt a Million of our Mo- 
ney. And that he might appear an Incourager of 
great and good Examples, he fave to a Libertine 


Woman 80000 Sefterces,for enduring the moſt ex- 


quilite Torments, without diſcovering:the Secrets 
or her Patron. - For theſe worthy Actions, a- 
mong other, Honours done to him, a; Shield of 
Gold bearing his Image, was decreed to. be car- 
rd aunwally on fx Day by the Colledge of 
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Chap. HI. CAEIGULA IV. 


Priefts- into the Capitol, being follow'd by all the 
Senate in Order, with the Children of the No- 
bility ſinging in Praiſe of the Emperor's Vertues ; 
and beſides it was ordain'd, That the Day in 
which he was: ordain'd to the Empire, ſhould be 
cal'd Pubitia, implying a new Foundation of the 
City. 

Thus happily did Caligula Reign for above eight 
Months, in which Space he had all the Appear- 
ance of a good Prince,and a Patron of Vertue; but 
all his Moderation and Clemency vaniſhe in a 
ſhort Time, and giving a full Looſe to his furious 
Paſſions, he ſoon degenerated into a Tyrant and 
a Monſter of Men ; So that it was truly ſaid of 
him, There never was a better Servant, and avorſe 
Mafter than He. And for the reſt of his Reign, 
the Reader is to expect nothing but an uninter- 
rupted Train of execrable Vices, monſtrous Ex- 
travagancies , and ſuch ridiculous Inconſiſtences, 


as cannot be well related with that Gravity and 


Decency neceffary to an Hi/orian, nor with that 
Order and Method which I wou'd willingly ob- 
ſerve. His Pride and Vanity began firſt ro dif- 
play themſelves, and he was the firſt Emperor 
that caus'd himſelf to be call'd Lord, looking up- 
on all Mankind as his Servants and Vaſlals. When 
certain Kings, who came to pay him Homage, 
had fome-Conteſt about Place and Superiority in 
Reſpe&t of their Crowns , he interrupted their 
Diſpute by repeating a Verſe in Homer in the Per- 
ſon of Ulyſes, which ſays, Let there be but one Lord 
and King below: And had then taken upon him 
the Crown and Diadem of a King, which was 
moſt odious to the Romans, but was told, That 
he was already above all the Kings and Monarchs in 
tbe Vorld. From that time he took upon him the 
Titles of Farther of Armies, Optimus and | Maximus, 

| with 


The Roman Hiſtory, Book ] 
with other Epithets of Honour, which the Roman 
abi only to their great God Fupiter; and ſeeing 

epherds and Herds-Men were in a Degree 
far above their Beaſts and Cattle, ſo he judg'd 
that. the Lord of Mankind was not tobe rank'd 
in the Degree of Men, but of the Gods ;; where- 
upon he impiouſly afſum'd divine Honours. He ' 
caus'd'the Heads of the Statue of Jupiter, and of 
fome other Gods to be taken off, and others re- 
ſembling his own to be pur in their Places; and 
in the Temple of Caftor and Pollux, heoften plac'd 
himſelf between the Images of thoſe Brothers, to 
be ador'd of all that came thither, ſome being fo 
prophane, as to SaJute him by the Name of F«-, 
piter Latial;s.” But being poſſeſt with the Spirit 
of Inconſtancy, he. chang'd his God-ſhip, as of- 
ten as hechang'd his Clothes , being one time a 
Male Deity, and at another a Female : Sometimes 
he was Fupiter, other times Funo, ſometimes Mars, 
other times Venus, Sometimes Neptune and Apollo, 
and other times Diana. At length his prodigious 
Pride and . Impiety carry'd him fo far, as to build 
and dedicate a 'Temple to his own Divinity, in 
which Temple he had his own Image in Gold, 
done to the Life, and every Day cloath'd in the 
fame Roves that he himfelf wore. He likewiſe 
inftituted a ſet of Prieſts to officiate in his Tem- 
ple, who daily Sacrific'd Peacocks , Pheafants, 
Numidian Hens, and the moſt rare and delicate 
Fowls that cou'd be procur'd ; and generally the 
_ Tricheft Men of the City, either by Money or Fa- 
vour, purchas'd- the Dignity of this Prieſthood, 
according as Vacancies fell. And 'as tho* his o- 
ther Follies were not ſufficiently extravagant, he 
became Prieſt to himſelf, and admitted his Wife 
and his Horſe to be Fellow-Priefts with him ; 
and becauſe he would be a real Fupiter, he had 
| Inven- 
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Chap. III, CALIGULA IV. 


| Inventions to imitate Thunder and Lightning, 


frequently defying Fupiter in Homer's Speech, Do 


you take me | from hence, or T1] take you. As he ac- 


counted himſelf a God, he ſometimes went out 
in a full Moon, and courted and made Love to 
her, as if ſhe had been a fair Lady, inviting her 
wo his Bed, To taſt of the Pleaſure of his Embraces. 
He often went. to the Temple of Faupiter, and 
joyning himſelf tothe Image, whiſper'd to it ; then 
laid his Ear to that for the receiving an Anſwer, 
ſometimes ſeeming very angry, and threatning , 
To [end it packing to Greece 3 and afterwards to be 
pacifi'd, being contented, That they two ſhou'd dwell 


friendly together : And in this Manner he proceed- 


ed to a thouſand monſtrous Abſurdities, as well 
as abominable Impieties. 

. On the other Side, this Prince who preſum'd 
to diſplace the immortal Gods, and to make him- 
ſelf one, cou'd not avoid envying and grieving 


at the Honours and Felicities. of Mortal Men. 


He batter'd and defac'd the Images and Statues of 
many illuſtrious Perſons ; and ſo much hated the 
Memory of his Grand-Father Agrippa, that ra- 
ther than be thought of his Extraction, he pub- 
liih'd, That has Mother was conceiv'd by the Inceſt be- 


tween Auguſtus and his Daughter Julia : And being 


not ſatisti'd with this unjuit Aſperſion upon Au- 
giftus, he forbad the Celebration of the Feſtivals, 


inſtituted in Commemoration of his Victories in 


Sicily, and at Atium, condemning them as perni- 
cious to the Common-Wealth. He us'd all En- 
deavours to bring the Poem of Virgil, and the Hi- 
itory of Livy into Diſgrace z the former he ſaid 
bad no Wit, the latter was Verboſe and Negligent, 
ordering his Statues to. be .remov'd from the Li- 


| braries in. Romez and he. ſaid, - Seneca/was all Sand 


without Lime , cenſuring- in like Manner the 
Sublimeſt 


Ol 
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Sublimeſt Wits in Rowe. Beſides which he took 
from many Patriciaus and Noble-Men of the Ci- 
ty, the ancient Arms and Ornaments of their Fa- 
milies; as from Torquatus the Chain, from Cincinna- 
7:5 the Lock of Hair, and from Cn. Pompeizs of 
very ancient Extraction, the Title of Great Pre- 
lomy; thelatter of which being call'd from his 
Government, and receiv'd with - great Honour, 
was inhumanely lain, only becauſe the Luſtre 
of his purple Gown, had drawn the Eyes of the 
Spectators. in the Theatre upon him, when the 
Emperor was preſent himſelf. His Envy yet de- 
ſcended to meaner Matters ; ſo that there was no 
Man of ſo low and abject a Condition, whom he 
envy'd not, if. any natural Blefling or Qualifica- 
tion diſtinguiſh'd him from others, even to the 
cauſing ſeveral in the City to be ſhav'd, for ha- 
-ving Hair more beautiful than ordinary. For 
the like Reaſon he barbarouſly treated E/izs Pro- + 
culzs, a worthy Gentleman, who was ſo extraor- 
dinary beautiful, and fo remarkable in the City 
for his great Comelineſs and Tallneſs of Stature, 
that he was uſually call'd Colofſeros, or the lovely 
Coloſſus. This Perſon being obſerv'd by Caligula, 
as he fat viewing of the bloody Spectacles in the 
Amphitheatre, out of pure Envy he caus'd him to 
be drag d down from the Seats above , to the 
Combitants, and there to fight for his Life. When 
' . after a brave Tryal with ewo ſeveral Men, hg 
came off Vidtorious , this Tyrant immediately 
..caus'd him to be bound, and cloath'd in Tatters 
and Rags, to be led about the City, ſhewn to the 
>Wemen, 'and then Slain. \-Being at a publick 
.*Game, where a-particular Gladiator had Succeed- 
ed with more than ordinary” Applauſe, he was 
\ ſo- highly difpleas'd, rhat he' flung himſelf out of 
»the Amphitheatre in- a. Fury, and ſtumbling up- 
Norm: on 
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- on the Seats, he cry'd 'out with great Indignati- 


ofn, That ' the People of Rome, Lords of all Nations, 


gave more Honour to a pitiful Fencer, than to conſeera- 
"ted Princes 3 nay than'to himſelf, then preſent before 


them. | - 
Caligula was no leſs: notorious for his Luſts and 
Brutality, than for his Pride and Envy ; and. in 


thoſe he equall'd, if not exceeded his Predeceſor 


Tiberius, ſcarce making any Diſtin&ion of Per- 
ſons or Places. Beſides his unnatural Luſts. , 
there was ſcarce any Lady of extraordinary/Qua- 
lity that eſcap'd his Leudneſs, which was uſual- 
ly attended with the moſt impudent Circumſtan= 
ces. imaginable. He' committed [Inceſt wigh- all 
his three Siſters, . and at publick Feafts they laid 
with their Heads in his Boſom by Turns:.OF 
theſe he took Drufilla from her Husband Longines, 
and kept her as his Wife ; and profſtituted Livis 
and Apgrippina to his own vile Companions, 'then 
baniſh'd them as 'Adulterefſes, and Conſpitators 
againſt his Perſon. He lov'd the former fo affecti- 
onately, that being Sick, he appointed her Heirels 
both of 'his Empire iand Eftate, and after her 
Death, he made: her 'a. Goddeſs, whom all his 
Life long he had mide his Harlot. Such a Diety 


the Romans never. knew before, but only her Bro-: 


ther; and Jheitroubled them as much in her Hea- 


ven, as he did ,on the Earth : For: it was impol-: 


ſible for any Man ſo to comport himſelf, as not-to; 
be embarraſs'd'by' Means of this hew 'Goddels. 
To mourn for her-Death: was a high Crime, be- 


cauſe 'ſhe was a Deity and Immortal ; to-rejoyce; 
for her Deity 'was Capital, becauſe ſhe was deadz/ 
and to 'be Sttent! was an unpardonable:Infenſibilt- 


tyy'\etther. of. 'the -Emperor's »Loſs, or his Siſters} 
Advancement.” 'Thus he made-his Siſter Subfers; 
vient-[to his-Profit., as before he did'xo this ome 
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{ure, raiſing vaſt Sums by . the Purchaſe of 'the Ill | 
Lives of ſome, andthe Confiſcation of the Goods lt ; 
of others. As to his Marriages, whether he con- I - 
cracted, continu'd or diſſolv'd them with greater. i - 
Shame and Diſhoneſtly, it is not eaſie to deter- Mb 
mine. Being preſent at the Nuptials of Livia 
Oreſtilla with Piſo, as ſoon as the Solemnity ' was tl 
N.; over, he commanded her to be brought to him: if : 
UP! as his own Wife; Yet in a few :Days he diſ- 
lf miſs'd her, and after that baniſh'd Her, upon Suf. 
picion ſhe had been with her Husband after” ſhe: Il 
was parted from him. He was alſo enamour'd' Ill 
of Zllia Paulina, upon a bare Relation of a Grand. Mt. 
Mothers great Beauty; and thereupon ſent for 
from another Country, where. her Husband C. Mt 
| Memimius was General of an Army, and forc'd her 
1.4: to become his Wife ; but he: not only: divorc'd 
her ſhortly after, but likewiſe forbad} her future. 
Matching with any Man whatſoever. Cze/oniacame: WM. 
next into his Aﬀections, and there continu'd ; a! 
Mother of three Children, neither Young nor. i 
Beautiful, but ſo addidted-to Luxury and Laſcivi- WW 
ouſneſs, that he now met with a: proper Conſort: 
And he lov'd her fo intirely, that" he: ſometimes 
ſhew'd her to the Soldiers all::in_ Armour, and 
ſometimes / to. his Friends ftark Naked , tranſ- 
forming her by theſe Viciflitudes into two Ex- 
treams equally unbecoming her Sex, to'a Man and 
to/a Beaſt. ' : TEers | | 
"But not to dwell any longer in-theſe- Scenes of: M8 
Impurity, Caligula was as boundleſs in his Prodi- 
gality, as he was extravagant in his Luſts.; and 
yet at the ſame time infupportable inhis Avarice. | 
In Luxury and riotous Expences,/ he exceeded the: iſ 
Inventions of all the Pagel of that: Age; Jha- 
ving contriv'd new. Ways:of Bathing, and found | 


out moſt prodigious Diſhes for his Entertainments. 
He 
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the MW He us'd Baths of the richeſt Oyls, and moſt pre- 
»06 MW cious Perfumes in the World ; and had Banquets - 
;n- MW wich the moſt valuable Pearls and Jewels diffolv'd 
cer. MW and put among his Meat, and ſometimes had Ser= 
er- MW vices of pure Gold to be givenito his Gueſts in 
"12 Ml ſtead of Meat, affirming,” That a Jan was either 
135 to be a good Husband or an Emperor. Beſides which, 
m WM for ſeveral Days together,. from the Top .of Julia's 
iſ- W Tower, he calt down. conſiderable Sums: of Mos 
if- MW ney among the People.;;; He commanded certain 
he: I Ships to be built of ; prodigious Bulk, . the Timber 
*d I being Cedar, the Sterns- Ivory beſet with Gold 


d- WW and Jewels, the. Sails and Tackling of various 
or Ml Silks, the Cabins.' and Galleries ſpacious and con- 
C. MW venient, with great: variety of Vines and: Apple- 


er | trees, under the Shade of which he often din'd 
'd amongſt : Voices: and other, Muſick , ſometimes 
re. MW coaſting along the Shore of Campania with great 
16: Ml Pomp and Splendor. In all his Buildings both of 
a' Ml Palaces and Houſes of Pleaſure, he contider'd 'no- 
or: 8 thing but his own particular Fancy, and continu- 
1- WW ally defign'd ſuch. Works;.as to others. ſeem'd; im- 
©: pofltble.... He order'd: large Pillars and: Towers to 
es [MW be built in the. Bottom ..of the Sea,/-cutihis Way 
d through Rocks, of - impenetrable -, Flint,  levell'd 
{-: MW Mountains, .and elevated, Plains and Valleys; : pre- 
= WM fuming to: alter and.corre& the greateſt Works of 
d BW Nature.; and all with incredible Expedition, pu- 

niſhing-the leaſt; Lazineſfs - or-Delay un' the;/Work- 
Xt WF men with preſent Death. - By his, various: Kinds 
i- of Extravagancies, in leſs, than a' Years-ſpage,. be- 
d- IF iides all his ordinary, Revenues, he'conſunr'd about 
2, Eighteen Millions, of our Money, which Tiberius 
(3 had ſcrap'd together | before his Death.:.- Which 
F- ſhews, That tho': there is Treaſure in the World 
d I fufficient ro maintain and ſupport all its- infinite 
s. WU Numbers of Inhabicancs, yer there is, not enough 
© 0 
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in the whole World to maintain one prodigal 
Tyrant. | | 
© But the moſt notorious Inftance of his Prodis 
gality and Vanity, was his vaſt Work at Pare; 
which he undertook in the Third Year ofhis 


Reign ; and it is-difficult to determine which: was 


greater, the Folly. or the Extravagancy. of the At: 
tempt. To ſhew his Power and Greatneſs, and 
that he was able to walk upon the Sea as well as 
the Land, he order'd an infinite Number of 'Ships 
to be ſecur'd in all Parts, and many others to'be 
new built, and all-to be brought into the Bays of 
Baie and Puteol; in Campania, about Ninety Miles 
from Rome. With theſe he -order'd a wonderful 
Bridge to be built, from the Point of Baie to the 
oppoſite Shore'at Puteol;, above "Three Miles and 
a half in length';' the Ships being plac'd 'in two 
Rows in'Form of a Creſcent, faſtned and moor'd 
together with Anchors, Chains, and Cables, to 
make them firm and ſecure. ' Over theſe were laid 
vaſt Quantities of large Planks and Boards, -very 
fKrong:and! even, and cover'd over with fo much 


Earth; as itifſeem'd to have been firm Ground, and 


one of the Streets 'in Rowe. Then to make this 
ftupendious:Work the-more magnificent and ſur- 
prizing, he ſentfor innumerable Numbers of Ar- 
tificers and Labourers, and with infinite Charge 
and Expedition built: Houſes and Lodgings' upon 
the Bridpe for the-Reception of Himſelf and Fol- 
lowers, -irits / which was' brought freſh Water in 
PipesFrotn' the | Land, - ro ſerve -the Occaſions of 
tis Revels.' All 'chis being -compleated, He and 
all his Court repaired 'thither with - prodigious 
[Throngs: of all 'forts of Peopte, who came - from 
all Parts to-behold -this mighty Pomp ; -where af- 


terſomeſolemn Sactifices to the Gods, Caligul 


proudly adoji'd withmagnificent Robes of on 
. . q n 
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and Pearl, ſitting on Horſe-back with a Civick 
Crown and Alexauder's Breaſt-plate, accompany'd 
with the Great Officers of his Army, and all the 
Nobility and Gentry of Rome, he enter'd at one 
End of the Bridge, and with an awful Majeſty 
rode to the other. And lodging all Night upon 
his Bridge, .he caus'd ſuch an infinite Number of 
Torches, Lanthorns, and other Lights to be plac'd 
in all Parts of the Work, that all the neighbour- 
ing Mountains were illuminated, and what was 
his Horſe-Way by Day, was his Amphitheatre by 
Night ; Caligula boafting at the fame time, That 
he had turn 4 the Night into Day, as well as the Sea 
into Land. The next Day he rode over in his 
Triumphal Chariot, follow'd by a mighty Train 
of Friends in their Chariots, .all his Soldiers in 
bright Armour, and Darizs an Hoſtage of Parthia 
attending his Chariot. And after this great Ex- 
ploit of Walking and Riding fo many Miles upon 
the Sea, he aſcended a Roſtrum erected on purpoſe, 
where he made a molt ſolemn Oration in Praiſe 
of his own vaft Attempt, and of the Pains and 
Care of his Saldiers and Workmen, diſtributing | 
large Rewards among them. Then, that he might 
perform ſome memorable Action before he lefr 
his Bridge, he ſuddenly caus'd great Numbers,of 
the Multitade to be caſt into the Sea, and when 
they . laid hold of Rudders, or. any Thing that 
might fave their Lives, he commanded them to 
be thruſt off, fo that all periſh'd withour Remedy. 
He fpent two Days in this Place in all manner 
_ of. Feaftings and” Extravagancies, ,in which time 
, thie Sea proving ſmooth and calm, he ſaid, That 
"Neptune r00k care of that, out of Fear and Reverence 
©r0 Him; after which he return'd to Rome.in a moſt 
. Hagnificent and triumphant Manger, for, having 
7 furmoutted, as he £0 ughe, the, very Order, of 
ab R SE go3s Comte - ER 
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Nature. Which ſhews how fooliſh that Man is, 


-who has let looſe the Reins of Reaſon , and how 


boundleſs that Folly is, which is ſupported by 
Arbitrary Power. 
Caligula having by this and many other Extra- 
vagancies drain'd and exhauſted his Exchequer, 
ook himſelf to all Manner of Rapines and 
Extortions, inventing all Kinds of Penalties, Con- 
fiſcations, and Impoſts: And in theſe Matters 
there was no fort of Fraud or Diflimulation 
which he ſcrupled to uſe; ofcen upbraiding all 
Perſons with their Covetouſneſs, and that they 
were nct aſhamed to have more Riches than he. He 
us d ſtrange Exactions and Impoſitions, ſuffering 
nothing to paſs in common Uſe without bringing 
Money into his Treaſury ; ſet a Rate: upon all 
Meat , a Rate upon Proceſles in Law, a Rate 
upon Porters Wages, and a Rate upon Proſtitutes 
Gains. He caus'd Free-men to purchaſe their 
Freedom a ſecond Time ; and poyſon'd many 
who had nam'd Him for their Heir, to have an. 
immediate Poſſeflion of their Eſtates ; ſelling 


likewife the Jewels and Goods of his condemn'd 


Siſters, the Royal Robes and Ornaments of A4r- 


 thony, Auguſtus, Julia, Antonia, and others of the 
_ Imperial Blood... And beſides the ſtrange Profits 


ariſing from his dead Siſter Druſilla, that he might 
not be unexperienc'd in the baſeſt and moſt ſcan- - 


_ dalous Impolitions, he {et up a Brothel-Houſe in 
_ his own Palace, throughly furniſh'd with all Kinds 


of Proſtitutes; Bawds, and Panders, for an Im- 


_ provement' of his, Revenues., And likewiſe ; he 


_ himſelf the Maſter-Gameſlter, nor 
| Eng, Cheating, Lying; Forſwearing, :and any 


CT 
td + 


made his Palace”a common Gaming Houle, and 
crupling Cog-. 


ind of Artifice to.enhance. his Gains,. Having 


'— once in the midlt. of his Game efpy'd two rich 


Knights 
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Knights paſſing through his Court, he ſuddenly 
went down, caus'd both to be apprehended,. and 


their Eſtates to be confiſcated ;. and returning. to 


his Game, boaſted, That he never had a better Throw 


in hs Life. Another time, wanting Money tor 
his Stake, he went down and caus'd ſeveral. No- 
ble-men to be ſlain ; then returning, told the 
Company , . That they ſit playing there for a few 
Pence, while he had won 600000 Seſterces. Having 
a Daughter born about that time, he complain'd 
publickly of his Poverty, not only as an Empe- 
ror, but as a Father ; and therefore publiſh'd an 
Edit, That he wou'd receive New-years Gifts 


ſhortly, and accordingly he ſtood himſelf in the 


Porch of his Palace, to receive the Preſents which 
the People with full Hands and Laps pour'd out 
before Him. And having by all poflible Methods 


 amalſs'd together an infinite Sum, he often laid 
| down and rowl'd himſelf upon it, efteeming ir 


the greateſt Recreation in the World. As his Pro- 


KM digality and Avarice were both prodigious, fo he 


had the greateſt Variety of Afections that cou'd 
be imagin'd : Sometimes he was openly familiar, 
other times as: ſeverely reſerv'd : Sometimes he 
openly defied all the Gods, yet the Noiſe of a 
Thunder-clap caus'd him to hide himſelf under 
his Bed : Sometimes he difpatch'd Buſineſs. with 
incredible Celerity and Expedition , and other 
times with as much Slowneſs and Negligence. He 


 excus'd many that had commirted hainous Crimes, 


and executed others who had committed no Of- 
fence; and wou'd one Day praiſe a Thing, and 
in the next condemn Him who commended it. 


Finally, he was ſo ſtrangely variable, that no. 


Man cou'd know how to ad or ſerve him with 
Safety ; and he was alſo the ſame in his Habit and 
ooparel, in his Exetciſes and Recreations, and in 
all his other Actions : Only, H 2 In 
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. In his Severities and Cruelties he was ever con- 
ſtant and implacable, and had no Reſpect to Fa- 
mily or Friendſhip, uſing his Grand-mother An- 
tonia {o barbarouſly as ſhe payſon'd her ſelf, mur- 
dering his Coheir Tiberizs for uſing a ſweet Pow- 
der, and almoſt all his Kindred, except his Uncle 
Claudias, whom he preſerv'd only for a Laughing- 
ſtock. He caus'd Prolowy, Son of King Fuba, 
Macro, and Ennia, and ſeveral others who were 
in League and Alliance with him, to be barba- 
roufly Executed ; and likewiſe Silanws, who had 
been his Father-in-Law, for refufing to go to Sea 
with him when he was Indiſpos'd. He flew di- 


vers of the Senate, and afterwards cited them to 


appear as- if they had been alive ; -at laſt pretend- 
ing they dy'd by their own Hands; others of 
them were cruelly Scourg'd, and the Soldiers or- 
der'd to tread upon them as they lay, that they 
might have them at full Command. Being di- 
ſturb'd at Midnight by the noife of ſuch as got 
Places in the Circus for the following Day, he 
caus'd them to be driven out with Clubs ; in 
which Tumault were flain above - twenty Roman 
Knights, as many Ladies, and an innumerable 
Company of the common People. He condemn'd 
many Perſons of the higheſt Quality to dig in the. 
Mines, and to repair the High-ways, Tor not 
ſhowing ſufficient Reſpect to his Gifts and Publick. 
Games. He likewiſe caft great numbers of old 
Infirm Men, and poor Decrepid Houſe-keepers 
to the wild Beaſts, to free the State from fuch 
unferviceable Perſons; and caus'd all the Publick 
Granaries to be ſhut up, that ſuch as eſcap'd the: 
wild Beafts, might periſh wich Famine. He or- 
der'd Wild-Beafts, which. he kept for Feafts ang; 
Publick Games, to” be fed with the Bodies of 
living Men ; and to that end, every tenth oY 
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he fign'd Warrants for. the -Executions. of \what 


Priſoners, ke thought fit, which' he call'd,, Clear- 


ing bs Accounts. . A. certain Knight whom he had 
caſt to the wild Beaſts, crying. out, He was Inng- 
cent, he causd _ him to be taken up, and his 
Tongue to be cut out of his Head, 'and then to 
be thrown in again. He forc'd Parents and Re- 
lations to be prefent at the Executions of their 
Kindred, compelling them to diſcourſe of plea- 
fant: Matters; and to one who excus'd himfelf 
by Reaſon of his Sickneſs, he ſent his own Litter 
to.carry him. Demanding of one whom. he had 
recall'd from a former Baniſhment, How he em- 
ploy'd himſelf in his Exile? upon his anſwering, 


That he often pra'"'d for the Death of Tiberius, that 


he might be Emperor, he unmediately conclhu- 
ded, that all whom he had Baniſh'd likewiſe, 
pray'd for his Death, therefore commanded, that 
all that cou'd be found ſhou'd be flain without 
Mercy. He took ſuch an exceeding Delight in 
Cruelty and Blood, that he often had Men rack'd 
and. tortur'd in his Preſence as he fat at Meat, 
mingling his Sauce, as it it were, with Innocents 
Blood 3 and when the poor Wretches were miſe- 
rably torn and mangled, he added another Cru- 


| elty of ſpirefully pitying and condoling their 


Misfortunes, blaming only their Tormentors. 


As this Tyrant was barbarous, in his Actions, 


ſo he was no lefs cruel in his Words and Sayings ; 
for he often declar'd, That he efteem'd nothing in bis 
Nature ſo commendable as his Adiatrepſian, or hz Un- 
relenting Temper at the ſight of Executions. Being 
blam'd by his Grandmother for his numerous Cru- 
elties, he made Anſwer, Remember 1 may do what 
1 pleaſe, and to whom 1 pleaſe. An Eminent Citi- 
Zen, who for an Indiſboſtion had got leave ta 
retire into the Iſle of Anticyra, deſiring to have 
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his ſtay prolong'd, he was ſo far from obtaining 
his Petition, that Caligula commanded him to be 
ſlain, adding withal, That Blood-letting muſt of ne- 
 ceſſity do him good, who had taken Hellebore ſo lon 
without ſucceſs. He took delight to kill Men wit 
ſlow and reiterated Strokes, that according to his 
uſual Expreflion, They might, feel themſelves die: 
and once executing a wrong Perſon by Miſtake, 
upon finding his Error, he ſaid, Twas well. done, 
he deſeru'd it as much as the other. In ſhort, fo ut- 
limited and boundleſs was his Inhumanity, that 
he often made uſe of that impious Expreflion, 
Oderint dum metuant, Let them hate, as long as the 
fear ; and to add to the natural Fierceneſs of his 
Countenance , he often view'd himſelf in his 
Glaſs to coflider what Looks wou'd make him 
moſt terrible to his Subjects. Whenever he kiſsd 
his Wife or Miſtreſs, he generally laid his Hand 
upon their Necks, uſing this Sentence, As ſmooth 
and as lovely as it s, IT can take it off when I pleaſe; 
and he many times proteſted, That he wou'd rack 
Czſonia to diſcover what made him lowe her ſo paſſu- 
nately, All his Sayings had the genuine Marks of 
Tyranny and unlimiced Power ; and” particularly 
he declar'd, That bc wen'd ſo eftabliſh the State, that 
the Lawyers ſhouwd have nothing to-plead but what be 
. thought Ffuſt and Equitable. And that he might 
inow himſelf a real Monſter; as well as a true 
Tyrant, he us'd frequently to complain of the 
unhappineſs of his Reign, Becauſe not afflifted with 
any conſiderable Calamity to make it remarkable ; las 
menting, That the Reign of Auguſtus was memora- 
ble for the Overthrow fof Varus ; That of Tiberius fir 
the Fall of the great Amphitheatre "at Fidenz,. but 
fuch was bis ' unfortunate Proſperity, that he as i 
great Danger of being forgotten : Infomuch that ie 
many times wiſh'd for the Deſtruction of fome as 
| | 
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his Armies,| Famine, Peſtilence, Fire, or ſome 
orear Opening of the Earth, as wou'd ſwallow 
up a large Proportion of his Subjects. 

The inſupportable Cruelties and monſtrous Dif- 
poſition of this Emperor caus'd many to conſpire 


| againſt his Life ; but their Deſigns were for a 
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while deferr'd, by reaſon of a famous Expedition «,;;.,1.:, 
he deſign'd againſt the Germans and Britains, Expeaition. 


Year of his Reign. He caus'd vaſt numbers of 
Men to be rais'd in all Parts, made ſuch mighty 
Preparations , us'd fuch great Expedition, and 
hew'd ſuch uncommon Reſolution, that many, 
believ'd, that he wou'd over-run all Germany and 
Britain with no Difficulty. In his March he 
ſometimes mov'd with ſuch Fury and Haſt, that 
the Pretorian Cohorts were conftrain'd to difpoſe 
their Standards upon the Backs of their Sumpters 
to be brought after ; other times ſo ſlowly, and 
in ſuch State, that cauſing himſelf to be carry'd 
upon eight Mens Shoulders, he ſent before and 
commanded the neighbouring Cities to have their 
High-ways well ſwept and water'd to defend him 
from the Duſt. Notwithſtanding all. his. great 
Threats and Boaſtings he. perform'd nothing in 
his Expedition but receiving Adminias, the Son of 
Cynobelinus, a King in Britain, who being baniſh'd. 
by.his Father, fled to him with a ſmall Attendance. 
However, Caligula immediately ſenr magnificent 
Letters to Rome, as if he had conquer'd and pol- 


{c{s'd himſelf of che whole Iſland ; ſtrictly enjoyn- 
ing the Meſſengers who carry'd-his Letters, To 


ride diretly through the great Forum into the Palace, 
and nat to deliver them to the Con'luls, but in the Tem- 


ple of Mars, and in a full Senate. Not. long after 
having no other Martial Imployment, he com- 


'manded certain of the German Guards to croſs the 


H 4 Rhine, 


| which he undertook in the latter end of the third A. D. 


41. 
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Rhine, and hiding themſelves for a while, to re- 
turn in_ a great Tumulte and Conſternation with 
an Alarm, that the Enemy was at band; which 
being exactly perfortm'd, he baften'd with a few 
ſcle&t Friends, and a ſhiall Party of Horfe, into 
a neighbouring Wood ; where caufing his Men to 
adorn-theniſelves with Branches of Trees for Tro- 
phies, he returti'd by Torch-lightt with great Cou- 
rage and Bravery, reproiching them with Lazi- 
nels and Timidity, who omitted to follow him, 
and rewarding his Fellow Adventurers with new 
ſorts of Crowns, and the honourable Names of 
Exploratorii... Soon after, that his Exploits might 
be numerous as well as Noble, he ſecretly orderd 
ſome Hoſtages to be forceably taken from their 


_ appointed Places; and being at Supper when the 


News was brought him, he ſhew'd ſo much Con- 
cern for their Eſcape , that he aroſe ſuddenl 
from the Table, mounted and purſu'd them wit 
a great Party of Horſe, as if they had been Fu- 
tives ; and having taken them, he brought them 
back in Chains, exprefling himſelf in this Inter- 
lude no lefs vainly and extravagantly than . in the 
former. At the ſame titne he publiſh'd a ſevere 
Complaint againſt the Senate and People of Rome, 
ſhewing, That while Czar was fighting abroad, and 
expos d to infinite Hazards and Perils, they indulg'd 
themſelves in their Riotous Feaſtings , and in all the 
Pleaſures and Diverſions in the Town. Laſtly, for 
a final Determination of this War, he march'd 


4 


with his whole Army to the Sea-ſhore in Batavia 


or Hollayd, where diſpoſing his Engines and Ma- 
chines in, great'Order, and drawing up his Army 
in Batalia, he went on to the Sea in a Galley, and 
immediately returning, he commanded the Trum- 
pers to found, and the ſignal to be given for Bat- 
ce, then of a ſudden order'd all his Men to ga- 

ther 
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cher Cockles and. Muſcles into their Helmets, 
cerming them, The Spvils of the, conquer d Ocean, due 
10. the Palace. and Capitol. Then' calling his Army 
rogethzr; in ſuch a manner as Generals uſually 
did after a Victory, he made a- pompous Oration ; 
to them, highly extolling, their Renawn'd Ex- 
ploits and Atchievements, commanding, alſo. a 
ridiculous Diſtribution to be made amonglt them, 
and bidding them Rejoyce and be Rich, In Memo- 
ry of this great Vidtory, . he eaus'd, a lofty Towetr- 
to be erected by the Sea-ſide ; . and. ofder'd the 
| Galleys, it. which he had. put out. to Seay to be 
| aa tha to -Rome.; and. for the: moſt part | by 
Land. | 
_ At his Return, towards Rowe, arid'entraniee t11- 
to Gaul, he ſent Meſſengers. before. him to pre- 
pare a moſt ſolemn Triumph for his Cotigueſlts, 
carrying with him ſome few Prifaners, and: Bar- 
= barian Fugitives for- that purpoſe; and for the 
| greater Pomp, .he took with him the pfincipal of 
tas, Gothick, Nobility, compelling them to diſco- 
logr their Faces. and Hair, -to Jearn the German - 
Eanguage,; and to take upon: them their barba- 
rous Names. But, before his/ departiire from: this 
Province, ; this Tyrant enter'd upon the moſt im- 


-w — C —_ TT a MS +  ——_— ” 


| pious and, bloody Deſign that was ever reniem- | 
berd ; which was; to murder all thoſe Legions } 


winch had formerly Mutined under his Father. 
Germanicas, When he was a young Child in the 
Camp; and after all poflible Perſwafions againſt 
this notorious Barbarity, he coi'd not be diverted m1 

from a Reſolution of killing every tenth Man; : 
in which he perſiſted fo obſtinately, that he im- | 

mediately , call'd -them together without theit 

Arms, as to an Karangue, and caus'd them to be 

ſurrounded by a ſtrong Body of Horſe, in order 

to this abominable Deſign. But obſerving that 
| his 
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his Intentions were ſuſpeted, and that many of 
them ſlipt away to recover their Arms, in caſe of 
any Violence, he ſuddenly fled out of the Af. 
ſembly, and went immediately towards Rome, 
curning all thoughts againſt the Senate, and threat- 
ning 'to revenge on them the Tgnominious Re- 
ports that were rais'd of him; complaining, a- 
moneſt other things, That 'by their Faults he as de- 
frauded of hs Triumph ; tho” he had lately forbad 
them, upon Pain of Death, to concern them- 
ſelves with any of his Honours. Being met on 
the way by Ambaſſadors from that venerable Aſ- 
ſembly , with their humble Requeft to him'to- 
come and partake of the Honours deſign'd for 
him, he laid his Hand upon his Sword, ſaying, 
T will come, and bring ths along with me: And alſo 
by an Edict he declar'd, That he wou'd return, but 
it ſhou'd be only to' the Gentry and Commons; as to the 
Senate, he wou'd be neither # Prince 'nor Citizen for the 
future ; and forbad any of the'Senators ro meet 
him. In this 'manner, either quite omitting his 
Triumph, or. deferring it to another* Time, he 
contented himſelf to enter the' City by way of 
Ovation, on his Birth-Day, without any further 
Ceremony. But about the ſame time the Senate 
found 'a remarkable occaſion of Reconciliation, 
by 'means of Protogenes, one of his bloodieſt Exe- 
cutioners; who coming into the' Houſe, was ſa- 
luted and fawn'd upon by all the Senate, and 
more particularly by Scribonizzs Proculus. Where- 
upon Protogenes , 'with a fierce Countenance re- 
pty'd, Why do you ſalute me, you that ſo bate my 
AMafter the Emperor. Upon which Words the reſt 


of the Senators' immediately ſeiz'd upon Proculzs, 


and violently. tore him in Pieces; which piece 
of Service ſo well ſuited with the Tyrant's pro- 


digious Humour , - that he was pleas'd to de- 


Clare, 


Chap. III. CALIGULA IV. 


clare , That the Senate had now. regain d bis Fa- 
VOuT- | 

Continuing in Rome, Caligula proceeded in his 
former :Cruelties after a more barbarous manner 
than ever ; and being incens'd with the Citizens, 
he us'd this execrable Wiſh, O zhat the Roman 
People had but one Neck, that T might diſpatch 'em all 
at a Blow ! And when the People petition'd him 
at the Theatre for an Eaſement of their Taxes, he 
commanded his Guards to ſet upon them, and 
put great numbers of them to the Sword. He 


| deſign'd to remove his Court to Antium, and then 


to Alexandria, reſolving firſt to deſtroy the Princi- 
pal. of the Senatorian and Equeſtrian Rank ; as ap- 
pear'd from two Books found in his Cabinet, one 


Intitled Gladizs the Sword, and the other Pugio 


the Dagger; in which were written the Names of 
ſuch as were mark*'d out for Execution. So that 


. now indeed he prov'd a real Phaeton to the World, 


according to the Predictions of that impious Po- 
licician Tiberizs ; bur as he began to ſer all things 


' on Fire, ſo he was ſoon ſcorch'd and conſum'd 


in thoſe Flames which he had fo furiouſly blown 
up. - When neither his own Reaſon, his Subjects 
Petitions, nor his Countries Cuſtoms cou'd move 
him to Moderation, or divert him from his Cru- 
elties, many began to. conſpire againſt him, buc 
durft not execute their Deſigns by reaſon of his 
Guards ; till at length Caſſizs Chereas, an Officer 


| of his Guards refolv'd upon it, being prompted 


ro it upon many Accounts. He ſecretly imparted 
his Deſigns to ſeveral” Senators, Equites, and others, 


who readily joining with hiin, privately kepr ' 


themſelves in Arms, every Perfon promoting it 
with all poſlible Vigour and Reſolution.” Chereas 
having appointed a fer Time for this fatal At- 
tempt, he order'd his Companions to attend him 

| in 
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in a Vault, or private Gallery, where the Emye.' 
ror uſually paſs'd unſeen frotn his Palace to Gr. 
tain Baths not far diſtant. There Chercas repair 
to his Aſſociates, and ſhortly after meeting with 
Caligula, and firlt paying ſome Reſpect to him, 
he gave him a mortal Wound, crying out, 7; 
rant, think upon ths 5 and immediately the reſt of 


The Death of the Conſpirators ruſh'd in, and diſpatch'd him 


Caligula. 


- it were poflible, both his Name an 


with thirty Wounds, ht for ſome ſpace crying out 
That be was ſtill alive. This was the miſerable 
End of Caizs. Caligula, the fourth Emperor of 
Rome, in the 29th. Year of his Age, after a ſhort 
Reign of” three Years, . ten Months, and eight 
Days ; a Perſon commendable only for his ſhar 
Wit and Eloquence, and ſo monſtrouſly Wicked, 
that Seneca truly faid of him, That Nature ſeen! 
80 have brought him forth, to ſhew what was poſſible 
to be produc d from the greateſt Vitiouſneſs, ſupported 
by the greateſ# Authority. His prodigious Enormi- 
ries juſtly pull'd down Heaven's Vengeance upon 
the Head of him and his Family : For he himſelf 
not only. fell by the Hands of his own Friends 
and Subjects, and had his Body left half burnt 
upon, a poor Pile erected privately and in haſte ; 
but alſo his Wife C/oia, whom he lov'd to Mad- 
neſs, was at the fame time ſtabb'd by a Centuri- 
on.; and his only Daughter, an Infant in the 
Cradle, had her Brains daſh'd out againſt a Wall, 
with Deſign to extirpate the whole Race of a 
Tyrant, who had made himfelf fo nw card 
—_— to all Mankind. His Money was alſo 
melted down by Decree of Senate ; that, if 
d Feature 
might be forgotten by future Ages. He dy'd in 
the 794th. Year of the City, 42 after our Savi- 
our's Nativity, and 9 after his Crucifixion : In 
whoſe ſhort Reign, the Name and Faith of Fl 
| Chr: 
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Chriſt was preach'd in a conſiderable Part. of the 


X- WW World by the Holy Apoſtles and many others, St. 
- BY Mather writing his firft Goſpel, and the Believers 

UW of Chrif obtaining the Name of Chriſtians. 

l IT. As foon as the Death of Caligula was pub- 
' WF liſh'd in the City, it caus'd great Alteration and 

6 Confuſion in all Parts. The Confpirators wha 


providing for the Safety and notz Soveraignty, 
had all retir'd to private Places,  tho* not with» 
E out great Difficulty ; and ſince the At was done 
in ſuch a ſecret Place , many imagining ir 
[ ſome Artifice to difcover the Aﬀections of 
the People , ſuſpended their Belief of it, till 
the German Guards had ſufficiently manifeſt- 
ed it by the' Diſturbances -they rais'd, and the 
Murders they committed in the Palace, The Se- 
nate was immediately aſfembl'd, where after a 
ſerious Debate, Saturnins the preſent Conſul, in- 
ſifted much upon the Benefits of Liberty , and 
the Miferies of Tyranny, particularly, That the 
latter utterly extinguiſhes all Vertue, deprives Free-Men 
of all true Magnanimity,” and teaches *em both to flat» 
ter and fear ; by which Means the Common-Wealth is 
mot guided by the Wiſd:m of Laws, but abandon'd to 
the Fury of intemperate Guvernors ; all which fatal 
Miſeries , Rome, had ſeverely experiencd. Afﬀeer 
which he much pleaded for the rewarding of 
Chereas, who, he Gi, had dine ſo great a, Piece o | 
Service to the State, nqr like Brutus and Caflius, 2yho 
murder d Julins. Cxfar ; for they were the Originals of 
Seditions and Civil Wars : But Chereas by the Death 
of a Tyrant, had not only deliver'd\Rome from his 
Perſon, but likewiſe "from all thoſe Miſeries: which a- 
roſe by his Means. The Senate being terrifi'd with 
the paft Calamities, readily agreed with his. Opi- 
nion, reſolving to reſtore Rome to her ancient Ei-' 
berty, and utterly, ro extipguifh the Nawg of £5 
| ar's 


A. D. 
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. ſar*s and the Monarchy ; and perſiſting in this De. 
termination, they immediately ſeiz'd on the Ca. 
pitol, with ſome of the Cohorts of the City, who 
were likewiſe of their Opinion. But the City 
was much divided, the Commons urging hotly 
for the Ele&tion of a New Emperor , and the 
Nobility as violently promoting the Reſtoration 
of their ancient Privileges. "The former hated 
the Senate, and had been highly oblig'd by the 
publick Spectacles and Donatives of the Emperors; 
therefore reſolv'd to continue the Monarchy, and 
endeavour'd to. diſcover the .Conſpirators. The 
Pretorian Cohorts, and the German Guards, had 
all the ſame Intention and Reſolution with the 
Commons ; the former in hopes that the Ele&i- 
on of the Emperor wou'd fall to their Determina- 
tion, and the latter upon the account of the great 
Profits they had reap'd from the Execution of 
Caligula's Cruelties. Theſe Diviſions and Diſſen- 
tions rais'd great Diſturbances in the City ; and 
while Affairs continu'd in this Confuſion, neither 
the Citizens nor Soldiers knew whom to nominate 
for Emperor, till ſome of the Soldiers running 
about the Palace, diſcover'd Caligula's Uncle Clan 
dis in a ſecret Hole, in which he had hid him- 
ſelf out of Fear of his Life, and brought him up- 
on their Shoulders ro the Camp, where they pro- 
claim'd him Emperor, when he in great Fear, ex- 
pected nothing but Death at their Hands. Upon 
which the Senate ſent to him, To treat of ſuch 
Matters as were for the publick Good ; but Claudins 
alledg'd, That he as detain'd by Force, being much 
incourag'd by Herod Agrippa King of Fudea, and 
then at Rome, to oppoſe the Senates Determinati- 
on., But Claudizs had neither the Courage to at- 
rempt. any Thing for himſelf or che Publick, be- 
baving himſelf with all imaginable Fear and Con- 
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Terror of the Soldiers, caus'd ſome Compliance 
in the Senate, who finding Claudims. nearer ally'd 
to the Empire than any other, as being Uncle to 


| Caligula, and. Brother to Germanicas , agreed to = 


make him Emperor, confirminghim ſhortly after. 


i1r 
cern, till the Diſturbances of the People, and the | 


Claudius was now fifty Years of. Age, and till cjaudius 
this time had liv'd in great Obſcurity, beſtow- made Empe- 
ing much of -his Time in Studying and Writing 797 


of Hiſtory and other Subjects, of which he gave 
frequent and publick Teſtimonies of his Profici- 
ency. But whether from his Corporeal Diſtem- 
pers, the groſs Stupidity of his Nature, or the 
unactive Cowardice of his Temper, he cou'd not 
with all his Learning, acquire any Dignity in the 
State, beſides ſome few Months Conſulſhip with 
Caligula ; nor yet extinguiſh the ill Opinion con- 
ceiv'd of him by moſt Perſons. Hehad now cur'd 
himſelf of the Infirmities of his Body, and in a 
great Meaſure ſeem'd to have corrected thoſe of 
his Mind ; as was. believ'd from his great Care he 
ſew'd for the State, and his ſeveral good , As 
he did in the Beginning of his Reign. The firſt 
was his diſannulling a!l the cruel Edits made by 
Caligula; commanding all to be deliver'd from 
Prifdn and Baniſhment, who had been unjuſtly 
confin'd, particularly Caligula's Siſters and Nie- 
ces. He ſhew'd himſelf very Mercifu! to his E- 
nemies and Oppoſers in the EleRtion, and pals'd 


.a general At of Pardon and Oblivion for all paſt 


Crimes ; yet for a. publick Example, and to ter- 
rifie others from the like Attempt, he commanded 
Chereas and ſome of the Confpirators to be execu- 
ted, who ſuffer'd Death with great Boldnels and 


Reſolution,Chereas deſiring only to G6 thelame 
Sword he had. us'd againſt Caljgw.. This Empe- 


Tor ſhew'd himfelf very diſcreet 'and temperate, 


as 


Rame 4ncre- 
dibly populaus. 
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as to Honours and Titles; and .upon ſevere Pe. 
nalties, forbad all Perfons to Sacrifice to him 3 
they had done to ay 19 He took a more than 
ordinary Care, that Rome ſhou'd be. continually 
ſupply'd with all ſorts of Corn, ſecuring the 
Merchants againſt all Pirates by Sea ; and this 


"Care was the miore neceſſary, becauſe of the in- 


credible Number of People in Rope ; for in this 
Reign 7 zcitus affyres us, that in one Luſfrum were 
found fix Millions 844000 Heads. Claudius like- 
wife was :very much employ'd in Magnificent 
Works and Buildings, of which three were of as 
great Note as any that the World could fhow : 
'The firſt was a wonderful Conduit or Aquedu, 
call'd after his own Name Claudia, much ſurpal- 
ſing any other in Rome, either for the Noblench 
of the Workmanſhip, or the Abundance of the 
Water it -convey'd , which was brought forty 
Miles from Rome, through great Mountains, and 
over ſtately Arches in Vathes, and from thence 
carry don to the higheſt Hills in the Ciry. The Se- 
cond was a Haven of prodigious capacity, digg'd 
into the firm Land at Ofia;z a Work of that 
exceeding 'Coft and Charge, that his Succeſſors 
were not able to maintain it. The laſt was the 
dreining of a Lake call'd PFucinys, the largeſt of 
all qaly, in the Country of the Marfi, and the 
bringing all the Water into the River Ther, to 
ftrengchen the Current of the Stream. For &ﬆ- 


'feing of which, among. other -vaſt Difficulties, 


he mined through a high Mountain of Flint , 
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ven Years together, as many.good Authars teftific. 
Claudius was no lefs careful about the Provinces 
and Governments, than .about.the City and Edi- 
fices; firſt confirming Herod Agripps in his, King 


} 


dom, which Caligula had taken from his Unclz 
Herod Antipas, Whom 'he'likewiſe banith'd with 


; Herodias 3 both being yuſtly punith'd for their in- 


ceftuois Match, and the unjuſt Death of Fehr 
Baptiſ#,- Claudius inlarg'd Agrippa's Dominions, by 
an Addition of Fudez and Samaria, which for- 
merly belong'd 'to his Grandfather. - Herod the 
Great ; and publija'd favourable Edis in behalf 
of the Fews, who had groan'd under the T'yran- 
nies of, Cal;gula. This Herod endeavouring by all 
Ways to gtatife the Fews, 'rais'd a 1evere Perſe- 
cution againſt the Apoſtles and Chritians in thole 
Parts, deſtroying | Fames, and impriloning Perer ; 
but was ſhortly after puniſh'd by an Angel from 
Heaven, who in the midſt of all his Pride and 
Glory, ſtruck him: with a foul Diſeaſe , which 


foon ended his impious Lite, -his Kingdom being 


ziven to his Son... Claudias alſo reſtor'd AMithri- 
dates the Iberian to his. Kingdom, AMirhridates the 
Cilician to the Kingdom of Bo/phorzes, and Antio- 
chus .to/Comagena, all which had been depriv'd of 


- their. Kingdoms by his Predeceſlor Caligula. But 


he depriv'd the Lycians and Rhodians of their Liber- 
ty ; the former for raiſing a Sedition, and Kil- 
ling ſeveral Rowans,. and the latter for Crucifying 
ſome of that Nation. About which: time many 
of the Britams, having been: harraſs'd with Civil 
Wars, and exaſperated with dangerous Factions , 
began torfeek the Protection of the Romans, and 
us'd all Methods to ſubjed their Native Country 


V1.3 


to: their Government. . The principal of theſe was SY 


one Bericus,” who by 'many Arguments perſwaded 
the Emperor to make a'Deſcent upon Britain , 


which none had attempred ſince Fulius C2/ar,abour 


96 Years before. ' Claudius therefore ordered. A. 
Plantius the Pretor to paſs over from Gaul, who 
making 'Preparation. for this great Expedition, his 

I Muti- 
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Britain 7nvas 
ded a third 
time by the 
Romans. 
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Claudius's 
Expedition. 
A.D. 


46. 


Mutirous Soldiers refus'd to March, telling him, 
That they ou d not make War out of the Compaſs 
the World ; for ſo they judg'd Britain to. lie.” But 
Plantius, by the Afliſtance of: Narciſſus, the' Em. 
peror's Favourite, in a ſhort time quieted. 'em ; 
and paſling over into Britain, overthrew the Sons 
of Cynobelinus ſeveral times, Flavins Veſpaſian his 
Lieutenant, performing many noble Exploits in 
this War. This Expedition was undertaken' in 
the ſecond Year of Claudins's Reign 5 in which 
Year St. Peter, according to the vulgar Opinion, 


. came to Reme an i ſerled himſelf there, after he 


had preach'd the Goſpel in divers Parts of the 
World. 26 | 

| The Senate decreed Claudins Triumphal Orna- 
ments, upon the Account of the Succeſles in Brj- 
tain; bur heimagining that Honour beneath the 
Majeſty of an Emperor, refalv'd in the fourth 
Year of his Reign, to paſs'over 'into Britain in 
Perſon, upon Pretence that the Britains were til] 


- Seditious, | and had not deiiver'd up ſome - Roman 


Fugitives in their Pofſeflion. He made great: Pre- 


-parations both by Sea and Land, and landingin 


Britain, he in a ſhort time ſubdu'd Part of the 
Country with little Oppoſition, and among other 
Towns 'Camalodunum , now Maldon , the Royal 


Sear of Cyncbelinus ; but whether he fought any. 


Barrel ,, Authors' are not'agreed. Having been 
divers «times ſaluted Imperator , a thing not 


' known in one Expedition, he diſarm'd the - Bri- 
tains, and committing the. Government of 'thele, 
” . . . d p 
'-as likewiſe:the War with:the! others. not. fubdu'd 


ro Plantius, he haſth'd to Rome in the fixth Month, 


ſending before him Pompey and Silanus his Sons 1n 


Law, 'wich the News of his Victories. - Great Re- 
joycings were made at Rome, for the-Conqueſt of 
this fmall. Part of - Britain, and every | Perſon's 
Mouth 
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Mouth was filld with the Praiſes of Claudius, the 


Senate in honour to him, decreeing not only. a - 


ſplendid Triumph, but alſo Yearly Games;: and 


Triumphal ' Arches both at Rome and Geforiacum 


in Gaul, the Place where he took Shipping. Clau- 
dius made his Triumph in Rome with-great Splen- 
dor:and Magnificence ; and that the Spectacle 
might be. more'., glorious by... the Confluence 
of People, he not; only gave leave to the Gover- 
nours of Provinces-to be preſent ar it, but permit- 
ted ſeveral baniſh'd Perſons-to return home, on 
purpoſe to behold it. In the Solemnity, his Em- 
preſs , Meſſalina follow'd him in a diſtant Chariot, 
magnificently adorn'd ; and he himſelf Mounted 
the Steps of the Capito! on his Knees, being ſup- 
ported on. each fide by his two Sons-in-Law. A+ 
mong | the Spoils of his Enemies, he plac'd a Na- 
val Crown of . Gold hard by the Civick Crown; 
over the Gate of the Imperial Palace, in token of 
his Victory over the Britiſh Sea, when he croſs'd 
it; and for the ſame Reaſon, he. order'd his. Son 
Germanicus, Which he had by Meſſalma, ſhou'd: be 
hereafter call'd Britanniczs, the Name. which was 
oven to. himfelf bat juſt before. In the mean 
time Plantins carry'd. on the War in Britain with 
that Succeſs, that Claudius decreed him an Ovati- 
bn, and when: he. enter'd Rome, he himſelf met 
him, giving him. the right Hand all the Way; Ye- 
ſpaſian, partly. under Claudizs, and partly under 
Plantizs, fought thirty Battels with the Enemy, ac- 
cording. to: Suetonizs ; alſo ſubdu'd two mighty 
Nations , and: above... twenty Towns , together 
with the Ifle of -YVe&z« or Wight. For which Ex= 
ploits. he--obtain'd Triumphal Ornaments , and 
within a ſhort Space - two Sacerdotal Dignities, 
with-the | Conſulſhip, which he-had the two laſt 
Months.of the Year. Under him ſerv'd his Sori 
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Titus in quality of a Tribune, whoſe extraordinary 


Valour and Modeſty, gain'd him exceeding Re- 
putation, as appears from the Number of hisIma- 
ges and their Inſcriptions,throughout the Provinces 


of Germany and Britain. 


Claudins began now to leſſen his Care and 'Con- 
cern for the Publick, and to give himſelf up t 
his Gluttonous Diſpoſition, and his paſſive Stupi- 
dity, but moſt of all to his Freed Men and Fa- 
vourites, together with” his libidinous Wite Meſſa- 
lina, To theſe he made himſelf fo Subje&, and 
was ſo much govern'd by em, that by their Di- 
rections and Counſels he commirted many Difor- 
ders, Follies and Injuries, more hike their Slave 
and Subject, than their Prince and Severaign}; 

ardoning ſuch hainons Offences, and commit- 
ing ſuch Cruelties, as wou'd be tedious to men- 
tion all, thoſe againſt his own Blood will be ſuf 
ficient. The firſt was the Execution of 4ppiss 
Silanus, a Perſon of the higheſt Merits, who had 
been Governour of Spain , and marry'd ito ils 
Mother-in-Law, whoſe Death was caus'd by the 
malicious Infinuations of his Wife Meſſalins,and'his 
Favourite Narciſſus. Aﬀeer hit he put both' his 
Sons-in Law Silanns and Pompey to Death, atid 
the two Livia's, his own Neeces, one the Daugh- 
ter of Draſus, and the 'other ' of Germanious $5 and 
all without admitting of any' Defence, and none 
knowing for what Cauſe. Great Numbers'-6f 
others were likewiſe put to Death, by ' the'abo- 
minable Practices of Mefſalina and his Freed-Men, 
who bore fo great aſway'in' the" State that they 
fold Offices,” Governments, and Digniries 3 and 
what was more dangerous, took Money for Par- 
dons, Penalties, Punifhments, and 'Banifhments: 
A great part of which was pra&is'd 'withour the 
Knowledge of the Emperor ; fo large was their 
| Power 
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Power and Authority , and fo groſs his Igno- 
rance and Stupidity. By Means of theſe great 
Diſorders -and Grievances, Claudius made himſelf 
odious to many, and principally to the Wiſer 
| fort; infomuch thar ſeveral pradtis'd his Death, 
| and confpir'd againſt him , tho” for his former 
go0d Acts he was ſtill belov'd and eſteem'd by 
great Numbers. But as thoſe who hated him 
were more Numerous, or at leaſt more bold,they 
fear'd not to make an Attempt upon his Life 
of which were two Equites, who refolv'd to ſtab 
him, beſides Sracius Corvinus and Gallus Aſmius, two 
Perſons of the higheſt Rank, who had made a 
Conſpiracy againit him. Bur the Defigns and 
Practices of all being timely diſcovered, Claudius 
prevented the Danger by executing new Cruelties 
upon the ſaid Parties, and upon ſuch as had con- 
{ſented and participated with them; and finding 
himſelf freed from this - Fear and Danger, he 
| continu'd more vile in his impious Purpoſes, and 
cruel Courſes. 
But this Conſpiracy was not the Emperor's C.miltys's 
| oreatelt Concern, for ſhortly after Furius Camillus, Rebellion, 
his Lieutenant in Dalmatia , incited by many 
principal Men of Rome, openly rebell'd againſt 
him 3 and the Legions of that Province joyning 
with him, he call'd himſelf by the Title of Em- 
peror. This threw Claudizs into the utmoſt 
Fear and Amazement ; and as his Nature 
and his Crimes had made him more cowardly and 
timorous, than the reſt of Mankind, he was ſo 
dejeted 'and mean ſpirited , that upon Camillus 
his writing to him a hectoring Letter, Command- 
ing him to leave his Empire, and betake himſelf to a 
Private and retir'd Life, he aſſembled the principal 
Perfons of his Council; to deliberate whether he 
ſhou'd reſign to Camillrs, or not ; So that if the 
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Rebellion had laſted, he wou'd have made but a 
feeble Defence of his Empire. But as Camillus's 
Pretences had no Foundation, and his ambitious 
Deſigns manifeſtly appearing to the Legions, they 
ſoon repented of their Choice, and deſtroy'd him 
five Days after, by reaſon of ſome remarkable 
Prodigies which had terrifi'd em, as ſome Au- 
thors write. And thus was Claudins deliver'd from 
this. Danger, but not from Fear and Jealouſie; 
for he liv'd ever after in Diſquiers and Suſpicions, 
infomuch that being one Day inthe , Temple of- 
tering his Sacrifices, and by chance finding a 
Sword which had been left there: by Accident, 
he with great Trembling and Confuſion, imme- 
diately caus'd the Senate to be aſſembled, and 
with Fear told the Fathers, That he was a Man the 
meſs unfortunate and miſerable of all others, and that 
he cou'd be aſſur'd at no Time or Place, but was conti- 
wually in Danger ; and for many Days together he 
retir'd, and itirr'd not abroad. But. Meſſalina with 
her Favourites and Confederates, made a mote 
profitable Uſe of the Emperor's Fears and Sulpi- 


cions, taking an Occaſion from them to put ma- 


ny Perſons ro Death,and co confiſcate their Goods, 
aliedgirg, That they were guilty of ſeme of the late 
Conſpiracies and Rebellion ; all which was effected 
in a moſt bloody and barbarous Manner, many 
beiag condemn d and executed without Proof or 
Trial, and other Guilty Perſons .clear'd by means 
of Bribes and Gifts: And tho” for the moſt part 
Claudius was grolly abus'd and;impos'd. upon by 
troſe he moſt truſted, yer ftill the World believ'd 
him moſt guilty, and cenſur'd and hated him for 
theſe As. For beſides his ſtrange Remiſſneſs and 
Forgetiulneſs in all Things, and the great Truſt 
which Þe repos'd. in ſuch impious Perſons , he 
appeard very bloody and cruel himelf, bein 
IC6- 


l 
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frequently preſent when Torments were inflicted, 
and with great Pleaſure beholding the moſt ex- 
quiſite Cruelties ; a thing highly unworthy of his 
Office and Dignity. Sxetonius writes that he put 
to Death thirty five Senators, and above three 
Hundred Equites in his Reign, and with fo much 
Faſe and Unconcernment, that one of . his Cap- 
tains bringing him'an Account, That according to 
bis Command, ſuch a Conſulary Man was executed ; he 
deny'd he had given any ſuch Order, yet approv'd 
of what had been perform'd. 

In the Seventh Year of this Emperor's Reign, Meſfilina br 
Meſſalina appear'd more publick in her Wicked- Lewdneſr, GC. 
neſs, and triumphant in her Adulterous Practices, 
in which ſhe now became Superlatively Impudent ; 
and to enter into all the Particulars of her Mon- 
ftrous Lewdneſs, wou'd be a Scandal to my Sto- 
ry, and an Offence to my Reader. Aﬀeer ſhe 
had Sacrific'd many of her Gallants, who were 
too deficiently Serviceable to her untounded De- 
# fires, ſhe fell paſſionately in love with C. Silius, 

the moſt beautiful Yourh in all Rowe, whom the 

oblig'd, tho' unwillingly, to divorce his Wife Fu- 
via Syllana, an illuſtrious Lady , that the might 
wholly enjoy the Adulterer to her felf, Which 
ſhe did not with Secrecy, but with a great Re- 
tinue frequented his Houſe, was always at his 

Side, and profuſely beftow'd Wealth and Ho- 

nour upon him; and at laſt, as tho' Fortune had 

transferr'd the Empire to him, all Attendants and 

Imperial Ornaments were daily ſeen at the A- 

dulterer's Houſe. After ſome Space $Siljus, being 

apprehenſive of the Dangers in which they had 

Involv'd themſelves, told her direftly, That Harm- 

leſs Counſels were proper for the Innocent; but audaci- 

ous and. deſperate Attempts were the only Security for 
_ open and manifeſt Villainies; And after fome-: lictle 
I 4 Dea 
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Deliberation they agreed upon a notorious Ex-' 
pedient, impudent beyond all Example, and al. 
moſt all Belief ; which' was to marry each other 
while the Emperor was alive, relying upon his 
ftupid Blindneſs, and the tranſcendent Power ſhe 
had over him. They waited no longer than for 
Claudius's Journey to Oftia ſhortly after, | at which 
time they celebrated their Nuptials, with all the 
uſual Ceremonies, and all the Shameleſnefs and 
Openneſs imaginable 3 which rais'd great Indig- 
nation and Jealoufies among many in- the City, 
who relolv'd to diſcover all the Emprels's Practices 
to Claudius during his long ftay at Oftia, but fear'd 
nothing ſo much as his admitting her to make her 
Defence, becauſe her dextrous management of 
this blockiſh Prince might render their Accufati- 
ons ineffeetual. Narciſſus firlt made the Diſcove- 
ry to him of this infamous Ac, with an infinite 
number of other Villainies committed by her, 
which after many Apgegravations and provoking 
Incicements ſomewhat rous'd him out of his 
drowſie Slumber and Forgetfulneſs ; but at the 
ſame time threw him into-ſuch a dreadful Fright, 
that he oftentimes ask'd, Wherher he was ſtill Sove- 
reign of the Emire or not ? and was as Cautious in 
his Preparations for their Puniſhment ,. as if I 
were to engage ſome dangerous Enemy. 

In the mean time Meſ/alijpa, never more looſe 
and diſfolure in her laſcivious Frolicks and Debau- 
cheries , celebrated 'with her Lover the Jovial 
Feaſts of Bacchzs, in the time of Vintage ; the 
ſwelling Grapes were preſs'd, the Veflels flow'd 
with delicious Wines, Women, girt with Skins, 
danc'd about like Franticks; her felf with her 
Hair, looſly dancing in the Air, ſhaking a Jave- 
lin finely wrap'd about with Vine Leaves ; and 
Silizs hard by, his Body cover'd with Ivy, we 
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his Legs with Buskins, with a ſhameleſs Company 
of Singers and Dancers ; all expreffing che ,ut- 
moſtzMirtheand Jollity which the Heatrand Ex- 
travagance of Humour cou'd. produce. In the 
midſt of it one Valens, an Idiot is faid to have 
climb'd a Tree, and being demanded What be ſaw 
there, anſwer'd, A cruel Storm coming from Oftia, 
which caſt a ſudden Coldneſs. and Damp upan 
the Minds of the Company. . Shortly after which 
they receiv'd Intelligence, that the Emperor had 
made a full Diſcovery of the whole Matter, and 
was coming to take his Revenge. All retir'd with 
great Confuſion to ſeveral Places, and Meſſalina 
ro the Gardens belonging formerly to Lucullas, 
from whence ſhe ſent her Son and Daughter, Bri- 
rannicas and Oftavia, ro meet the Emperor, and 
implore his Mercy, immediately after following 
them her ſelf ; but in vain, ſince Narci//zs and her 
other Accuſers ſo diverted Claudizs, that he cou'd 
not attend to her Defence. S:ius, and many other 
of her adulterous Companions were immediately 
ſecur'd,and ſhortly after receiv'd the juſt Reward of 
their Villainies, among which ſome were Senators 
and ſome were Players. All which time Meſſalina 
in Lucu!lus's Gardens endeavour'd by all potiible 
Methods to prolong her wretched Life, ſometimes 
uſing Prayers and Supplications, and other times 
jhewing no leſs Rage and Anger; and had not 
Narciſſus haſten'd her Death, ſhe had probably 


turn'd the Miſchief upon her Accuſers Heads : 


For the Emperor having return'd from the Execu- 
tions, and allay'd his Choler in a Banquet, began 
to relent, deferring her Puniſhment till after ſhe 
had made her Defence. Which being underſtood, 
Narciſſus ruſh'd out, and order'd the Centurions 
and 'Tribunes juſt by to execure her immediately, 


according to the Emperor's Commands ; wha 
haſt'ning 
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haſt'ning to the Gardens, found her extended on 
the Earth, with her Mother Lepida ſitting by her, 
who perſwaded her, Not to tarry for the Executioner, 
fence ſhe cou'd expett no other Honour but the killing her 
felf. But ſhe had no ſpark of Generoſfity left,and her 
Courage was too enfeebl'd with impure Senſuality 
to think on ſuch' an Attempt ; tho? at laſt with 
many cowardly Fears and Tremblings ſhe took a 


Meſſalina ber Sword from one of the Soldiers, and put it to her 


Death. 


Throat, and then to her Breaſt ; which at laſt 
was pierc'd with a Blow lent her by the Tribune; 
an End ſuitable to one who was the higheſt in 
Quality, but the moſt monſtrous in Impiety of all 
her Sex. Claudius was immediately inform'd of 
her Death in'the midſt of his Banquet ; but with- 
out the leaſt Queſtion ask'd, or Concern ſhew'd, 
he call'd for his Cup, and proceeded in his Ban- 


quet ; and fo ftrange was his Inſenſibility, that 


neither the ardent Love he bore her, the fſatisfacti- 
on of the Accuſers, nor the ſadneſs of his Chil- 
dren cou'd make him pive the leaſt Tokens cf 
Hate, Joy, Anger, Sorrow, or of any other Hu- 
mane Paſlion or Aﬀection. And what is ftill fur- 
cher remarkable, the next Day ſitting at his Ta- 
ble, he ask'd, Why Meſfalina came mot to Supper. 
The like monſtrous Forgetfulneſs appear'd in many 
other Inſtances, as when he had condemn'd ſeve- 
ral particular Perſons, he often ask'd and ſent for 
'em the next Day. 

Claudius, now a Widower, declar'd publickly, 
That ſince he had been unfortunate in hs Marriages, he 
ou'd live a ſingle Life for the future, and if he con- 
tin d not in that Reſolution, he gave his Subjects leave 
ro kill him ; but forgetting himſelf ſhortly after, 
he became ſuch a Captive to the artful Careſles 
and great Beauty of his Neece 4grippins, Daugh- 
ter to his Brother Germanicus, that in the next 
meet- 
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meeting .of the Senate he ſuborn'd Perſons to 
move, That: he might be compell'd "to | Marry, as a 
Matter of great Importance to the Common-wealth 

and that according to has Example all Perſons might be 
permitted in ſuch Marriages as till now were look d upon 

as Inceſſuous. And when. this was decreed, he had 

| ſcarce Patience to contain himſelf a Day before : 
the Solemnization of the Nuptials ; but none fol- ——— 
low'd his Example beſides one of his Freed-Men, Mere Agrian 
and one of the Captains of his Guards, at whoſe pina. 
Nuptials both himſelf and 4grippina were preſent, 

for the greater Incouragement of thoſe Marriages 
which were detefted by the Romans. * Agrippina 

was a Lady of very great Spirit and Underſtand- 

ing, and of ambitious Deſigns, and well knowing 

che Weakneſſes and Infirmities of Claudius's Tem- 

per ſhe ſoon found means to advance her Son Do- 
mitius Nero, which ſhe had by her other Husband 
Domitins eAnobarbus, procuring him to be marry'd 

ro Claudius's Daughter Of#avia, which was done 

| ſome few Days after her own Marriage. Not 

long after which the Emperor's Favourite Pallas,by 

her Inſtigation urg'd Claudius To provide for the ſafety 

of the Common-wealth, and ſtrengthen the Intereſt of 

bs Son Britannicus, by bas Adoption of young Domi- 

tius ; for Augultus's Wive's Children flouriſh'd, tho 

he had Grandſons of his awn , and Tiberius notwith- 

| ſanding bs own Son Druſus, Adopted Germanicus. 

This Emperor, who as Tacitzs ſays, had neither 
Judgment nor Malice, but- what was put into 
him, immediately yielded to the Perſwaſion, pre- 
ferring Domitizs before his own Son Britannicas ; 

and made a Speech upon that Account to the Se- 
nate, which he had receiv'd from Pallas. Great 
Thanks were -return'd to Claudius, and exquiſite 
Flatteries us'd to Domitins, and a Decree made by 
Which he ſhou'd be accounted of the Claudian Fa- 
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maily, and call'd Claadins Nero.” This was done in 
the ninth Year of Clandins's Reign ; in which 
Year he baniſh'd all the Fews from Rime, by rea. 
fon of their being always in-an Uproar and Tu- 
mult upon. the Account of the new Religion of 
the Chriſtians, as Swetonias afſures us; and many 
are of Opinion, that under the Name of Few; 
the Chriſtians were likewite expell'd. In this Year 
alfo were fome Conqueſts made in Mauritania and 
thoſe Parts, which were made into two Tributary 
Provinces, one call'd Mauritania Czſarienſis, now 
the Kingdom of Fez, and Mauritania Tingitania, 
now the Kingdom of Morocco. 

In the tench Year of Claudius's Reign, the Bri. 
zains Revoled, and upon the Arrival of P. Oftori- 
as, Pro-Pretur in thoſe Parts, grew more confident 
than before, contemning Him as a Perſon of no 
Military Experience. Bur he well-knowing, that 
the firſt Action wou'd either incourage or dif- 
hearten 'em, vigorouſly attack'd ſuch as were up 
in Arms,and diſpers'd 'em,proceeding to diſarm all 
whom he had reaſon to fuſpect ; but the Icen, the 
Inhabitants of the preſent" Counties of Suffolk, 
Norfolk, Cambridge, and Huntingdom, a powerful 
Nation, refuſing to ſubmit, gain'd others over to 
their Party, and encamping upon commodious 
Ground, engag'd. with the Romans, were at laſt 
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reaſon of their deſpair of Pardon. By this Over- 
throw of the Iceni, many others, before undeter- 
min'd,' were reduc'd' to Obedience, and: Offorins 
led. his Army againſt the' Cargi, -a People about 
the Triſh Sea; and waſting their Territories, had 
paſs'd almoſt : ro the Ocean, when he was' recalld 
by the Inſurrections of the: Brigantes, a People 0n 
the North of Ez2land, and having deftroy'd the 
principal Revolcers, the Rebellion was extin- 
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puiſh'd, But (the Silwres,, the Inhabitants of 
South-Wales, wow'd :by: no Methods: be ak 
lur'd or diſcourap'd. from -profecntifig the War a- 
gain{t the Romans, relying upon their\own Gou- 
rages, and the Valoui and Bravery of their great 
General Cara&acas, who having waded through 
numerous Perils and Difficulties, had gain'd fuck 
Reputation, that he was juſtly preferr'd before all 
the :Bratiſh Commanders; and by his Policy and 
Conduct; removd-the Seat of the War into the 
Taritories of 'the Ordovices, the Fahabitants of 
North-#ates, as more donvenient for: his Deligas, 
{ by reaſon of the: Rocks: and Mountains. Here, 
at the Approach of . the\ Romans, Corattacus in 'a 
- & Specch«to his. Soldiers ' told. erm, Zhat rhe Batted 
- 1 fhou'd either eſtablifh their plorious Liberty, or confirms 
t WH their perpetual Servitude 5 and that they ought to remens- 
ber the Honour. of their nceftors, -2vho had driven Ju- 
lius Czar from: thas Theg: by whoſe: Value they were 
bappily deliver'd. from Axes ang Tributes, and preſeru'd 
their Wives and\Childrens Bodies andefil/d.” But as 
nothing cou'd:. withftand-the Force:of' the Rowras 
Legions, the Britains,” tho'. they had 'conſiderable 
Advantages inthe beginning of ce Batcel, by 
realon'of their Inctrenchments, were: after an ob- 
Ina: Fight' imarely. routed, andithe Wife and 
Dauphrer'of: Cara&acus taken Priſoners, his Bre- 
thers ſurrendring: themſelves ſhortly. after. Carada- 
cu Himſelf flying ''tro Carti/mmnda Queen of the 
Britames,' was treacherouſty bound! and. deliver'd 
up ro'the Conquerors, after nine. Years brave 'Re- 
fiftance of the: Ropans, by! which" he: chad gaind 
Steat Fame and Renown. 1 4 ; 
- CaraBatus was brought to Rowe, where all were 
deſirous of feeing'ithe Perſon” who thad: fo a 
comemn'd their :Forces, and:the:People were al- 
tembled-as at: the: Sight of ſome Publick —_— 
al 
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and Spetacles; the. Emperor's Guards were plac 
in Order, and he himſelf ſeated on his Tribunal 
the Captive Princes Vaſlals ' and; Retinue going 
firſt, the -Capariſons, and: other Spoils' of War 
follow'd after; then his: Brothers, his:Wife and 
Daughter ; and laſt of all, he himſelf was brought 
before the People in a. very remarkable Habit, 
The Prayers which the reſt made:to: the Emperor 
were mean and ſervile ; but 'Cara#acxs neither 
hanging down his Head, nor:craving Mercy: when 
he ftood before the Fribunal, with a noble Bra- 
very ſpoke thus : If. my Moderation in Proſperity hal 
been equal to my Nobility and Fortune, I had come ra- 
ther as a Friend into thus City, than a Captive; nr 
wou'd you have diſdain'd to-hawve-receiv'd me with 
Articles of Pence and Alliance, being 'a Prince nobly 
. deſcended from Tlluſtrious Progenitors, \aud an abſolute 
Commander over many Nations:*\. My. preſent Fortun, 
as it is to melow. and diſhonourable, ſo to you it i pl 
rious and magnificent." I hawe been Maſter of Horſes, 
Men, Arms, and Wealth ; what wonder x it, if af: 
ter many Strugglings I have: loſs:*ems all ?' For if. you 
will command all Met, then all Men muſt endure Ser- 
vitude.” If Thad: yielded. immediately, and without 
Oppoſition, neither \my Fortune 20u'd have been remark- 
able, nor your Glory memorable 3 and; Oblivion:wou'd 
have follow'd my Puniſhment. But if you [ave me aljve, 
FT ſhall be a perpetual Example of your-Clemency.. Upon 
theſe Words Claudius generouſly:/pardon'd::him, 
his Wife and: Brothers; and being. all unbound, 
they paid their: Reverence. to Agrappina, who: fat 
aloft on anather Seat hard by.z.and. gave her the 
like Praiſes and Thanks, as they. had:given to. the 
Emperor. After. this the. Senate- was.aſlembled, 
where the Fathers::made many/;commendatory 
Speeches concetning the Captivity/-ot Carat7acus; 
declaring, It was no leſs honourable: than when: tht 
| Great 
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Great Scipio expos'd Syphax and Fmilius Perfius ; 
and Oftorins was decreed Triumphal Ornaments, 
he being ſtill in Bricaiy. But now his: Fortune 
began to change, either from his own Remiſlnels 
or: the Enemies Diligence, who ſuddenly got-to 
Arms, and almoſt intirely cut. off thoſe Troops 
defign'd for the bridling of the S;lures ;- which Ad- 
vantage, and ſome others; caus'd a. new Revolt 
of ſeveral other Nations, not long after which 
Oftorius, ſpent with Care and Labour, dy'd. In 
whoſe Place Claudius fent A. Didius, .who found 
' Aﬀairs in an ill Poſture ; but the: Britains after- 
wards having Civil Conteſts, were ſeveral times 
overthrown, and then more eaſily kept under. 
The Empreſs Agrippina in the mean time was Agrippina 
- induſtrionſly contriving to raiſe her ſelf to the her Deſigns. 
higheſt Degree of Greatneſs, as well as to ſecure 
the Succeflion' of the Empire to her Son Nero ; 
and her Ambition carry d her the further, by rea- 
ſon of her being :Daughter, Siſter, and Wife to 
an Emperor, and -was now endeavouring tobe 
Mother alſo. She -had' already -procur'd the Deaths 
& of ſome Roman Ladies,who had been her Rivals for 
{ Þ her Marriage /with/ Claudius, notwirhftanding they 
| were favour'd by Narciſſus and Calixtus 5 and to 
{ © make her Repntation and: Authority more conſpi- 
eaous to the ,Provincesi and Foreigners, ſhe com- 
1 © manded a Colony to:'be planted at Ubium on the 
, Þ Rhine, where ſhe was born, calling it Colonia A- 
) 
) 
| 


grippina, now Cologn, ' To facilitate. her Son's Ad- 
vancement ,-. ſhe : had,” beſides. his Marriage and 
Adoption, procur'd :41nzus Senzca to be recall'd 
from Baniſhment, : and the Preror-{hip to be given 
him, together . with:the Care and Tuition of her 
Son ; which Reſtbration and Advancement ſhe 

| B knew. wou'd be grateful-to the People, who high- 

; ly elteem'd him-for his. great Learning and emi- 

| | nent 
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; nent Morality. She was likewiſe ſenſible that her 
Son might receive great Advantages from ſuch:1 
- Maſter ; and the was ſo ambitious of his Succeed. 


ing in the Empire, / that when it was told her by 
ſome Oracle or Augur, That her Son ſhou'd be Em 
peror, but wou'd beithe Death of her, ſhe anſwer, 
Let him, {o he but. Reigns. But ſhe durſt not level 


at that Mark while Gets and Cri/pinus , both{a- 


vourers of. Britannicus, continu'd Captains of the 


; Guard; which-caus'd her to infinuate to the Em- 


peror , That the Guard was divided into Fattias 


- through the ambitions Contentions of the two Captains 
: for Superiority; and that true Diſcipline wou'# be better 


preſery'd if the Soldiers were commanded by ons alone. 
Upon which the whole Charge of the Pretoria 
Cohorts was transferr'd to Burrhus Afranius, a Per 
fon of great Fame in Military Affairs, yet well 
knowing by whoſe Favour and Pradtice he was 
advanc'd to this Poſt. This hapned 1n the tenth 


'-or eleventh Year-of Claudias's his: Reign , about 


which time he had finiſh'd his vaſt Work former- 
ly mention'd in the Lake Fucinus ; but before the 
Water was let out, he order'd. a Naval Battel to 
be fought there chiefly by Slaves and Perſons con- 
demn'd to Death or Baniſhmene, promiſing Li- 
berty and Rewards to the Conquerors. - Fifty 
Galleys were us'd. for this purpoſe, according to 
Dijon, and Nineteen: thouſand Men, being equally 
divided, and beautifully adorn'd with Banner, 
Flags, and Streamers of various: Colours ; one 


"Party being calFd Sicihiens, and the other Rhoi- 
ans. To ſee this remarkable Specacle, there came 


infinite Multicudes of People from all Parts of 


Traly, and from other Countries , which coverd 


the Banks of the Lake and all the Hills and 
Mountains within view 3; where the Emperv! 
Claudius, with Agrippina and Nero, were ontivert 

| ently 
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ently ſeated, moſt gloriouſly attir'd in Gold and 
Precious Stones. The Battel began with great 


Reſolution and Obſtinacy, theſe poor Men hack- 


ing and wounding each other moſt miſerably, in 


Hopes of Liberty and Honour, and this conti- 


nu'd the greateſt Part of the Day, till one Party 
overcame the other, and fo ended this cruel Paſs 
time, and chargeable Vanity. 

Claudius in the Twelfth Year of his Reign re- 
ſtor'd the Rhodians to their former Liberty upon 


| their humble Repentance, and freed the Inhabi- 


tants of iam from all Cuſtoms and- Tributes, as 
being the Originals of the Rimman Progenitors. 
Young Nero pleaded the Cauſes of both Cities, 
whoſe Mother Agrippina now became more 


haughty and imperious than ever , - ſo that ſhe 


eain'd the Envy and Hatred of- the -Emperor's 
Favourites, and the Diſeſteem of Claudizs him- 
ſelf, who, notwithſtanding his ſtrange Inſenfibili- 
ty, began to repent of bis Marriage. with her, 
and the Adoption of her Son. Which Agrippina 
ſoon diſcover'd by his unuſual Favours to Britanni= 
tz, and by what he accidentally declar'd when 
he was heated with Wine, That he had ever beets 
unfortunate in bis . Wives, but none offfem had eſcap'd 
unpuniſhd. Whereupon Agrippina ſoon determin'd 
to procure her Husband's Death by Poyſon, but 


was very doubtful what fort to uſe; a ſtrong Poy- 
ſon ſhe judg'd wou'd make her Villainy too appa- 


rent; and a ſlow. one might-give'the Emperor 
Opportunity of diſcovering fo: much of her Prax 
cices, as to prevent her Son's Succeflion ; till at 
laſt ſhe reſolv'd upon ſome ſingular Potion, which 
might diſtract his Senſes, and not too ſuddenly 
end his Life. For this ſhe wanted-not her Afli- 
ſtants, who infas'd the Poyfon into ſome Muſh- 


rooms, a Diſh which E/audizs loy'd beyond mea- 


ſure; 
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ſure ; but that only making him ſick, Agrippina 
ſuddenly ſent for Xenophon her Phyſician, who up- 
on pretence of making him vomit, according. to 
his uſual Cuſtom after his gluttonous Debauches, 
thruſt a poyſon'd Feather down his Throat, which 
ſhortly after ended his Life. This was the un- 
timely End of Claudizs Czar, the Fifth Empercr 
of Rome, after a Reign of Thirteen Years, eight 
Months, and twenty Days, in the Sixty fourth 
Year of his Age; a Perſon moſt remarkable for 
his Studies, having beſides his writing ſeveral Pie- 
ces, added Three Letters to the Latin Alphabet, 
which continu'd 1n uſe no longer than his Reign. 
The State and Greatneſs of the Roman Empite 
was not much impaird in this Reign 5 bur the 
Ciry and the Nobility wete ſeverely oppreſsd, 
and barbaroutly treated ; and the exorbitant Vices 
of the Emperor juſtly brought upon him his un- 
natural Death, and ſuch a Death as feem'd pro- 
per to his inſatiable Glutrony, which in a great 


meaſure had ſtupify'd him, and made him unfit 


for Government. His Death hapned in the-8o7th 
Year of the City, 55 Years after the Birch of our 
Saviour, and*22 after his Crucifixion. 


JIE Thus all Things -had -cofhtributed to. the 
Advancement; of young Nero; and immediately. 
after the:Deachiof Claudins, Agrippita as one over: 
whelm'd with-7the. Violence: and _ Extremity;.of 
Grief , held. Britarnicus faſt becrween her Arn, 
calling him the dear Image of his Father's Face, and 
by many Artifices detain'd him in'the' Chatnber, 
doing the,like to his Sifters Antonia and Otfavin, 
placing a{trohg: Guard at every Door and Paſſage, 
and often publiſhing that the Emperor was, ſtill in | 
a-hopeful Cohdition,..till ſhe foiind the moſt:;pro- 
per: Time of the-Day for the effecting her Deſigns. 


_— | Then 
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Then the Palace-Gares were ſuddenly ſet open, 

and Nero accompanied with Burrbus, Prefect of 

the Pretirian Guards, went out to. the Cohort 

then attending, who at the Command of Burrhus 

recziv'd him witn loud Acclamations, tho' not 

without ſome Enguiries after Britazniczs, and Car- 

ry'd him 11 a Chariot to the reſt of the Cohorts. 

There Nero having made a Speech proper for the 

Time, and promis'd a Donative according to the 

Example of former Emperors, he was faluted 

Emperor ;. and ſhortly after this Sentence Was Nero mad: 

contirm'd by a Decree. of Senate ; nor was there Emp-roy. 

any great Scruple made of it in the Provinces. 

Then. to ſhew.an extraordinary Reſpect co the late 

Emperor, his Obſequies, were celebrated with as 

much Pomp: and Solemnity as hole of the Great 

Auguſtus, Hgrippina imitating the Magaiticence of 

her great Grand-Mother Livia. Tho' Claudius 

was thus unreaſonably honour'd by Azrippina and 

her Son; and'even canoniz'd among the Gods, 

yet they refus'd._ to have his. Will read publickly 

according to the uſual Cuſtom ; juſtly conceiving, 

that his unnatural Carriage to:his own Son Britan- 

nicus wou'd provoke the Indignation of the Peo- 

ple. Nero himſelf  pronounc'd his Funeral Ora- 

ton, and while he ſpake of the 4ntiquiry of his Fa- 

mily, and the Conſuiſhips and Triumphs of his Ance- 
/tors, all were very attentive ; as bowife when he 
lpake of his Lowe to the Liberal Sciences , and that 
during his. Government the Common-wealth was not in- 
jur'd by Fireign Power : But when, he deſcended to 
bis Providence; and Wiſdom, no Man, cou'd with- 
hold their Laughter ; tho” the Oration compor4d 
' by Seneca ſhew'd the. exquiſite Skill of thar, Man' 

pleaſant Vein, finely adapted to the Ears of that 
Time. But ſome Perſons made Reflexions of a 

| different kind, namely , Tha: Nero was the firſt 

K 2 Emperor 
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Emperor of Rome - that needed the Eloquence of ang 
ther Mag. 

Nero, tho* but ſeventeen Years of Ape began 
his Reign with the general Joy and Satisfaction 
of the City, which conceiv'd great Hopes from 
his outward Endeavours to ſerve the Publick. 
For firſt he promis'd to govern according to the 
famous and wiſe Rules and Inſtitutions of Augu/?us, 
and began both in Words and Actions to ſhew 
himſelf Juſt, Liberal, and Merciful ; conferring 
Favours, dividing large Sums of Money among 
the People and Pretorian Soldiers, and moderating 
the Impolitions-and Tributes of the Provinces; 
and to the Senators who were poor, he aflign'd 
Penſions, uſing all Men with ſuch Courteſy and 
Humanity, as there ſeem'd no Reaſon to fear 
thoſe Miſeries that afterwards follow'd. He like- 
wiſe ſhew'd ſuch great Clemency and Pity in the 
Execution of Juſtice and Puniſhments, that when 
a Warrant was brought to him to fign for a Con- 
demn'd Perſon, with great Concern he ſaid, 
Wou'd to Heaven that I knew not how to write! which 
Words are much extoll'd by his Maſter Sexeca. 
He entertain'd in like manner all Men with ex- 
ceeding Civility and Friendſhip, and in his Sports 
and Exerciſes he permitted any to be preſent ; fo 
that it ſeem'd as if God had ſent the Romans ſuch 
a Prince as. they deſir'd; and his firft five Years 
Government was fo excellent, in general , that 
the Emperor Trajan afterwards ſaid, That for that 
ſpace all Governments came ſhort of his. Bur a great 
part of this is rather to be attributed to the wikc 

ondudt of Burrhus and Seneca ; which two were 
this Young Emperor's Guides and Governors, in 
equal Authority,” and bearing equal ſhare in di- 
vers Faculties; Burrhbus in Military Diſcipline and 
Gravity of Manners ; Seneca in Precepts of Elo- 
- quence 
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quence and Courteous Demeanour ; afliſting each 
other in their Charge, the more effecually tO re- 
ſtrain the Imperfections of Youth wich honeſt 
and lawful Diverſions, whenever Vertue ſhou'd 
loſe irs Power and Authority. Their Care was 
equally employ'd alſo in curbing the fierce and 
violent Temper of Agrippina, who boiling with 
the Ambitious Deſires of Rule and Dominion, 
had deſtroy'd Silanus, Proconſul of 4/ia, and 
Narciſſus ; the former without the Emperor's 
Knowledge, and the latter without his Conſent. 
But her haughty and imperious Carriage began 
in no long ;time to alienate the Affection of her 


Son, at leaſt ſo far as to abate her exorbitant 


Power and Authority ; and to her he ſhew'd his 
firſt Reſentments, tho” ſhe'had given him not on- 
ly Birth but Dominion alſo, for which ſhe had 
{acrific'd both her Conſcience and Honour. The 
firſt occaſion was his falling in Love wich Ae, a 
mean enfranchis'd Woman, which rais'd great 
Jealouſie in Agrippina, who dreading the extrava- 
2ant Power of a Concubine, us'd all Methods to 


prevent the Effet of his growing Paflion ;. but - 


Nero by the affiſtance of Ortho and Claudius Phanici- 
us, two Perſons lately advanc'd in his Favour, 
found means to obtain his beloved A4&#e; which 
open'd a Paſſage to many other remarkable Acci- 
dents that follow'd, wherein he fnanifeſted his 
Hatred and Diſobedience to his Mother, who cill 
now had a tranſcendent Power over him, as well 
as Others. . 

_ Aerippina finding the Diſpoſition of her Son, at- 
tempted by all poſſible means to recover his Fa- 
vour, ſometime by authoritative Counſels and In- 
[trudtions, and other times by ſervile Encreaties 
and Flatteries ; till Nero ſhorcly after diſplacing 


her chief Favourite Pa/las, ſhe *fell into the ex- 
| K 3 tream- 
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Britannicus 


poyſon'd by 
Nero. 


treameſt Rape imaginable ; and the more to ter- 
rify him, told him, Tha: Britannicus, « true and 
worthy Prince, was now in a Condition to receive hy 


Father's Empire, which at preſent was Poſſeſs d by an 
Impoſtor ; threatning to go to the Camp and lay 
open all the Villainous Practices of her unfortunate 
Family, invoking likewiſe all the Infernal Furies 
to her Aftiſtance. * Theſe furions Menaces pur 
Nero in great Fear of a Competitor, if not the 
loſs of his Empire; and to free himſelf from all 
Jealouſies, he appointed a Poyfon for Rritannicns, 
which was given him with the greateſt Secrecy, 
but had not its intended effect. Whereupon Nero 
had recourſe to a fecond Potion, much ſtronger 
than the former; which was dext'roufly admini- 
ſter'd to this young Prince in a Publick Banquet, 
and fo ſuddenly ſpread through his Veins, that at 
once his Speech and Spirits forſook him. The 
Spectators were all amaz'd, and Aerippina and 
Ofavia in a great Fright and Confution ; but 
Nero leaning unconcern'dly upon the Table, af- 
furing the Company, That it was only the Falling- 
Sickneſs, and they need not doubt his Recovery ; the 
reſt, for different Ends and Purpoſes, diflembl'd 
their Griefs, compos'd their Countenances, and 
after ſome Silence the Mirth of the Banquet be- 
gan again. Britannicus was privately bury d that 
ſame Night, his mean Funeral being provided 
before ; but Aprippina, tho' almoſt in a defpair- 
ing Condition, ftill contended with her Son, en- 
tertaining the Tribunes and Centurions with all 
Courteſy, and honouring the Names and Vertues 
of the Nobility in Town, as though ſhe had ſought 
for a Head to raiſe a Faction. Whereupon Nero 
Jaying aſide all Honour and Refpet, commanded 
her Guard of. Germans to be taken from her, and 
her {eif to be lodg'd out of the Palace, forbidding 
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Chap. I, . NERO VI. 


particular Perſons to_ viſit her 5 and he himſelf 
went very rarely to ſee her, and then with great 
Coldneſs and ſmall Eſteem ſhewn to her, either 
in reſpect of Nature or Quality. And being thus 
in Diſgrace, as it is ufua] after fuch Misforcunes, 
moſt of her Friends abandon'd her ; and ſhortly 
after Julia Silana, Wite to the Famous Silius, 
falſly accus'd her of Confpiring again{t her Son, 
and that ſhe was about marrying to Rabellus Plau- 
tins, deſcending from Auguſtus, by his Mother, 
and making him Emperor. - This brought Agrip- 
7ina into great Danger, till the Accufation was 
diſcover d to be all Forgery and Falihood , 
and Falia baniſh'd. Which flight Puniſhmenr 


gave incouragement to a mercenary Fellow call'd 


Pets to accuſe Pallas and Burrhus of endeavouring 
to depoſe Nero, and to ſet up Corzelizes Sylla for ' 
Emperor ; but his Accuſations appearing to have 
no Foundation, he and his Accomplices were ba- 
niſh'd. All this paſs'd in the ſecond Year of 
Nero's Reign, in the latter end of which Year 
St. Paul was brought Priſoner to Rome, by the 
Command of Feftrzs, Governor of Fudza, who 
ſucceeded Felix, Brother to Pallas, who had been 
tent rhither by Claudizs, 

As Nero encreas'd in Years, fo his Vices and 
Extravagancies became more conſpicuous ; and 
diveſting himſelf of his Majeſty and Quality, he 
frequently run about the City by Night, diſguis'd 
in the Habit of a Slave, entring Taverns and In- 
famous Houſes, with ſome lewd Companions, 
hurting Perſons, and committing many Infolen- 
cies in the Streets, ſometimes to the Danger of 
his own Life. And as the Vices and Follies of 
Princes, tho* condemn'd in their Abſence, are 
generally excus'd, and often applauded in their 


Preſence ; ſo Nero's Favourites endeavour'd not 
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to withdraw him from theſe Extravagancies, 'but 
only advis'd him to take care of his Perſon, and 
Not to go without a Guard ; by which means 
they were the occaſion of far greater Riots and 
Diſorders than before : And from theſe Practices 
of the Emperor , great numbers of . profligate 
young Perſons took occaſion to do the like; fo 
that infinice Violences were committed by him and 
them, which rais'd no ſmall Tumults and Diſtur- 
bances in the City ; tho' in other Matters good 
Order was ſtill obſerv'd, and Juſtice regularly ad- 
miniſter d ; and the People bore the Miſchiefs 
and Levities of the young Emperor with -greater 
Patience, by reaſon of his bountiful Diſtributions 
of Money, and his aboliſhing certain Taxes and 
Impoſitions. The Provinces were alſo kept in 
excellent Order, and at preſent there was no 
Action or Wars but in the Eaſt againſt the Parthi- 
ans, Who having expell'd Rhadamiſtus out of 4r- 
menia, whom Claudius had plac'd over that King- 
dom, they invaded Armenia with great Vigour. | 
Domitias Corbulo, a worthy Commander, was there- | 
upon ſent for the Security of that Country, who | 
for two or three Years perform'd nothing memo- 
Table by reaſon of the Parthians deferring the War. 
"But afrerwards Tiridates, Brother to Vologeſus, King 
of Parthia, reſolving to endeavour for that Crown, 
and the Armenians being inclinable to receive him, 
Corbulo immediately enter'd upon Action, took {c- 
veral Forts, and inveſted 4rtaxata, the Metropo- 
lis-of the Country ; and tho” che Inhabitants 0- 
pen'd the Gates to.him, and by that means ſav'd 
their own Lives, yet they cou'd not fave the City, 
Which being not tenible , was burnt and demo- 
_JHh'd. Upon. this Succeſs Nero was. ſaluted Impe- 
_ a4ator, Statues and Triumphal Arches:erected, and 
_rocelfions made, with ſeveral other Honours _ 
- Ty 
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riv'd from the extravagant Flatteries of the Se- 
nate; ſo that C. Caſſius oneof the Fathers, ſpeak- 
ing of the Proceflions, ſaid , That if they wou'd 
give the Gods Thanks for fo many Favours f For- 
tane, the whole Year wou'd not be ſufficient for the Pro- 
ceſſions. 
| * Nero now in the fifth Year of his Reign, a- 
bandon'd himſelf to Senſuality without Diſtin&ti- 
on, falling in Love with Poppea Sabina, Wile to 
his great Favourite Otho afterwards Emperor, a 
Lady of great Beauty and Endowments, but 
| no Chaſtity ; and that he might enjoy her with- 
out any Obſtacle, he ſent her Husband into Spain, _ 
to be Governour of Luſitania, and yielded himſelf 
wholly to Poppea's Charms, forgetting and ab- 
horring his own Wife Of#avia, and likewiſe his 
Miſtreſs Ae. Whereupon Poppea became fo ele- 
vated with the infamous Favours ſhe receiv'd, that 
ſhe inſolently urg'd the Emperor to divorce O&#a- 
viaz and Marry her, jearing him as a Pupil, who 
not only wanted Command and Authority, but alſo Li- 
berty, incenſing him likewiſe - againſt his Mother, 
who vigorouſly ſupported Ofawia's Intereſt ; and 
among other Methods to regain her Son's Favour, 
when he was heated .with Wine, ſhe offer'd the 
deteſtable Uſe of her Body to him ; from which 
he was diverted by Seneca, tho' ſome Authors do 
not clear him of the Fact. However by means of 
Poppea's Practices and his own Wickedneſs he re- 
folv'd upon his Mother's Death, beginning with 
Poyions, which three times prov'd ineftectual, 
by reaſon of her Antidotes and Preſervatives. Af- 
ter which he invented a Ship ſo artificially con- 
| trivd, as it ſhou'd ſuddenly fplic in. two, and let 
her periſh in ther Water ; then diſſembling a Re- 
conciliation, he caus'd her to Sail to the Coaſts of 
Calabria, under Colour of ſome publick Solemni- 
| T1CS 
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Reaſon he caus'd a Report to be ſpread, That le 


- as Nero,and immediarely expir'd with the Wound; 


People degenerited, that when he enter'd the Ci- 
'ty that Day, cliey met him with as much Pom? 


The Roman Hiſtory. - Book} ſe 
ties in which he himſelf was afliſtane. Nero find. i" 
ing this Plot ineffeual alfo, the her ſelf eſcapinp 
when feveral of her Company periſh'd, now 'r. 
folv'd to put her to Death openly ; and for thi 


bad con/pir'd againſt his Life, and a Poyniard ws 
dropt at his Feet by one who pretended a Com: 
mand from Agrippina to diſpatch him.Under which 
falſe Pretext , he commanded certain Tribune 
to murder her, who upon their unſheathing their 
Swords, Authors write, That Agrippina ſhewing 'em 
her Belly cry'd,Srr;ke me here; for this Part has defer 
zt, fince it has conceiv'd and brought forth ſuch a Monſter 


ſhereceiv'd : And that Nerocame immediately af. 
ter to view his dead Mother, and ſtood gazing 
upon her naked Body, as if it. had been that of 
a Beaſt; praiſing and difpraiſing her ſeveral Part 
and Members, according to his Judgment, ad- 
ding withal, That he did not think ſhe had been Ml * 


beautiful. This was the fatal End of Agrippina, a ſu 
Woman who by her extravagant ' Pride and Am- tl 
bition, and by a numerous Train of deteſtable M 
Vices and Villanies, had drawn this puniſhment ra 
upon her felf, which was the greater Judgment , 
as proceedin from the impious Hands of her UW 
own Son ; the Horror of which Fact, became a al 
Scourge to his Mind, he often confefling, That F 
be was frequently diſtur/d\ by the Apprebenſions of IM © 
bis Mother's Ghoſt, and tormented by the Infernal Furics, c. 

Nero the next Day vindicated this A& before 6; 


the Senate, laying many heavy Crimes to Ins I - 
Mother's Charge ; and the Fathers not only ex- k 
cusd, but alſo applauded the Deed; nay , to n 
ſach a Sordidneſs of Spirit, were the Senate and If ®: 


and 


hap. ll. ' MERQ VI. 
nd Solemnity, asif he had retyrn'd from ſome 
oreat Victory, many Vows and Sacrifices being 
made for the Emperors eſcaping fo great a Trea- 
fon. Hereupon he grew exceflive proud, as Lord 
over ſo many Slaves, and ſeeing himſelf ac Liber- 
ty , and free from any Reſtraint, he gave the 
Reins to his brutal Appetite, abandoning himſelf 
toall kinds of Extravagancies and Vices, ſuch as 
were never pracis'd by a Prince, or fcarce con- 
ceivd by a Man. He now debas'd himſelf fo 
much, as to become a Stage-Piayer, learning chat 
 WArt, and frequently acting a Part before the 
whole City : and in this he had ſo high an Opi- 
1. MI nion of himſelf, that he generally procur'd great 
c {Numbers of Noble-Men and Young Ladies co be 
preſent when ever he play'd his Part. Bur fing- 
| ivg was his principal Delight and Excellency, and | 
he was ſo careful of his Voice, thathe many times 
| {rctus'd co ear, leſt ir ſhou'd receive any Damage 3 
6 (414 he often purg'd himſelf, and made uſe of 

ſuch Potions as were uſual for the belt' Singers in 
thoſe times. While he ſung upon the Stage, no 
Man was permitted co depart the Theatre upon 
any Occafion , tho' never fo urgent; infomuch 
that it 1s written, that Women were deliver'd 
there, and ſeveral Perſons ſo weary'd with the Te- 
diouſneſs and Flattery of the Applauſes, that they 
either leap'd privately over the Wall, or elſe fel! 
f down , diflembling themſelves dead , that they 

might be carry'd out as to their Burials. Ir is 
+ I fearce credible with what exceflive Fearand Anxi- 
WM EY, with what eager Emulation of his Fellow- 
_ W Players, and with whatdireful Apprehenſjon of 
o | fhe Judges, he contended for the. Prizes of the 
4 | Stage: And he was fo mean and poor-ſpirited, 
* 8 fhat he moſt nicely obferv'd, and curiouſly pry'd 
» (nt every fimall Thingrelating to his Comperi- 
tors. 
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tors. Finally this Emperor forgetting the prey 
Dignity and Majeſty of his State, fell into {| 
baſe and vile Exerciſes, and all imaginable Pq. 
lutions, ſo filthy and abominable as ought not ty 
be mention'd by Chriftians z which afterward 
brought him to the very Sink of all Impiety and 
Cruelty. And as Subjects generally imitate the 
Faſhions and Behaviour of their Prince, fo th 
Romans, Who had been too much corrupted be. 
fore by a _ Security, and bad Princes, now 
more openly follow'd the Vices and Extravagan- 
cies of the Emperor ; ſo that the very Laws and 
Cuſtoms, and Arts and Sciences began to be cor. 
rupted and forgotten ; many of which Vices ar: 
ingeniouſly expos'd by Perſzus the famous, tho 
obſcure Satyriſt, who flouriſh'd in this Reign. 
ec 1 be Cam Year of Nero's Reign, the In 
Further 47. Turrections of the Britains, caus'd Paullinus Suetoni- 
wvantoges in #5 to be ſentinto thoſe Parts, who firſt invaded 
Britain. the Iſle Mona, now Angleſey, peopled with ſtrong 
Inhabitants, and the Receptacle of all Fugitives; 
where he was receiv'd with numerous Multitude 
'on the Shore, and Women running with their 
Hair disſhevell'd, and Fire-Brands in their Hand 
like Furies of Hell ; the Druides, whoſe ancient 
Seats were in this Iſland, alſo pouring out molt 
dreadful Imprecations. Theſe at firſt diſcouragd 
the Romans, but being animated by their Gene 
ral, they ſoon broke through, and diflipated thi 
Furious Company, and deſtroy'd their Superftiti- 
ous Woods and Groves, a Garriſon being plac'din 
that Iſland. During Suetonius's ſtay in this Ifland, 
Praſatagus King of the Iceni , provok'd by the 
Cruelty of 'the Reman Centurions and Slaves, who 
Scourg'd his Wife Boadicia, deflowr'd his Daugh- 
ters, and ruin'd his Subjects, took up Arms, and 
caus'd a general Revolt of the Britains, who Fo a 
| ort 
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ſhort time drove out Calpzs the Governour z and 
purſuing their Advantages, they. us'd ſo much 
Diligence , that in a few Days they ſlew 70000 
Romans in ſeveral Places. The News of this great 
Diſaſter haftned the March of Suetonius, who ha- 
ving an Army of 10000 well diſciplin'd Men, 
refoly'd to hazard a Battel with all Expedition, 


E ind choofing an advantageous Poſt, waited the 


coming down of the Enemy, which was ſhortly 
after, under the Conduct of Queen Boadicia her 
ſel She with her two. Daughters in her Cha- 
riot, rod about to the Companies, telling em, 
That it had been uſual before for the Britains to fight 
under the Condutt of Women, but ſhe 42s now in 4 
different Capacity than her Anceſtors, being not to fight 
for a Kingdom, but as one of the ordinary ſort to 
revenge her loſt Liberty, her own diſhonourable Stripes, 
and the violated Chaſtity of her Daughters. That the 
Luſts of the Romans were now become ſo exorbitant, . 
that they Ieft no Virgin undefil'd, Therefore ſhe her 
felf was reſold to obtain Vifttory' or Death, as ſhe 
was a Woman ; but the Men, if they pleas d, might 
chuſe Life and Slavery* Snuetonizs on the other ſide, 
incourag'd his Men-nort to be diſhearened at the 
Enemies Numbers, and advancing with great Bra- 
very, ſoon overthrew the diſorderly Troops of 
the Britains, who wanted not the Courage but 
Diſcipline of renown*d Soldiers. Some write 
that not leſs than 80000 of the Britains were ſlain, 
and the more by reaſon of the Difficulty of their 
Flight, which was hinder'd by the great Numbers 
of Waggons plac'd about the Army, where their 
Wives were ſeated-in expectation” of Victory. 
Boadicia reſolving not to outlive* this' fatal De- 
fear, poyſon'd herſelf: And this remarkable Vi- 
cory, together with' the New Supplies fent ſhort- 
ly after into theſe Parts, brought the Britainsto 
a Peace inno long time after. * Nero 
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Nero maries 
Poppxa, and 
+:/1; Octavia. 
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Neto the mean time proceeded in his Enormj. 
tics and Cruelties, the Cares of Burrh»s and $e. 
neca nothing. availing ; and in the ninth Year of 
his Reign, the. former dy'd, not without Suſpici. 
on of Poyfon-by Nero's Order, which: ſo weak- 
ned the Intereſf and Authority of the other, that 
ſceing himſelf deſpis'd, he defir'd Permiſſion: of 
the Emperor to withdraw himſelf, likewiſe offer. 
ing to deliver, up his large Eſtate, which had cre. 
ated him fo much Envy ; but Nero having learnt 
and pradtis'd Difſimulation, under colour of Re- 
ſpect , denyed bis Pe:ition. He now unjuſtly 
put many eminent Perfons. toDeath,among thereli 
Rabellius Plautug, and Pallas, theformer for being of 
the Fulian Family, and the.latter for being rich; 
a_Crimefor which many ſuſfer'd; then proceed: 
ing in his Cruelties, he divore'd his Wife Octavia, 
upon the. Account of Poppza ,.. whom he, now 
marry'd; and ' when the People murmur'd at this 
Injury, he -causd her to be: put to. Death... All 
which time | the Wars in- Armenia were continud 
againſt the. Parthians, Corbulo having after \many 
Succelles diſpoſſeſs'd Tiridates, and ſetled Tigranes 
in. Armenia; which caus'd Vologeſus King of Par- 
thia to invade Armenia with a Powerful Army, 
endeavouring to 1e-eſtabliſh- his Brother Tiridates, 
which he effected. in no long, Space: Bur apon 
the Reinforcements of Corbulo, and another. Inva- 
fion of Armenia, the Parthians, were; brought: to. a 
Treaty, wherein it was agreed, That Tingdates 
laying down his Crown at the: Feet of, Nero's Statue, 


ſhou'd not receive it without , his Leave. But Nev 


being defirous of- vain Glory, -and a ' glorious Spe- 
Racle, by Letters: and great Promifes, invited 7: 
ridates to came to Rome; which} he ſhortly after 
perform'd, being nobly accompany'd and honou- 
rably entertain'd. Nero attended his' coming _ 
mo 


SG y 


\ 
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moſt Magnificent Preparations, accompany'd with. 
the whole Senate and People, and ſeated in- a 


ately. Throne, with all the. imaginable Pomp of 


[Majeſty and Grandeur, and. almoſt ſurrounded 


with Milicary Enfigns and Banners, the Preto- 
ian Cohorts ſtanding by all in their rich and 
brighe Armour... Tiridates aſcended the Scaffold 
where Nero ſat with great Formality , and ap- 
proaching the Emperor, he fell at his Feer, who 
taking him by the right Hand, rais'd him, and 
plac'd a Crown upon his Head, uſing many Words 
and Pompous Ceremonies.  Tiridates being 
Crown'd with this ' Solemnity , afrer many 


ſumptuous Feaſts made him in Rome, and many . 


Honours ſhewn .him, departed for his own Coun- 
ny, carrying. with him an incredible . Maſsof Mo- 


ney, which' the Emperor gave him for! his Jout-, 
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ny. Nero was. alſo ſaluted Iaperator, and having. Janus's Tw- 
causd a Crown. of. Laurel to be carry'd into the: 2 ſhut the 


Capitol, he Jhut-;up; the Temple of Fans in ro- 
ken of an univerſal Peace, having been open. a» 
bout 64.,Y ears. | 


Shortly after , che Departure of  Tiridates,, Nero: - 
tobk a Journey -into Greece, reporting; that he de- 


lign'd to cut the. Eithmus of. Pelapgmt/as:; and tho! 
he\began that; Wonk; yet his chick; Intention was 
aftingof Plays, ,Cwhich he di@ in all-rhe Theatres 
where he came); Singing, and running/of Chariot 
Races: Running in the Olympick; Games, tho! 
be fell from his Chasiot; he was aotwithſtanding 
rewarded. with a;Crown as | Vidorz after which 
he return'd to Ree, entring in [Triumph in the 
Chariot of 4n7u/tns, ſurrounded with! Muſicians 


and Players, brouzzhe from all Parts of the World. ..; 


ln the following Y.earhe fell into more prodigiqus 
Impieties than erger, and into unheard of Pollu- 
tions ; and as nothing is ſo monſtrous as Lult 
: when 


xth Time. 


A, D. 64. 
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when tt is unconfin'd, ſo it brought Nero into the 
moſt extravagant Follies, and unnatural Incons 
ſiſtencies, that ever any Monſter conceiv'd. Hz: 
ving attir'd himſelf in the Habit of a Woman, 
and cover'd. with a yellow Veil like a Bride, he 8 
was wedded to one of his abominable Crew call 
Pythagoras 5 after which he hecam@#a Hugband to 
a Boy call'd Sporus, from whom he took as much 
of the Male as was poffible, adorning him with 
the Ornaments of an Empreſs, and -accompany- 
ing him in all publick Places. His unbounded 
Luſt and exorbitant Luxury, daily encreas'd- the 
Rage of his fierce and cruel Mind, ſo that he 
deſtroy'd ſuch Numbers of People, that he ra 
ther-appear'd a Devil incarnate, than a Man; 
likewiſe boaſting of his Actions, and ſaying, That 
none of his Predeceſſors knew their own Power. He 
often ſaid; That he had rather be hated than low, 
becauſe the People Iovu'd him according to their own 
. Humours, but hated him according to his 3 and when 
one in his Preſence ſaid as'a Proverb, When 1am 
©, dead, let the World be burnt. Nay,” reply'd he, tt 
Nero ſe:'s jt be while T am alive. And not long after” this 
Rome on H7. 1. caus'd Rome to be ſet on Fire-in ſeveral Place, 
getting himſelf upon a high Tower, : beholding tit 
miſerable Defolation with infinite Joy and Satis 
faction, and ir a Players. Habit” ſinging, The D- 
ftrudion of Troy. The Fire continu'd above ſix 
Days, conſuming innumerable' Rows of ſtately 
and glorious Buildings, and ' Riches, Goods and 
Merchandice of an ineftimable Value, 'there be- 
ing but four Parts of the foutteen remaining. And 
Nero to make his Wickedneſs more compleat, out 
The firſt genes of Hatred to the Chriſtians, which were then Ve 
ral Perſecution. jy namerous in the City, accus'd them of thi 
A. D. 65. FaR, and raisd the firſt general Perſecution, put 
. ting great Numbers of 'em to Death, cauſing _ 


eulats;'4 


Chap. II. + NERO VI. 
to-be cover'd 'with 'ﬆins'of wild Beaſts, and to 
be devour'd by Dogs, others to'be Crucifi'd, and 
others 'to ' be bufnr' alive,” and in the Nighero give 
Light” to' Paſſengers, as Tacirzs aſſures us. This 
Perſecution began in the eleventh Year of Ne- 
ro's Reign, and'32 after our Saviour's Crucifixion 3 
in,, which Perſecution beſides St. Paul who was 
beheaded, ' St. Peter alſo was crown'd with Mar- 
tyrdom, |. being: crucifi'd, as it 15 written, with his 
Head downwards, which Death he choſe as more 
diſkonourable chan. thar of his Lord and Ma- 
ter. 

Nero after lk burning the City, as tho” he de-. 
fi'd to free himſelf from that” Aſperſion , took 

reat” care, to re-edifie*irt, eſpecially his own Pa- 
lace, which was' done” with far greater Magnifi- 
cence than formetly { It now reach'd from Mount 
Palatine to Mount Equili, the Entrance Spacious 
enough 'to-'receive a Coloffus of this Emperor a 
hundred and\'rwenty, Foot high ;* the Galleries 
confiſted, of* _ Rows of Stately Pillars a full 
Mile” i Phat 42nd Within were large Ponds , 
curious G Lid! Orchards, and pleafant Hills 
and” Groyes, j" HER" were all forts of ' Wild 
Beaſts.” he 'Halls"'and Dining” Rooms, befides 
their being-built- þf* farble; *Alabaſter , Jaſper, 
Topdzes, and othet extellent Stones, had the Tim- 
ber Works "arid Cielingy tichlySinlaid - with Gold 
and'Tvory; and” gforiouſly adorn'd: Wich -Precions 
Stones and Mother” Pearls '-Some 'of which 
Rooms were beaurifillly- arch'd Hike che Firma- 
ment; the Raofs bei Hrioveable ; 'Viying. Ven: 
rals-ind” AlknBidks' of *Gold- and' Trory, which 
frequently . caft out ſweet Waters; -and'molt pre: 
cx Ol *T fieed/not'deſtent d to flirther Parti. 


perory. Aertbtures" Webs wet? Neaghificene to 'a Mi- 


Tasle, 
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racle, and his Prodigalities boundleſs to Madn 
and ſcarcely ſo much in his Buildings as in mo! 
other Things, wherein his Exceſs was incredible, 
He highly extoll'd the Management of his Unde 
Caligula, for ſpending in fo ſhort a time ſuch vaſt 
Sums as, had been hoarded up by. Tiberizs.; , and 
whenever he went a-fiſhing, his. Nets were of 
Gold Thred, and the Cor 5 of the fineſt Silk. 
In his Journeys and Progreſſes, which were yery 
frequent, beſides an infinite Number of Follower 


and Attendants, he never had lefs than a 'Thou- 


ſand Waggons for this Wardrobe, drawn with 
Mules richly adorn'd - and :thod with Silver,- and 
the Leaders of *em gloriauſly attir'd in: Cloth of 
Gold, Silver, . and Silk. .. His : -Donatives to. the 
People were ſtill more extravagant ; for where- 
as other Emperors. were wont . to. throw. ſet 
Quantities of Money and Things of ſmall Value 
among the People, call 'd AM; lis. being for them 
who cou'd firſt. catch *em, this Emperor brought 
out vaſt Quantities of rich Apparel, Gold, Silver, 


and Precious Stones; , and. for. "Things which cou'd 


12IT, King, he. png 


not : be thrown abroad. , in 


| Certain: Tickets to he caſt among the People, 
Ipining what, the- Perſon, ſhou'd. ory _ 
whoſe Hands it came, as, heat,,, He hk laves, 
extending ſo bay; give He Js, ds, Hon 
ſes, Ilan Things nary, alue. 
All- 4 im Prodigati «3 causd, him, to 
uſe incalera a Econo 39 Exag@ons,in all,che 
Provinces.g whigh, Were Fo 2s many , Places 
were diſpeopled. and becar e delolare; tho! 
profuſe Sing gon, N fore praerv hon 


of. the FHEmns of Rowe Why 5 


- Bur as;chirs Emperor 10s were i ;pporta- 
ble-ro: agua re 4 es RTes S , the following 
Year ,after the. \Burning of Rome, "many of the 

Principal 


* 
77" 2 
d 


Principal Noble-men of Rowe form'd a Confpira- 


cy againſt him, at.che' Head of which was 'Caits 


Piſo, a Perſon. wham. Tacitus gives an excellent 


Character of, and according to his Name the Plot 
was Call'd'Piſoniang,” But this was diſcover'd be- 


fore: it took Effect, and in ſtead' of the happy 
Conſequences | that..,were expected. by ſome:, ic 


open'd a Paſlage to: new Miſchiefs and Cruelties : 
For upon this Occation, Nero put great Numbers 
co Death of all Ranks, Noble:and Ignoble, Guil- 
ty and Innocent ; among which Numbers dy'd 
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the great Poet Lucan, a Man of extraordinary The Death of 
Flame and Spirit, tho” not of ſo grear Judgment, Lucan, 


who hated Nero for his forbidding him to publiſh 


his Verſes, vainly comparing his own to them. 
Seneca Was. likewiſe condemn'd, not. being con- 
victed- of any Treaſon, tho' accus'd by one Na- 
tals, to compliment Nero as. was. believ'd , the 
Emperor having an earneſt Defire' co diſpatch 
him, - as appear'd from his former .Artempts by 
Poyſon, tho'. he had ſworn. to Seneca, - Rather to 


tiſe bis -own Life, than 'to burt bim. Seneca being 


commanded. to die, chearfully undertook ic, but 
was oblig'd..to ſeek for Death ſeveral' Ways; for 
he” had 7 macerated ' himſelf , with. Abſtinence, 
that he cou'd not bleed, and Poyſon-wou'd have 


Bath, he was ſtifl'd with 'the Fumes,-/having'a6- 
cording to-his| uſual Elegancy, diſcours'd''evencto 
the laſt, of many-excellenc Things, which' beirig 
taken from his Month, were afterwards publiſh:d. 
Such- was the Death of chis'greac Philoſopher Se- 
neca, according. ro.Tacitus, 'who gives: him afar 
Accounc;which the latter | gives) of: him maybe 
credited, -we may. truly ſay; that-this. Death was'a 
Juſt Judgment upon him, living ſo contrary 
wer” 2 E, ta 


D 


no. Operation u n;him z but at length entring a of Seneca, 
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-to his Writings aid Principles;: and for educating 


| his Pupil no better. Not long after* Sereca';: fol- 
low'd C.'Perronius, the moſt-polite; 'tho* not the 
chafteſt of the Roman Writers, 'a Perſon who had 
been a great Afﬀiftant to Nero in his unlawful 
Pleaſures, and one famous for his exquiſite Art of 
heightning and'refining a voluptuous Life. His 
Death was the moſt remarkable mmithe World, and 
: moſt reſembling the whole Courſe of: his Life, in 
which he proceeded with the leaſt imaginable 
. Concern, opening: his Veins, and cloſing em as 
he thought” fit, diſcourſing with his Friends, not 
of ferious Matters, or of the Immortality of the 
Soul, but of light and pleaſane Things,” all the 
time attending to foft Verſes, and delicate Love- 
Songs. So that his Death, tho* conftrain'd, ſeem'd 
caſual, no Circumſtance marking the leaſt Per- 
plexity of a- dying Perſon ;' and in him it might 
'be truly ſaid, Thar to die # to ceaſe living. 

In the Twelfth Year of Nero's Reign the Fo: 
Fell into. a'-deſperate Rebellion, having been'ſe- 
:yerely oppreſs'd by the Roman Deputies and Go- 
vernours; eſpecially by Florzs the latter, who was 
arriv'd to that Degree of Tyranny, as 'by a pub- 
lick: Crier to-\give- Permiſfion 'to rob and Teal 
through'-the: whole Country, on" Condition that 
he might' have: part of the Booty. ' It was'mani- 
feſt” that the terrible: Vengeance of Heaven ' was 
now. fallirg upon” this miſerable Nation , having 
ſo"obſtinately*blinded themſelves apgainft- the un- 
deniable!Miratles of 'our Saviour, ahd ſhed his in- 
nocent Blo6d*} which they* ſokemnly "imprecated 
upon 'themfelves - and - their | whole Race, - and 
brough>upon ervthe'moſt calamitous Misfortiines 
ahd/the extremeſt 'Vhſerics | that ever any 'People 
ſuffer d:ſihegithe::Creation' of 'the World.” For 
fuchintokt#þl&Robberies'andDevaſtarions , boo, 
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ſuch barbarous Muiders and'Maffacres were com- 

mitted in all»Parts'; | fuch 1mplacable Diviſions: 
and Factions; and fuch amazing- Detations by falſe 
Prophets prevailid :among 'em,.a5 after 'a wonder- 

ful manner ſubverted the/ whole State,” drew upon 

em/the utmoſt Malice of their Encmies,-and ap-' 
parently demonſtrated-the higheſt DER of 
Almighty, God: Notwirhſtahding - theſe: Miſeries 
among themſelves;' and the Maflacre of 200000 

Fews in: one>Day,'and 50060 itt another, they” 
prevail'd ſo muck againſt 'Ce/tizs Gaffrer, Governour- 
of Syria, who was ſent againit 'em, as to expell 
him .Fudzas3'i Nero: now - wanted Corbulo whotty he 
hadlately.:put:-to:death, and deliberating' whom! 
to ſend; thither, ar length. defign'd Veſpaſian,” as 
the.only: Perfon , capable of: ſuch''a Charge," tho! 
he had not? long before! forbad him his Preſence; 
upon the. Account of his' Drowtinels* or: Indiffe- 
rethcy in the' Theatre when he' Ated and Sang 
upon the 'Stage 31 but now wahiting'his Service, 
and-not fearing bim':by reaſon of the Meannefs 
of -his- Birth--and *Name, inveſted him with-this 
Othee.  - Vefpaſian uling all poſlible' Expedition, 
gather'd a mighty Army from eAzvypr and Syria, 
and together. with his Son T:z## firit Tnvaded the 
Province. of Galilee, and in a ſhort time ſtornr'd 
Gedara , | deſtroying «the Town, 'and - putting rhe 
Fews to:the. Sword: Then' advaticing to Fotapata, 
he took: that Place::by Storm, afrera' cloſe Siege 
of Forty -Days;- being bravely defended by Foſe- 
fhus the famous Hiſtorian,who' has given us a large 
Account: of | this: remarkable Siege, and all: thefe 
Wars, and tells us, that in the Siege alone 40000 
Fews. periſh'd: ' Foſephus was here- taken Priſoner, 
and order'd' to be 'fent to Nero ; but deſiring to 
ſpeak with YVeſpaſian, foretold\ him, That he ſhowd 
looſe him from his Captivity, but ſhou'd firſt be Empe- 


4 3 ror 


Veſpaſian's 
Expedition 

ogainſt the 
Jews. 
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ror. himſelf. After ſome Reffreſhtnent: of the Ie! 

, gions; Veſpaſian_advanc'd to Tiberias\and Tarichza;' 

of which the former-yielded;-and-was' ſpared at: 

the Requeſt of + ds but the | lateer was taken! 

by Force and deſtroy/d, - where great numbers 'pe-! 

riſh'd, - beſides 30000.| which, were \ſold:: - After 

this he proceeded-with great:Valour-and'Condut 

againſt Gamala, and Giſcala, with the: Hil Irabu«. 

rium, all which were taken with terrible: Slaugh- 

ters of the Jews; and all Galilee: being) now re- 

duc'd, Veſpaſigg \and Titus: return'd vto Caſas 

Yea. | | + 2107. ofrfw cy G. 10 

During the time of theſe great Actions, the in-! 

bred Diſtempers: of 'the Roman Empire;; which' 

had been contracted'by 'thenotorions' Miſmanage- 

ment of four ſucceeding Princes, ;:began to-break 

out and diſcoyer;i themſelves in! their furious 'Ef- 

The firſt great fects. The Romans, had with:great Patience and 
Revolution in Courage born the Calamities. proceeding from the 
the Roman fatal Diffimulation, of Tiberius, the monſtrous Bru- 
Empire, tality of Caligula, and the dangerous Stupidiry'of 
Claudius : but the-raging Fury of |Nero; having ex- 

hauſted all humane-Parience, ' there was \a general 
Revolution in Mens Minds, and: as general aRe- 

ſolution in all cheir Actions. | This appear'd firſt 

in Gaul, by means -of Tulins Vindex; one of that 

Nation, | but of the Senatorian Degree; who: com- 

manded the.Legions: there, and publickly  prote- 

ſted againſt.the- Actions and/Gaovernment of Nero ; 

which, he did-with ſo lictle Fear! of 'his own Life, 

that when.-it was, told him, That Nero had priz's 

bis-| Head at, ten: Millions. of Sefterces, ' he» made-an- 

ſwer, Whoever .brings' Nero's' Head to me, ſhall have 

mine in exchanyge..,. But to ſhew'that herhad-no-am- 

bitious Deſigns; of Sovereignty himſelf, the pro- 

\ Claim'd Sergius:Galba Emperor,"a: Perſon eminent 

for his Illuſtrious'Family, with the ſeveral Changes 

and 
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himfelf from Nero had given bimſelf to an un- 
aRive and obſcure kind of Life. YVindex wrote 
ſeveral Letters to him in Spain, earneſtly perſwa- 
ding him to declare, himſelf in favour of Mankind, 
againſt ſuch a Monſter as Nero ; which was very 
acceptable to him, tho' he durſt not DOC but 
with great Caution, till he fully diſcover'd the 
readineſs of his Soldiers, and the Inhabirants of 
his Province. Therefore on a Day appointed 
for Enfranchiſing of Slaves, having his Army, and 
all the Country about him, he ſpoke to 'em after 
this manner ; My Fellow-Seldiers and Friends, we 


are aſſembl'd to beſtow upon others the great Benefit of | 


Liberty aud Freedom ; a Benefit of which we cur ſelves 
have” had but ſmall Enjoyment, tho belonging to us; | y 
all the Rights of Nature and Fortune, It grieves me 
to ſay, but it hinders not eyery Man from ſeeing, That 
no Slave under the ſevereſt Maſter, "ever endur'd a Year 
of harder Service . thaw we have ſo many un- 


der Nero. What kind of Exadtion has he not usd to 


ſupply ith Extortion what he bas ſpent with Shame ? 


What kind of Cruelty has he not prattis.d'? Has be not 
wallowd in the Blood of his Father, his Brother, his 
Mother, his Wife, his Maſter, and all ho are V aliant 
or Verthous in the Senate," City, or Provinces; without 
any diftinft;on of Age or Sex? All which cry for Verne 


geance upon ſuch a Prince : A Prince ! No, an Tncen- 


diary, a Singer, a Filler, a Player,'a Carter, 'a.Cryer, 


no Prince, nay,'no Man, having a Man fo hjs Hy band, 
and a Man to his Wife, but a Monſter of ' Mattkhind s 
apainſt whom what \ index iy Gaul has already-afted, 
I well know ; and 1 am moſt ſorry to Bear. The whole 


courſe of my former Life has "been far>remov'd from 


ambitious and aſpiring Deſigns ; and I cord hepr1ily 
wiſh, that the ſmall Remainder of my Days were pent 


i 


and Dignities he had worthily' Executed, who 
| being now Governor of. part of Spain, to ſecure 
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in more Eaſe; but ſince, by what Misfortune. I i kngy 
not, ſome have impos'd upon me @ Part which, I new 
deſign'd to ſuſtain, and leaſt of all at ' ihis Age, I will 
nct refuſe, with your Approbation, to ſacrifice my in- 
firm Body for the Good of my Country, not as Empe. 
ror or Auguſtus, which ſacred Names I adore at.;q 
diſtance, not daring to approach *em,' but as ——— 
The Speech was not finifh'd, when the Soldiejs 
20047. and People with one common Voice. interrupting 
$12.19 3% him, ſaluted him. Emperor. Gall :nding 
" FJ. We 2». 4 Per or. ata, COMmending 
Spain. their Zeal to the Good of the Empire, and ac- 
cepting the Subſtance, refus'd . the Title, terming 
himſelf, Lieutenant of the Senate and ' People if 
Rceme. | a 
The firſt News of Vindex's Revolt came to Ne Ml. 
at Naples, in the midſt of his Pleaſures, but be WM: 
was fo little affeted with it, that he ſeem'd ra- IM 
ther to rejoice, as having an occaſion of pillaging IM. 
thoſe opulent Provinces by the Right of War: 
At Supper alſo receiving Letters of freſher Advice, 
more prefling and importunate than the former, 
he inew'd no other Emotion than a bare threat- 
ning the. Revolter for diſfurbins his Pleaſures and 
Recreations 3 and ſo for eight Days continu'd 
without Writing or giving any Orders about: the 
Publick. Art length the opprobrious Edicts of Vis- 
dex To far awaken'd him, as he writ to the Senate, 
recommending to the Fathers the Intereſt of him- 
ſelf and the Republick, excuſing his Abſence with 
the Pretence of ſome Indiſpoſitton. But nothing 
mov'd.nor inrag'd Nero ſo. much as Vindex's cal- 
ling him Unskilful Muſician, often demanding of 
the Perſons about him, Whether they really fenew any 
in that Profeſſion more skilful than Lramſf? The Se- 
nate receiving Nero's Letters, out of Flattery.and 
Fear, judg'd YVindex a Traitor -to the State ; but 
urg'd by new Alarms, he in a great Fright repair'd 
oo | to 
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Galba declar'd 
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ment. Upon which news, Nero being at Dinner, 


fra, and with all poſlible Humility and Dejedi- 


Fatt ORR. 
! : 


The Roman Hiſtory, Book} 
the Hair of his Concubines after the Faſhion 6. 
Men, and to Arm''em like Amazons, with Battle. 
Axes and Shields. 113 

As- in a corrupt 'Body, full of malignant Hy- 
mours, the firſt Pain that appears, draws on the 
reft, diſcloſes old Aches and Strains, 'and agitats 
all that' is unfound'in the Body ; fo in a State: 
when it is univerſally diſlik'd, the firſt Diſorder 
endangers a- Diſſolution of the whole : For this 
one Attempt of Yindex not only caus'd the Revolt 
of the Armies in Spzin, but ſhortly after that of 
the Legions in Germany and other Places, all u- 
natnimouſly declaring againſt the preſent Govern- 


—_ - Y,*- ST: Z- 


in a deſperate Fury tore the Letters, over-turn' 
the Table, daſh'd two Cryſtal Cups of great Va 
lue on the Ground, and caſting off 'all Care' 6 
his own- Preſervation, call'd-for -Poyſon, which 
he-enclos'd in 'a Golden Box;, that ' his Death 
might be according to his State, 'and fo went in- 
tothe Servilian Gardens, ' From: thence he'difl 
patch'd the Freed-men, in whom” he'had-moſt 
Confidence, - to prepare his Fleet” at *Oftia ; then 
ſounding the Minds of the Tibunes'and Centutt- 
ons of his Guards, -and finding *em unwilling” to 
accompany -him, and one of *em to ask him, 
Whether it was ſo hard a thing 16 die, he was quite 
diſtracted and' confounded ifi'his Thoughts and 
Intentions ; and he- cou'd not reſolve -whethet 
he ſhou'd: addreſs himſelf to the' Purrbians, wham 
he had lately oblig'd, or to Galba ina ſupplicato- 
ry way z or whether he ſhow'd'-put-himfelf in 
deep Mourninp,- appear /publickly before the Re- 


———_ 
—_ 


on implore-the Peoples Forgivenefs for what was 
paſt, :and if they:-were inflexible tobeg the Go 
vernment-of Zgypr- He at laſt 'determin'd to 0 
4 en1s, 


ap. Il]. N'E RO VL. 


his, but fearing the People ſhou'd tear him in. 
ieces before he got to the Place, he deferr'd -the 
Matter till the next Morning ; but awaking at 


- Widnight, and underſtanding that- his Guards 
he Were retir'd; che leapt out of Bed and ſent about 
& Wxr ſome: of his Friends ;' from: whom-receiving no- 
t, Winſwer, he went to their Lodgings himſelf, with 


et W:wo or three others; | Thus the great Monarch 'ot . 


vs We World, lately:ador'd as a God, and atterided by 
Thouſands of Friends, ' Soldiers, 'and Servants, 
now. a5 A:common. i. Pages knocking at'Doors, 
finding all ſhur” againſt! his unfortunate'State:' 
And now. deſtitute of alt Afiſtance and Advice 
, Wfom: Friends, he return'd' back, © where finding 
his Chamber rifled, *his\Servanrs fled; and his Poy- 
c0n-remov'd,; he 'ſonghtfor- Spicilizs, a Gladiator, 
of Wer-fome brher, -ro -be- lain! by hirh ;- but finding 
ch W none, he cry'd; -Then' I bave neither Friend nor Foe, 
th and' rat deſperately - out ' as tho? - he wou'd have 
0- thrown himfelf invo the River Tiber : Bur making 
if WF: fadden ſtop, anddeſiringſome ſecret Place a little 
olt WW corecolle his Reaſon, and: reaſlume his Courage; 
en WW Pharn, /his- Freed-Man', offer 'd his Houſe four 
it W Miles diſtant in''the Country , which Nero ac- 


t Wcepted ;'and foaccompany'd with four Men, of 


m, i whom Sporz was one, he fled'away meanly Ap- 
n 8 parell'd, and worſe" Mounted , hiding his Face 
nd Wy with an; Handkerehief.. In his Journey he was 
er WF infinitely diſmay'd by a'violent Trembling of 'the 
nm 8 Earth, and prodigious flaſhes 'of Lightning ; and 


0 Wl palling 'by che Camp, | he heard a great noiſe of 


in I ooldiers-curſing him, and wiſhing all good For- 
' [& fune and 'Profperity- to'Galba.  Aﬀer which, to 
t- WW prevent all Diſcovery'; they forſook the Highs 
725 Wl ay, creeping through Briars- and Buſhes into 'a 
0+ WE Thicket of Reeds on' the backſide of Phaon's Farm- 
do Wl Houfe 5 where a Hole was beaten in the Wall, 

| through 
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The Death of 


Nero. 


four, caſting himſelf upon a :mean|Pallet' inz 
back Room. 1d - onimobM 3200 Di If 3974) 

Duripg  Ners's, Abſence; the Sethate afſlembl4q, 
and pronounc'd | him a: maortal/ Enemy to: the 
State, ,and..condemn'd him to, Death [More Majy- 
rn, lending into./ all; Parts (to; feek him, .and 
bring him. ahive.,. The Account- of this Determi- 
nation was brought to; Nero by.'one of PHaor's/Ser: 
vants, who found him making;Preparations for 
his own. Death, .with ,a' ad {ervile:Sighs, 
and inglorious Tears, repeating: ſeveral. Tine, 
What an Artiſt will the World loſe {He hearing 'the 
ſorrowful News of his'Doom from the Senate; 
demanded what Adore Majorutn, meant,::and: what 
kind of Puniſhment it was.?.,anf underſtanding, 
that he was'to be ſtript Naked, his Head faſtehd 
in a Pillory, and in that Paſture to be Scourgd 


# 


to Death, he was ſo terrify;d, that he fhatchidiup 


a couple. of .Daggers ;'1 bur after feeling! thin 
Points, with great Trembling/b&;;put *em:-apþ/14- 
gain, pretending, . That-; his Fatal, Nour was. 0b jt 
came. Sometimes; he \begg'd and tintreated, that 
one of them preſent wou'd inftrut hin: how'ts 
die, by killing themſelves. firlt ;- greatly; deceiving 
himſelf in deliring: ſo Courageous) an Example 
out of fo debauchid a Schoal::;,Other :times he 
condemn'd, his own Puſillanimity and poornels 
of. Spirit,.. till, hearing. the; noife of ſome Horſe 
men ſent. by the Senate to. ſeek him, he fſet-1 
Dagger to. his Throat, with-which, bythe afl- 
ſtance of Epaphroditns,, his Secretary, he wounded 
himſelf fo Ky 8: dy d ſhortly after, Before be wa 
quite Dead,..an;Officer; came, in, and pretending 
he came to |his, Relief, he ſtapp'd the, Wound 
with his Cloak, and endeavour'd to ftanch. the 
Blood; ito, whom Nero gave.no Anſwer but, 
| to 


The Roman Hiſtory, Book1) 
through which, Nero crept-ifth ke a;Beaſt upon al 


Chap, IN. "NE E4R'O VI. 


too late, and, Is this your Fidelity and Allegiance ? 
with which Exprefſion- he: expir'd, his Eyes 
ſtrangely fix'd, and ſtaring out of his Head, to 
the wonderful Terror and Amazement of all thar 
were. preſent,, This. was the miſerable End of 
Nero, the Sixth "Emperor of Rowe, who, by his 
abominable ' Life, kad brought upon himſelf all 
the. cruel Misfortunes that cou'd. befall a Prince, 
and upon the State all the dreadful Calamities 
that cou'd ariſe from unjuſt Tyranny in his Life- 
time, and from inteſtine Convulfions after his 
Death. He Reign'd ' thirteen Years, ſeven 
Months, and twenty eight Days; and was ta- 
ken off in the prime of- his Years, being in the 
124 Year of his Age, in which ſpace his Cruel 
ties gaind him a Name odious nor only to his 
Subjects, but to all Generations, -and even to a 
Proverb ; a Puniſhment the greateſt that can hap- 
pen to'a Prince ih'this World. ''He was the laſt 
of the Family of the Cz/ars which Reign'd in 
Rome, tho' the' following Emperors had the Ti- 
tles of Ceſar ; and'he dy'd U.C. 821A. D. 69. 
being 112 Years after the Beginning of the Em- 
pire VF Cows Czfar, and 94 after the full Sertle- 
ment of it by Ang? re. , | | 
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Galba made 
Emperor, - 


The Roman: Hiſtory. Book| 


CHAP. Iv 


From the Death of ' Nero, to the Death | of V; 


\ Empire became Here, tary a ſecond T in, 


Containing the ſpace of almoſt two Tears. th 


LN was 4, more. univerſal Joy and Satil 
LV faction in Rome than atthe Death of New; 
all Perſons came running, into the Streets. to.con- 
gratulate one. another ,: with peculiar : Caps.on 
their Heads, ſuch as Slayes. wore when their Mz 
ſters firſt gave *em their Freedom ; and they . uns 
nimouſly decreed to create Galba Emperor, who 
was now in Spazn, eſteeming him a Perſon of great 
Wiſdom and Valour. . He was:now Seventy Two 
Years of Ape, and had: born Offices under four 
Emperors, wiſely preſerving himſelf from the 
Snares of thoſe Tyrants, tho' not wholly from 
their Vices: and he was the firſt who'receiv'd the 
Empire from the Hands of the Soldiers, the &-* 
nate conſenting ; having himfelf no: Afﬀinity or 
Alliance with the Family of the Czſars , either 
by Blood or Adoption. Shortly after his bein 
declard Emperor by his Army, he found himfel 
involy'd in many Troubles and Affictions, and 
all his Hopes and Deſigns were near being blaſted 
by an unexpected Diſorder among ſome of hi 
Men ;: for, upon his approach to the Camp, one 
of the Wings of his Horſe repenting of the nev 
Oath they had taken, endeavour'd as much # 
poſlible to deſert him, and he found it no fmal 
difficulty to keep *'em to their Duty. He like 
wife with great Hazard eſcap'd the Conf) piraC) 

0 


f| ſeveral Slaves,, who were purpoſely preſented 
* kim by one. of, Nere's. Enfranchis'd | Men, and 
had undoubtedly Slain him as he par through a 
Wl narcow Street to gg.to; his. Baths, they. not 
V- Wl diſcover'd themſelves by too loudly exhorting 
the WM one anacher, Not. tp. omit ſo. fair. an. Opportunity. 
e, | WE But chat which gave Galba the greateſt Fear 'and 
- E Diſquiet at this cime was the unexpected Death of 
S. M/index in Gaul, who kill'd himfelf after the entire 
| Defeat of his Troops by Rufus Virginizs, Com- 
atif. W mander of che Ger-zay Legions; which -Batcel 
Vers: WY was fought chrough the Tgnorance: and Miſtakes 
con. WM of the Soldiers, and againit the Wills and De- 
; on ſigns, of the Generals. The News of this, added 
Mx to Galbz's other Misfortunes, reduc'd him almoſt 
unz MWto Deſpair both of his Life arid vo par and had 
who Monce a deſign of deſtroying himſelf; but timely. 
eat Ml Advice coming. from ; Rowe, affuring him that 
Two Nero was dead, . and. all People had: ſwore Allegi- 
four {auce to: lum. there, he immediately: laid afide the 
Name of Lieutenant a the Empire, and afſum'd the 

Tide of Ceſar: After which he put himſelf up- 
on his Way..to, Rome, /in+ his Imperial Habic, with 
; Dagger about his Neck, and hanging down be- 


fore. his Breaſt; t.neither wou'd ; he appear in a 


y. Of 
?he Robe or Gown, till: all fuch as 'were contriving 
xeing Mew: Diſturbances were defeated and cut off ;' as 
nſ namely. , Nymphidias.. Sabinus. 5, Captain of the 

and Fouards at Rome; Forteins Capito,., Lieutenant in 
afted [onmeny 5, and Clodius Hacer in Africk. In his 
f his ney towards . Rowe, Rufus Virginins , before- 


&ntion'd, - {ent..to...yield him}. his Obedience 3 | 
Wag tl, then had;ſhewn himſelf wholly neutral, { 
.relgect of any particular Perſon, attending the 

Wuland Determination of the'Senate. als 
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The Roman Hiſtory. - 'Boold! 
-As'this Emperor approach d Rome;- as it uſitalh 
happens when' Matters ate | conthuded with" hi 
and Precipitation, the People begian'to ſhew Ui 


Satisfaction for -his Arrival, than 'they did 'for'hi | 
Ele&ion ; for ſeveral Rumours Serefread ab | 
both of ' his Cruelty and Avarice, ' by reaſon of the 
unuſual Rigour the had exercis'd'towards ſuch CM | 
ties of Spain and Gaul , which had*-ſcrupled-wIMl | 
joyn with him. atfirſt, by - opprefling” them” witi fl | 
exceſlive Tributes, demoliſhing their Fortifications ſM ; 
and executing their Governours , 'not- exciiſin IM , 
even their Wives-and Children. Which Repos ; 
ſo highly difadvantageous to an old} Man and: ; 
young Prince , were confirm'd- and augmented, MW ; 
at his Entrance into! Rowe, by-his Severity to thoſe Ml +, 
Sea-Men and Mariners whom' Nero had takſl x 
from the Oar, and liſted- among his Legionary IM |; 
Soldiers : For endeavouring to reduce theſe Nu f; 
. meronus Troopsto their former! Condition, upon 7 
their refuſing with great Contumacy to ſubmit'to 1, 
an Order {5 injurious to \themfelves, and- their} .; 
infolent demanding an Eagle /and Military Enſign, MW © 
he Commanded his Horſe-Mem” to'ride in amonyWWl ; 
"em , who kilFd 7000 3 and not being ſatisfi' Fs 
with this Puniſhment, he” caus'd ?em to be dec 1 
mated afterwards. Beſides: which, he /diſcharg ll .. 
the. German Cohort, which" had" been eſtabliſh ef 
by:the former Emperors, for'a Guard-eo their Per 1, 
fons, and: had given manifeft Teſtimonies of thei h 
Allegiance and. Fidelity to their Princes ;: yen: Wl 1. 
withttanding heiſent- *em eortheir' own Coin) if 
without any Reward, 'pretenflingithey: were bal ,;, 
teraaffected'-to-Dolabella thanhimfelf, *becauſe theſ | 
bad -encamp'd. themfelves vt tar from his Go ;,1 
dens. Beingiin<Reme, with his: fReorer \ Diſcori 
tentment, tho* with publick Joy and Solemnit)\ þ,; 


he began to take upon him the Adminiſtratio 


and 
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and Government of the Empire, and did fome 
1 Ads as a wiſe and worthy Prince; yet theſe 
WW were generally leſs acceptable, than ſome others 
MW were odious. He rook care to reſtore all Per- 
WW ſons unjuſtly exil'd by Nero, as well of the Nobi- 
li lity as meaner fort, to their Country and Ho- 
i nours, tho? not to their Wealth and Eſtates. On 
MW the-contrary he repreſented a moſt grateful Spe- 
0 &acle to the People, which was Elins, Polycleras, 
th Locuſfa, Patrobius , Petinus, and others in Fetters, 
5 Wy drawn through the City and publickly executed, 
WR 2s Inſtruments and Miniſters of Nero's Cruelties ; 
5 tho' he ſpar'd ſome of the moſt notorious Offen- 
11 ders for the ſake of Money. And he was fo re- 
d, WW markable for his Avarice; that it is ſaid that he 
NW wou'd ſigh and weep when his Table was better 
a furniſh'd than ordinary ; a Vice tho' incident to 
"Wy his Age, yet dangerous to his Circumſtances, e- 
LW ſpecially in reſpect of his Soldiers, and was the firſt 
08 Thing which made way for his Ruin. When a 
0 large Donative had been promis'd to the Soldi- 
ers by ſuch as were appointed to tender 'em their 
MS Oath in his Abſence, heutterly refus'd to confirm 
WW it, declaring that he choſe, but never wou'd purchaſe 


all FF Soldiers; which much exaſperated his Men, 
0 who in theſe corrupt Times cou'd not bear with 
Py any rigorous Diſcipline like the ancient Romans, 
\M <lpecially from a' Prince who ſuffer'd himſelf ro 
YN be bought and ſold every Hour. Moreover he 


highly provok'd the Prtorians, by caihiering ſe- 
veral of *em ſhortly afcer, upon a bare Suſpicion 
- - 4; M35 de 0 and Confederacy with Nym- 
Phidins. 

But that which made this Emperor moſt gene- 
ally hated and abhorr'd, was his ſuffering himſelf 
to be intirely manag'd by three Favourites, who . 
having their Lodgings with him in his Pay | 
an 
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and being always in his Preſence, were common- 
ly fiyl'd his Pedagogues : One was T. Vininghis 
Lieutenant in Spain, a Man of inſatiable .Cove- 
tuineſs ; anotter was C. Laco, now Captain of 
iis Guards, one who had render'd himſelf in 
{upportable by his Pride and Arrogance and the 
third Tcelzs a Freed-Man, who now aſpir'd to the 
higheſt Command in the Equeſiriar Order. Theſe 
three, whole Humours and Vices were as diffe- 
rent as poflible, abus'd the Authority of the -Em- 
peror with ſo much Inſolence, that they made 
him appear by the Inequality of his Condu&, 
both odious and deſpicable ; ſo that ſometimes he 
ſhew'd himſelf ſevere and rigorous, at other times 
remiſs and negligent, condemning ſome illuftriqus 
Perſons unheard, and pardoning others without 
Reaſon, as he was guided by theſe Perſons. He 
{till increas'd the People's Hatred, by revoking 
the profuſe Donatives of Nero, which were 
found to amount to above ſeventeen Millions of 
our Money, and reducing 'em to the tenth Part, 
giving Commiliton to fifty of the Equites, tq col- 
le& the Remainder for himſelf ; with Authority, 
That if any Player or Champion had, fold what 
Nero had given *em, and imbezel'd ,or. ſpent "the 
Conſideration they receiv'd, in that Cafe they 
might require and recover it of the Perſons who 
had purchas'd it. On the Gontrary, there was 
nathing, but by the Mediation. of ' his Favourites 
and Freed-Men, he permitted. either to-be bought 
for Money, .or granted -tor Faveur ;-as "Tax6, 
Exemptions,Puniſhments for Innocents; Impunity 


tor Criminals, and other Pieces of Injuſtice. A- 


mong. others he pardon'd Halotzs' and  Tigellinw, 
two of the moſt peraicious Inftruments which 
Nero imploy'd, tho' the People of Rome were 1M: 


portunately Sollicitous for their Puniſhment. And 
""W 
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as if this was not ſufficient to diſoblige them, he 
preferr'd Halotus #9 a moſt honourable Poſt ; and. 
appear'd ſo publickly in the Juſtification of 7igeli- 
ms, that he pucforth an Edit in his Favour, and, 
upbraided the People with their Severity. - Beſides, 
all which difadvantageous Circumſtances, his un; 
weildly old. Age render'd him cantemptiblg; to 
matiy, ſo that almoſt every Man durft preſume 
to Murmur at his Proceedings, and a& any-Thing 
againſt his Authority. " is 
- Aﬀairs. being in. this utſetled Poſture | at; Rowe, 
thoſe in the Provinces were in a worſe-Conditi- 
oft : For ſince the Army .and Proyince.;of Spain 
had: prefum'd to chuſe an Emperor without: ,any 
other Authority, many Mutinies|were rais'd; and 
Factions ſprung up -in moſt . Parts of the Em- 
pice, through Envy, Diſcontent ar, Deſire of Al- 
teration,: but . principally among. the Legions/.in 
the' upper Germany, whoſe Chmmander was Ry- 
fus Virgiziuas beiore mention'd..' Theſe Legions 
growing. proud: and infolent , by, reaſon. of-,the 
great Vidtory they had obtainid over VYindex in 
Gail, ſhew'd ſinall Value or Eſteem for Ordeonius 
Haccus, their preſeat Commander, and Lieute- 
nant to. Mirginius ; and ' holding themſelves; ſuſ- 
pitted, and-out. of: Favour with the Emperor Ga/- 
ba, becauſe they were the [laſt who. came! in to 
his Service, they now reſqlv'd tobe the firlt who 
Jhou'd defert-it. And upon the. firſt Day; of Fe- 
mary, When they - uſually. took the Oaths,, 2” * 
paid their Homage of Fidelity to their Emipy 
they rfus&to- ſwear to any. but the Senate ;;þ. 
1nmediately-difpatch'd a Meſſage to the Pre 
.o» Cohorts! to temonſtrate, That they cou'd nat", 
-quieſce in the Election of an, kimperor created in Spain, 
and that the Senate woig dr proceed to chule ; {uch 
® Perſon as they thought muſt proper ; Yet: Suetonzus 
; M 2 tells 
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rells -us; that they referr'd the Election to the: 
Pretorian Cohorts. The Legions in lower Ger- 
2any were'alfo as mutinous and diſcontented, as 
thoſe in the upper, being particularly excited and 
encourag'd by their Commander V;rellius, who 
notwithſtanding he had receiv'd all his preſent 
Authority from the Hands of the Emperor Galba, 
began to ſound the Minds and Aﬀections of his 
Soldiers, and violating his Faith and Fidelity, en- 
deavour'd by all poflible Methods to procure the 
Empire for himſelf. This Vizellius, who after- 
wards became' Emperor, was a Perſon of great 
Reputation and Authority, by reaſon of the: ſe- 
veral' Offices and Magiftracies which he had held 
in Rome and "abroad, under the three Emperors 
Caligula, Claudius and Nero, with all which he had 
been” very intimate and private, more for his ex- 
ceflive Vices,,'and ſome particular” Abilities of 
his Perſon, than' for any Vertues or Excellen- 
cies.” He was in favour with” Caligula, for his 
Dexterity 11 managing a Chariot, with Claudia 
for his Gaming and- Bice, and with Nero for the 
"fame Proficiency, and ſuch like Qualities. And 
beſides this, as he was very Subtle and Crafty in 
- his Deſigns, fo he obtained in thoſe Days great 
Offices and Dignities; as that of ., of the 
Prieſthood, and alſo:ts be Proconſul in Africk, 
which Office he honourably executed; and laſt 
''of all 'to be Commander of the Legions in Low- 
" '» Germany, the effedts of which hall be after- 
rds related.! © 2&1 "14 
Lhe Emperor 'Galba being advertisd of all the 
Immotions in Germany, and knowing that be- 
des his Age, he was the leſs reſpeted for want 
of an Heir, he'refolv'd now to put in Execution 
 -whar he had formerly defign'd, which was to4- 
"dope ſome Perſon of ſuch Age and: Authority, 
ello) as 
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as might be deſervedly capable of the Empire, 
and who in his Life might prote& and ſupport 
him, and after his Deceaſe ſucceed him. His 
Favourites and ſuch as were intimate with him, 
underſtanding his Determination, each of *em 
ſeparately pretended togive him a Son of their own 
chuſing, ſo that there aroſe a great Contention 
| among 'em upon this Occaſion. Orho madegreat 
Intereſt, and induftriouſly endeavonur'd to obtain 
this Adoption, alledging the great Sarvice he had 
done for Galba, as being the firjſ® Man of Note who 
came in to his Aſſiſtance im Spain, after he bad decla- 
red againſt Nero ; and as the Urban and Praetorian 
Cohorts favour'd him, and Yinius the Emperor's 
chief Favourite afliſted him, he almoſt aſſur'd 
himſelf of Succeſs. - But Galba having fully re- 
ſolv'd to: conſider the Publick Good alone, and 
diſliking the vicious Diſpoſition of Orho, which 
| he thought too nearly reſembled that of Nero, had 
no Regard to what was ſpoken in his favour ; 
but upon a prefixt Day he ſent for: Piſo Lucinianzs, 
in whom was a | happy Concurrence of thoſe 
zo00d Properties neceffary for a Prince and Em- 
peror, and taking him by the Hand, in the Pre- 
ſence of ſome Friends , among other things he 
faid thus : IF this waſt Body of the Roman Empire 
cu'd ſubſit without a ſingle Governour to balance it , 
the Liberty of the Common-Wealth might warthily have 
'- WW dated its Beginning' from me; but now it is arriv'd to 
'- I that State, that my Age can benefit the. People of Rome 

1m Way, but by finding them a good Succeſſor, nor your 
WW 1outh, but by yielding them;a good Prince. To ſucceed 
& WW & Elefion will be in ſtead of Liberty.z and. now the 
WW Julian and Claudian Lines have | fail'd, _ Adoption 
N WW wil [upply all Defetts : For to be deſcended from Prin- 
a- i &, !s' @ Matter of mere Fortune, and w ſo tſteem d ; 
), I ® Acoptions our fudgments are moſt incorrupt, and moſt 
as M 3 __rath 
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rarely abus'd'; and if we will chuſe the mot worthy, 
the Voice of the" Nation points us out the Man. 1 hang 
paſs'd by all my own Friends and Companions in Arnis, 
for your ſake, not doubting but you will retain your former 
Verjues; but ns to thoſe of Others t91vard's you, you will fin 
# Difference'; and Flattery, the moſt: peffilent Poyſon of 
ell true Meaning,” vill break in: For | fince moſt Men 
talk with our Eſt ates rather thin our Perlons,” it is 
much eaſier 10: flatter a Prince; than” to inſeruct hin. 
For your Adminiftration, ſet Nero: before your Eyes, 


whoſe own” Infamorts Life ant Cruelties alone, paſhi'd 


bimm out of bas Throne, . and mot index with ' an mn 
&r1 d- Province, nor 1 with a ſingle Legion 3 and 


the” the Soldiers and Senate. had. #0" fo univerſally a 


greed aboat«a' Snccefſor, they ' were 'all unanimous in his 
Ruin, The" ſareſt and ſhorteſt Rule for your Security, 
Is. judiciouſly to wtigh what you" your ſelf 20u'd al- 
tow or blame in another Prince © Tor you have not hetty 
has in ſome” Kingdoms, a certalh' Race born to Sovt- 
raigniy, and the veſt to be 'Slawts;, but you are to g0: 
wvern a People whith can neither bear Bondage nor Li- 


berty alone,” but require a prudent Mixture "of both th 
balance' the Inoonfuniencies of | either.” Upon finiſh. 


ing this Specch;. Ga/ba with a' great Train went 
with P;/o to the Cap; where ho adoptedhim at- 
ter the uſual Manner , obliging the Soldiers to 
ſwear Obedience to him; and: receive him for 
Exſar ;\ but gave noRewards to the Soldiers, - nor 
promis'd. any,” as they expeted':: Re only made 
a grave and-ſhort Speech"to*em after the-ancient 
Manner, . and was coldly-receiv'd by em, as he 
was likewiſe "by - the Senate immediately _— 
Rome being now- ſo "addifted to Briberies an 
Donatives.,. had "loft its ancient Equity and In- 
: Galba\having"made this Adoption, coneeiv'd it 
wou'd-hgve been.the moftveffectial — 
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fecure his Life and Empire; but it ſhortly after 
prov'd the Occation of his Confuſion and utter WL 
Rnin. For Orhv, finding the Hopes of his A- Orho's De- 
doption wholly fruſtrated, and perceiving the Sol- ./57-- 
diers well affected towards him, for the extream 
Hatred they had conceiv'd againſt Galbz, refolv'd 

to effect his Purpoſes by Force and Treaſon, to 
which he was excited, not only by his Hatred to 
Galba, and his Envy to P:ſo 5 but by the Confi- 
deration of his Debts, which were. now become 
inſupportable from his riotous Life. Nor was he 
aſham'd to declare, That if he was not Emperor he 

cou'd not Snbſiſt, and that it 9.95 equal to him whether 

he fell by his Enemy. in the Field, or by. his Creditors 

in the Courts of Low +: Notwithſtanding he with 
ſome Difficulty found Ready Money fuihcient to 
corrupt the Pretorian Cohorts; and where that 

was deficient, he ſupply'd all with large Promi- 

ſes, and plauſible Speeches. 'And in lefs than 
ezht Days, finding the Aﬀecttions of the Soldi- 

ers, he ſtole ſecretly from the Emperor whiie he 


. was Sacrificing to an appointed place, where cal- 


ling the Soldiers together in a ſer Speech, he be- 
2an to enumerate the ſeveral Cruelties and Ex- 
ecutions made by Galbain fo ſhort a Space, ur- 
Stng, That thoſe things which others account heinous 


Crimes, are by him term d gentle Remedies ; Cruelty 


x cloak'd with the venerable Name of Fuſtice ; ford: 
Avarice zs cal d provident Sparing ; and your Stripes and 
Intignities, tre Diſcipline. Tis ſcarce {even onths 
fmee the Death of Nero, yet Icelus, one of Galba's 
Favourites, has raB'# together more Treaſure than any 
if Nero's Wicked Inſtruments had done in as many 8 


Tetrs.”- And tertainly Vinins himſelf, if he had been 


| Emperor, 9908 d have- ſhewn leſs Covetonſneſs and more 


Reſpeft 3-'even that Vinius 29ho eppreſſes ms as Vaſſals, 
9 treats "us 45-"vile* Strangers, whoſe Wealth alone 
"2 M 4 Wou d 
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wou'd be (ufficient for the Donative, which # ſo often 


caſt in your Teeth, but never paid to your Purſes. I 
you alone lies the preſent Remedy for all theſe Diſftem- 
pers ; and ſince you, my loving Companions, have al. 
ready given me the Title of Prince, I will not be call 
a Private Man ; and a Prince I cannot be, while am- 
ther poſſeſſes the Throne. I deſire you not to a War, ] 
ead you not to any dangerous Exploit 5 the Soldiers 


within are all of the ſame Mind, and that one unarml 


Cohort now guarding the Emperor, endeavours not to 
defend him againſt us, but rather detains him from eſca- 
ping your Hands ; and when you ſhall come in view, 
the greateſt Contention you can have with them, u, wh 
ſhou'd be mojt forward in my Aſſiſtance. At the fi 
niſhing of this Speech , the Soldiers with loud 
Shouts and Acclamations took him upon their 


Shoulders, call'd him Emperor ; and drawing their 


Swords, to give the greater 'Terrour to the People, 
carry'd him to their Camp. 

Galba in the mean time ſuſpeted nothing of 
this Revolt, and when the News of it was brought 
to him, he was extremely diſheartned and con- 
founded ; and as his Counſels were ſudden and 
unpremeditated , ſo they were unconſtant and 
variable. For ſome were of opinion that he 
ought to put himſelf in Arms, and appear in 
Publick, that his Preſence might ſtem the Tor- 
rent of this dangerous Tumult : Others, that his 
greateſt Security wou'd be to fortifie himſelf in 
the Capitel, and there to attend the Reſult of the 
whole Diſorder. The poor old Emperor cont! 
nu'd wavering and doubtful what Reſqlution to 
take, upon the account of the: various Meſlages 
and Reports which were brought ; for ſome 16 
preſented the Matter as ſlight and inconſiderabl, 
arid others as fatal and ruinous., Bat at laſt being 
deluded by a falſe Report of Otho's being fot 
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he rode arm'd out of his Palace with -his Guard, 
and many Followers, into the | Grand ' Forum 3 
where infinite Numbers of People were gather'd 
together to ſee the Effects of fo furious a Com- 
E baſtion. At the ſame Inſtant, onthe other Side, 
there enter'd a conſiderable Body: of Horſe, ſent 
| from the Camp to deſtroy Galba; who tho' they 
came with a full Reſolution of diſpatching him, 
yet upon their nigh Approach to him, ſtood 
amaz'd, and in a dubious Poſture, for a confide- 
rable Time , apprehending the Conſequence of 
their fatal Commiſſion. At the ſame time Galba was 
in the greateſt Confuſion imaginable, not know- 
ing upon what to reſolve, nor what Enterprize 
to undertake ; the Crowds and: Throngs of Peo- 
ple driving him to and fro, with Amazement in 
their Countenances , and ſuch a Silence as argu'd 
great Fear and great Anger. - Galba thus ſtanding 
irreſolute whether he ſhou'd return to his Palace, 
or retire to the Capitol, having had ſufficient Time 
for either 3 but now mifling his Opportunity, he 
found himſelf unable to do any Thing for his Se- 
curity : For being abandon'd by the greateſt Part 
of his Followers, the Soldiers ſent by Orho imme- 
diately ruſh'd in among the People and Senate, 
diſperſing and trampling them under Foot ; and 
approaching Galba, he ſtretch'd out his Neck, as 
Plutarch relates it, bidding them Strike it off, if it 
were for the Good of the Common-wealth and the Ro- 
man People ; which was immediately perform'd, Galba /aiz in 
and his Head ſet or the Point-of a Lance, and *** Forum, 
preſented to Orho, from whence it was contemp- 
twouſly carried about the Camp, his Body remain- 
'1ngin the Streets till -it was buried by one of his 
Bond-men. This was the fatal:End of Sergias 
| Galba, the Seventh Emperor of Rome, in' the ſe- 
erty third Year of his Age, after a ſhort Reign of 
Seven 


and alſo Piſo. adopted! Son Piſv, whoſe. Death Oxþv'-moſt of all 


Otho mt Fe ordinaty Salutations and: Applauſes, they gave 
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Seven Months 5- x Perfon who had gain'd che Em. 


gow unjuſtly,” govern'd it injurioutly, andi loft | 
enly. His Death was accompanied with the 
Stanghter of. many 'other Perfons, particatarly of 
hi three Favourites who had ruin'd him, Viais, 
Eaco, and'- Tels; and likewife with that of his 


deſir'd, and whoſe Head he gaz'd on with a Joy 
and Satisfaftion moſt unbecoming. his affumed 
Character. 


A.D. 69, | I. Onthe ſame Day that Galba was thus mur- Ih cc 
der'd ir the .Foram,:the Senate and People, now WW rc 
bar che Dregs of their Anceftors,”ran all by Heaps I t& 
and Multitudes to' the Camp, contending and ÞW n 
prefling' who {houw'd: be' moſt forward, effacing the I at 
Memory of Galba, extolling the Judgment of the IM n 
Soldiers, and with great Flattery kifting the Hand Ip 
of Otho 3. and the lefs their Hearts and Afﬀetions Mp G 
were towards him, ſo much the more were their I Þ 
Geſtures and outward Proteſtations. * Orho was IM 1 
now Thirty eight Years of Ape, a Perſon Valiant Jn it 
and Witty, -. an ancient and honourable Fami- I tc 
ly, and a gredt Favourite to Nero; but more for I li 
the Conformity of their Humours and Vices, and I re 
the Beauty of his Wife Poppea, 'than for his wor- Ill & 
thy Executing of ſome conſiderable Offices with I ® 
which he was entrufted. . Ortho now finding” him- i P 
ſelf thus highly congratulated, and furrounded by I 6 

Senators and the Principat Nobility of Rowe, ifn- Il ? 
mediately went tothe Senate, which was afſembled ih 
by the Pretorian Prafedt'sf the: City, where beſides i * 

t 


Emperor. him the Ticle'of Hughſftus; and alt'the- other Tides Ii 8 


andPreheminences which the'ocher Emperors ever 
obtain'd.:/ And' having there made'a brief. Ora- if © 
tion;; wherein: he: »told- the Fathers, - 7h#t be took | 
apon 
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i PL him the Empire rather by Compulſon md the Con- 
it i (raint of others, than by bs own Choice and Seeking, 
he WY promiſing: to govern the ſame by the Commſel and Ad- 
of Wl vice of the Senate, he went from thence chrough 


<h& Forum, which was all cover'd with Blood and 
dead Bodies, to the Capitol, and from thence to 
the Imperial Palace : An: thus was Ocho the firſt 
Emperor who" was' advanc'd' to' this Hononr by 
Means of the Pretoriay Guards, which gave 'em 
Occaſion frequently to aſſume the Anthority of 
Creating Emperors afterwards ; a perniciaus Pre- 
cedent for the Rowan Empire, and for the Empe- 
rors themſelves, as Time and Experience mani- 
fefted. Orho, contrary to the Expe&ation of ma- 
ny , deferr'd his Pleafures , difſembFd his Riot, 
and order'd alt Fhings as was fitting for the Ho- 
nour of the: Empire. And firſt he cormmanded 
Marius Celſus, who had been- highly advanc'd by 
Galba, to be brought into the Capitol 5 expetting 
by pardoning ſo Noble a Man, and fo odious. to 
his Party, to purchaſe the juſt Title of Clemency 
in the beginning of his Reign.  Cel/as being call'd, 
fearleſly confeſs'd the whole Accufation of Fide- 
ty to Galba, affirming, That Princes ought rather to 
| WW reward [uch Examples; and' Ortho admitting the De- 
- WW fence as juſt and vertuous, immediarely advanc'd 
| WW bir next to Himſelf, This' A&, with the juſt 
- WM Puniſhment of Tipellinas; Nero's chief Inftrument 

of Impurity, and his penerous-Reſtoration of rhe 
- I Parfons and Goods of all ſuch as had been unjuſtly” 
Bad by Nerv, gain'd him-ſfo much: the Love and 
|  Aﬀection of 'the People of Roz, that they' con- 
WW fied true and faichful to him tro the End of his 
ſoft Reign. 5 TG. 'sD! 3 UA 
"While the -Afﬀeirs: in Rowe-wefre "tranſacted in 


WV. T- 


”- 4a Cos. WW; 3 UT. . md CD CD: ok > 


tis Mahnes, the Legions in- the Lower Germany, 


ing beer putchasd by the Jarge Gifts and ſpo- 
cious 
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The Roman Fiiſtory. Book] 
cious Promiſes of Vitellius, after ſome Treaties ani 
Impunities for Outrages, concluded to create hin 


made Emperor Ermperor, which they effected; without attending 


by the Ger» 
man L2g10ns, 


the Will and Pleaſure of the Senate; about thir. 
teen Days before Galba's Death. The ſudden 
News of which pur Otho into a great Conſterns. 
tion, and the City to no {mall Concern, wel 
knowing that nothing but the Sword, and the 
Blood: of ſo many Romans, cou'd determine thi 
famous Conteſt, the Pretenſions being plauſible 
on both Sides. The German Legions pretended, 
That they had as great an Authority to create an Empe- 
ror as the Legions in Spain, and that Vitellius bad a 
rightful Poſſeſſion before Otho's Creation ; the Senate 
and Cohorts at Rome pretended, That they had the 
Supreme Power, and that in them reſted the abſolut 
Authority to chuſe and create Emperors ; and having 
made x ao of Otho, they wou'd not recede. And 
tho' Orhbo by this Means had. the moſt powerful 
Intereſt, and the moſt ſpecious Title ; yet whe- 
ther his guilty 'Confſcience threw him into timo- 
rous Apprehenſions, or his diſcompos'd Temper 
caus'd him to dread the Miſeries of a Civil War, 
he ſought by large Promiſes to come to a Com- 
poſition and Agreement with Vitellius ; but no- 
thing was concluded to the Satisfaction of either 
Party, and the Difſenſions daily increaſing, both 
began their Preparations for War: It was ſup- 
pos d by many, that ſeveral Perſons from Yizelliw 
were come to the City to ſpy out and learn how 
the Parties were affected ; . whereupon the whole 
City. was fiall'd with Jealouſies and Apprehenfions, 
the ſecret Cloſets: being ſcarce free from Fears 
All Perſons turn'd and ihap'd their Countenances 
according asthe News was: favourable or forti- 
dable. from abroad; and in the Senate nothing 
was fo difficult as an even and prudent Carriage 
FC in 
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theſe nice and perillous Times; Silence would be 
eckoned for Contumacy , Freedom' of Speech 
or Infolence, and Flattery was too well known to 


2nd 


ir. 42, who but lately had been fo skillful in the 
Jen Practice of it himſelf. The cares of the City 
exe much augmented by the great Preparations 


f Otho, and the Diſabilities of ' the Nobilicy 
and Gentry in matters of War : The chief of the 


his Wenate were grown old and impotent, wanting 
le Mboth the Power and Vigour of Soldiers ; the No- 
ed, bility were ſloathful, cover'd with the: Ruſt of a 


Jong Peace , and forgetting the Fatigues of a 
Camp; the Equites were diſlolv'd in Eaſe and 
Luxury,” and 1gnorant in military Service, which 
the more they endeavour'd to conceal, the more 
they berray'd their Fears. The wiſer fort began 
to ſhew great concern at the Miſeries and Pertur- 
bations of the Common-wealth , but the inconſi- 
derate were {well'd. with vain Hopes and extrava- 
e. Mcant Opinions ; and-many Perſons, Bankrupts in 
+ WPeace, in theſe Troubles began to make the 
or MW greateſt Appearance ; they being ſafeft, when the 
r _ was in the greateſt Danger , and Diſor- 
J- ore. 

> W During the time of theſe preparations, Ocho re- 
r ceived advice that Vitellius's. Forces were upon their 
h MW March towards Taly, under the conduct of two 
> © Commanders called Yalens and Czcinna; whereup- 
WW 01 Ortho! departed from Rowe with a fair Army, 
i 

6 


conſiſting of the Roman. Nobility , the Pretorian 
Cohorts, the Legions | out of the Fleets upon the 
. MW #4izn Coaſt, and: ſuck others as he could levy in 
; WI that cime.! In this manner he began his March 
5 © from the City, very powerful as, /ro numbers of 
Men, tho” generally unaccuftomed to War, leaving 
; for the Government of - Rime, :Flavins Sabinus,Bro- 
; Wl fer to Yeſpaſian, who'i was then in Fudan _ 
| | 14 
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had ſworn his Army to O:ho, and fo contimig: 
his Mardgh againſt YJizel/ius, whoſe Forces were. 
ready arrived at the Alpes, to the number of 7000 
Men, whereof 40000 were commanded by Vale, 
and the reſt by Czcinna, Vitellius himſelf remaining 
in Gawl,inexpectation of moreTroops from Germay, 
and the Legions from Britain. Upon the nigh ay 
proach of theſe numerous Armies this fatal Cii 
War was begun; or rather that begun by Viadex and 
Gaiba againi{t Nero was continued; which occaſioned 
many. to. make: melancholy Reflections upon the 
Wars between Fulius Cz/ar and Pompey,: and:be- 
eween | Auguiftus and Anthony, wherein :{o: much 
Reman Blood was ſhed 5; from which fatal -Mik- 
ries the State had been free for almoſt an Hundred 
pars tho? not from thoſe of Tyranny and un: 
ounded Ambition, the: General and almoſtcertain 
fore-runners of the other. + Ortho: of late had: bee 
much troubled: with unuſual »Dreams and, diſmd 
Apprehentions , and *tis:-reported that one Night 
fetching ſeveral profound 'Sighs in his Sleep, his der- 
vants'ran haſtily to his Bed-fide, and foiind-/hin 
upon. the: Ground ; after: which he: ufed/ many 
Expiations to appeaſe the Ghoſt of Galba, which 
ſeemed to beat and puſh'him »rudely: out; af. the 
Bed. However, he proceeded with greatſhew d 
Courage,. and ariving at-:the City of Brixe/[um 00 
the River Po, he remain'd. there, lending)his Forcs 
before him,:.under the 'canduct.of worshy..Com 
manders, particularly Suetonias and 'Celſus 5 wiv 
were very. little reſpecaed-»by: the Souldiers, -beity 
grown proud and infolent.. with the Thoughts a 
creating an Emperor, imagining that no:Man le 
than he ought to have Command over thern.: The 
like want. of Obedience was in the Armies of. + 
zellius, and upon the ſame account; and boil 
Parties proceeded with- ſuch /Haſt and \Procyg® 
£100, 
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tion, that beſides Skirmiſhes and-other Encounters, 
ina few Days Space , three conſiderable Bactrels 
were fought; one nigh Placentia , 'another nigh 
Cremona , and a third nigh a place called Ca#tor ; 
in all which Otho and thz Romans had the advan- 
tage, tho' the Word on both fides was, Rowe and 
the Empire ! 

Shortly after this, Valens and Czcinna, who till 
now had acted ſeparately, joyned all their Forces 
together, ſtrongly re-enforcing their Army with 
new Supplies from ſeveral Parts; now refolving #0 
hazard all in one general Battel,' if the other Party 
refuſed them not. |About which time, Orho,”ver 
joyful for the Advantages gain'd by his Generals, 
came to his Army at Bebriacam, a Village between 


Creinonarand Verona; and finding the Enemy, not- 


withſtanding. their- late' Loſſes, very forwatd to 
zive- him Battel,..call'd a Council of War to de= 
termine wherther-rto protract the War, or hazard'a 
battel, | Suetonius, Celſus, and the moit experienc'd 
Commanders : declared, That iti 2yas their Opinion, 
That protrati yg the War was much-the wiſeft and ſafest 
arſe, ſince the hole Force and Poxer of Vitellius were 
arrived, and were now in- want .of many' Neceſſaries, 
Which obliged them to' offer Battel as their -[peedies} ay 


of Juppliping themſelves: On the contrary, Otho's Army 


was well provided of all things,and Italy.and the Senate 
and People of Rome at his Devotion', who were never 
quite darkn'd, tho" ſometimes cuerſhadow d.' Moreover 
ſeveral Provintes had tevolted from Vitellius whereas 
ul his Provinces: #hood: firm to hin: 5 and the Legions in 
Pannonia, Mcofia and Dalmatia, were now upon their 
March to bis Aid: So that he had no Reaſon ſo often 
ond ſo raſhly to tempt his Fortune, and therefore he ought 
to weary out his Enemy by De'ays, or Stay for a greater 
rower, where there could be no doubt of Victory. But 
lome others, whoſe unexperienced Heat and miſ- 
guided 
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guided Vigour made them too defirous of a Batt, 
declared , That nothing but that could end the Miſeis 
of the State, proteſting that Fortune and all the Gil, Wl 
with the God-head of Otho,fawvoured the Deſign, ail 
would undoubtedly proſper the Emterprize ; deſcending 
to this groſs and extravagant Flattery, : to prevent 
others from crofling their Opinion. Orho inclined 
wholly to the latter , approved of their Counſs|, 
and commanded the fame to be put in Execution; 
for he was ſo extreamly uneafie under this War, 
that he thought it a-leſs Puniſhment to loſe a 
Victory , than to be continually rack'd with Fear 
and Suſpences.  Afrer which it was agreed, Tha | 
the Emperor ſhould not perſonally be in the Baitel, || 
that being free from the deubtful Events of the Fit, 
be might reſerve himſelf for the main Fortune of the 
State; and he retiring to Brixe/lum , his Army ad- 
vanced towards the Enemy , who -lay encampd 
not far diſtant. Orho's Souldiers: were generally 
Men of noble Preſence,ftrong and valiant,but had 
but ſmall Experience-in the War; on the contrary 
thoſe of Virellius. were not only more numerous, 
but were old Diſciplin'd Men, and train'd upin 
Arms from their Youth. Yet the Othonians, tho' 
they were at firlt deceived, and almoſt confounded 
with a faiſe ſhew of accommodation - from their 
Enemies , attack'd . them .wicth great Courage 
and Bravery, and at the firſt On-fer Slew all the 
firſt Rank, and won the Eagle, the Battel cont 
nuing cruel and bloody on both ſides. The Ar- 
mies . were extreamly incumber'd with Trees and 
Hedges, ſo that they were obliged to Fight with 
but ſmall Regularity, bearing down upon one 
another, Body to Body, Buckler to Buckler, with 
their Swords and Axes, after a dreadful manner, 

_ each Man furiouſly contending , as if the Event 


of the whole War depended upon his V _ 
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At length the Vire/liani#Fs, both by their numbers 

and skill gained upon the Flank of their Enemies, 

and the Pretorian Cohores immediately betook 

themſelves to Flight 5 which ſhortly after cauſed 

the intire Defeac of the Orhonians, who fled to- Otho's 4rmy 
ward Bebriacum with great confuſion, and: a mi- 9%7fhrown. 
ſcrable ſlaughter made by che Enemy, who thought 

it no advantage to take many Priſoners. 

In the mean time Orho or Brixe!lum waited for 
the News of the Battel with great Impatience 
and one of the firſt who brought him an Account 
of it was a Common Souldier, who. being tax'd 
with Falſhood and Cowardice by- fome Perſons 
about the Emperor , he immediately fell upon his 
Sword at Orho's Feet; at the- ſight of which he 
cried out, That he would cauſe the Rnin of no more of . 
ſuch valiant and worthy Sonldiers! the © Souldiers ar= 
dent Aﬀection was ſuch, that they ſtay'd not for 
any Comfort or Encouragement from their Em- | 
peror, but gathering all about him, endeavoured 
to animate and revive his Courage, telling him, 
That there were till Forces ſufficient both for his Revenge 
and Security, and they ould ſuffer all imaginable Perils 
and Extremities jor his ſake, They who ſtood at a 

| great diſtance lift up their Hands and beſought” 
him ; the neareſt embraced his Knees, eſpecially 
Photius Firmus the Pratorian Prefect, beleeching him 
Not to abandon ſo true and deſerving Souldiers, ſo lowe- 
mpg and faithful an "Army; averring , That it was 4 
greater Inffance of Magnanimity to juStain, than to 

avoid the heavy ſhock of Fortune ; that brave and va- 
liant Men ſupport themſelves by Hope againft Fortune ; 
while cowardly and impotent Spirits by tear, are ſud- 
denly driven to Deſpair. But all their Perſwaſjons 
and Intrearies, nor all the apparent Probability of 
Succeſs, if he would continue the War, could in 
the leaſt divert him from that Reſolution he had 
N now 
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ſome ſudden Inſpiration , than of any thing that 
could proceed from a Temper ſo ſoft, and a Life 
ſo effeminate as his. Having made Silence, he 
courageouſly ſpoke to them after this Manner : 1 
eftcem this Day as far more happy and glorious thay 
that wherein you made me Emperor, ſince it has mani- 
feited ſuch ſenſible Tokens of your Love and Aﬀedtim, 
and ſuch inconteſtable Proofs of your Duty and Loyalty : 
therefore I beſeech you not to deny me this Favour, which 


is, to ſuffer me to die juſtly and honourably for the [afey 


of ſo many brave Souldiers and worthy Citizens as you 


are. There can be no occaſion for thoſe Legions and Fir- 
ces coming to my AſſuFFance, ' ſince the Enemy is neither 
Hannibal »or Pyrchus; therefore to hazard your Virtw 
and Valcur in Dangers. wholly needleſs , is too dear 4 
' Purchace of Life; and the \greater Hopes you have of 
Succeſs , the more honourable will be my Death, asbe- 
ing voluntary ard not by any Conſtratnt. Aſſure youu 
ſelves I had rather die than Reign Emperor, ſince I can 
never (o much advance the Roman State by Wars and 
Blood-ſhed, as by ſacrificing my ſelf for the Peace of it ; 
. and whereas others have purchaſed Fame and Glory by 
their well governing and ſupporting the Empire, I maj 
reaſonably expe&f a Name for leaving it, rather than 0 
permit my Ambition to weaken or deſtroy it. And there 
fore I defire that you wou d take this as an undoubted 
Proof of my Courage , and Reſolution, that I make w 
Complaints of hard Fortune or ill Succeſs ; for to blam: 
either Gods or Men, implies a mean and indire& deſire of 


Living. 


Afcer this Speech, in a courteous Manner he de- 
fir'd the old Men, and requir'd the young to yield 
themſelves to Virellius as ſoon as poſlible, leſt by 
Delays they provok'd his farther Diſpleaſure. Then 
rchbuking the unreaſonable Fears of thoſe abo#! 
him, 


Book 1. 


now taken, a Reſolution ſo generous in its Nature, 
that ſome : Authors think it rather the Effe& of 
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him, without any Alteration 'in his Countenance, 
or ſigns of Fear in his. Speech, he retir'd to his 
Chamber ;, where: he burnt ſuch Letters and Pa- 
pers as might be prejudicial to any Perſon after- 
wards, and. diſtributed what Money and Jewels 
he had among his Friends and Domeſticks. Be- 
ing prepar'd in this manner, and refolv'd to die, 
2 Tumult ariſing, he perceiv'd the Soldiers ſtop. 
ping and upbraiding thoſe who were going away, 
as Traytors and Delerters of cheir Sovereign, Nay 
then, Taid he, .let us add this Night to our Life, and 
forbad all Violence ct2 be usd, commanding 'his 
Chamber to be lefc open till it was very late, and 
ordering a free Entrance to all who defir'd ro ſee 
him. Afﬀeer which, che Doors being ſecur'd, he 
took two Daggers, and having try'd and choſen 
the ſharpeſt, he laid it under his Pillow, and fell 
into a profound Sleep ; but awaking about Break 
of Day, and ſeeing one of his Servants remaining, 


he commanded his Abſence, and taking the Dag- oo kills 
ger, gave himſelf a Mortal Stab on the left Side, kimſe!f. 


and with a ſingle Groan ended his Life. This 
was the remarkable End of Orho the Eighth Em- 
peror of Rome, but three Months and five Days. 
after he had Traiterouſly murder'd his: Prince, 
_ and Uſurp'd the Empire ; a Perſon, as Tacitus 
writes, who by two Acts, one the moſt deteltable, 
and the other the moſt commendable, equally de- 
ſerved Infamy and Renown among. Poſterity. 
Moſt of his Soldiers, who were preſent about him, 
after they had kiſs'd his Hands and his Feet, and 
given him the Character of a moſt Couragious 
and Magnanimous Emperor, kill'd._ chemfelves a- 
bout his Funeral Pile; and many. who. were ab- 
ſent, underſtanding the manner of his Death, 
were ſo deeply and feaſibly atfeted; that. they 
llew one another. Finally, many who, while he 
2 was 
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was Living deteſted and abhorr'd him, now as 
much applauded and extoll'd him ; and it was 4 
common Opinion and Diſcourſe among the Peo- 
ple, That he depos'd Galba, not ſo much out of Am 
bition, as to reſtore the Liberty of the Common-wealth| 
However, his great Care for the Good of the 
Publick, had gain'd him the' Aﬀe&tion of the $- 
nate and People of Roz, notwithſtanding all his 
Perſonal Vices 3; which may ſerve for one In- 
ſtance to manifeſt the great Facility of any 
Prince's gaining the Hearts of his Subjects. 


TIL. Shortly after the Death of Orho, all the 
Soldiers, both Legionary and Pretorian, repair 
to the Lodgings of Virginizs, Commander of the 
German Tegions, earneſtly begging him, To take 
upor him the Name of Emperor, offering him their ut- 
moſt Service and Aſſiſtance ; and if he thought fit nt 
zo accept of their Empire, that he wou'd pleaſe to b 
their Ambaſſador to Valens and Cxcinna, in erder to 
obrain- their Pardons. Virginins alledg'd, That it 
ou d be a high piece of Indiſcretion, as well as Pre- 
ſumption, to accept of the Empire 'from the Hands of a 
vanquiſh'd Army, having refus'd the [ame of the Ger- 
man Legions before Nero's Death, at a time when hi 
Succeſs wou'd have been almoſt unqueſtionable 5; but 
finding the Soldiers eager and tumulruous, he gave 
'em fome Hopes of being their Ambaſſador and 
Mediator, till he had retir'd into his Lodging, from 
whence he ſuddenly withdrew to a private Place, 
till their Fury had ſpent it felf. But Rubrizs Gal- 
lzs, a Perion of conſiderable Note, immediately 
_ undertook the Embaſſy to Vitellius's Captains, 
where Peace and Pardon was obtain'd for all the 
Soldiers and Commanders 'Overthrown at Bebri- 
acum, as alſo for all thoſe Senators which had ac- 
company'd Orho, and were now at Mutina. And 
at 
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at Rome, as ſoon: .as' the Deatly of Orho was pub- 


liſh'd there, Hlawins:Sabinus, Prefect of the City, 


Aſſembl'd;the Senators, who tho' they hated” Vi- 


31 


zellius, immediately pronounc'd him Emperor Vitellius 


-with the: uſual Solemnities, giving him the Title made Emperer, 


of Auguſtus, and Pater Patriz, with other honour- 
able Epithets, reſolving to return great Thanks 
both to him..and. bis Army: for what they had 
done.  Vitellius was then  in«.Gaul, and that he 
might do fome' memorable Act of Juſtice before 
he went: to Roznez; he caus'd all the Pretorian Co- 
horts, .who [had 'been Inſtruments in Galba's 
Death /and- Orho's Advancement, to be difarni'd 
and depriv'd of the Name and Honour of Soldt- 
ers, Commanding alſo 120 of the moſt Guilty 
tobe put.to Death; which .he: diſcover'd by their 
demanding of a Reward for killing of Galba. By 
which honourable A& he gave great hopes. of an 
_ excellent; Prince ; but he immediately ler looſe 
the Rains of his former Vices and Extravagancies, 
infomuch that .he. deſerv'd to. be rank'd among 
the worſt of Princes , and the worſt - of Men. 
As ſoon' as: he began his Journey for Rome, he 
rode through-the Cities and Towns with all ima- 


ginable Pomp and Pride. : He ſtirr'd not upon the 


Kivers, but in his painted Galleys, curiouſly a- 
.dorn'd with Garlands of Flowers, and profuſely 
-furniſh'd with the moſt exquiſite Delicacies and 
 Provocatives to Gluttony. ; and in all his Journey 
there was no Order or Diſcipline either among 
his Soldiers; or:Servants,” he himfelf being highly 
pleas'd with their continual Rapines and Infolen- 
cies, how inſupportable- ſoever. © For they were 
not ſatisfy'd.with devouring all Places with Free- 
Quarters , - but -they Enfranchisd - Slaves, Bear, 
Wounded, and 'Raviſh'd at their Pleaſure. Up- 


| 00 his Arrival at Bebriacum, where the laſt Battel 
N 3 was 
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Place, where were great numbers of fcatter'd Bo- 
dies torn in Pieces, Limbs. diſmally-mangled,' Fi- 
gures of Horſes and Men ' putrefy'd, and” the 
Ground imbru'd with Corruption and Blood, all 
which he ſaw with infinite. Pleaſure; and Satif- 


faction ; and when ſeveral of. his Train ſhew'd. 


great uneafineſs for ;the noiſome Smells, he impi- 
ouſly told 'em, That a dead Enemy {mells well, but 
a dead Citizen better : Yet immediately to correc 
and qualifie the nauſeous Scents, -he- call'd for 
large quantities of Wine, and drinking publickly, 
he with the ike Vanity diſtributed the reſt among 
his Soldiers. | | 

Vitelius being arriv'd at Rome, as in his Journey 


infinite Ravages and Outrages were committed 


by the various Nations which accompany'd him, 
fo his Entry with ſuch a numerous Army be- 
came a formidable fight to the City; for he en- 
ter'd it as into a conquer'd. Ciry, mounted upon 
a noble Courſer, adorn'd with his Military Habi- 
liments, the Senate and People of Rome going 
before him, as tho' he had triumph'd over 'em, 
himſelf ſurrounded with Standards and Colours, 
and his Army marching after him in a confus'd 
diforderly manner. In this ill Order he went up 
© the Capitol to Sacrifice to Fupiter, from whence 
he march'd to the Imperial Palace ; and the next 
Day commanding the Senate to be Afſembl'd, he 
made a glorious' Speech, extravagantly magnify- 
ing and extolling his own -Adts, promiſing extra- 


ordinary Advantages from his Adminiſtration 


and was humbly anſwer'd by:them, obey'd and 
honour'd as Emperor, and their .Sovereign Lord. 
Departing from / the. Senate towards the Palace, 
he was met with: the Body of the, Commons, 
who having been: accuſtom'd ' to: flatter wy 

Us 
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was fought; he was very deſirous” of ſeeing the 


yup, © oo yu. bis Pos fog wy faks O% pens cs, wok Aw uw yy ws» y> fry = fads wane oy A 


may_=_ FF 5> ff OY rok A, foo # / am , 


Chap. IV. VITELLIUS IX. 


Authority , without conſidering Trath or Fal- 
ſhood, highly applauded and bleſs'd their new 
Emperor ; 'and when he deny'd the Name of 
Auguſtus, they conftrain'd him to accept' of it ; 
and he now took /it with as much Vanity as he 
had before refus'd ic. Theſe firſt Solemnities be- 


ing finiſh'd, he immediately after caus'd himfelt - 


to be choſen Pontifex Maximus, and to be made 
perpetual Conſul 3 and took upon him ſuch Ho- 
nours and Dignities as he thought good, command- 
| ing Magiſtrates to be choſen Ten Years before 
| they,enter'd upon their Offices; which Arbitrary 

Proceedings ſoon procur'd him the Hatred of the 
City. And thinking by his Induſtry to have pro- 
long'd his Life, he baniſh'd from Rome and Iraly 
all the Judicial Aſtrologers call'd Mathematicians, 
becauſe they had ſaid, That his Reign ſhou'd mot 
continue @ Year compleat 5 and he was fo highly 
incens'd againſt *em , That if Information were 
made againſt any one of that Profeſſion, he im- 
mediately order'd him to be Executed, without 
hearing of the Party. Shortly after the publiſh- 
ing of his Edit for their Baniſhment by the 
firlt of Ofober, a Writing was ſet up in the Forum 
to this effect : We, in the Name of the ancient Chal- 
deans, give Warning to Vitellius Germanicus to d4e- 
part the World by the Calends of the ſaid October. 
That it might appear to all what Example he de- 
lign'd to follow in his Government, he publickly 
dacrific'd to the Manes of Nero, in a general Af- 
ſembly of the Prieſts in the Campus Martins : And 
at a folemn Feaſt, being much pleas'd with a Per- 
lon playing upon the Harp, he commanded him 
to ling ſomething in the Praiſe of Domitins; 
whereupon the./Harper beginning one of Nero's 
Songs, he immediately leap'd up, and gave the 


firſt Tokens of -Applauſe. 
| N 4 In 
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In this manner Virel/zzs began his |Empire; 
wherein 'the principal Afﬀairs of State were .ma- 
nag'd by the Counſel or Capricio of Player, 
Charioteers, and ſuch contemptible Perſons, a- 
mong which 4fraticus his Freed-Man, and memo: 
rable for nothing but his Infamous' Life, had a 
principal Piace. He now abandon'd himſelf to 
ſuch Luxury and Profuſenefs, ro which -he had 
been accuſtom d in the Reigns of Caligala and 
Nero 5 eſpecially to Gluttony , (the abominable MW w 
Exceſs whereof turn'd him to. a very Monſter: WW 1 
For he uſually eat four or five -Mea!s each Day, WW te 
and the better to ſuſtain that courſe of Life, he I Ei 
brought his Body to a Habit of Vomiting when- MW m 
ever-he pleas'd. All his Meals were prodigiouſly 
expentive, tho' they were "not always at his own I ec 
Charge ; for he frequently invited himſelf ro his IM tl 
Friends, to a Breakfaſt in one Place, to a Dinner IM !y 
in another, to a Supper in a third, all in the MW n 
ſame Day, and they generally entertain'd him af- JW ti 
ter {uch a ſumpruous manner, that each Treat MW H 
ſeldom coſt lefs than Ten Thouſand Crowns. MW & 
Burt the moſt memorable Supper made for him MW 4 
was by his Brother, at his firſt Arrival at Rome, MW a 


in which were Two Thouſand ſeveral Diſhes ':of: IM n 


Fiſh, and Seven Thouſand of Fowl ſerv'd up, the / 
moſt valuable that cou'd be procur'd : Yer his' it 
own Profuſeneſs exceeded all this at the Dedicati- Ml { 
on of that Charger, which, by treaſon of irs vaſt h 
Capacity, he term'd Minerva's Target 3 in which Ml { 
was a rich Olio made of the Sounds of the Fiſh IM d 
call'd Scarri, the Brains of Pheaſants and Peacocks, b 
the Tongues 'of a Bird call'd Phenicopreras, and Mt i 
the Spawn of Sea-Lampreys, brought from the Ml \ 
Carpathian Sea to the furthermoſt iGoalts of Spain. Ml & 
Nor was he more inſatiable thanksefſeaſonable mn F 
his Gluttony, not being able ro@entain go” : 
vo 


Chap. IV. VATELIAEAUS IX. 


daring the: time he was at Sacrifice, from pluck- 
ing the Entrails, Corn and Meal, half roaſt and 
parch'd, out of the Fire, to devour 'em. Tacitus 
reports, that no Perſon in this Emperor's Court, 
ſought to raiſe themſelves by Vertue or Abilities, 
theonly Way to Preferment, being by prophane 


reror 3 who conſidering nothing but the preſent 


waſted above ſeven Millions of our Money, and 
ruin'd many Cities and Families. ſo that I iobus 
tells us, that if he had reign'd. long , the whole 
Empire wou'd not have been ſufficient to have 
maintain'd his Gluttony. 


- During theſe Pleaſures and afterwards, he ex- 
ecuted barbarous Cruelties, fuch as demonſtrated. 


that Nero was his Example ; and he was ſocager- 
ly bent towards all Sanguinary Acts, that he pu- 


| niſh'd all forts of People with Deach, and upon 


the ſmalleſt Occaſions. There was no Fraud nor 
Hypocrifie which he left unpractis'd to deſtroy 
fuch Perſons of Quaiity as had formerly been, his 
Aflociates and - School-Fellows ; carefling them 
at firſt, and giving them a Share in the Govern- 
ment, till he ſhortly found Pretences to ruin 'em. 
And going to viſit one of 'em in a. violent - Fe- 
ver, upon his deliring to drink, he mingled Poy- 
fon with cold Water, and deliver'd it to him with 
his own Hands. He ſeldom or never excusd 
ſuch Uſurers, Scriveners or Publicans, as deman- 
ded Payment of his former Debts; of which Num- 
ber one coming to Salute him, he commanded 
him to be put -to Death immediately ; but his 
Mind ſuddenly changing, he ſent for him back; 
But as this Action was applauded by thoſe about 
him, as a Signal Piece of Clemency, he causd 
him to be executed before his Face, declaring, 

That 


Banquets and Sumptuous 'Treats. made to the Em- 


Enjoyment of- his Pleaſures, in four Months time. 
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CIS x. 


That he defign'd only to feed his Eyes with the Speflat, 
Having condemn'd another to Death, he exec. 
ted his ewo Sons with him, only for their preſu. 
ming to intercede for their Father. A Roma 


Knight likewiſe being hal'd away to his Puniſh 


ment, and' crying out to the Emperor, that he hal 
made him hs Heir 5 he caus'd him to produce 'his 
Will, and finding himſelf only Co-Heir with ano- 
ther Friend of the Teſtator's, to make the In- 
heritance fully ſecure, he commanded both to he 


executed. He likewiſe put ſeveral of the mean- 


er fort to Death, only for deriding the Coloursof 
ſome Charioteers whom he favour'd, ſuppoſing 
that they did it in Contempt of Him, and that 
they durſt not have been fo audacious, but upon 


the Hopes of a Revolution. He was ſuſpected 


alſo to have been afliſting in his Mother's Death, 
having commanded that no Meat ſhou'd be given 
her, under pretence it wou'd injure her by reaſon 
of her Sickneſs ; being induc'd to this by the Pre- 
di&tions of an old Woman, whom he believ'd as 
an Oracle, and who had told him, Thar if be 
ſurviv'd bs Mother, he ſhou d Reign many Years i 
Happineſs and Security. Theſe horrid Vices. only 
feem'd to put him in Mind of his exalted State, 
for elſe ſo ſtrange'a Stupidity had ſeiz'd on him, 


that if others had not known him to be the Em-' 


peror, he himſelf wou'd have foon forgot it. He 
accounted all Bitter that was wholfom and bene- 
ficial , ſuffering nothing but what was pleaſant 
and intoxicating ; and fortifying himſelf with 
confus'd Mirth and Sottiſhneſs, againſt all Dan- 
vers and Exigencies, he loſt the very Remem- 
brance of Things paſt, and the thoughts of things 
ro” come ; not-the leaſt mention of War was 
made before him; and the Rumour and Diſcourſe 
of it was ſtrictly forbidden inthe City. 

Vitellims 
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Virellius having by his abominable Life made 
imſelf odious to the City, and by the daily In- 
Jencies and Cruelties of his Soldiers inſuppor- 
able to the Country ; the Legions in the Ezxff, 
ho! in the Beginning of his Reign, they refus'd 
ot his Authority , now began to revolr, and 
ortly after unanimouſly refolv'd to make Veſpa- 
in their Emperor.  Veſpaſian had proceeded with 
vreat Bravery and Renown againſt the perfidious 
ys, and had reduc'd moſt of their Country 
xcept Jeruſalem, when he heard of the Death of 
ro, and the Succeflipn of Galba; which caus'd 
im to defer his deſignfd Enterpriſe againſt Feru- 
alem, ſending his Son Titzs to know Galba's Plea- 
ſure. Titus was fo long ſtopp'd by contrary Winds, 
hat upon his Arrival onthe Coaſts of Achaia._ in 
Greece, he underſtood of Galba's Death, and Otho's 


to his Father in Fudzza. And during the-civil 
Conteſts between Ortho and Virtellins, Veſpafgan con- 
tinu'd Neuter , tho' he acknowledged Or 
Emperor, till Vitell;us obtain'd ther Victory andthe 
Empire ; a Matter no ways pleaſing to him nor 
the Commanders in the EZaft, all highly difliking 
ſo vicious a-Man, - and fo corrupt a Governour as 
Vitelius So that when the Day came 'wherein 
they were. to ſwear Allegiance to the new Em- 
peror, in the preſence of Yeſpaſian, they perform'd 
the Solemnity with great Silence and Heavi- 
neſs. And now 'Veſpaſian renewing the War in 
Julza with great Fame and Honour, and having 
oly'd upon the- Siege of Feru/alem ;- the Mur- 
murings and Difcontents increas'd againſt the 
new Emperor, not only in Yeſpa/rar's Army, but 
likewiſe in thoſe of Syria and e£pypr , as alſo 
n the other Legions of the Za/*; infomuch that 
they all fixed their: Eyes upon Ye/paſian, as a _ 
on 
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fon moſt Worthy of the higheſt Authority, and 
moft able to put. an End to: the Miſeries of. his 
Country, refolving to create him Emperor againſt 
Vitellizs, This Deſign was favour'd and. promo- 
ted by the News they receiv'd;. that the Legionsin 
Mefia and Pannenia had the ſfarge Reſolution ;-for 
they being, upon their March to-Orbo's Afliftance, 
and Ew th, 16 
tura'd back, retuſing Obedience to Vitellius, whom 
they hated, declaring themſelves ſhortly aiter. for 
Veſpafian. Upon theſe Motions there paſs'd ſe 
veral Meſſages and Letters berween Alexander, Go- 
vernour of egypt, and! Mutiavzs Governour of 
Sjris, a Perſon of great Renown both in War 


(- 


7 
= wh: 


and Peace ; who concluded. that Ye(pa/ian ſhou'd 
be Emperor, tho' he utterly: refusd it. And this 
Matter being thus promoted, Alexander made the 
| Veſpaſian firſt Overture ; and, Yeſpaſian was  proclaim'd 


created Empe- Emperor in his Abſence at Alexandria;. all the Ar- 


ror by the Ea= my confirming it with extrordinary Applauſe, and * 


ſtern Legions. payingheir accuſtom'd Homage. 


... About, eight Days after..this, YVeſps/iar's Army 


likewiſe proclaim'd him ,Emperor,; and - intreated 
kim to accept of the. Governmear, which he re- 
folutely retus'd upon many, Accounts; - which oc- 
caſion'd ſeveral ſecret.. Conferences between him 
and his Friends, to whoa he.urg'd che many Dit 
ficulties and Dangers that-attended 1o great an, En- 
rerpriſe ,, particularly, That # all Civil Diſjentiors 
the Faith of Soldiers is perpetually wavering ; there- 
fore it wou d be indiſcraet,.. as well- as diſhonqurable, to 
bazard bimſelf and his Reputation, to gain Empire; t 
this Age. That Wars of this Nature require infinite) 
more Vigour and Reſolution than . all others : For in Pyi- 
wate Enterpriſes a Perſon. may proceed, and. ſtop where 
he pleaſes; but in gaining a Crown, there is no Mt 
dium between the State of a Þrince, ; and. the Death of 

/ 
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ltanding of his Defeat and Death, re- | 
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4 Traitor. The: more that Veſpaſian declin'd his 
own Promotion, and the Ambition of an Em- 
pire, the more his Lieutenants endeavour'd to con- 
firm in him the Facility of the Attempt,and the Duty tm= 
cumbent upon him,to free the State from an uſurping Ty- 


rant, and an Army of Robbers, nt Soldiers. Beſides: 


theſ> private Counſels Mutianus told him openly 
and in Publick, That the Roman State 2.25 now 
ſo miſerably degenerated by means of its corrupt Gover= 
mours, that after your atchieving ſo many glorious Ex- 
phoits, you muſt expect no Safety; for bow many re- 
nov d Perſons have of late been deſtroy'd, only becauſe 
their Merits and Vittories diſtinguiſh'd *em from the 
Vulgar : So that formerly, ſeeking the Empire might 
have been term'd Ambition and Treaſon ; but now the 
Empire muſt be your only Refuge and Santtuary. We 
riſe not againſ® Auguſtus, a Perſon of that profound 


I:/ioht and Prudence, nor againſt the Vary old Age of 


Tiberius, nor againſt the Houſe of Caligula, Clat- 
dius and Nero, rooted by ſo many Deſcents into the 
Empire : You alſo gave place to the Antiquity of Gal 
ba's Family ; but to ſleep now, and to abandon the State 
to be thus abominably polluted, and miſerably ruin'd, 
is an unpardonable Piece of Sloth and Cowardice ; tho: 
your living in this Slavery, were ahvays as ſafe as it 
is diſhonourable. We are to meet an Enemy enervate 

with Licentiouſngſs, Armies diſſolu'd in Eaſe and Ligeu- 
ry, and the wery March of our Forces will immediately 
diſcloſe all the ſecret Diſtempers of the preſent Gowern- 
ment : Nor do I rely more upon your Vigilance and 
Conduff, than upon the Stupidity and Cruelty of Vi 
tellius. And more than all, this our Cauſe is far more 
Juſtifrable in War than in Peace 5 for they who delibe= 
rate to Rebel , have already RebelFd. Afﬀtcer this 
Speech, the reſt came more boldly about him, 


exhorting and perfwading him, and laying be- - 


fore him the Oracles and Prophecies, and the fa- 
| vourable 
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vourable Aſpects of the Heavens; - till finding all 
Ways ineffectual, his Soldiers forc'd and compell'q 
him with their drawn Swords, threatning him 
with immediate Death if he refus'd the Empire, 


as Foſephwms and ſome others teſtifie. Whereupon 
V:ſpaſian took upon him the Imperial Authority, 


and ſhortly after all the Armies in the Eaſt came 


to his Obedience and Service; as likewiſe did 
thoſe of Muezſia, Pannonia, Noricum and Dalmatia, 
All things ſucceeding thus profperouſly on Yeſpa- 
frar's Side, he call'd a Council of War, with Mu 
tianns, Alexander, and his Son Titzs ; where it was 
decreed, that Tiras ſhou'd continue the Wars a- 
gainſt the Fews ; that Mutianus with all poflible 
Diligence, ſhou'd wich the greateſt part of the 
Legions enter 1raly ; and that Veſpaſian ſhou'd go 


' to Alexandria to make Proviſion from all Parts, and 
with a greater Power to paſs over into Italy, there 


to joyn Mutianus as Occaſion ſhou'd require it : 
All which Deſigns were ſpeedily and diligently put 
in Execution. 

At the ſame time the Mz/ian Legions hearing of 
Matianus's delign'd Expedition , choſe Antoni 
Primus for their Commander, an excellent Sol- 
dier, who had been baniſh'd by Nero and reſtord 
by Galba, and haſtned into Italy before Mutianw 
cou'd arrive ; either with Deſign of, ſhewing their 
extraordinary Readineſs to ſerve Yeſpaſian, or in 
hopes of getting the Plunder of that Country. 
Great Preparations on the Emperors fide were 


made againit all theſe threatning Storms, and tho' 


he himſelf was ſo bury'd in Luxury, as to have 
but ſmall Concern for the Publick, yet his two 
chief Commanders, YValens and Czcinna, at firlt 
us'd great Diligence and Expedition, both in op- 
poling the coming down of Anthony from Meſia, 


and in preventing the Landing of Mutianus, whom 
| | tney 
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they expected ſhortly in I:aly. But as Anthony had 
already. enter'd the Nor:h-We/# Parts of Italy, Ce- 
cinza with the principal Forces of Vitellius, haſt- 
ned his March towards him, and arriv'd at Cre- 
mona not far diſtant from the Enemy ; but Con- 
fidering the Effeminate Softneſs of his Army, he 
harkned to the Friendly Advice ſent him by 4n- 
thony, and perſwaded his Soldiers, »ot to truſ# torbe 
enfeeb]'d Power of Vitellius, but to yield to the Merits 
of Veſpaſian, while they coud do it with the greateſt 
Advantage and Security, Whereupon with ſome 


Reluancy, they ſwore Allegiance to Veſpaſian ; 


but as this Action was inconiiderate, ſo was their 
Repentance ſudden, and their Iodgnanay ſo vio- 
len, that they immediately impriſon'd their Ge- 
neral as a Traytor, and exhorted 4nthmy to em- 
brace the Emperor's Quarrel. Notwithſtanding 
they were without a General, in the Heat of their 
Fury, they reſolv'd to engage the Enemy ; and 
Marching diretly towards Anthony , without a 
Leader, almoſt ftarvd with Hunger and Cold, 
they fell in wich him about the third Hour of the 
Night, preſſing forwards with Great Rage and Ob- 
ftinacy. Anthony was ready to receive *em, and 
the Fight continu'd all Night very doubtful and 
cruel, with great Slaughter ſometimes on one Side, 
and ſometimes on the other ; and there cou'd not 
be imagin'd a more dreadful Diſorder and Confu- 
ſion than at preſent,proceeding from the loud Out- 
cries and Shreeks of the Soldiers, the uſeleſs Power 
of the Commanders, the ſmall Hopes of Glory, 
and the diſmal black Shades of the Night. Tous 
uncomfortable for both Parties, the Battel con- 
tinu'd till the Morning; at which time they knew 
. and talk'd with one another, intermitted the Fight, 
and gave Victuals to : one another, and after their 
Repaſts ingag'd a ſecond time. . But the Souldiers 
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on Anthony's ſide ſaluting, according to their cu« 
ftom, the riſing Sun, the Vize/lians immediately 
apprehended that Mutianus was afriv'd, and ſhort- 
ly after hetook themſelves to Flight to Cremons, 
loſing above 30000 Men. There freeing Czcinma 
from his Impriſonment, they procur'd him to make 
their Peace ; and the Mzſian Legions immediate- 
ately after, made ſeveral Attacks upon Cremona, 
and entring the Place , they laid it in Aſhes, 
uſing all imaginable Outrages and Barbaii- 
ties. 

Vitellius was wallowing in all manner of Luxu- 
ry and Exceſs, when the News of this great De- 
"& was brought to him ; at which he was ſoex- 
treamly ſtartl'd and irreſolute, that he became ri- 
diculous,to_all Men. Burt at laſt rouzing himſelf 
a little from his drowſie Life, and intoxicating 
Pleaſures, he order'd\ Fulius Priſcus and Alphenus Va- 
74s, with what Forces he cou'd procure, to guard 
the Narrow Paſſages of the Appennine Mountains, 
and prevent Anthony's March to Rome, reſerving 
conſiderable Forces to ſecure the City under his 
Brother Lucius. At laſt through the inſtant Im- 
portunities of his Army lying at Mevania, afſu- 
ming a great Train of Senators, partly upon Suit, 
and principally upon Fear, he repair'd to his Camp 
irre{olute of himſelf , and obnoxious to all un 
faithful Counſels. Nothing appear'd more ridicu- 
Jous to the Romans, than to ſee their Prince and 
Commander without Skill in Arms, void of Di- 
retion and Counſel, demanding of others in what 
Order to. March , what Diligence was requird 


for Diſcoveries, what Means was to be ob- 


ſerv'd to carry on the War, and upon every fly- 
ing Rumour fearful in Countenance, and- trem- 
bling- in Body, and beſides all, moſt commonly 


drunk. Ac length growing weary of his Cam, 
all 
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and underſtanding of the Revolt of his Fleet at 
Miſemm, he return'd to Rome, ever fearful of the 
laſt Blow, and always careleſs of the principal 
Concern: But his Fears daily.increafing,he thought 
of a Compoſition with Ye/paſian; and being offer'd 
by Letters from Anrhony and Mutianus, that if he 
wou'd peaceably reſign the Empire, his Life ſhou'd 
be granted him, and a Place and a Revenue fuf- 
ficient for his Maintenance. Hereupon in Decem- 
ber, he departed out of his Palace in deep Mourn- 
ing, with his Servants all ſad and weeping about . 
him; and his little Son carry'd ina ſmall Chair, as 
if it were to his Burial: All Perſons that hadany 
Senſe of humane Inſtability, were mov'd at this 
Obje& , to ſee an Emperor of Rome, juſt before 
Lord of the Univerſe, to abandon the Seat of his 
State, and to ſink to nothing. Tagjtus obſerves 
that ſudden Violence deſtroy d Fulius Ceſar, and 
ſecrer Conſpiracy Caligula ; Night and the 
obſcure Corner of a Country Houſe cover'd Ne- 
ro's Flight; Piſo and Galba dy*'d as it were in the 
Field ; but Vitellius in the Aſſembly of his own 
People, and amidſt his: own Soldiers. Having ut- 
ter'd ſome Words agreeable to his preſent Misfor- 
tune, That he gave Place in regard of Peace, and the 
Good of the Republick, only deſiring them toreturn ſome 
Remembrance of him, and take pity of hs Brother, his 
Wife and young Children ; at length overcome with | 
Tears, he ofter'd his Sword to Czcilius the Conſul, Vitellius of- 
ſurrendring thereby Power of Life and Death rs to reſent: 
over the Citizens. Which when the Conſul re- #9 £7276 
fusd to accept, he departed, prot:ſting, That he 
2ou'd lay down all his Regalities in the Temple of Con- 
cord, and ſo as a private Man retire to his Brother's 
Houſe ; but being ftopp'd 2nd hinder'd by the Sol- 
diers and others, not knowing what to do, or 
how to proceed; he return'd to his Palace. a 

| T ()  Vitdllius 
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Vitellius the next Day taking Courage from the 
Promiſes and Proteſtations of the Soldiers and Ci- 

Zens, chang'd his Determination; which extream- 

ly mov'd Sabinss, Governour of the City, as ha- 

ving” been very forward in promoting the Reſig- 
nation ; and underſtanding that ſome of V;rellins's 

Party came to murder him in his Houſe, he by 

the Inducement of his Friends, with ſome Senators 

and Equites, feiz'd on the Capitol, and was imme- 
diately belieg'd by the Vitellian Soldiers; fo that 
Rome as well as Italy, now felt the fatal Miſeries 

of Civil Conteſts. The next Morning the Capi- 

to was aifaulted with great Fury ; tut it being 
weakly provided, it was defended with no Cou- 

rage nor Order : And as in ſuch ſudden Misfortune 

it ofcen happens,that ail will dire& and command, 

and few wiil obey and execute ; fo by means of 

l ill Fighting, and worſe Directing, after a hloody 
The Capitol Conteſt, the Cayire! was enter'd by Force, and 


burnt the ſe by the Fury of the Soldiers, that Glorious Edifice 


cond Lime. was laid in Aihes.; the moſt deplorable Misfor- 
tune, as Tucitus lays, and the moſt deteſtable 
Fact that ever befeli the Roman People ſince the 
City was founded. Young Domitian, Nephew to 
Sabinus, and Son to Veſpaſiam, elcap d by Flight, 

but all the reſt were--put . to tae Sword, except 
Sabinus, whom the Soldiers took Priſoner , and 
ſhortly after executed him by the Command of 
Vitellius. Soon after the Death of Sabinus, Vitel- 
lius underſtanding of nthbony's March towards Rome 

and of Muiianuss Arrival in Traly, he again be- 

can to ſcek for Peace, and fent Letrers and Meſ- 


ſengers tro nthony to beg for a Compolure ; and: 


hegrew ſo timorous and dejected, that he likewiſe 
ſent the Veſtal Virgins, as in a Caſe of the great- 
eſt Extremity. But Anthony being inrag'd art the 
Peath of Sabinus, and the Deſtruction of the or 

| | pito 
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pitel, woud hearken to no Treaty, nor come 
to any Compolition, but. continu'd his March 
even to the Walls of Rowe, where the Vitellian 
Forces expected him, refolutely determining to 
defend themſelves to the* laft. So there being 
both within and without numerous Armies of the 
beit Soldiers in the World, 4nthony attack'd the 
City on three ſides, and the Vzrellians fally'd out 
in as many ; and there began at each of '*em the 
moſt cruel Battel that ever the Romans fuſtain'd, 
the Flavians being elevated by their frmer Con- 
quelits, and the Vire!lians ſupported by Fury and 
Deſpair. After the Batre!s had continu'd a whole 
Day, the latter were driven into the City, and a 
dreadful Slaughter of 'emm made in the Campus 
Martias, and the Streets. The Pzople ftood by 
and look'd on as they fought; and as at ſome re- 
 markt]e Game or Paitime clapp'd their Hands, 
incouraging ſomerimes one Party, and ſomerimes 


the other, and when either fide turn d their Backs, 


and hid themſelves in Houtes or Shops, they 
cry'd to have 'em pluck'd our and kilt'd, and fo 
gain'd themſelves the greate!t part of the Prey : 


For wile tne Soldiers. were buſily employ d in 


Slaughter and Bioodihed, the Spoil fell to the 


thare of the common People. Tixroughour the 
whole City there was both a barbarous and a 
ſhamefal Spectacle; in one Place Slaying and 
Wounding , in another Tipling and Bathing ; 
here Strexms of Blood and Heaps of mangled 
Bodies, and hard by lewd Debauchees, and 
thameleſs Strumpets ; in ſamm, ail the abomi- 
nable Licentiouſneſs of a moſt diifoluce and rio- 
tous Peace, and alt the deplorable Miſeries of a 
molt dreadful and cruel Captivity. 


O 2 ' "Thus 
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Rome Sack'd., Thus was this mighty City, the Head and 
Empreſs of the World, taken by her own natural 
Subjects ; and as it was fatal to many Thouſands, 
ſo it was no leſs to Vitellizs himſelf, who with 
great Fear and Confuſion, retir'd privately to his 
Wite's Houſe on Mount Awventine, defigning to 
have fled that Night to Tarracma to his Brother, 
and the Cohorts there. But immediately chang- 
ing his Mind,and as it happens to Men in extream 
Danger, fearing all Things, and moſt diſliking 
the preſent, he return'd again to his Palace, now 
waſte and deſolate, even his baſeſt and meaneſt 
Servants being either fled away, or elſe purpoſely 
avoiding his Preſence. This unuſual Silence and 
Solitarineſs extreamly aſtoniſhd him ; and after 
much ſorrowful Wand ring and Wearineſs, he 
caſt himfelf into an obſcure cloſe Corner, from 
whence he was ſoon after pluckt out, by a Party 
of the Conqu'ring ſide. To whom he pretended 
he had Secrets of the higheſt Importance to dif- 
cover to Veſpaſian, and very ſervilely begg'd 'em 
to keep him, tho' in Priſon, till he came to Rome. 
But ail was in vain, for without attending any 
furcher Determination or Counſel, they bound 
his Hands behind him, throwing a Halter about 
his Neck, and tearing his very Cloaths off his 
Pack, they dragg d him half Naked into the Pub- 
lick Forum, through the main Street call'd 7s 
Sacra, upbraiding him all the time with a 'Thou- 
ſand opprobrious Words, and treating him with 
all imaginable .Indignities, tying his Hair back- 


ward, as is uſual to the moſt execrable Male- 


factors, and holding the Point of a Sword under 

- his Chin, leſt by bending down his Head he 
might prevent the ſhewing his Face: Some pelted 

him wich-Dung and Filth, others revil'd him with 

his Giuttony, others call'd him Incendiary, _—_ 

thers 
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thers reproach'd him with the Imperfe&ions of his 
Body, as being of an enormous Tallnefs, having 
a fiery red Face, a prodigious Belly, and a di- 
ſtorted Thigh ; till at length they brought him to 


the Gemonie, and kill'd him with many Strokes virellins 
and Wounds; from whence they dragg'd him /ain. 


with a Hook, and with all poſſible Ignominy 
threw him into the Tiber. This was the diſgrace- 
ful End of Vitellius, the Ninth Emperor of Roe, 
in the 57th Year of his Age, after a ſhort Reign 
of eight Months and five Days, tho" Suetonias 
ſeems to aſcribe a longer Reign to him; a Reign 
which, together with his two Predeceſlors,. Gala 
and Ortho, makes not much above eighteen 
Months 5; which occaſion'd fome Writers not to 
put 'em into the Catalogue of Emperors, and Plu- 
ztarch to compare em to Kings in Tragedlies, 
wiich laſt no longer than the time that they ap- 
pzar upon the Stage. The Death of this Empe- 
ror was accompany'd with that of his Brother 
Lucius Vitellius, and his only Son, which may be 
laid to be an Addition to the Puniſhment of this 
Ulurper and Tyrant; a Perſon whoſe Life was 
moſt Impious, whoſe Advancement was moſt 
Villainous, whoſe Adminiſtration was moſt Odi- 
ous, and whoſe Death was moſt Tenominious. 
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CHAR: V. 


From the Neath of V itellius, 7o the Death of 


Veſpaſian, the Tenth F mperor, who reſtor'd 
the Empire in a great meaſure to its former 
Glory Y. 


2? <A the ſpace of about Ter Tears, 


z: * HE Death of Vitdiius, and the Over- 


throw of his Party, rather finith'd the 

War than began a Peace., Far tic Conquerors 
purfu'd their Enemies througiout the Ciry with 
implacable Hatred and Fury ; tie Streets Were 
inhumanly pavy'd with dead Carcaites, the ſacred 
Tempics, and publick Piaces diſmaiiy embru'd 
with Biood ; every Man lying Slain where it was 
his Fortune to be overtaken, without. diftinction 
of Place or Perſon: And Licentio.fnels increa- 
ling, they began to ſearch Houſes, and drag out 
ſuch as were hid, nailacring ail Soidters, and all 
others whom tncy ignocantly or malicioully ac- 
counted ſuch ; fariating themſelves while their 
Choler continu'd freſh, with nothing bur Blood 
and Deſtruction. Bur as the Heat of their Rage 
and Fury was afllwag'd. they converted their 
Cruelty 1Nto Coveroutneſs ; ſuffering no Cloſct 
to Ccap2 unriied, nor no f{ccret Place unſearch d, 
pretending g that the Vitellians were conceal'd there; 
which was a ſpecious Pretence of breaking open 
all Houlcs, and if Reſiſtance were made, a fair 
occalion of new Maittacres. Belides the Soldiers, 
the Mob, and beggarly SCL mM ot the People, now 
with the foremoſt, grew triumphant in Pilunder- 
ing and Villainies ; ſome of the lewdeſt Bond- 


2 
Men 
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Men voluntarily diſcover'd their Wealthy Maſters ; 
ſome were detected by their own Friends ; :dread- 
ful Lamentations and Outcries were heard in eve- 
rv Street, and the City appear'd as a Place ex- 
pos'd and abandon'd to the furious Ravages of a 
mercileſs Enemy : Infomuch that the Infolencies 
occation'd by the Riotous Soldiers of O:ho and V;- 
telliias, fo much deteſtes before, were now ac- 
counted inconſiderable Evils comparatively with 
the preſent Calamities. Among many Perſons of 
the higheit Rank, t'e late Emperor's Brother Lu- 
cixs was put to Death; a Perſon in Vices equal to 
his Brother, yet far more vigilant in his Reign; 
and not fo much Partaker with him in his Pro- 
ſperity, as viotently carry'd away with the cur- 
rent of his Adverſity.. But ſhortly after, at the 
Arrival of Mmutianzs to the City, and rhe return 
of Domitian, who had ab{conded fince the Death 
of his Uncle Sabinus, and the Burning of the 


Capitol, the Mutders and Ravages in the City 


V9. 


ceas'd, and there began ſome Order to appear in 


tie State. 

The Senate was Aﬀembl'd, and Teſpaſian de- 
clar'd Emperor by the unanimous confent of all, 
the Lex Regia being renew d to him in particular; 
and the ſame Power WINCH Haupuſtus, Tiberimns, and 
tie reſt enjoy d, was confirm'd to him as Hered1- 
tary. A Fragment of this Law 1s ſtiil extant ; 


C \ 


which, by reaſon of its ſhewing the Extent of 
the Authority of Veſpaſian, and all other Empe- 
rors, T have here inflerted as follows : Let it be Iaw- 
ful for Him to make a League with whom he pleaſes, 
a it was lawful to Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius Julius 
Czſar Auguſtus, and Tib. Claudius Czfar Au- 
guſtus Germanicus, &'c. As alſo to hold the Senate, 
make Report,. diſmifs, and make Senatuſconſulta, by 
Reporting and Separation, as it was lawful to Divus 
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Auguſtus, Tiberius Ju. Czſar Auguſtus, and Tib. 


Claudius Czfar Auguſtus Germanicus. Advreover, 
when as by his Will, Authority, Command, or Man- 
aate, or he being preſent, the Senate ſhall be AſſembU'd, 


it ſhall be as effectual, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if 


the Senate had been Aſſembl'd or held by Law. More- 
over, whomſoever he ſhall commend to the Roman 
Senate or People, that ſtan for any Magiſtracy, Power, 
Command, or Charge, or to whomſoever he ſhall give 


or promiſe his Suffrage, let him be conſider d beyond the . 


u/ual Form in the Comitia. As alſo it may be lawful 


for him to inlarge the Pomzrium, if he think it con- 


wenient for the Commun-wealth, or agreeable to the 
LTajeſty of all Things Divine or Humane, Publick or 
Private, let hin have Right and Authority to att and 
do, fo as it was lawful for Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius 
Ju. Czſar Auguſtus, and Tib. Claudius Czfſar Au- 
guſtus Germanicus. Moreover, from ſuch Laws and 
Plebiſcita as iz was Ordain'd, that Divus Auguſtus, 
Tiberius Ju. Czfar Auguſtus, and Tib. Claudius 
Czſar Auguſtus Germanicus ſhou'd be freed from 
thoſe Laws and Plebiſcita , Jet rhe Emperor 'Cefar 
Veſpaſian be freed. 


iar Auguſtus Germanicus ought to do, let it be law- 


ful for the Emperor Ceſar Velpaſian Auguſtus to 4o 


them all. Moreover, what Things ſoever that before 
tte Rogatio of this Law were acted, done, decreed, or 
commanded by the Emperor Czfar Veſpaſian Augu- 
itus, or by any other, by wirtue of his Command or 
Mandate, let them be held as Fuſt and Valid, as if 
they kad been done by Command of the People or Com- 
»ons. Aﬀter which follows the San#ion in theſe 
words. IF any Perſon by Virtue of this Law has dune 


er ſhall do any Thing againſt the Laws, Rogationes, 


Plebiſcita, «r Senatuſconſulta, or ſhall nor do what 


And what Things ſoever, by . 
what Law or Rogatio ſoever Divus Auguſtus, T1- * 
| berius Ju. Ceſar Auguſtus, and Tib. Claudius Ca- 
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be ought to have done according to any Law, Rogatio, 
Plebiſcitum, or Senatuſconſultum, and that by 
Virtue of this Law, let no Damage from thence happen 
to hins ; neither let him owe any thing to the People for 
this Matter, nor let any have an Attion againſt him, 
nor let any Perſon judge him, nor permit the Matter to 
be debated before him. Many Couriers were imme- 
diately diſpatch'd to Veſpaſian, now at Alexandria 
in Egypt, to yield Obedience to him in behalf of 
the Senate, and to deſire his Return to Roe z 
but the Winter being dangerous for Sailing, he 
_— his Voyage to a more convenient Sea- 
on. 

The Civil Miſeries of Rome it ſelf were now at 
an End, but ſuth violent Commotions were rais'd 
in Gaul and Germany, as extreamly endanger'd the 
Peace and Safety of the Empire. Theſe were 
firſt occaſion'd before the Death of Vizellius by 
the crafty Inſtigations of Claudius Civilis, a Perſon 
of great Deſigns, and of as great Reputation a- 
mong his Countrymen the Batavians in the Lower 
Germany, who having been ſent in Chains to Nero, 
| and freed by Galba, came into danger under Vi- 


 tellius, the Army inſtantly demanding his Death. 


Belides his Country-Men, now the Inhabitants of 
Holland, he excited his Neighbours the Caninafate 
to this Rebellion 3 and by ſecret Meſſages and 
large Promiſes drew over the Auxiliaries of Bri- 
tain, and the Batavian Cohorts, then quarter'd at 
Moguntiacum now Mentz. Theſe drove out and 
deitroy'd the Roman Garriſons, Overthrew Aqui- 
lizs, Captain of the advanc'd Guard; and after 
him Mumminas Lupercus the Lieutenant. Herennius 
Gallus endeavouring to prevent the March of theſe 
Cohorts, was likewiſe worſted by *em; and as 
Vitellius had drein'd theſe Parts of Soldiers againſt 
O:ho and Veſpaſian, Civilis for a time met with 

but 
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but ſmall Reſiſtance. Having gather'd togeths 


2 conſiderable Force, for a more colourabþ 


Pretence he caus'd his Army to ſwear to Veſp, 
fan, and belieg'd ſuch as refus'd in the old Camp; 
after which the Romans Mutining againſt Hordonin 
their General, the Command was given to Yoculs 
an eminent Soldier, and Herennius Gallus was made 
his Lieutenant. Vocula in his firſt Engagement 
with Civils was obligd to Retreat, but in a k& 
cond he Overthrew him, tho' without any Pro- 
ſped of finiſhing the War; for the News of /; 
te/lias's Death through Gaul and Germany increas 
the Diſorders and Commotions in all Parts. And 
now C:vils, without any Pretence of Friendſhip 
to Veſpaſian, by his Deportment 'ſhew'd himſelf 
an Enemy to the Romans in general; and the Sol. 


. diers of Vitellizs, by reaſon of their ill Actions, 


rather choſe an external Servitude, than the Go- 
vernment of Veſþaſian : The Gauls likewiſe took 
new Courage and Reſolution, interpreting the 
Burning of the Capitd! to prefage the Ruine and 
Deſtruction of the Empire. Whereupon the Tre- 
wviri, and the Lingones, two confiderable Nations 
Revolted, and all Gau/ was in a tottering and un- 
ferti'd Condition 5; and what ftill prov'd more 
dangerous, the Legions themfeives were corruptcd, 
and became 'Iraytors to their Country, a thing 
unknown till now among the Romans. Having 
murder'd Vocula their General, they perfdiouſlly 
took an Oath to the Empire of Gaul; and to theſe 
other Legions in ſeveral Places joyn'd themlſeives, 
ſome being beſieg'd upon neceflity, and afterwards 
cut in Pieces by Civilz, according to their Deſerts. 
And theſeDiſturbancesencreaſing, Julius Sabinus,one 
of the Revolters taking upon him the name of Cz/ar, 


Jed a numerous and diſorderly Body of Men againlt 


the Sequani, who not refuſing Battel routed the con- 
fus'd Multitude,and put Sabinus to Flight. Theſe 


at 
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Theſe dangerous Diſturbances being reported 


at Rome with Enlargements, the Senate were 1n a 
great Conlternation , and Mutianus had no lefs 


Concern upon him, who together with Veſpaſian's 


Son Domitian er farward. for the War, with great 
celerity diiparching four Legions towards Germa- 
7, under the Command of Petilius Cereals. By 
which time the Gauls, principally by the Means 
of Pulius Vindex, began to contider and reflect on 
the mighty Power of the Romans, and at length 
approv d rather of a fervite Peace than a dange- 
rous and fatai War ; Cereals alſo gave the Trevirs 
a great Overthrow, and moſt of the Revolters 
return'd ro' Obedience. Shortly after which, he 
came to a general Battel with Civilzs and his Af- 
ſociate Claſjicus, in the Bezinning of which he 
was much overpower'd, for the Legions began to 
be broken, the Cavalry were put to Flight, and 
his Bridge over the River Mo/ella poileſs'd by the 
Enemy ; yet after all thele great Diſadvantages, 
Cerealzs by his extraordinary Care and Diligence 
recover d all, and not only routed the Enemy, 
bur aifo took and deitroy': their Camp. Mutia- 
ns and Domitian rec:iv d News of this Succeſs 
beiore their Arrival at the Alps, and Mutianus 
perlwaded the other againſt proceeding in their 
March, well knowing his ambitious and haughty 
Temper, which al:eady had diſclos d it ſelf to 
the diſquicting of the City 5 but his Advice not 
lucceeding, he went with him as far as Lyezs out 
of Compliance, from whence, as it is ſaid, Dozi- 


| 7:43 wrote privately to Cerealzs to deliver up his 
Army to him, that he might have an Opporcuni- 


ty of rebelling againſt his Father, or of rivalling 
his Brother Titus. But perceiving that he was 
contemn'd upon the Account ot his Youth, he 
carctully betook himſelf to fuch Courſes as —"_ 
e 
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| beſt conceal his Deſigns. Shortly after Civil re. bl: 
| cruited and augmented his Forces through Germa- Þſ ;,; 
Wl - »y, and Cereali alſo doubled his Strength ; where. if 
' upon ſeveral Engagements enſu'd, the Effects of 
which was an Accommodation. For the Batavi- 
ans were fo ſeverely chaſtis'd, that they gladly 
q accepted of a. Peace, as well as Civilz of a Par- 
£ | don, both of which being offer'd by the Roman Þ Þ 


Fl General. N 
I The fob E- During the time of theſe violent Commotions Þ 3 
Ll ruption of the in Germany and Gaul, thoſe Scythians calld Sarmate Þ 7 
[ft —_—_ Na ſuddenly paſs'd the River Ifer into Mezſia, and k 
is | purſu'd their March with ſo much Celeriry and { 
x Fury , that they deſtroy'd ſeveral of the Roman a 
| | ; Garriſons, together with Fonteius Agrippa the Lieu- { 
| 


tenant, after a valiant Reſiſtance, and waſted all 
1 the adjacent Countries with Fire and Sword. Ve- 
Ii {paſian hearing of this at Alexandria, and the Ra- 
| vages made in Mzſfia, ſent Rubrius Gallus to ſtem 
i _ this furious Torrent, by whom great Numbers 
\ | were flain in Battel, and the reſt driven with great 
| Terror into their own Country. The War being 
\Þ thus ſpeedily finiſh'd, the General, to prevent any 
= further Attempts, fortify'd the Places with ſtrong- 
| i er Garriſons and Forts, by which Means the Ene- 
# mies Paſlage became more impracticable. Theſe 
4 firſt Eruptions of the barbarous Northern Nati- 
[1 ons ought the more to be noted and obſerv'd, be- 
cauſe after fome Ages they over-ran and deſtroy'd 
| the Roman Empire. 
Veſpaſian continu'd ſeveral Months at Alexandria, 
where he receiv'd great Honours and Offers of 
bat Forces from many Foreign Potentates; and during 
BY | his Stay in that Place, this' remarkable Accident 
"Wi 15 related of him by the beſt Authors. A blind 
and a lame Man, of mean Condition, and of the 
vulgar Rank, preſenting themſelves to him as p 
ac 
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ſat upon his Tribunal, beſeech'd him moſt hum- 
bly, That he wou'd wouchſafe to cure *em, for they Bad 


| been admoniſh'd by their God Serapis in a Dream, that 


if be pleas'd but to ſpit upon the Eyes of one, and but 
touch the other with his Heel, both of *em ſhou'd recover 
and be cur'd. Veſpaſian doubting much of the Suc- 
ceſs, durſt not put it in Practice; till being over- 
rul'd by the Importunities and Perſwaſions of his 
Friends, he try'd both Mezans before the whole 
Afembly, and found the Perſons effecually cur'd. 
Before his Voyage to Rome he order'd his Son 
Titus to continue the Wars againſt the Fews, well 
knowing his extraordinary Skill and Valour ; and 
ſetting Sail from Alexandria, he touch'd at Rhodes, 


| and from thence paſling to Greece, he honour'd 


ſeveral Cities there with his Preſence, failing from 
thence to Iraly. Never any Prince in the World 
was more ardently expected, or more triumphant- 
ly receiv'd, than Veſpaſian ; all rightly judging 
Him to be a Perſon of thoſe Vertues and Excel- 
lencies as might beſt recover the languiſhing State 
of the Roman Empire. He was met many Miles 
from Rome by the Senate and Nobility of the Ci- 
ty, and by above half the Citizens, who were ſo 
defirous of ſeeing him, rhat they cou'd not con- 
tain themſelves in the City-Walls, fuch Tranſports 
of Joy appear'd in every Man's Face. The reſt 
recetv'd him at his Entrance with their Wives and 
all their Children ; and he was all the Way en- 
tertain'd with joyful Applauſes, and loud Accla- 


| Mmations, reſounding from many hundred thou- 


{and Months, and calling him their Benefa&or and 
Conſerwver, and the only Perſon worthy to be Emperor of 
the World. The whole City, as a Temple, was all 
hung with magnificent Garlands, and full of pre- 
cious Odours and Perfumes; and the infinite 
Throngs and Multitudes of People were ſuch, _- 

the 
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the Emperor with great Difficulty arriv'd at the 
Palace. 'The whole Body of the People were 
feaſted by their Tribes, Kindreds, and Neigh- 
bours ; and ſacrificing to their Gods, they re 
quelited, That Veſpafian might continue their Empern 
many Years, and his Son Titus after him, and that the 
Empire might never depart from his Linage. And 
Veſpafian, now Fifty nine Years of Age, began 
immediately to act conformably to the Hopes all hea 
Men had conceiv d of him, in adminittring Ju- bet 
ſtice, in reforming the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
Rome, honourably rewarding thoſe who had ſerv'd the 
him, and pardoning his Adverſaries with ſingulat (©? 


Clemency. | the 
The Miſeries of Jn the mean time Tritzs carried on the Wars tne 
*he Jews. againit the Fews, who now in a deplorable Man- IN '>" 

ner languiſh'd under all the Miſeries and Calami- he 

ties which poſhibly cou'd befall Mankind ; and, as ke 

our Bleſled Saviour told his Diſciples, ſuch as never c 

hapned from the Creation of the World to that time, 3 

or never ſhoud again. Famines, Plagues, Earth- 

quakes, Prodigies in Heaven and Earth, Voices, _ 

Armies fighting in the Air, and a Flaming Sword 4 

hanging over Feraſalem, were ſo many facal Pre (=? 

ſages of the Deſtruction of that Glorious City ws 

and Tempic now threatned by the Reman Eagles: W:. 

And certainly there never was a more fignal In- WW 

ſtance of a ſevere Vilitation from Heaven upon a 1 

People who by their obſtinate Blindneſs and Im- W774 

ieties had made :themſcives moſt miſerable Ob- ho: 
jects of Divine Wrath, and fully ripend chem- MW... 
ſelves for Vengeance. Before Tirzs's Expedition WW 
againſt Jeruſalem, the Fews were grievouſly em- WW 
broil'd in Factions and Diffentions, deitroying WM j, 


and robbing one another in all Parts ; at length ic. 
grear Numbers turaing open Robbers, chey aa iN 1 
ther'd together in whoie Troops, commirti4,; {uh 

| Ka 4266 
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Ravages and Cruelcies, as equall'd all the Misfor- 
runes they receiv'd from the Romans. Afterwards 
the Robbers loaden with Pillage and Plunder 
broke into Feru/alem it ſelf, where they not only 
confumd. the Proviſions of the People, bur fall'd 
the Ciry with miſerable Slaughters, Rapines, and 
Diſſentions. They caſt the Principal of the Cl- 
tizens into Priſon, and then pur 'em to Death un- 
heard ; pretending that they delign'd to have 
betray'd the Ciy to the Romans; yet after all 
theſe horrid Impieties, they boaſted of Zeal for 
the Law. of God, and the Cuſtoms of their Coun- 
try, and thereupon were term'd Zealots, Finding 
the People were ready to oppoſe *em with Arms, 
they retir'd to the 'Temple, where they made an 
ignorant Fellow call'd Phanizs High-Prieft, tho' 
he was not of the Sacerdotal Order; but they 
were ſharply reſiſted by 4nanm the High-Prieſt, 
who procur'd the People to riſe againſt *em, and 
forcd 'em into the Inward Part of the Temple. 
Upon which Exigency they ſent to the Idumeans, 
accuſing Ananas of wickedly deſigning the Betraying 
of bis Country, . and imploring their Attitance, /mce 
they themſelves, who fought for the Liberty of it, were 
nw cloſely beſieg'd. The Idumezans immediately came 
to the Number of Twenty thouſand Men, * who 
being let into the City by Means of the Zealots, 
together with them commirted mott infupporta- 


ble Outrages againſt the miſerable Inhabitants. 


They maflacred Eight. thouſand the firſt Night, 
and afterwards Twelve thouſand of the Nobility, 
among whom was Ananzs, belides an infinite 
Number of the Common Sort ; bur at length 
tie Idameans perceiving the Impieties of the Zea- 
kts, and that they had falfly accusd the Nobility, 


kt at Liberty Two thouſand whom they had im- 


parture 


prſon'd, and return d home. After whoſe De- 
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The Roman Hiſtory. Book |. 
parture, the Zealots renew'd their Rapines and 
Slaughters, and rag'd more cruelly than ever, 
eſpecially againſt ſuch as endeavour'd to fly to the 
Romans. : 

But ſhortly after the Zealors were divided 
among themſelves, by reaſon of one Fobn, who 
with a Seditious Party holding Giſcala, pretended 
to accept of thoſe Articles granted by Tits, and 
privately retired to Feru/alem. There joining with 
the Zealots, and becoming the principal Incendi- 
ary , he now affected Sovereign Power over the 
reſt, but was violently oppos'd by ſuch as before 
had been his Equals. Yet tho” they diſagreed in 
this Matter, they all accorded in plundering the 
People.; and Feru{alem being thus fill'd with Tu- 
multrs and Diſturbances, thoſe who were without 
the City had liberty to rob and pillage, and thoſz 
whoſe Towns were deftroy'd by theſe Means; 
aſſembled together in the Defarts, and uniting, 
broke into other Temples and Towns ; fo that 
there was no Place in Fudza which did not ſut- 
fer in a moſt unheard-of manner. In a ſhort 


. time a Faction was rais'd againſt the Zealors by 


one Simon the Son of Giora, who gathering toge- 
ther great Multitudes of Robbers and Murderers 
who were got into the Mountainous Parts, at- 
tack'd many Cities and Towns, reduc'd all 14 
mea into his Power, waſted Fudza, encamp( 
himſelf before Feruſalem ic ſelf, and became a 
mighty Terror to the Inhabitants, who were 
moſt miſerably oppreſs'd by the Zealors within. 
In the mean time ſuch 1dumeans as had lately fled 
into the City, and join'd themſelves with the 
Zealots, dereſting the Cruelties of John, whom the 
Zealots had choſen for their Commander, opposd 
his Proceedings , kill'd many of his Men, and 
torc'd the Tyrant out of his Palace into the ow 
pie 
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ple; but the Citizens fearing that he mighe de- 


{troy the City in the Night, agrecd to let in Simemn 
wich his Army, who encring the City, vigorout- 
ly attack'd the "Temple, but in vain. Immedi- 
ately afcer Eleazar, who once had been Chief 
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among the Zealots, envying the new Authority or 


Fobn , found Means to draw over many of his 


Soldiers to him, and ſeiz'd on the inward Part of 


the Temple ; ſo that row a third Faction was 
raisd, and Fobz was oblig'd-to hight both againſt 
Simon and Ekazar. By which Means che Temple 


and Altar were abominably polluted wich Blood, 
all Things about 1t were burnt up, and Proviſions 


deſtroy'd, which might have ſerv'd the Ciry for 


many Years, and for want of. which it ſuffer'd fo 
extremely in a ſhort time after. 


Ferulalem was involv'd in a'l theſe mitcrable 
Calamitles, when 7s with a powerful Army ap- 
proach'd che Place to inveſt it, being accompany d 
with Alexander Governor of e/£ypt,and Foſephus the 


Few, who for the Truth of his Prediction was 


now freed from .his Imprifonment. Titzs . fac 
down within fix or ſeven Furlones of the City, 
a ſhore time before the Fea? of the Paſſover, and 
ſhut up an infinite Multitude or People, who ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom came from all Parts to that 
great Solemnity ; by which Means all Provitions 
were confum'd in a ſhort Space:,., The Three Fa- 
ations, upon the ſight of this numerous Army, 
unanimouſly. agreed to oppoſe it, and aliying: our 
with great Reſolution and Fury, put the Romans 
to Diſorder, oblig'd 'em to abandon their Camp, 
and fly to the Mountains ; but the Fervs were at 
laſt repelVd, and forc'd into the City by the ex- 
traordinary Skill and Valour of 7irzs, who highly 
fignaliz'd himſelf in this and all other Actions in 
the Siege. During all Intermitlio:1s of the Beſie- 
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gers Attacks, the Civil Conteſts were reviv'd with- 
in the City with great Slaughiters and Confuſions; 
and upon the Feaſt of Unleaven'd Bread, on the 


Fourteenth of” April, Eleazar and his Companions 


open'd the Gates, that all Perſons might have Li- 
berty to pay their Devotions 1n the 'Temple. But 
Fobn us'd this Feſtival as a Means to effe& hi 
treacherous Deſigns, cauſing great Numbers of 
his Afociates to enter among the People with 
| Weapons under their Garments, to get Poſleflion 
of the Temple ; who as ſoon as they were enter'd 
caſt off their Garments, and ſhew'd themſelves in 
Armoyr. Immediately a dreadful Tumult aroſe 
in the Temple ; for all the People who were not 
. of the Sedition thought themſelves betray'd, and 
the Zealots imagining this Treaſon only. practis'd 
to prejudice them, abandon'd their Poſt, leap'd 
from the Towers, and fled into the Vaults about 
the Temple : And the People flocking about the 
Altar, and others who were driven into the Tem- 
ple, were kill'd with Clubs and Swords, and trod- 
den under Foot after a barbarous manner. Great 
Numbers were ſlain upon private Reſentment, 
and all ſuch as had formerly offended theſe Trati- 
tors were deſtroy'd without Mercy ; but they who 
cruelly rag'd againſt the Innocent, gave the Of- 
fenders Leaſure to eſcape out of their Vaults, by 
which Means'they gain'd the inward-Part of the 
Temple, and with great Slaughter affaulted the 
other Parties; ſo that at length the Factions 


were reduc'd to Two, that under Fohn conſiſting 


of 8400, and the other under Sim of r0000 
Fighting Men belides 5000 Idumeaans. Notwith- 
ſtanding the Enemy was at the Walls, and to op- 
poſe them they generally joyn'd their Forces; 
yet upon all Incermiſfions they violently rag 


againſt each other, and both againſt the LOR 
0 
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ſo that 'never any 'City in the; World was more 
ſeverely haraſs'd without, and more miſerably 
torn within, | 
The/ City being ſtrongly fortifi'd with three 
Walls on every fide, 'except where it was fenc'd 
with deep Vallies, 7:tus found great Difficulties in 
the Siege , but having with much Oppoſition 
plac'd his Engines, he batter'd the outward Wall, 
and breaking in on the third Day of May, poſ- 


{kd all the North Part, as far as the Tower of 


Antonius, and the Valley of Cedron. Albthis time 


| heſhew'd great 'Clemency to the Fews, andgave 


em all imaginable Afﬀurances of Pardon and ci- 
vil Treatment if they wou'd ſubmit; but fo ob- 
ſtinate were the Fews, that they refus'd all Con- 
ditions, and judg'd his generous Humanity to 
be nothing but' Cowardice. Five Days after he 


| broke through the ſecond Wall, tho* the Beſieg- 


ed made divers Sallies , -and drave -him' out a- 


ain ; yet on the fourth Day he recover'd the 


lace, and” prepar'd for the Batrery of - the third 
Wall. Afﬀeer which he ſent Foſephas to his Coun- 
try-Men* to exhort 'em to yield, who uſing all 
the powerful and pathetical Perſwaſions imagi- 
nable, was entertain'd only with Scoffs and Be- 
proaches ; fo that now Titus refolv'd to ſhew no 


Mercy to a People who had been perfidious and 


rebellious to the higheſt Degree, and'now ftub- 
born and remorſleſs beyond all Example and Be- 


| lief. * The Citizens deſigning to eſcape out of the 


City, Fob and Simon ftopp'd up all Paſſages; yet 
the Famine increaſing, great numbers ſtole- our, 
who being taken by Titus, he caus'd them” to be 
all crucifi'd, iinfomuch that Rowe was wanting for 
Croſſes, and Crofles for Perſons. 'On the 127 
of May, Titus began four Mounts for his Battering 
Rams; two nigh the _ Antonia, where he 

| 2 was 
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was in hopes of taking the Temple, and- two 
nigh- the Monument of 7&4n, the High+Prieſt;; 
where he ſuppos'd he might break into; the; up; 
per Part of the City with,greateſt Facility, - But 
Zobu, whoſe Office was to- oppoſe: the Rewans'a 
bout the Caſtle Antonia , with great. Bravery: $2- 
ly'd out, alt down the Ramparts; and dgſtroy'd 
em; and two Days after $:»20y with as much 
Courage ' burnt up the other. ,, tho ſeventeeg 
Days had been ſpent in finiſhing em all, . He 
likewiſe deftroy'd. many. Rams and Engines, and 
courageoully preſſing forward, broke into. the ve- 
ry Camp- of the [Romans ; but was valiantly re- 
pi's'd by Tiras from Antonia, wha in a Council 
of War now refoly'd. to compaſs the whale City 
with a Treneh, which with ineredible-Diligence 
and Celerity,' was .finiſh'd in three Days, with 
thirteen Forts. heth to hinder the Flight of: the Be- 
ſieged, and;tÞ prevent -all Relief,coming intg the 
City from. abrogd. _ Wit 
The Seditious ſeem'd nothing mov'd at this, tho' 
the Famine not only raged. among the common 
Sort, bug; likewiſe began -t9 aftlict them; and 
ſuch a Mortality enſu'd, that; from the 14:6 of 
April, to. the frrit of Fuly 115980 Carcafles' of 
the poorer fart, were carry'd-out to be bury'd-at 
the publick Charge, as Tuus was inforgyd hy,one 
Mannzus, who: was appointed to - pay: the Money- 
Divers  Noble-Men aifſo-that- fled.'to him, gertifid 
him that 600900. ofthe ' ordinary Rank! werd 
cait dead out 'of the Gates, and others who 
dy:d, beſides. were innumerable. z and thas' when fo 
many- dy'd'as they. were-not- able to bury 'em , 
they-gather'd their Bodies together into the greateſt 
Houfſes,adjoyning; and irhere ſhut 'emiup, A Bu- 
ſhel:of, Corn was fold for 600 Crowns, Sinks and 
Holes: were - contioually rak'd to find _ old 
ung 
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Ditmg of Oxen to ſatisfie Peoples Hufger, which 
extrexrhly mov'd the Compatiion of Titzs and 
the Romans, but the” Minds of the Sedicious were 
not at all cthang'd. For Sim, notwithſtanding 
theſe deptorable Calamites, continuing his' Ra- 
nes attd Murders, kill d Maith:as the High-Prieft, 
dy whotn he had Entrance into tlie City, with 
his three Sons, and fixteen others, pretending that 
they defign'd to fly to the Enemy. Whereupon 
Faulzs one of his Officers being weary of his 1n- 
ſupportable Cruelties, attempted to berray a cer- 
tain Tower to the Roans where he commanded ; 
but beitrg diſcover'd by an Accident, he was put 
| to Death with ten others of his Accomplices. 
| Fobn alfo being driven by extream-Neceflity, con- 


verted the golden Veſſels of the Temple with the 
ſfacted Money to prophane Uſes ; and was con- 
ſtrain'd to divide the Wine and Oyl, or- 
| dain'd for Sacrifices, among his Soldiers: The Fa- 
mine rag'd fo extteamly, that a Noble-Woman 
boyI'd her own Child to eat ir, which was look'd 
npon as fo dereftable an A& among the Romans, 
as well 'as the: Fes, that Titzs afrer he inſiſted 
| upon his frequent” Offers of Peace and Pardon to 
the Tews, declar'd., That he would bury that abs- 
| mminable Ciime ih the Rijns of their Country. He cut 
dowh call the Groves within a gfeat Diſtance of 
the: Ciry, and caufing more Mounts to be rais'd 
within 21 Days, 61 the firſt of Fuly he began to 
batter the: laft Wall; and repelling Job» and his 
Party , on the fifth Day enter'd the Caſtle by 
'Fofce! Ar 'which” time many faiſe Prophets de- 
hided' che Mulritnde ; by telling, 'em They ſhud 
have © Aſſift ance fo God ; and” therefore tho* Titus 
Tilt exhorred Gem <0: yield, they. obftinately re- 
fas'd all Agcormmodarion, boaſting Thar chey 524 
Yarbtyeridiet alt Ent of Miferies. Whereupon the 
CIDER SG P 2 ; Conte | 
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Conteſt grew very bloody about the Temple, ; but 
the Wall of the inward Part was too ſtrong for 
the battering Rams, and the Defendants valiant- 
"uh ly refifted the Romans from the Top ; neither cou'd 
Wi; the Foundation of the Gates be undermin'd, 
Wi | therefore 7tus was oblig'd to ſet *em on; Fire. Yet 
it was his Reſolution to fave the Temple ; but on 
the tenth of Auguſt, a certain Soldier againſt the 
Command of his General, mov'd by ſome divine 
Fury, caft Fire into the Buildings on the North 
Side, which catching hold of the Temple, not- 
withſtanding the utmoſt Endeavours of Titus to 
the contrary, it conſum'd that Edifice, which was 
the moſt glorious and moſt beautiful that. the 
World ever faw. | let] 
The Sight of. this extream Misfortune, put. a 
ſudden Damp to all the Courage of the Jews, 
now neither efteeming their Lives nor Forces, ha- 
ving loſt that for which they fought : The, loud 
cries and doleful Lamentations of the People, e- 
cho'd from all the adjacent Mountains ; and ma- 
ny famiſh'd, and expiring Perſons. whoſe Eyes 
jj Death had already clos'd, reaſſum'd new Strength, 
Tt and open'd their. Eyes to bewail the glorious 
tile Temple, which they now beheld all in Flames. 
Wil Titus was immediately Saluted Imperator by his Sol- 
00 diers, and. the Seditious fled into.the City ; where 
TWiIk they deſfir'd a Parly with the General himſelf, 
who highly blam'd '*em for their Obſtinacy, but 
promis'd them their Lives upon- immediate, Sub- 
miſfion. But refuſing to.rely, upon his Promiſes, 
they demanded Liberty to depart. the City with 
their Wives and Children, which. ſo  extreamly 
inragd T:tus, that he commanded it. to.be. pro- 
claimd by a Cryer, That, they were » uot any, longer 
to expel} any Mercy. Whereupon he. permitted, his 
Soldiers to plunder and burg, the. City; bur: the 
Ce ok COUTTA TIN IN Seditious 
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Seditious Tyrants retir'd to the King's Palace , 
where many had depoſited their Wealth, and from 
thence repelld the Romans. They likewiſe kilFd 
6400 of their own Country-Men, and rifling the 
Money, betook themſelves to the upper and ſtron- 
geſt Part of the City, call'd Sov, where notwith- 


| ſtanding theſe imminent Calamities , they ftill 


more cruelly tyraniz'd. Titus, having confider'd the 
Strength of the Place, provided Engines to batter 
the Walls; part of which being broken down, 
the Tyrants were ſeiz'd with great Fear and Con- 
{ternation, not knowing how to proceed : And 
the Power of Heaven appear'd'in the. Overthrow 
of theſe Wretches; for they abandon'd their 
Towers which were their only Strength, and in 
vain ſought to eſcape by hiding themſelves in 
Vaults and Privies ; from whence Fob» and S;- 
mo were drag'd, the former being condemn'd to 


_ perpetual Impriſonment, and the other referv'd 


fora Triumph. Thereft were all put to the Sword, 
and 7:zus commanded both the 'Temple and City 
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to be intirely raz'd by a Plow being brought over -;,.,.,; n... 
it, according to the Cuſtom, which remarkably ac- fru#on of Fe- 


compliſh'd our Saviour's Prophecies, That not one raw 


7 1. 


Stone ſhoud remain upon another; only he preſerv'd 
the Yef-Part of the Wall with 'three Towers , 
which for their Strength and Beauty, might bear 
Teſtimony of the Statelineſs of the City to Po- 
ſterity. The Soldiers wou'd have Crown'd him 
as a Conqueror for this Act, and upon the Ac- 
count of his extraordinary Valour in the Sieze 
but herefus'd the Honour, denying he was the 
Author of it, for he only executed the Deſigns of Hea- 
Ven, which had manifeſtly declared- its Wrath againf# 
the Jews. 'To this fatal End came the famous 
City of Fern/alem after it had flouriſh'd under 


Gods own Hand above 2100 Years, in (the 'Se« 
| P 4 cone 


cond Year of Fe(pafþ:n's :Reign, 38 Years after 


our Saviour's Crucifixion 3 and never any Siegein. 


the Worid was more memorable, the ©pprives 
amounting to $7000, and thoſe who periſh'd 
in the Sicge to 1100000 , according to Joſe 
Phaus. So heavy was the Guilt. of our Saviour's 
Blood upon the Fews,and fo abominable were their 
Vices, that we have reaſon to agree with that Au- 
thor, who beiievd, That if the Remans had not 
come againſt them,the City wou'd have been fwal- 
low'd up by the Earth,or have perith'd by ſome De- 
luge, or elſe by Thunder-Bolts and Lighktnings, 
have born the Puniſhments of Sodom, whole In- 
habitants they exceeded in Wickedneſs. Here en- 
ded the temporal State and Government or the 
Tews; and that Province, which had been go- 
vernd by the Romans as their Fiiends, and in a 
orcat niealure free, was now made caprive ; and 
tne YJers themſelves were made Slaves, fold and 


diipersd througi all Parts of the World. 


The War being thus finiih'd, great Rejoycings . 
were made at Rome, and all Mens Mouths were 


flF'G with the Praiſes of Tis, who not only. þad 
jhewn himicit 2 moſt expert Commander , but 
likewiſe had ſlain twelve Men with his own Hands; 
and a Triumph. was Decree; by. the Senate both 
75 kim and bis Father, becauſe. the Beginning of 
the Fewiſh War bad been ſo worthily manag'd by 
jim. Therefore Tres leaving all things in good 
Grder in the Eff, he: return'd to Rome, beingre- 
ceivd with the univerſal Applauſes of the whole 
City, and within a few Days after both the Fa- 
tier and Son enter'd upon their Triumph, which 
was as Solemn and Magnificent as Rome ever 


Cc 


ſaw. Por the Spectacles there. exhibited both for. 


Number, Variety and Richneſfs, were admirable. 


in all things which Human Invention 'cou'd. Bob 
HOLY 
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Iyly ſupply ; and almoſt all things that ever were 

eftesm'd valuable or beautiful among, Men, : a- 

bounding in Riches and Proſperity, were that 

Day expos'd in the triumph ; largely manifeſting 

the mighty Wealth and Dominiens of the Ro- 

mans. Among the rich Spoils, were expos'd vaſt 
Quantities of Gold taken out of the Temple, af- 

ter which was carry'd the Jews Law, the laſt of 

all the Spoils. Titus had alſo a Triumphal Arch - 

erected to his Honour, of great Beauty and Mag- 

nificence; deſcribing all his Noble Exploits againſt 

the Fes, which to this Day continues almoſt 1n- 

tire, as a laſting Monument againſt that perverſe 

Nation. Peſpaſian likewiſe built a Temple to Peace, Janus's Teme 
wherein he put molt of the Fewjſh Spoils 3 and "rage = 
now having quieted all Nations, he ſhut up the” n. = 
Temple of Fanus,which had been open aboutfive or 

fix Years. This was an extraordinary Satisfaction 

to the whole City, who now were almoſt aitur d 

of future Happineſs and Tranquility : For ſeeing 

te Contagion of Civil Dilſention, beginning 1n 

Gaul and Spain, had paſs'd on to Germany, then 

taken a Courſe to Dalmatia, and laſtly infected 

e/75pt, Syria and Fadea, in Sum, all Provinces 

and Armies, they reaſonably preſum'd, the whole 

World being thus pucg'd and cleans d, that the 
Maligatne Humour was ſpent, and civil Wars and 

Calamities were now at a Period, 


IL. After Veſpaſian had thus gloriouſly finiſh'd ,4 
all Troubles and Miſeries both Foreign and Do- 
meſtick, he made it the great Bulineſs of - the reſt 
of nts Reign, which, continu'd not; above eight,, 
Years longer, to eſtabliſh all Things tothe laſting. 
Happineſs and Grandeur of the. Roman. Empire, ; 
which now needed the powerful Athiſtance of ſo 
Great and Wiſe a Man to. reſtore it- to its former.. 

Strength 
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Strength and Vigour. Many notorious | Abuſe 
and Corruptions were now crept in, and mix'd 
with the Rowan Nation ; being begun by a long 
Peace and Security, then heightned by -the' Ex- 
travagancies of Tyrants and Monſters, \and after- 
wards compleated by the Confufions and Difſor- 
ders of Civil Diſſentions. For the corre&ing and 
reforming of theſe dangerous Irregularities, Ve- 
ſpaſian us'd great Prudence and Vigour , and the 
better to effe&t his Deſigns, he join'd his Son 
Titus with him in the Conſulſhip, with whom he 
was ſeven Times in that Dignity ; and likewiſe 
made him his Collegue afterwards both in the 
Cenſorſhip and Tribune-ſhip. And ſo great was 
the Authority of Tits, that he was in a great 
meaſure Partner to his Father in the Empire, 
which appear'd by his frequent difating of Let- 
ters in his Father's Name, his publiſhing of Edids, 
his ſpeaking to the Senate in the Room of the 
Quzſtor, and' is taking upon him the Govern- 
ment of the Imperial Palace ; in all which things 
he ated much to the Ronour and Welfare of the 
Publick, tho' ſometimes not ſo much to the Ad- 
vantage of hisown private Eſteem and Reputation 
among the People. 

Veſpaſian towards the Re-eſtabliſhing of the 
State, began firſt with the Regulation of the Ar- 


' mies and Soldiers, many of which through Con- 


fidence of their Victories , and others through a 
Senſe of their Tgnominy, ran into all kinds of 
Licentiouſneſs ; which occaſion'd many Provin- 
c*s and free Cities, to become infſolent and mutt 


'nons. To reform which Diſorders, he caſhierd 


great Numbers of the Vjrellians, and corrected 0- 
thers, not ſparing thoſe who were the greateſt In- 
{truments and Partners in his Victories. He ©- 
mitred no Means nor Care of regulating the -w 

tis Cipline 
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. Þ ciplineof the Armies, in which he was never-de- 
| WM ficient, either in Juſtice or Rigour. + Of which we 
; I have a memorable Inſtance of a young Officer to 
' Þ whom he had given a conſiderable Command , 

who waiting upon him to return him Thanks for 
_ I this Favour, and ſmelling fragrantly of very rich 
1 Þ Oyls, and Perfumes, the Emperour- look'd very 
. | ſeverely upon him, and with a. Voice exprefling 
oreat Indignation, told himi, | He had rather he bad 
ſmelt of Garlick, and immediately took away his 
Commiſſion. He was noleſs fevere with the Sea- 
men who were appointed by the publick, to run 
on; Foot from Oftia and Putedli to Rome : Upon 
their _ petitioning him ro have ſome certain 
Allowance above their Wages for Shooes , inſtead 
of complying with their Petition, he ordain'd for 
the future, that they ſhou'd diſchargetheir Duties 
without any Shooes at all ; after which they were 
oblig'd to perform thoſe Journeys bare-foot. He 
took a, more than ordinary Care'in purging 'and 
reforming thoſe two-moſt honourable Orders of 
Men, the Senators and Egquites, of both which he 
took a general and ſtrict View, they having been 
much exhauſted by Infinite Maſffacres, and abo- 


minably corrupted by the Methods of the precee- | 


ne I ding Emperors. - Of theſe he fearleſly. turn'd out 
r. I all fuch as he found unworthy of their Places 
n- 8 and Dignities, and ſupply'd their Places with the 
\2 {molt honourable and deſerving Perſons he cou'd 
of IR procure either in,1raly or the diftant Provinces. He 
n- © likewiſe ttritly examin'd into all the: Courts of 
ti- | Judicature, where he found the Number of P?o- 
4 8 =iles and Suits.in Law {well'd ro:fuch. an unrea- 
0- lonable Bulk, that-old Actions were left undeter- 
n- @ in diby. along Vacation and Intermiflion: of Ju- 
o- I Nice, and by an/Acceflion of new Conteſts ari- 
if. I ſing from-the Tumulesi.and | Diſorders of the late 


unhappy 
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-caus'd it to be finiſh'd' in a ſhore Time; and that 


moliſh'd by-Ntre.' He built beſidds a nioft fate) 
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unhappy Times, 'To remedy which Grievance, 
he Elected certain Perſons by Lt, and qualify 
them as Judges ; to reſtore fach to the" Pef. 
ſettion of their Eftates, as bad-been unjuſtly 4if 
poſleſs'd during the Wars.' ''Thefs' were Tkewik 
to determine extraordinarily in! Cauſes before the 
Centumviri, which | Cauſes were become fo exctl. 
ſively numerous and t2diotis; thit' a Client cou 
ſeldom hope-to ſee his Suir finith'd 5 and alſo t9 
reduce and digeſt them into a far leſs compaſs ; for 
which Purpote -many new and excellent Laws 
were made. L 
While the Emperor took ſuch great care in the 


. main Afﬀairs of the State, he was to lefs buſily 


| 

| 
employ'd about the Building of the City and other Ml | 
Places : And whereas Rome had loft much of its IM | 
Splendor and Magniticence by the late Ruins and Ml 1 
Conflagration,'-he much haſter'd the re-edifying IM ! 
of all. former Structures ;-arid-it the Proprietor IM © 
neglected to: build. in any competent Time; he IM \ 
permitted ary other Perſon:that pleas'd, to enter Ml 3 
and take Poifeflion of the Ground where 'they i 6 
ſtood. - But the Capitol was his'/principal Concern, i |: 
in the rebuilding of which, for the greater Ti 
couragement- to-others, he himſelf was the firl IM £ 
that began 'the Work, and carry'd out the firll WM 
Rubbiſh upon» his own Shoulders, caufing his Ne- t 
bility to follow his Example'; by which nieans ht x 
P 


more beautiful and ftately:rhaniever it had'been | 


He moreover rais'd ſeveral new Edifices of feat 

Charge and Magnificence; particularly 'the Ten * 
ple of Peace before-mention'd, ' not fac from the hr 
great Forwm';-and the Temple! 'of Claudia upon lib 
Mount. Czlius , which had beer' begun by the 2 
Empreſs: Agrippina, but was almoſt entirely-&-W + 


Tent 
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| 
, BE Temple to. the: Gaddels Pallas,, the Workmanſhip 
4B of which was, f0-rich and exquiſite, that it ſur- 
. B paſsd all chat-Rome ever ſaw; Inithe Paintings, 
0 Carvings, and; Inlayines , ithe.::moſt excellent 
6 BB Workmen-in.the World,; whoſe Artswere 'at' the 
6 higheſt, ſhew'd- cheir greatSkill,; and-lefe Memo- 
{. Þ rials of their Fame 4: And-Fofephas. affures us,” thac 
4 I Men came front/all-Parts- of the World tor view 
o @ the Riches. andRatrities of this'Temple.: . He alſo 
x M8 built a famous Amphitheacrecin thei midſt. gf -rthe 
s 8 City, of fingular :and; admirable: Workmanſhip, 
the-Ruines. and: Relicks. of whieh; remain» to:rhis 
ie MB Day, Ic was; & nokle-Building-'of | wonderful 
ly M Largeneſs. and; Magnificence,-round:in Form, as | 
& | if two Theatres; were join;d. together like/rwa 
its MM balf, Circles, jithe Middle of-whiich were |repre- 
xd I fented famous Shews, Spectacles, Wreſtlings, Fight- 
1; ings with . wild; Beaſts, 'and; Combats of Gladia- 
or Ml tors 3-and call Flings were form'd and comriv'd 
he MW with ſo much-Art;;.that the Seats. were-capablecot 
er MW an-infinite/ number of: People, ivithour any! Hin 
& Ml drance or. Inconvenience 0 each other. As the 
n, | late: Fires hadideitroy!'d: manyRecords relating wo 
1. {MW the Publick,. be undertook to teftore; Three Thou- 
& WM and Tables of Braſs which /had:been burnt;: has 
it MW ving- with; great. Pains and. Induftry:. found our 
(o- MW their crue Copies, 1 Theſe werevin ſome ſort the 
he I Regiſters of che Empire, in-which: were Recorded 
int WW all. Decrees..af the Senate, all Ordinances of. the 
gy People, ' all-Treaties,: Alliances; and Privileges 


eat MW granted to:any.Perſon or Corporation whatſoever, 
in-W 40d all; remarkable, Occurrences. from the; very 
the MW firft Foundation of'cthe City. - Ini theſe. and the 
c like Works he. expended vaſt: .Summs of - Mo+ 
tt A FS fs rr 20162900 nl | 
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+1 The: good Emperor / was not: only' mindful of 
the Eſtabliſhmenc':and Reſtoration-'of the City, 
but: he: likewiſe: extended his great Care to the 
ſpeedy re-edifying of all other ruinous Cities and 
publick Buildings in'the Empire, ' many of which 
were finiſhid-with'; great Coſt” and Beauty, the 
Walls fortify'd: and Avenues ſecur'd with no. 1c 
Skill- and Induſtry. He built'-alfo' many Cities 
and Towns inſeveral Parts- of the'Roman Domi- 
nions; and with ia'mighty Charge'caus'd the #4 
minian Mountains to be-made hollow and cut 
down on. both: Sides, and a -commodious Way 
made to paſs through them; :'For theſeveral Pro- 
vinces of: the: Empire; -Veſpaſiz# took care of their 
Eſtabliſhment with"\great Prudence and Vigour; 
and like - a (Prince; and (excellent  Governone, 
ſettled. all ' Aﬀairs. tothe Honout” of © the: Roman 
State,..and the' (Tranquility of ' the Inhabitants! 
He:made great" Alterations ini many Parts of his 
Dominions, in'which-he 'often® met' with many 
Froubles and:Difficulties,' but 'moſt 'of all from 
Antiechus, King 'of -Comagena,' int the fourth Yea! 
of his Reign';”:whoz* together! with his Son Epi- 
phanes.,, was. accus'd by Caſamius Pats , Gover- 
our of Syria, of holding private Correſpondence 
with Vologeſus, King of Parthia, Petus repreſenting 
to the Emperor, 'That '5f* this Matter was not timely 
prevented, it might ſhortly come' t6 \an open Revih, 
which might giow \Difurhance to the ivhole Roma 
Empire. Whereapon Veſpaſian gave Orders to 
Petus to proceed:'as he thought expedient; and 
ſhortly after this -Governor' invaded the Province 
of Comagena with a conſiderable Force, where he 
met with no -great Reſiſtance: For Antioobus feat- 
ing too much to-exaſperate a powerful Nation, 
after ſome few Marches, quitted his Country, 


and fled with his Wife and Daughters into _ 
| whi 
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which ſo diſcourag'd his Army, that defpairing to 
preſerve his Kingdom, they joyn'd with the Ro- 
mans, lis two Sons, after ſome vigorous Strug- 
les and Efforts, finding no Security in. their Fa- 
ther's Country, fled into-Parthia to Valogeſus. But 
Antiochus Found no- Security in. Cilicia, for Perus 
| ſhortly after caus'd. him to be Arrefted, and ſent 
him bound towards Rome ;- but Veſpaſian generouſly 
prevented all 1]Il Treatment towards the King, 
| conſidering more the ancient Friendſhip between 
them, than any Offences which gave occaſion to 
this-War, and therefore he caus'd him to be loos'd, 
and .to continue ſome time at Tacedemonr,' where 


he allow'd him a; Revenue ſuitable to his Royal 


 Þ Dignity. This unexpected Uſage caus'd. his Sons 
| I to uſe the Mediation of Yolopeſus to procure a Re- 
| I conciliation with the Emperor, which prov'd fo 
; 8 cffccual, .that both. Father and Sons were ſhortly 
: WW after ſent for to-Rome, . where they . were courte- 
- & ouſly receiv'd, and remain'd therein great Splen- 
; @ dor and Honour. - But they loſt their Dominions; 
+ WM for the Kingdom of Comagena from thence forward 
became a Province of the Reman Empire. | 
About the ſame time the Eaſtern Parts of th 
+ WM Empire were in ſome Confternation by reafon of 
> MW dangerous Irruption of the A4lazi, a barbarous 
, People of the Scyrhians inhabiting about the River 
\ Wl 7anaz and the Lake Mzoz, who in vaſt numbers 
{ IM abandon'd their own barren Country, and. by the 
Afliſtance of the King of Hyrcania, invaded the 
Kingdom of Media, There having made great 
Devaſtations in this populous and oppulent Coun- 
try, they forc'd Pacoras, the King, to betake 
himſelf to his ſtrongeſt Town, where, with great 
Difficulty, he redeem'd his Wife and Concubines 
with a hundred Talents. From thence theſe for- 
mdable People paſs'd into the Kingdom of Arme- 
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nia, where, after great 'Ravages, Tiridates the King 
met them with a conſiderable Army. Bur in the 


firſt Encounter 7ir/dates was Overthrown , and, 


with extraordinary Hazards, eſcap'd, being taken 


alive in Battel ; for having caſt a Rope about hi 


Neck, they were dragging him amongſt his Ene- 
mies, bur he happily cut che' Rope in pieces with 


his Sword, and fled. The dangerons Succeſs and 
Progreſs of this barbarous Nation fo alarm'd the 
Romay Stare, that Yeſpaſian thought fit to fend his 
Son 77275 to-chaſtiſe their Tnſolence,, and relieve. a 
King that'was his Vaſſal and Ally.  Titzs with a 
powerful Force march'd as far as the City of 4» 
rioch, when” the Reyort of fo Potent an Enemy, 
and. fo expert a Commander, fo. terrify'd their 
confus'd and undiſciplin'd Armies, that they foon 
retir d 'into- their own Country,, carrying away 
vait' nambers of Men and Cattel. -This is the 
ſecond memorable Irruption of the.Northern bar- 
barons Natjons, fome of which, in alter Ages, 
over-r2n and ruin'd the Roman. Empire. . ,, 

In” the mean time Yeſpaſzan ſtill proceeded in 
the great Aﬀairs of the State with all the Wildom 
and-'Vigour of a mighty Emperor, and all the 
Kindneſs and Clemency of a merciful good-na- 
turd Man: - His Courteſy and Clemeney  ap- 
pear'd conftantly both in. his Publick Adminiſtra- 
tion and his private Affairs ; ſo that {carge one 


innocent 'Perſfon was puniſh's throughout his 


whole Reign: If any ſufferd, it was wholly 
without his Deſign and Knowledge. He always 
ſhew'd himſelf very different from. ſeveral of his 
Predeceffors ; for he was fo far from 'indulging 
himſelf in . the Deftruction of any Man, that 
he could not fo much as Took upon the Suffering 
of a Criminal, without fignifying his .Compatli:- 
on by his Sizhs and his Tears. Helvidizs $M 

the 
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the Przxtor, the only Perfon that faluted him by 
the bare Name of Ve/paſian, after his Return 
from Syria, and ane who made no mention of the 
Emperor in his Edics publiſh'd during his Office, 
cou'd not provoke him by thefe open Aﬀeonts ; 
till at length in his moſt infolent Altercations he 
endeavour'd to make him no better than an ordi- 
nary Man : Yet after all, tho” he was banith'd 
before, and Orders ifu'd out afterwards for his 
Execution, the Emperor ſent to countermand all 
Proceedings againſt ' him, and wou'd have un- 
doubtedly &. 17 him, had he not been de- 
ceived with a falſe Intelligence of his Execution 
before the Arrival of his Meffengers. But the 
moſt remarkable Criminal in this Reign was Fu- 
lis Sabinus, who audaciouſly proclaim'd himſelf 
to be Ceſar, and accordingly took up Arms to 
vindicate his Title ; but was at length ſuppreſs'd, 
and brought Priſoner to Rome. Several Intercefſi- 
ons were made to the Emperor for his Pardon, 
and his Wife appearing in Mourning at Court, 
with her two young Sons, pleaded for her Fami- 
ly after this manner; O Cafar, I have brought 
forth theſe Infants, and gave 'em Nouriſhment to en- 
creaſe the number of your Supplicants, and to enlarge 
the Bounds of your Clemency. This Speech ſo af- 
feted the good Emperor, as to draw Tears from 
him, and to ſave her and her Children; bar it 
cou'd not procure the Pardon of her Husband, 
wha had been a dangerous Rival and Oppo- 
er. 

In his more private Afﬀairs he always made him- 
ſelf very eafie to his Subjects, and became very 
Courteous and Afﬀable to all forts of People, per- 


mitting them to uſe any kind of Freedom with 


him. He was fo far from concealing the Mear - 
neſs of his former Condition, that he ny 
dif- 


q 


ES). 


The Roman Hiſtory, Book1, 
_diſcours'd of it himſelf ; and when ſome particular 
Perſons, - in a pompous and plauſible manner pre- 
tended to derive his Pedigree from the very Foun- 
ders of Reate, and the Companion of Hercules, he 
deſpis'd and derided them as a juſt Reward for 
their Flatteries. He had ſo ſmall a Reſpect for 
Titles, that he wou'd not accept of that of Pater 
Patriz but with great Difficulty ; and when the 
King of Parthia had writ thus to him, Arſaces 
King of Kings, to Flavius Veſpaſian, he, without 
reprehending his Pride, or refenting the Aftront, 
direted his Anſwer thus, Flavius Veſpaſian, t» 
Arſaces King of Kings, to ſhow that ſuch Trifles 
were beneath the regard of an Emperor. He 
ſhew'd a remarkable Civility and Familiarity to- 
wards all Men, and was rarely angry or mov'd 
at the Liberties of his Friends, the Gibes and Re- 
flettions of the Lawyers, or the downright Rude- 
neſs of Philoſophers ; of which Saetonius mentions 
ſome particular Inſtances. Licininus Mucianus, a 
Perſon {candalous for his unnatural Impurity, pre- 
ſuming upon his Merits, and carrying himſelf 
inſolently and irreverently, the Emperor never 
rebuk'd him but in private ; and having once 
complain'd of his Crimes to a common Friend to 
both of them, he came in with this concluſion, 
Still T am a Man. When an Adyocate call'd Sal. 
wins Liberalis, in the Defence of a Wealthy Per- 
ſon, had the Impudence to ſay before him, Tf my 
Client be worth an hundred Millions of Seſterces, what 
# that to Caeſar. Veſpaſian was ſo far from being 
diſguſted at it, that he gave him particular Thanks 
for uſing that freedom. Afﬀrer the Philoſophers 
had been baniſh'd the City, Demetrius, the Cynick, 
meeting, him upon the Road, wou'd not vouch- 
fake to ſhew him any kind of Reſpe&, but pro- 
ceded fo far in his Irreverence, as to Revile him 


openly ; 


Chap. V. VESPASIAN X. 
openly ; but the Emperor inflicted no other Pu- 
niſhment, than barely to ſtile him by the Title of 
Dog, alluding to the Name of his Sect. ps 
Such was the courſe of Yeſpaſian's Adminiſtra- 
tion, ſo as to preſerve himſelf from all kinds of 
Sowerneſs and Uneafineſs ; and likewiſe from all 
kinds of Jealouſics and Sufpicions. And for that 
Reaſon his Reſentment eicher of ſudden Offences; 
or of old Animoſities, was fo ſmall, that he mar- 
ry'd the Daughter of his Predeceſſor - Vitellius, his 
inveterate Enemy, into a noble Family, and ge- 
neroully gave her a rich Dower, and all Accoutre- 
ments ſuitable to her Birth and Qualiry. Not- _ 
withſtanding his great Generoſity and Clemency, 
many Plots and Confpiracies were form'd againſt 
him, in which he generally ſhew'd very little . 
Concern ; for he often pafs'd*by the Treaſon of 
ſuch as conſpir'd his Deftruction, ſaying, That 


they were all blind and inconſiderate, not knowing what 


a Weight and Burden the Empire was: And for the 


former Cuſtom of ſearching ſuch as came to ſalute 
or ſpeak with the Emperor, he left that off before 
the Civil Wars were ended. He regarded theſe 
Matters the leſs, by reaſon of the great Confi- 


dence he had in his own Fate and his Children; 


inſfomuch, that he declar'd in open Senate, That 
either his Sons ſhou d ſucceed him in the Empire, or nd 
Body. He was ſo far from being carry'd away by 
Sulvicion, or Dread, to the Deſtruction of any 
Perſon, that when he was ſeriouſly advis'd by his 
Friends to beware of Metius Pompoſranus, whont 
they had ſtrong reaſon to {ſuſpect ; he, contrary 
to all their Opinions, rais'd him to the Dignity of 
Conſul ſhortly after, affuring themi, That the Time 
wou'd come when he muſt be ſenſible of ſo great a Bene- 
ft. He ſought no Revenge for thoſe many Aft- 
fronts which had been put upofi hint in Nero's | 
| UE 


Reign ; / 
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The Roman Hiſtory. Book 1. 
Reign ; and particularly, an Uſher coming to 
beg his Pardon after he was Emperor, for rudely 
thruſting him out of his Room, and bidding him 
20 hang himſelf in the time of his Misfortunes, 
Veſpaſian was provok'd no further than to bid him 


' be gone almoſt in the ſame Terms he had us'd 


towards him. 

Notwithſtanding this Emperor's Clemency and 
Forgiveneſs appear'd in almoſt all Cafes, he never 
was mild in paſling by ſcandalous Enormities, but 
was ſtri&t and ſevere in reſtraining and repre- 
hending of Vice ; which 'may be ſaid to be his 
laſt great Stroke in his re-eſtabliſhing the Roman 
Empire. He found that the Manners of the Ci- 
tizens were deplorably: vitiated and corrupted by 
all Kinds- of Luxury ; to put a Check to their 
Debaucheries , he-prevaild with the Senate to 
make a Decree, Thar what Woman ſoever, who 
J0if'd her felt to another Perſon's Servant, ſhou'd 
nally loſe her own Liberty, and become a Val- 
fal her ſelf. To reform the Corruptions of Uſu- 
rers, and the Looſneſs of Youth, he ordain'd, 
That no Ulſurer ſhou'd recover any Money of 


Young Heirs, if it was lent to be repaid with Ad- 


vantage upon the Deceaſe of their Fathers. He 
made many other ftrit Laws for the Reſtraining 
of Lewdnels ; and as he was ſevere in puniſhing 
of Vice, fo he was no leſs remarkable for reward- 
ing all Kinds of Merits, in which he extended 
his Liberality to all Sorts of People, compleating 
the Eſtates, and ſettling Penſions upon all indi- 

ent. Senators and: Conlular Perſons, when their 
Ws proceeded from no manifeſt Crime of 
theirs. But his more particular Bounty he ex- 
preſs'd towards the Profeſſors of all Arts and Sci- 
ences ; and ſettled a conſtant Salary of a hundred 


thouſand Seferces upon the Teachers of Rhetorick, 
| tO 


| 


\ 
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to bz paid Yearly out of the Exchequer. He in- 
deed baniſh'd many of the Philofophers from 
the City, by reaſon of their exceflive Infolence ; 
| but was always a true and hearty Encourager of 
Learning and Learned. Men. He entertain'd Fo- 
ſephzs, the'famous Writer of the Jewiſh Wars and 
Antiquities,” with great. Civility, honour'd him 
with a Statue, and highly applauded his Wri- 
tings; tho? all were not finiſh'd in his Reign. At 
this Time flouriſh'd Ply the Elder, an eminent 
- Natural Hiſtorian, Qwia&#ilian the renown'd Ora- 
tor, and many other Perſons of great Learning, 
who were highly: elteem'd by this Emperor. He 
was. no leſs an Encourager of all other Excellen- 
cies in Art, and invited the greateft Maſters and 
Arcificers from all Parts of the World , by his 
bountiful Allowances, making hkewifſe conſjdera- 
ble Preſents to 'em, as he found Occaſion. An 
ingenious Engineer undertaking to remove certain 
Columns of vaſt Weight into' the Capitd, at a 
{mall Charge, was well rewarded for the Irwen- 
-tion, and his Performance excus'd, the Emperor 
-zelling him, That he fhow'd let the Poor live. 

Yet all his numerous Ads of Generoſfity and 
Magnificence cou'd not preſerve him from the 
Scandal of Avarice and Rapaciouſnefs, of which 
he gave many publick Teftimonies , ſome of 
which were below the Dignity of an Emperor. 
Swetonizes tells us, Fhat he was ngt content to re- 
vive the old Impoſitions which had been remitted 
under Galbzs, to add new and” more grievous Tri- 
| butes to ſeveral of the Provinces; but he alfo 
drove a Trade publickly, which wou'd have been 


diſhonourable to a private Perſon, bartering and 


buying Commodities , that he might ſell *em to 
advantage. ' Some believ'd that it was his Cuſtom 
to advance the moſt griping and rapacious of his 
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The Roman Fiiſtory. Book 1. 


Officers to the moſt profitable Charges, to make 
uſe of them as Sponges , and to: ſqueeze them 
when they were become rich. He: deſcended to 
ſome very unuſual and diſhonourable Impoſts, even 
to the laying an Exciſe upon Perſons. Urine. 
This caus'd his Son Tits to remonſtrate to him 
the Baſeneſs of ſuch an Invention ; but YVeſpaſtan 
immediately took ſome of the firſt Money that 
came from that Exciſe, and holding it to his Son, 
demanded, if the Smell offended him ? And yet, pro- 
ceeded he, th comes all out of thegtJrine. For this 
and all other his ſevere Impoſts, Authors do much 
excuſe him, by Reaſon of the great Neceſlities 
of the State , and Emptineſs of the Exchequer, 
when he came firſt to the Government. For he 
then declar'd publickly in the Senate, Thar for the 
Subſiftence and Re-eſtabliſhment of the Common-wealth, 
he wanted a Supply of Forty Millions of  Seſtertiums. 
An incredible Sum, exceeding: Three hundred 
Millions of our Money. This is the more rea- 
dily believ'd and acknawledg'd, becauſe he always 
employ'd his Revenue . to great and noble Purpo- 
ies, and laid 1t out with great Wiſdom and Libe- 
rality..:His Publick Works and Edifices were high- 
ly ghargeable and expenſive ;/ his Preſents and 
Perſions were numerous, and not without Pro- 
tuſeneſs ; and his-Feaſts and Entertainments were 
frequent and magnificent, accarding to his. Qua- 
lity : And in all things he aced principally to the 
Peace and Honour of his: Subjects in general ; fo 
that by his daily: cbaſidering of their. Good, the 
zarer he- approach'd the End of his Days, the 
more he encreas'd the hearty Love-and Reſpe& of 
the whole Senate 'and People. £47120 
Fhe great Changes and new Eſtabliſhments he 
mad? 1n the Provinces and Tributary Kingdoms 
before his Death, were very remarkable; ny: 
0 


£3. 
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of which he reduc'd to a fuller Subjection to the 
Roman State than ever they had been before. Be- 
ſides Fudea and Comagena, before particulariz'd, 
he reduc'd the Kingdoms of Lycia, Pamphylia, and 
Cilicia, in Aſia, which before had their own proper 
Kings, to Provinces of the Empire : In Emrope he 
did the like to the Kingdoms of Achaja and Thra- 
cia,, the Iſlands of Rhodes and Samos , together 
with the great City of Byzantium, and many 
other Places. Aur. Vidor tells us, That this Empe- 
ror new form'd and eftabliſh'd a thouſand Nati- 
ons, who ſcarcely before were reckon'd to be 
two hundred,the greateſt Part of them being ex- 
tinguiſh'd by the Cruelty of former Tyrants. 
As to the Particulars and Occaſions of all theſeAdts, 
Hiſtorians have been too ſhort and .imperfec ; 
tho'-we have Reaſon to preſume from the reſt of 
the Actions of this Emperor, that his Conqueſts 
and Reductions were not without good. Grounds 
or very plauſible Pretenfions. As no Provinces in 
the Empire lay out of his View and Care, ſo in 
all his. Reign he had a particular Regard to Bri- 
tain, asia Nation that}added much Glory and Re- 
nown to the Roman Empire. He firſt ſent Perilirs 
Cerealis.to be Governor in thoſe Parts,who bravely 
entred - the: Country of the - Brigantes, the moſt 
Northern and numerous People in that Pro- 
vince ;. to whom he gave many and ſignal De- 
feats, .and either ravag'd or conquer'd the greateſt 
Part of their Territories. /So that Cereal;s ſeem'd: 
to-have eclips'd the! Fame and Conduct of any 
that cou'd come after him ; when Fulizs Fronti- 
7, a'great Man, and as eminent as cou'd be ex- | 
pected after ſuch a Predeceſlor, ſucceeded by Ve. 
ſpaſian's Order in the ſame Charge,' with no leſs 
Glory. For he ſubdu'd the ſtrong and war-like 
Nation of the S;lures, the Inhabitants 'of Sourb= 
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The Death of 
Veſpalian. 


Men in the Empire. 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book 1, 
Wiles ; where he had not only a potent Enenry to 
encounter, bur alſo almoft mfuperable Difficutries 
from the Nature and Situation of the Country. 
Fn the Taft Year of Ve/pa/ian's Reign, Frontinus Was 
fucceeded by TFulins Arricola, a Commander of 
great Fame both for Valour and Condu&, who 
enter'd upon the moſt memorable Expedition that 
had ever been known in Britain, condinuing abonr 
ſeven or eight Years, and ſucceeding with great 
Reputation and Renown. But nothing of great 
Note was perform'd by him in this Reign. 
Veſpefian being now in bis Ninth Conſulſhip, 
and his Son Tis in his Seventh, and having done 
many great and noble Acts to the happy Sertle- 
ment of the Empwe, he was furptiz'd at Campania 
with ſome light Motions of a Diftemper, when 
immediately he cry'd out, according to the Emo- 
tions of his Pagan Principles, Methinks T am” going. 
70 be a God. His Indiſpofirion caus'd him to tes: 
move to rhe City, from whence he retir'd ro-Ca- 
zxliz, and an Eſtate he had about Reate, which he 
uſually vificed every Surmmer. In this Place, not- 
withſtanding the Encreaſe of iis Diftemper, he 
oy himfelf up to the Aﬀeairs of the Empire as 
ormerly ; but having corrupted his Entrails by 
the Uſe of Cold Water, the was after fome time 
ſuddenly taken with a Flux, which ſoon brought 
him to fach Weakneſs, as he was ready to faint; 
when of a ſudden he cry'd 'out with his former 
Courage and Bravery , An Emperor ought to die 


ſtanding on bus Feet 3 and raiſing himſelf up, he ex- 


pir'd in the Hands: of thoſe that fuftain'd him 
his Death being highly lamented, and Ins Memo- 
ry gratefully preſerv'd by all the Great and Wiſe 
Thus dy'd Flavins Veſpaſcan, 
the Tenth Emperor of Rome, in the Sixty ninch 
Year of his Ape, after a laborious Reign of Ten 
Years, 


f 


Chap. VI TITUS XL. 


Years, or very near; a Prince of great Wiſdom, 


| Moderation and Modeſty, next Julizs Ceſar in 


War, and to Auguſtus in Peace 3 one whom Pro- 


| vidence feem'd to have rais'd on purpole to: re- 


ſtore ſo vaſt an Empire as Rome, and fave .it 
from finking; and one whom Pliny ſaid, That 
Greatneſs and Majeſty had chang'd nothing in-bim; but 
enly to make bis Power of doing Good anſwerable to 
bis Will, He was the Second Reman Emperor that 
dyd a natural 'Death, and the- firft that was fuc- 
ceeded by his own Son. He dy d-in the 832 
Year. of the City, A. D.79: it being 123 Yeats 
after the Beginning of the Empire by Julia Ce 
/ar, and 1of afrer the Strtlement of it by Au- 
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' From the Death of Veſpaſian, t# the Death 


of Domitian ., the twelfth Emperor, which 
ended the Family of the Velpaſians , aud 
» the twelve Cxiars. 


Containing the Space of near 17 Tears. 


LF FP O N-the Deceaſe of the great Veſpaſian, 
. his eldeft Son 7;izs was univerſally receiv'd 
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A. D. 
79. 


and obey'd as. Emperor ; both for being his Fa- Tirus made 
thers Aﬀfociace in the Empire, and likewiſe his £707 


being appointed his Succeſſor by his laft Will 


- and Teſtament : 'Only his ambitious Brother Do- 


mitiay made fome Oppoſition, inſolently :main- 
taining, That has Father bad nominated him, and 
that bis Brother Titus had falſify d his Will ; but his 
Plea having but a Weak Foundation, ſoon _ 

or 
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for want of a Support. Titus was now -near | 39 
Years of Ape, a: Perſon of uncommon Excellen- 
cies and Accompliſhments, both as to the Per- 
feftions of his Body, and the Ornaments of his 
Mind. He had ſerv'd in many Wars and Expe- 
ditions,- with. great Honour and Renown, and 
diſcharg'd many Offices in the State'with no, leſs 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding. Yet notwithſtand- 
ing his many Vertues.and Deſerts,, he had not 
liv'd free from ſeveral, Crimes and Vices, which 
brought many Accuſations and. Aſperſions upon 


him in his Fathers Reign. His Severity; to fome 


particular Perſons, and his. countenancing the 


Aſſaflination of 4. Cxggyna and ſome others, for. 


exciting the Soldiers toSedicion, gain'd him. the 
Hatred of many. Beſides his Cruelty, he was 
decryed alſo for his Voluptuouſneſs and Luxury;for 
his frequent Spinning out his Treats and Collati- 
ons with the moſt profuſe and” diflolute of his 
Friends, till Midnight and after. ;, Nor was, he leſ 
accusd for his Luſt upon many Accounts, .ani 


particularly for his extraordinary Paffion for Queen 


Berenice , Siſter to King Agrippa of Fudea ; to 
whom by Report, he had promis'd/ Marriage,/but- 
perform'd it not by reaſon of the Hatred of the 
People. He was ſuſpe&ted alfo of :Rapine_and 
Extortion, in relation to his Father's new Impoſi- 
tions, upon whoſe Account 'he'; was: willing to. 
bear part of. the Odium. And more than all, he 
was not only look'd, upon. privately-as a ſecond: 
Nero, but-likewiſe pronounc'd ſo: publickly by-the: 
People; ſo that: ſcarce ever any .Man -arriv'd at 
the' Empire with a, more fſully'4-. Reputation), 
or a//igreater Repugnancy of- the | People of. 
Rome.. 

But in a very ſhort time after his Entrance up- 
on the Government, theſe Calumnies and Accu- 
{ations 


Chap: VI TITUS XL 
fations turn'd all to his Praiſe and Advantage ; 
and his Vertues and Graces became ſo bright and 
perſpicuous, as to diſperſe all Doubts and Suſpici- 
ons, and to make him gain that Reputation un- 
der the Burden and Envy of an Empire, which 
he cou'd not obtain under the Freedom of' a pri- 
vate Perſon. Afﬀeer this he had fo much Skill 
and Addreſs , together with ſo much good For- 
tune in gaining upon. the Hearts and Afﬀections 


| of all People, fo as to be generally StiFd The Lowe 


and Delight of Mankind. ' His firſt Step towards 
the gaining the Hearts of his Subjects, and his 
happy Government .of the Empire, was his mo- 
derating his Paſſions, and bridling his. ftrong In- 
clinations 3 one great Inſtance of which, was his 
withdrawing himſelf from the Company of his 
beautiful Queen Berenice, 'and his ſending her a- 
way, notwithſtanding their mutual'and paſſionate 
Loves, and-all ont af: the;great Reſpe& he bore 
to the Senate and ;*.eople of Rowe. . He alſo diſ- 
charg'd ſeveral Perlons who were: the chief In- 
{truments of his Delights and Recreations, rightly 
judging'/;them to be.unbecoming the Majeſty and 
Dignity, of: his Office. He not only: forbore to 
countenance. and careſs his Company of Dan- 
cers,, which he had: formerly. choſen with great 
Skill; but alſo to ſee them in any publick Atſem- 
bly; tho”, he was ſtill: a great Incourager of 
publick Games and Manly 'Paſtimes. | In'all theſe 
Matters, 'he- ſhew'd ſuch a happy Mixture.of firm 
Reſolution-and humble Modeſty, thar of him ic 


was ſaid, That if ever any Man truly abſtain'd- from 


what 2yas his own, he was the Perſon. He Wwasnot 
thus only-in reſpect to himſelf, but likewife to 
all others, for he never took any Thing from a 
Citizen,: and was fo little addicted to detire other 
Men's Properties, that he wou'd not receive bw 
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try'd by ſeveral Laws; or that any one ſhou'd in- 
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uſual Prefents and Contributions which wer 
his due : Yet none of his Predecefſſors was mor: I ! 
truly hberal and munificent than he. ; 

The'firſt Publick A& he did, was a: general 
Confirmation and Ratification of many Reward; 
and Privileges which had been granted: by {& 


der of Tiberias, by which Succeeding | Emperors 
might refuſe to confirm their Predeceſiors Grants ; 
fo that when they did confirm 'em, it was com- 
monly with ſuch Formality,” as if they were the 
firſt and only Donors : But Titzs without thok 
Formalities, confirnr'd all by: one general Edid, 
and was the firſt Emperor that obſerv'd that Me- 
thod. Afcer this he proceeded with all Wiſdom 
and Diligence in the great Aﬀairsof the publick, 
and particularly in the regulating and reforming 
of ſeveral Miſchiefs which had not-beea perfet:- 
ed in his Father's Reign ;; amongſt which that of 
Informers, Promoters and Petti; 'ggers was very noto- 
rious, who'had their Riſe from the Licentiouſnel; 
and Impunity of former Reigns, and daily in- 
creaſing in Corruptions, they became-:the Cai 
fe and Fomenters of all. Kinds of Heats. and” Dil- 
ſentions. 'Of theſe Tirus made daily” and publick 


'Examples, Gondemning' them- to be ſcourg'd and 


beaten with Clubs in: the rmain Forum, then to bt 
dragg'd through the Theater, and ar laſt part to 
be ſold as Slaves, and part to be tranſpozted to 


uninhabited Iflands, till he had utterly extermi- 


nated thoſe Pefts of the City. To puta further 
Stop than his Father had done fo the:Corruptions 
and Tediouſnefs of Law-Suits , he prohibited 4 
mong other Things, that the ſame Caſe ſhou'd be 


quire into the Eſtate of any dead Perſon after 4 
ſet and preciſe Number of Years. - 
e 
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He was no lefs aQve than his Father in repair- 
ing of ancient Buildings, and erecting of new z 
and after he had dedicated the famous Ampht- 
theatre, and with admirable Expedition finiſh'd 
the Baths hard by, he exhibited many Shews which 
were very Sumptuous and Magnificent. He pre- 
ſented alſo the People with a Naval Battel, in 
the old Naumachia, as alſo a Prize by his Gladia- 
tors in the ſame Place ; and in one Day he caus'd 


fooo Wild Beaſts of all Kinds to be baited for 


the Satisfa&tion of the Citizens. In theſe and 
in all other Caſes, he treated the People with ex- 
ceeding Kindneſs and Afﬀability, and having de- 
ſign'd to give them the Diverſion of the Gladia- 
tors, he order'd it to be proclaim'd, That all Things 
ſhou'd be exhibit'd not according to his own Fancy, but 
the Pleaſure of the Speators ; and he was fo far from 
refuſing what they deſir'd, that he earneſtly folici- 
ted them to declare their Minds. Moreover his 
Complaiſance was fo great, thar tho? in his Judg- 
ment he was for one Party of the Gladiators, yet 


he many times joyn'd both in Voice and Geſture 


with the Opinion of the People ; Yer ſtill fo as 
to retain the Majeſty of an Emperor, and to do 
no Injuſtice in the Diſtribution of the ſeveral 
Prizes. And that he might not be deficient in any 
Point of Popularity, he permitted the common 
Sort to have Acceſs into his Baths, while he was 
baching himſelf. His Liberality, Courteſie, and 
Readineſs to do Good, have been obſerv'd and 
applauded by Writers in all Ages; and even St. 
Auguſtine {til'd him by the Title of a moſt feet, 
Prince, One of his principal Methods was never 
to fend away any Petitioner with an unpleaſing 
Anſwer , nor without ſome Hopes of Succeſs ; 
and thereupon being advertisd by ſome of his 


Councel, That he promisd more than he feem'd able 
fo 
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fe perform, he made Anſwer, That no Man ought 
zo depart ſorrowful from the Preſence of a Prince; an 
Anſwer that thew'd him to be all Mercy and 
Goodneſs. He was naturally fo deſirous of do- 
ing Good, and of afliſting others in all kinds of 
Neceflities, that one Night being told that he had 
done nothing for any Perſon that Day, he with 
a heavy Countenance, expreſs'd his DiſlatisfaRi- 
on in this Memorable Apophthegm, Amici , Diem 
perdidi, My Friends, I have loſs a Day ; a Sentence 
worthy of an Emperor, and to be retain'd in the 
Memory of all Princes. 

The whole Rule and Government of this Em- 
peror, was Mild and Merciful, ſo as to receive no 
Accuſation againſt ſuch as cenſur'd and abusd 
him; for he uſually ſaid, hen I do nothing wor- 


thy of Cenſure, I regard not Calumnies. He was ſo 


tender of the Lives of his Subjets, that when he 
enter'd upon the Office of Pontifex Maximus, he 
ſolemnly proteſted, That he did it ro keep bis Hands 
pure and undefiled from Blocd 5 from which time he 
never was either Author or acceſfary to any Mans 
Death, tho' he wanted not Occaſion for executing 
his Revenge; affirming, That he had rather die him- 
felf,, than put another to Death. Of this great Cle- 
mency, there was a remarkable Inſtance : Two 
of the Patritian Degree being convicted of Trea- 
ſon, and aſpiring to the Empire, he niade uſe of 
no Torments or Inquilitions, nor inflicted any 
Puniſhment, but only privately admoniſh'd 'em 
to deſiſt, mildly telling them, Thar the Empire was 
given by Providence,” and that it wasin Vain to com- 
mit a Vilany either in Hopes of obtaining it, or through 
Fear to be diſappointed of it : But for any thing elſe, 
they might command what he cou'd grant. At the 
ſame Time he diſpatcht a Meſſenger to one of 
their Mothers to eaſe her of her Fears, w__ to 

| allure 
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aſſure her, That her Son 2y25 ont: of all Danger ; and, 
as if. this was not a ſufficient Inſtance of his Ge- 
neroſfity, he not only entertain'd them at Supper 
with . himſelf that Night, but the next Day at a 
Spectacle of Gladiators, he-plac'd them by himſelf, 
and when the Combitants Weapons were accor- 
ding to Cuſtom preſented to him, he publickly 
deſir'd their Judgment and Approbation. His 


. Carriage was no leſs remarkable towards his Bro- 


ther Domitian, who was continually conſpiring a-. 
gainſt his Perſon, and as often incenſing the Le- 
ions and- Cohorts againſt him, Soliciting them 
toa Defection, in order to which he had pre- 
par'd all Matters for an open Rebellion. Yet 
notwithſtanding all theſe Provocations and Dan- 
gers, he wou'd not be perſwaded , either to exe- 
cute, baniſh or diſcountenance him by diminiſh- 
ing his former Hohours; but on the contrary, he 
comported himſelf towards him as at firſt, giv- 
ing him the Title of Afociate and Succeſſor, and 
with Tears privately entreating him, Not to at- 
tempt that by Treaſon and Fratricide, which he ſhortly 
ſhou'd obtain freely and in Courſe; therefore he de- 


| ſir d, That at length they might live amicably like Bro- 


thers. 

In the ſhort Reign of this Emperor, there bap- 
ned fome Misfortunes and Calamities no leſs un- 
expected than deplorable : The firſt was a dread- 
ful and. almoſt incredible Eruption of the Flames 
of Mount Veſuvins in Campania, which after it had 
ruin'd many Cities and a vaſt Tract of Land, the 
Aſhes were carry'd through the Air into many 
diſtant Nations. Art this Mount Pliny the Elder, 
and famous natural Hiſtorian, then Admiral of 
the Roman Navy, being deſirous to diſcover the 
Reaſon of this wonderful Accident, by his too 
near Approaching it, was ſuftocated in the ſmoak, 

as 


The Roman Hiſtory, Book | 
as his: Nephew teſtifies. Beſides this terrible Catz 
mity, there hapned a Fire in Rome, which laſted 
three Days ,. and as many Nights inceſfantly ; 
and likewife a. dangerous Peſtilence, in which 
chere commonly dy'd ten Thoufand every Day. 
Nevertheleſs in all theſe Miſeries, Tirms behav'd 
himſelf not only with the Care and Regard of 
2 Prince, but hkewife with the Tendernefs and 
Compaſlion of a Father, comforting the diſtreſsd 
with his reviving Edidts, and afliſting them as his 
own Revenues wou'd permit him. He choſe fuch 
Perſons by ſuffrage, as had been Conſuls before, 
to take upon them the Charge of ſeeing the Ruins 
in Campania repaired ; and ſuch Goods and E- 
ſtates as were found pertaining to Perfons which 
had perifh'd by the faid Mountain, and had dy'd 
without Heirs, he commanded ſhou'd be employ'd 
towards the Building of thoſe Cities and Towns 
which had ſuffer'd. In relation tothe Burning of 
the City, he publickly declar'd, That he 2vou'd take 
the whole loſs of that upon himſelf 5 and according- 
ly he deſign'd all the Ornaments and Furniture 
belonging to his own Palaces to. the Re-adorn- 
ment of the Temples, and publick Buildings of 
the City : And that all Things mightbe effected 
with more Certainty and Expedition, he com- 
milſfion'd ſeveral Roman Knights to ſee all his Com- 
mands executed. Then to remedy the Peſtilence, 
and to abate the Malignity of that Diſtemper, 
there were no Methods either human or divine 
that he neglected ; having ſought out all ſorts df 
Remedies, and all Kinds of Sacrifices which 
he thought might be of any imaginable Uſe. 
While 7s was thus bufily employ'd in the At: 
fairs of a calamitous tho' peaceful Empire, 4gr- 
cola, his renown'd Lieutenant in Britain, proceed- 


ed in his famous Expedition with admirable _ 
; CE15, 
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ceſs, both in reducing and civilizing that Nati-. 

on. He hadenter'd Britain in the Reign . of Ye-. 
ſpaſian, a ſhort time before whoſe Arrival, [the Or. 
devices, the Inhabitants of North-IWales ,, had al- . 


| moſt intirely deftroy'd a Wing of the Roman Le-: 


gions ; by which Means the reſt of the conquer'd. 
Nations were all ready for a Revolt, either out 
of Deſire of Liberty, or to ſee the Worth of the 
new Lieutenant. Agricola, tho' the Seaſon was 
far advanc'd, with great Celerity gather'd toge- 
ther his ſcatter'd Troops and Auxiliaries, and 
,march'd towards theſe formidable People, who 
kept themſelves in Places of Advantage ,. and 
durft not deſcend into indifferent Ground. _ He 
therefore with great Bravery placing himſelf fore- 
moſt, advanc'd towards them with his Army, 
and- being ſeconded with the Skill and Courage 
of his veterane Soldiers, put them all to Flighc 
and Sword, fo that the whole Nation was al- 
moſt extirpated. Agricola, finding that all Things 
were like to ſucceed according to the Event of his 
firſt Actions, immediately dertermin'd to make 
himſeif Maſter of the Iſle Mena, or Angleſey 5 but 
this Deſign being fo ſuddenly laid, Ships , were 
wanting for the Expedicion, which Defe&t was 
notwithſtanding ſupply'd by the great Policy and 
Reſolution of the General. He commanded a 
choice Body of Auxiliaries, who. were well ac- 
quainted with the Shallows of the Waters, ſud- 
denly to paſs over, and invade the Iſland ; and 
theſe, by the Cuſtom of their Native Country,be- 
ing able in Swimming to govern themſelves, their 
Horſes and Arms , perforn'd it fo effectually , 
that the Enemy, who firſt expected a Fleet, were 
exceedingly 'ſurpriz'd and - confounded , as - ſup- 
poſing nothing. could be hard or invincible toMen 
that began a War with ſuch Reſolution. Where- 

WY” | - > dipdics upon 
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upon they immediately deſir'd Peace, and ſurren- 
der'd the Iſland to the Command of Agricola ,. 
who now became great and famous, as having 
upon his'Enterance, a Time uſually ſpent in Ce- 
remony and Oftentation, encounter'd fo much 
| Toil and Hazard withſuch Succeſs. 

Agricola in theſe proſperous Proceedings of his 
Fortunes, ſought not with any glorious Relati- 
ons or Letters, to improve and augment the great- 
neſs of his Honour,; but rather in ſeeking to ſup- 
preſs the Fame of his Actions, made *em become 
more ſplendent : And then applying himſelf to 
Civil Government , he regulated and reform'd 
many Abuſes and Corruptions in his Family, in 
his Camp, and in the whole Province , and e- 
ſpecially thoſe that afflicted the poorer Sort, , as 
Exactions, 'Encreafe of Tributes and Corn, which 
had been very burdenfom to the - Britains; all 
which he moderated and levelPd in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as they became eaſfie to the Inhabitants. By 
ſupprefling theſe and the like Enormities , he 
gain'd no lefs Honour than in the Field , all 
Perſons beginning to entertain an honourable O- 
pinion of their new Governour. And whereas 
the Britains, hitherto haraſs'd with. Oppreflions 
and Wars, had ſmall Leafſure or Inclination to 
apply themſelves to Matters . that accompany 
Peace, and to the Ornaments of civil and ſetled 
Societies ; therefore they were ready for Revolts 
and Infurre&tions upon every ſlight Occaſion. 
The better to induce them by Pleaſures to Reſt 
and 'Quietnefs, he exhorted* them in private,. and 
aflifted chem in publick to build Temples, Pla- 
ces. of Refort, and ſtately Houſes ; and likewiſe 
provided that. the Sons of the Nobility ſhou'd.be 
carefully inftrudted_ in the Eiberal Arts and Sci- 
ences, commenting the Induſtry, and oy” 
the 
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Chap. VI. TITUS XL. 


the Parts of the Brirains before thoſe of the Gauls ; 
ſo that they, who but lately deſpis'd the Romar 
Language, did now atfe& and ſtudy the Graces 
of it. From that time alſo, the Roman Modes 
and Dreſſes became in requeſt , and the Gow: 
commonly wore ; proceeding by Degrees to thoſe 
Incentives to Debauchery, Portico's, Baths and Ban- 
quets, which by the Ignorant were term'd Gen- 
teelneſs, when in reality Tacitzs tells us, they 
were but the Trappings of their Yoak and Bon- 
dage. By theſe Means Agricola brought the Bri- 
tains to a more General Inclination to Peace , 
which partly by the Negligence, and partly by 
the Avarice of former Governours, had been no 
leſs odious than War it ſelf. 

In the following Year, Avricola , unſatisfied 
with his former Conquelits, diſcover d new Coun- 
tries and Parts of Britain yet untouch'd, or at 
leaſt not fully fubdu'd ; and being ambitious of 
drawing the Confines of the Roman Empire into 
a larger Compaſs, he marched Northward up to 
the very Frith of Tazs or Tweed, waſting all as 
he paſsd, and without Reſiftance fortity'd the 
Paffages with Caſtles and Forts, which he ſtored 
with | ſufficient Proviſions. By which means eve- 
ry wintring Garriſon ſecured and guarded it ſelf, 
and with the Summer Service, ever repaired the 
Winters Miſcarriages 5 which continually difap- 
pointed the Enemy, fo that Agricola had all the 
Succeſs he con'd-i deſire. The following' Summer 


he Apent in ordering and fetling what he had 


. over-run ; and with ſuch Succeſs, that if the Va- 


! 


lour of his Armies, and the Glory of the Romnr 


- Empire ' cou'd have permitted it, they needed not 
-haye ſought any '6ther Boundary in Britain. For 
"the Friths of Glota and Bodorria, Dunbretton and 
 Edenborough , - ewb Arms of two oppoſite Seas , 
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ſhooting far into the Land, were only divided by 
a narrow Neck of Land, which Agricola had fe- 
cur'd by. Forts and Garrifons; fo' that the Ro- 
mans were 'abſolute Lords of: all the South-Side , 
and had pent up the Enemy as it were within a- 
nother Iſland. | 

| For theſe great Succeſfes and Exploits in Bri- 
tain, Agricola: not only purchasd much Fame, but 
Titzs alſo receiv'd: great Honours upon 'his: Ac- 
count , © particularly to be : ſaluted Imperator the 


- fifteenth time. | Bur. he liv'd nor to enjoy theſe 
Honours, being ſuddenly ſnatche away, to :the 


exceeding Detriment of the World; and to the 
unexprelitble Grief of all his Subze&s. Shortly 
before, at the finiſhing of certain - publick Solem- 
nities, in which he wept plentifully before the 


- People, he' retired into the Territories of the Sa- 
- bines, ſomewhat more Melancholy. than formerly, 
. being diſcourag'd at ſome unfortunate Omens. In 


. his firſt Stage he was ſurpris'd., with a burning 


| Fever, and being carry'd- afterwards in. his Lit- 


ter, and finding. that he muſt ſubmit to Death, 
he con'd not forbear exprefiing his mighty. Un- 
willingneſs. to depart ; and looking up to Heaven, 


- with: an unuſual Tendernefs- complain'd, That be 


ſbou'd be taken away ſo undeſervedly, and proteſting that 


' in the whole Courſe of his Life, he did not,: know. of 


The] Death of + 
Tixus. 


any Aion but one that 'he ought to, repent of,, whuch 
he 'did not expreſs. - Shortly after he dy.d, upon 


the Ides-of September, in.the: ſame. Town where 


his Facher dy'd ;;not, withqut;,Suſpicion..,of .his 


Brothers Treachery, being ;now in. the 41/.Y ear 


of: his- Age, having - had but ;a,;Short: Reign. of 


ewa Years, as many: Months and twenty. Days ; 


:<ai Prince too deſerving forſoicorrupt an Age, and 


! 
..of Dignity, in whole Countenance was. no. lels 


one. whom Tacitzs Tays; was capable of .any kind 


Sweetnels 


» 
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Sweetneſs than Majeſty. This happen'd 48 Years 
after our Saviour's Crucifixion ; . about: which 
Time ſeveral dangerous Herehies, began to creep 
inco the Church, and corrupt . the Purity of the 
Chriſtian Faith. 


II. As ſoon as the Death of 7;rus was known and 
publiſh'd, a general Grief and Sadneſs appear'd in 
all the Ciry, which, in a ſhort time ſpread it ſelf 
through ali the Provinces to the utmoſt Bounds of 
the Empire; this. Prince being lamented in all 
Parts as tho”, the. World had been deprived of a 
perpetual Protector. All the Senators, without 


any legal and.regular Convocation, - haſted. to the 


Senate-Houſe with great Impatience ;. and fhut- 
ting the Doors, for a time, open'd them again, 
reader'd more Thanks and Acknowledgments, 
and heap'd upon.him more Praifes and Encomi- 
ums, than ever any Emperor obtain'd, either be- 
fore or after his Death, placing, him alſo among 
their Gods ; which ſhows with what great facility, 
and in how ſhort. a, time a Prince may gain the 
Hearts of his Subjects. This great and venerable 
Reſped that all had for him and his Father, caus'd 
his Brother-Demitian: to {fucceed him in the Em- 
pire, without Oppoiition or, Contradidtion, . not 
withſtanding the ill Opinion Sa, Any had juſt- 
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Domitian 
made Emperer. 


ly, conceiv'd of him, he being. now about thirty 
Years.of Age: .. The Pride and Ambition of this 


_ Prince had tormerly appear'd in. ſeveral manifeſt 


Inftances, : which.: caus d many to dread his Go- 
vernment ; and ſhortly. after his Arrival at the 


Empire, he.inſglencly declar'd- in, open Senate, 


That it as be who had given it both to bes: Father, and 
Brother, | and that they had bt reſtor'd it to. him again. 


In the former Part of his Reign. his Vices and E- 
normities were. happily temper'd by many wiſe 


23 and 


awe. 
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and good Attions; in which time he ſpent and 
employ'd many of his Hours in divers kinds of 
Recreations and Diverſions, particularly in Ar- 
chery and Gaming, in the Gemby of which he 
was ſo wonderfully expert, that out of Glory he 
wou'd often cauſe his Page to ſtand ata great Di- 
{tance wirh his Hand ſpread for a Mark, where 
he wou'd ſhoot with that Arr as to ſtick all his 
Arrows between his Fingers without any Hure.' 
I muſt not omit one cruel, tho' deſpicable Recre- 
ation, of which all Authors take -notice ; which 
was his uſual Cuſtom of retiring an Hour im a 
Day into his Chamber, in the Beginning of his 
Reign, where his fole Employment was a ridicu- - 
ious catching of Flies, and pricking *em through 
with a ſharp Bodkin ; which Cuſtom gave Occa- 


I , 


ſion to Criſpus, when one enquird, whether any 


Body was with the Emperor, ſharply to anſwer; 
Not ſo much as a Fly. = 


The Beginning of his Reign was generally ac- 
ceptable to the People, at which time the ſhew'd 
{o great an Abhorrency to all manner of Cruelty 
and Bloodſhed, that he once refolv'd by expreſs 
Edi& to forbid the Sacrificing of Oxen. He alſo 
ſhew'd no figns of Avarice or Parfimony ; but on 
the other fide gave frequent Teſtimonies not' only 
of his Moderation 'but Liberality, behaving him- 
{elf very bountifully to all chat were about” him; 
ificulcating nothing to them ſo much as to'avoid 
Bafeneſs and Sordidneſs. Such - Thheritances 'as 
were left him by Perſons who had Children; he 
wou'd not accept; and refus'd ſeveral other E- 
ſtates ; and likewiſe remitted many Penal-ies and 
Tributes which were bis Right. He nepleRed all 
kind of Literature, which his Father and Brother 
had highly encourag'd ; only he was very careful 
and liberal in repairing of the Libraries which had 

| | been 
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been burnt, .and recovering, Copies of ſuch Books 
as had been loſt, fending purpoſely to Alexandria 
to tranſcribe and corredt them. But he- had fo 
great a Hatred to Philofophers, Marhematicians, 
and Aftralogers, that in the ſecond Year of his 


Reign, he nor only banith'd them out. of Rome, | 


_ but likewiſe out of; all Ialy, But in publick Edi- 
fices, Shaws, and-Spectacles, he was no leſs' Am- 
bitious than any of his Predeceſſors. He rebuilt 
ſeveral ſtately and noble Fabricks, which had been 
deſtroy'd; by the. Fire in his Brother's Reign ; a- 
mong the reſt che Capitol which had been burnt 
again : But he was refolv'd tojengrofs. the Honour 
and Glory of it to himſelf ; for he wou'd not per- 
mit any Name-to- be put in; the Inſcriptions bur 
his own; nor allow the leaſt mention of the Pri- 
mitive Founder, In the Capitol he erected a new 
Chapel, which he dedicated to Fupirer Cyſtos, as 
alſo a Forum, or Hall of Juſtice; and in Honour of 
Tupiter Capitolinus , he Inſtituated- three forts of 
Gonteſts to be obſerv'd every five Years, of Mu- 
tick, Horſemanſhip; and Wreſtling, in which he 
diſtributed, his Coronets in great Numbers. He 
likewiſe built another Temple for the Flavian'Fa- 
mily;. a Courſe ot Liſts for Races and Wreſtlings, 
a Muſick-Houſe, 'and many. other -publick and 
magnihcent: Buildings. 

- © The better toobram the Favour and Applauſeof 
the People;Dowitian Ordain'd many publick Shows 
and Games which-were exhibited with wonderful 
Pompand Curiofity, Firlt he caus'd a vaſt Lake 
to be digg'd near the River Tier, 'furrounding it 
Wan 1Pactous Walls. ana AuUmergus Seats 3'=U1 
which he repreſented Sea-Fights, by great num- 
bers of Ships, . which almoſt amounted to: com- 
pleat Fleets, -and ſcarcely differ'd from real Bat- 
tels, He aiſo frequently exhiþiced that cruet Sport 
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of 'Gladiators; and gave large Rewards to Cha- 


+ Ttot-Racers. ' He had likewiſe his'Turneys, 'and 
- Barteis of Horſe-Men and Foor-Men, ' and Hunt- 


ings and Baicings of infinite 'numbers of Wild 


\ Beaſts, in which he'exceeded all his-Predeceffors ; 
for he caus'd Women, as well 'as Men, publickly | 
-'to fight with Wild Beaſts. In the third Year'of 
-his Reign he -caus'd the Celebration of 'thoſe great 


Games and-Feafſts -call'd Secular, which of all'o- 
thers were far the moſt ſolemn and magnificent, 
and-in a regular courſe cou'd be repreſented but 


once in a hundred Years, which was ſo long fince 


their Celebration-by Angutrs ; only Claudius had 
order'd them in his own Reign, without obſerving 
Time or Order. -' In theſe Solemn' and Religious 
Games . he added many Things, and: beſides had 
Diſputations .and Controverſies both in Latin and 
Greek Proſe, as alſo all kinds'of Muſicians, Sing- 
ers and Dancers,: together | with Virgins for run- 
ning of Races : In all which Solemnities he di- 
{tributed great-Rewards, ſitting Preſident himſelf 
magnificently' adorn'd with' a Purple Robe and 


- Crown, with- the; Prieſt of Jupiter and Col- 


lege of the Flavian Prieſts about him; with their 


_Cotonets. . 'He alſo promoted all kinds of 'Tra- 
-gedies, Comedies and: Stage-Playsz and in con- 


cluſion, there were made by his Order all thoſe 
Feaits, Games, ard Revels, that ever had been 


een. or known in "Rome , beſides'\many which 
. were newly-Invented.. - Among all which he 


made a Diſtribution '-among the' whole Body of 


' the Reman People of 3oo Sefterces to every Perſon 
Call 2 Congrariizand during thetime of theſe Reveis, 


-. which laſted a conſiderable Time, he made many 


Aumptuous Banquets and publick Entertainments, 


and there wete thrown among the:common Peo- 
ple all forts of Coins, Clothes, and other valuable 
Things 
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Things out of Windows, which were call'd M/- 
flia, By which kindiof Shows and'Benevolences 
he was! greatly eſteem'd by the vulgar ſort in the 
former Part of his Reign. 

But: in ſome other Matters Domitiau was more 
deſervedly commended and eſteem'd ; particularly 
in his Adminiſtration' of Juſtice,” in which he was 
more than ordinary diligent and induſtrious : He 
many times fat himſelf in an extraordinary man- 
ner in-the Courts, and ſuperſeded the partial Sen- 
tences-of the Centumwviri : He likewiſe admoniſh'd 
the Commiſſioners and delegated Judges, not to 
mcline too much to the Rhetorical Perſwaſions of 
{uch-as interpoſed inthe behalf of the Slaves and 
Servants who demanded: their Liberty, ſeverely 
puniſhing ſuch Judges and Councellors'/as were 
corrupt, -and adcted' by: Bribes. And in this Mat- 
ter he was ſo careful as to encourage the Tribunes 
himſelf to accuſe a particular e4:e of Extortion, 


and to'demand Juſtice againſt him of the Senate. 


He was ſo exact” in- relation .to the Corruptions 
and Enormities/ of the City Magiſtrates, and the 
ſeveral; Governors of | Provinces, that there was 
never known more Equity and Modeſty among 
the great -Officers, 'than in his Reign, tho” after 
his/Death-moſt of. the ſame Perſons were convict 
of :all manner of Crimes. He purſu'd his Father's 
and Brother's Defigns as to the reforming of tedi- 
ous Law-Suits ; and/he diſcharg'd ſuch as had. been 
ſued in'the Exchequer five Years: before, .and had 
their Suits ſtill depending, not allowing any new 
Proceſs 'to be 'made upon that Account , but 
within a Year's ſpace z and with » this particular 
Caution , that if the Informer made- not his 
Charge good, he ſhou'd ſutter Baniſhment... He 
likewiſe prohibited the Caftration of Children ; 


and ſuch as were Eunuchs already, and in the Pol- 
{eflion 
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ſ:flion of the: Merchants, he moderated their 
Prices, and 'reduc'd them. .to::a' more. reaſonahle 
Rate. Obſerving a vaſt' plenty of Wine; and 
as great a ſcarcity of Corn the! ſame Year, he 
concluded , That the great Care in cultivating 
Vines had caus'd- the negle&-of Tillage ;' to: pre- 
vent which Inconvemience for the future,” he |by 
an Edit commanded, That no more Vines ſhou'd 
be planted in Haly, and that they ſhow'd' be: cut 
down in the Provinces, or -at leaſt reduc'd to 4 
Mojety : But he. perſiſted not long in this Reſo- 
lution. Having taken upon him the--Office of 
Cenſor , and the Regulation: of Manners, he' re- 
form'd many Abuſes in 'the City; particularly he 
{uppreſs'd ſuch Libels : and defamatory Writings, 
2s any ways reflected upon Perſons of Quality of 
either Sex, and caus'd them tobe burnt, - adding 
Difgrace and Infamy to the Authors. He turn'd 
a Senator out. of the Houſe, purely for his im- 
moderate Delight in Buffoonery and Dancing; 
judging thoſe Qualities below the Dignity of that 
venerable Order. From fuch Women as [were 
Scandalous in their Lives, he; took away the Pri- 
vilege of Litters, and their Capacities of: Legacies 
and Inheritance ; and ſtruck a Roman Knight out 
of the Liſt of the Judges, for receiving; his: Wie 
after ſhe had been repudiate for Adultery. But'as 
for the Whoredoms ofthe Yeffals Virgins, which 
had been accidentally neglected by his Father and 
Brother, he puniſh'd without Mercy : 'Such-a 
were Convicted but once fuffer'd Death as ordi- 
nary Malefactors ; but others: were bury d abve, 
according to the ancient Cuſtom, and their alle 
cizte Criminals whine *5 Death; | Theſe andthe 
like memorable Acts of Juſtice, -have been highly 
applauded by many ; but in meſt' of *em he usd 
ſuch . Pride and Elation, and ſhew'd himſelf fo 


CX- 
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xceſhively Vain-glotious, as gave almoſt evident- 


ir 
| Mrokens of his fucure Enormities. - He was at pre- 
d Went very various by reaſon of the Equality and 


oportion of his: Vertues and Vices, till in no 
ong time the. latrer-prevail'd fo as to drive him: 
Ento all kinds of Cruelties and Impieries. 


fle Succefles in the laſt Reign, he continu'd his 
Progreſs, and with many proſperous Conflicts. 
ſubdu'd ſome adjacent Places and People, till 
hen unknown' to: the Romans; and likewiſe put 
zarrifons into thoſe Parts of Britain which lie 
towards Ireland.” After this, {aſpetting a general 


f Mnſurretion of. the Calidonians, thoſe fierce Nor« 
g Wthern Nations beyond Bodorris, in the following 


Years he mann'd- out a Fleer to fearch out the 
Creeks and Harbours of thar ample Region, and 
with his Army match'd for the North. Alter va- 
ious Progreflions and Succeſles, - the Britains, in- 
tent- upon nothing but Revenge or Slavery, by 
Leagues and Treatics 'muſter'd up their whole 
Power; being at laſt ſenſible, thatiia common” 
Danger muſt be repell'd by Confederacy and U- 
mon. Theſe, 'as their laſt Effort, had gather'd 
topether above 3 0000 Armed Men, beſides great 
numbers of Youth, and” laſty Old-Men, who for- 
merly: had been famous Soldiers, and ſtill retain'd 
the Scars and Badges of their Bravery. Upon the 
Approaches of both” Armies , all Perſons with 
great Eagerneſs and-Impatience attended the Suc- 
cls of this deciding” Battel 3 and Galgacxs, both 
by Birth and Merit Commander of the Britains, 
with 2 noble Warmth and Conrage'is-Taid to have 
hoken © to this Effe&t. When I confitlcr the Cauſe of 
tos War, and our preſent Urgency, I have Reaſon to 
pre- 
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In all the Beginning of this Emperor Reign,” Apcicols's 
oricla vigorouſly purſu'd his great Attempts and' Progreſs in 
Enterprizes in Britain 3: and after thoſe memora-' Britain. 


whole Iſland ' will date their Birth from thes "important 

Day. For we are the moſt Valiant'\Remains\ of ith 

Britains, /eated in the. remoteſt Parts, beyond the Kn 

of thoſe Nations -enflav'd by the Enemy; |{o that on 

Eyes are yet unpolluted, and free from the Comagion 

. Foreign Tyranny ;\ and | this ſecret ;Receſs, unknown 1 
Fame, hath bitherto - preſerv'd 9 ' in all the. Bl. 

ſings of Liberty. Beyond ws, i no: Nation, nothing bu 
Faves and Rocks; | on that ſide, nothing but. Bondagt 

and Slavery, which we muſt expeft from the Romans; 

a.People unſatiable;. in their Luts,; and. unbounded in 

their Ambitions. Thoſe Robbers:ofi the World, and Ra- 

vapers of the. Univerſe, now i the. exhautted Lands an 

70 more furniſh their | Rapines,' iehdeavour to rifte tix 

wide Seas and Ocean. When they meet\with opulent F- 

nemies, their- Cruelty proceeds from; Awvarice-; why 

with Poor, it ariſes from Ambition." \-The : Eaſt and 

Weſt, vaſt as they are, cannot {atate;.their Vordciow 

Minds ; they, and they alone, 'with: equal | Greidini's 
and Appetite, graſp at the Riches: and, Poverty of 6 

Nations. | Devaſtations, Murders,” and Extirpatian 

paſs with them under the falſe Names 'of Empire 
 Government:;. and they boa#t. of eſtabliſhing Peace 
thoſe Provinces; they have render d deſolate. Our Gas 
are their Tribute, 0ur Corn | their| Proviſion, our Bodies 
their Tools for all, kinds of Drudgery , and ' if the Me 
deſty of our Wives and Daughters has. preſerv'd. them 
from open Vialence, when they were Enemies, if canmt 
ſecurs them from their Laſcivioys Friendſhip, now thy 
are Guests, Other Slaves, whom Nature and Fort 
bave deſtind to Servitude, are nouriſh d by their Mi 
Pers ; but the Britains alone: purchaſe their vn , Bur 
dage, and maintain and: ſupport their Oppreſſors. Were 
our Encmies Courage in War equal to their Debaucherid 
in Peace, we might juitly dread their Arms ; but their 
(Glory xs all owing. to our Diſſenſions : But our you 
Wil 
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will diſſppate their. Forces, which are gather'd out of 
ſo. many. Nations 3 ſo that one Miſcarriage of theirs 
will diſſolve their ; Power. In ſumm, there you ſee 
Tributes and Slavery, here Death or Liberty ; therefore 
let us remember the Glory of our Anceſtcrs, and conſider 
the Happineſs of our Poſterity. Fi 

This Speech being vehemently deliver'd, was 
receiv'd with barbarous Songs, and confus'd Ac- 
clamations ;. while Agricola on the other ſide en- 
courag'd his Men with all the Force and Charms 
of ; the Roman Eloquence, and fearing to be 
fank'd by reaſon of the Enemies Numbers, he 
drew out his Front 1n the utmoſt length, and ad- 
vanc'd himſelf at the Head of. his Foot. The 
Battel began at. ſome diſtance, wherein the Bri- 
tains Thew'd great Art and Courage, by means of 
their broad Swords and ſhort Bucklers, with which 
they bore off "the. Darts of the "Enemies, and 
pour'd in upon them with ſhowers of their own. 
To prevent which Inconveniency , Agricola or- 
der'd the. Batavian and Tungrian  Cohorts to ad- 


-vance againſt.them with their Nay poued Buck- 


kers, which render'd their pointleſs Swords unſer- 
viceable, and, ſo. mangled their. Faces that they 


- 


-were, oblig'd to. retire with great Precipitation. 


This Advantage being ſeconded by che Emulation 
of the other Cohorts, who furiouſly . bore down 
all before them-; and being many Ways back'd 
and ſupported by the' great Skill. of their General, 
the Brizains were. at Jaſt diſpers'd ; whilſt many 
unarm'd ran deſperately upon the Swofds of their 
Enemies, others tho” arm'd betook thehiſelves' to 
Flight, leaving, a Field difmally ſtrew'd ' with 
heaps of - Arms,” Carcaſles, matigled Limbs and 
Blood. Night and Weatinefs pur an end "to" is 
Chace, and Vidtory made it pleafantto the'Tor 


ta 
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. wandering in a deplorable manner , ſpent the 
Night in calling their loſt Friends, carrying of 
the Wounded, in burning their Houſes out 
Rage and Fury, and ſhifting from one Hole: t 
another. Sometimes they conſulted: with each 
other and conceiv'd ſome Hopes ; then again 
they were broke with Compaſflion , and oftner 
with Madneſs at the ſight of their Wives and 
Children, ſeveral- of which they deſtroy'd out df 
Pity, to prevent their future Miferies. This Vi- 
cory put a ſtop to all future Reſiſtance, and 4- 
gricola ſending out his Fleet along the Coaſts, they 
firſt diſcover'd Britain to be an Iſland; and at the 
ſame time found out the Iſles of Orkney, and ſub- 
-dued them, which had only. been heard of til 
that time. And thus, after many Struggles and 
Conflicts, about 138 Years after Tulivs Cfar' 
firſt Entrance, the utmoſt Limits of Britain, and 
the Orcades beyond it, were by the Valour and 


Bhckn's foe! Enduſtry of Agricola made known to the Romans; 


and the greateſt part of the Ifle reduc'd into an 
entire and civiliz'd Province in the fourth Year of 
Domitian's Reign,. the Government of which'was 
ever annex'd and appropriated to the Roman Em- 
perors themſelves, and no ways to the diſpofal of 

the Senate. | | mW” 5 
- Agricola having ſent a plain Account of thekc 
Tranſactions, withont any atnplifying Terms, to 
Demitian, whoſe Vices and Impieties began more 
openly to diſplay th:mſelves; his.Letters were te- 
ceiv'd with. an open ſhew of, great Joy, tho' ih 
Realicy . with as much Trouble and Concern. 
For he. was conſcious to himſelf, That his late 

German Triumph was both uny | 
having bought certain Slaves'of chat Country, and 
dreſt them in the Habit of 'Captives to adorn the 
Solemnity ; whereas now a great and real Viaory 
0 
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guſt and ridiculous; | 
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of many Thouſands ſlain and ſubdu'd became 
current.in every Man's Mouth. - It was dangerous, 
he thought, That the *Honour of a Private Per- 
ſon ſhou'd ecliple the Glory of a Prince ; and 
that he had in vain ſuppreſs'd the ſtudy of Ora- 
tory and other popular Arts, if another cou'd 
thus ſurpaſs him in the Art of War. Being tor- 
mented with theſe Thoughts, and muzing of it 


in his Cloſet, a general Forerunner of Cruelty 


with this Prince, he concluded it moſt conveni- 
ent to conceal his Reſentments cill the Fame of 
theſe Victories, and the Heart and Eſteem of the 
Soldiers -were ſomewhat abated. Therefore he 
took care that Triumphal Ornaments, Statues, 
and other Honours ſhou'd be decreed him, and 
that in, very honourable Terms by the: Senate z 
and to remove him from Britain, caus'd a Re- 
port to be ſpread, That the Lieutenancy of Syria, 
then vacant by the Death of Atilius Rufus, and 


reſerv'd far Perſons of the higheſt Rank, was de- : 


fgn'd for him. By which Policick Contrivance 
this worthy Commander was diſplac'd from his 
Lieutenancy in Britain, the Province being fſur- 
render'd in a peaceable Condition to Salluſtius 
Ixcullus, and that of Syria diſpos'd of otherwife. 
That his Entry into Rome might be obſcure and 
private, he. came into the City by Night, as he 
was order'd; and by Night was admitted into the 
Palace, where the Emperor receiv'd him with a 
ſhort and ſilent Salutationz from whom he quickly 
drew off among the reſt of the Attendants. Aﬀes 
watch, to prevent. further Inconveniencies, he 
gave himſelf up to. a retird and unacive Life; 
notwithſtanding his Death fome Years after was 
not without ſuſpicion of Poyſon by Domitian's 
DireRions. | | 


Thus 
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Thus did this Emperor treat his principal Com. 
mander Agricola ; a manifeſt ſign of an''unpro. 
ſperous Reign, when Princes become regard; 
and jealous of their Subjects, beſt Services. He 
ſhortly after found the Inconveniency of this kind 
of Treatment in the ſucceeding Wars that hay- 
pen'd in his Reign, which were all undertaken 
upon Neceffity. The firſt was againſt the Sar. 
matians in Europe, with whom were joyn'd thoſ: 
of 4/ia, and many of the ancient Scythians, who 
all together invaded the Roman Empire, and began 
a cruel and dangerous War, at once deſtroying 
a whole Legion and a General of the Rom, 
But after ſeveral Reinforcements of the Lepions, 


and much Bloodſhed, the Sarmatians were Over- 


thrown, and conſtrain'd to retire into their Coun: 
try, with the loſs of many of their People. At- 
ter which, in the eighth Year of Domitian's 
Reign, the Dacians, under the Conduct of Dece- 
balzs their King, made an Eruption out of their 
Country, and extreamly afflicted the Roman State; 
in which War many bloody Battels were fought 
to the great ſhame and loſs of the Romans. At 
firſt they Overthrew Oppius Sabinus, a Man of 
conſular Dignity, and cut off the. greateſt part df 
his Army ; and next Cornelins Fuſcus, Captain of 
the Pretorian Guards, in ſeveral Fights. Our re 
maining* Authors are very brief, and imperfe&t #s 
ro the particulars of theſe great and_dangerou: 
Wars ; but Tacitus, whoſe large Account of en 
is loſt, 'tells us, That many Armies and Standard 
of the Romans wete caſt away, through the Raſh: 
neſs or Cowardice of their Commanders. The 
Conteſts were not'then for the Limits of 'the Em- 
pire, and the-Banks of the Danube; but the ſtand- 
4ng Legions, -and - the Provinces themſelves” were 
in Danger of being loſt ; ſo that _ being 
1Cap 
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heap'd upon Lofles, every Seaſon became unhap- 
pily memorable for ſome Calamity or Overthrow. 
But at laſt the Roman State, vigorouſly exerting its 
inward Power and Strength, repelP'd thoſe barba- 
rous Nations, tho' not without the afliftance of Mo- 
ney, and procur'd Domitian a Triumph, which was 
not his only Triumph; for he obtain'd another o- 
ver the Cari, a People in Germayy, with whom he 
maintain'd a doubtful War; for which he vainly aſ- 
ſum'd the Sur-Name of Germanicxys, and caus'd the 
two Months September and Ofober to be call'd Ger- 
manicus and Domitianus, becauſe in one of them he 
was made Emperor, and in the other he was born. 
After this Domitian proceeded to higher Degrees 
of Pride. and Extravagancy, not permitting his 
Statues in the Capirol to be made of any Thing 
leſs than of pure Gold and Silver, and of a pre- 
ciſe Weight. And as Ambition is a boundleſs 
Madneſs, which ſets Men againſt Heaven when it 
has rais'd *'em above the World, ſo it caus'd this 
Emperor impioufly to aſſume to himſelf Divine 
Honours, and to ſtyle himſelf Our Lord and Our 
God ; ordering likewiſe that no Man ſhou'd pre- 
ſume to call him otherwiſe, eicher in Writing or 
Diſcourſe. This monſtrous Arrogancy brought 
him into all Kinds of Enormicies, and was the 


. fatal Fore-runner of many exceflive Cruelties, 


deſtroying great . Numbers of all Sorts, withour 
Mercy or Conſideration ; ſo that he prov'd like 
Nero and Caligula, and not like his Father or Bro- 
ther. He caus'd many Illuftrious Senators to be 
put to Death, ſome ot which had. been Conſuls, 
particularly Civicus Cereals in his Proconſulſhip of 
Aſia, and Salvidenus Orfitus and Accilius Glabrio in 
their Banijhmentrs, unjuſtly pretending Practices 
againſt the State. © He alſo punith'd Multitudes of 
others 'upon every fight _ trifling Occaſion: 
« | 38S 
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 eAlius Lamia among the reſt was executed only 
for his Jeſts, tho' they were old and innocent; 
| Satvius Cocceanus, for Celebrating the Nativity. of 
Otho the Emperor, who was his Uncle Þy the Fa. 
ther's Side ; Merius Pompoſianus , for being report- 
ed to have had an Imperial Horoſcope, portend- 
ing him to be Emperor, and other Pretences of 
the like Nature; and . Sallufius Lucullas, his Lieu- 
tenant in Britain, for ſuffering a new ſort of Lar- 
ces to be calld Lucullia's, after his own Name. He 
commanded 7unizs Ruſticus to be pur to Death, 
for publiſhing a Writing in Commendation: of 
Pets Thraſea and Helvidins Priſcas, two Philoſo- 
phers, contrary to his Father's Promotion in the 
Empire ;_ upon which Occation he a ſecond time 
baniſh'd all the Philoſophers, Mathematicians, &, 
out of Rome and Traly. For theſe and many other 
Cruelties, and for ſome Aftronts receiv'd, Lucin 
Antcnizs, Governor of the Upper Germany, raisd 
a dangerous Rebellion in thoſe Parts ; and being 
Commander of a numerous Army, he uſurp'd the 
Title of Emperor. The Succeſs of this Infurre- 
ction remain'd long doubtful, and became dai! 

more formidable to the Emperor , who had fo 
much loſt the Love of his People , till his Gene- 
ral Normandas dexterouſfly ſurpriz'd Antonius, uit 
when a ſudden Overflowing of the Rhine had 
ſtopp'd the Arrival of the German Auxiliaries, and 
deſtroy'd both him and his Army. The News of 
-this Victory, we /are told, was brought to Rome 
by ſupernatural Means on the fame Day that the 
: Battel was fought, to the great {urprize of the 
Emperor and City. | 

..- After this Victory and Succeſs, Domitian's Cru- 
elty encreas'd', ſthewing no Kind of Mercy to 
thoſe who had been of the adverſe Party ; and 

that. he might cthroughly revenge himſelf , and 
diſcover 


Chap. VI DOMITIAN XIL 

diſcover all their Accomplices, he invented new 
Kinds of Tortures, putting Fire into their Privi- 
ties, and ſomerithes cutting off their Hands. At- 
ter which he became exorbirant in - his Cruelrties, 
even to his greateſt Friends and Favourites, in 
which he was not only fierce and poſitive, but al- 
{ exceeding . fubtle and artificial in ſurprizing. 
The Day, before'he ,crucify'd the Controller of his 


Houſhold, he kindfy call'd him op into his Cham- 


ber,” caus'd him to fit down by him, difmifſs'd him 
chearful and fecure, and favour'd him with a 
Diſk of Mear from his own Table thac Night: 


Having concluded on the Death of Areinus Cle- 


meas, a Perſon of Conſular Dignity, and one of 


. his principal Favourites and Emiffaries, he ſent 


fot him, complemented him, ſhew'd him greater 
Favour than formerly, and carry'd him about 
with him.in his own Litter. And that he might 


abufe the Patience of Men with more Scorn and 


Conretapt, he never proftiounc'd any diſmal Sehi- 
tence, bur with a cunning Preamble, full of great 
Clemency and Mercy ; fo that whenever he ap- 


 pear'd kind and gentle. in the Prologue, it was a 
certain'Sign of proving (cruel and bloody in the 
Epilogne. Having brought forne Perſons accusd 


of Treaſon before the Senate, to prepare them 


for his Deſign, he publickly dectard, That that 


Day wou'd manifeſtly ſhew how dear he was to the Se- 


ate; by which Means he fore-ſpoke their Judg- 
ments, and eaſily prevail'd co have them con- 


demn'd.to die more Majorum, the moſt cruel of all 


"Deaths : Which when he had obtain'd, as if he 
had been terrified with the Acrocicy of the Puniſh- 
 menr, he thus interceded with-che Senate, Permr, 
-T beſeech you, Venerable Fathers, that I may obtain of 
Jour tender Piety (which I' know cannot be obtain'd 
. but "with great Difficulty ) thah Theſe poor condemnn'd 


2 TWretches 
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Wretches may be allow'd to make choice of what Deaths 
they will ſuffer : By ſo doing, you will reſcue your own 
Eyes from a diſmal Spectacle of Horror ;. and all the 
World will take notice that T was then preſent in the 
Senate. OO LE... 
* In the midſt of theſe various Cruelties,: this 
_ Emperor gave himſelf up to all Kinds. of Luxury 
and Incontinence, and to the Practice of all ſorts 
of covetous and rapacious Aets. - In the former 
he was no lefs notorious than the moſt vicious of 
his Predeceſſors, being enormouſly addicted to 
Luft and Wantonneſs, and frequently converſing 
and ſwimming with the moſt ordinary and lewd 
Proſtitutes. Having exhauſted his . Treafury by 
his extraordinary Buildings, by his frequent Ex- 
hibitions to the People, by his Augmentation of 
his Soldiers Pay, and other great Charges of the 
Empire, his Avarice began to appear, and. to 
ſhew it ſelf in its moſt ugly Form, reducing, him 
to the Invention of all Kinds of Rapines and 
Extortions, He ſeiz'd upon the _Eſtates of all 
People, whether Living or Dead, upon the leaſt 
Accuſation, by the firſt Informer ; and -che ſinal- 
leſt Action 'or Word againſt the. Majeſty of the 
: Prince, was ſufficient to ruine the Poſſeſſor. . He 
confiſcated Inheritances, tho* never ſo remote, it 
but one Witneſs cou'd be found to depoſe, That be 
heard the deceaſed Party ſay when living, That Czſar 
vas his Heir. With which artificial Contrivances, 
and as many others as he cou'd invent, he never 
ceas'd ſqueezing and pillaging opulent Perſons, not 
only in Rome and-ſtaly, but alſo in other Provinces 
ſubje& to the Empire; fo that Wealth and Riches 
now became the Romans greateſt Snare. But above 
all, the ſeveral Tributes. of the Fews, now the 
Abjetts of the World, was, exacted with greateſt 
Rigor and Severity ; not only. from ſuch as by 
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open-[Profeflion.: were: Fes, and. prattis'd- their 
Religivn: in;the City, ,, but from ſuch alſo as had 
diſſembled their Original, and by that Means, e- 
vaded. the Impoſitions. - And his enormous Impi- 
eties'; having awakned in him the quickeſt Jealot- 


261- 


fies, he became exctreamly ſuſpicious of the Line - 


of! David, upon Report made to him, That from 
Him \ſhou'd ariſe.a Perſon who was to rule the whole 


Worl4.,. Whereupon this, cruel Emperor comman- . 


ded . all hoſe. Few of the Linage of David ro be 
diligently 'fearcht out and Slain. Tho' afterwards, 
two; Chriſtian Grandſons of St. Jude: the Apoſtle, 
of that Line, being brought before him, and 
tinding;'them poor,' and. |underſtanding by them 
that Chyiff's Kingdom was, not of this World, he 
diſmiſt: chem,  fuppoling their Meanneſs and Sim- 
plicjty[ito .be below: his Fears and Jealouties. 


At jleagth, to: ſer a; Seal ro ail former Wicked- The Sccond 
neſles,-izhis Emperor ſer. himſeif to perſecute the £52279! Perſer 


Cathoiick, Church, and, to deſtroy the Chriſtian 
Religion 3. and -by his Letters and Edicts, both 
in, Rae and in other Places, infinite numbers .of 
Chtiſt:ans were bani{h'd. and put co Death; upon 
whom-he executed Yarious” Cruelties. This was 
the: Second general Perſecution .of the Church; 
which: broke our in, the, tenth Year. of this Em- 
peror's:;Reign, -and 26 Years after the beginning 
of the Firſt under Nero; - in which the beloved 
Diſciple St. Fohn,, Was ſent for. to Rome, where 
by: Domitiay's Command. he was thrown into a 
Cauldron of boyling Oil, or rather Oil ſec on 
Fire ;, whence he was miraculouſly preſerv'd from 
Danger, and immediately after banilh'd to the de- 
folate Iſle of Patmos; where he wrote the Apocalypſe, 
which was a Divine Repreſentation of the State 
and Condition of Chriſtianity in the future Pe- 
riods and. Ages of . che-Church. Many other e- 


I 2 minent 
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minent Chriſtians ſuffer d in this Perſecution; 
particularly 7:morby was fton'd to Death in Epbe-/! 
ſus by Diana's Votaries; and Dionyſius the ' Arer- 
pagire was martyrd at Athens. Beſides, Domitian" 
ſpar'd not his Couſin German -F, Clemens, at'that 
time Conſul, for being a Chriftian ; ard baniſh'd' 
his Wife F. Domitilla, his own Kinſwomanal-' 
ſo, for the ſame reaſon, into the Iſland Pandata-' 
ria. Thus like his bloody Predecetlor Nero, he 
rag'd againſt the innocent Chriſtians, and likewiſe” 
their Perfecutors; but before his Death, ' after” 
two or three Years, he moderated the Perſecuti-' 
on, and made it ceaſe. 713 40 

Now Demitian by his brutiſh and bloody,Pra-' 
&tices, became odious to the greateſt part of his 
Subjects, but exceeding terrible to the Senate 
and Nobility ; the whole -Body of which he of-+ 
ten threatned, by the cauſelefs Deaths-and 'Ba- 
niſhments of ſo many of them. | Once' the Se-' 
nate-Houſe was beſet, and the- Senators envi- 
ron'd with Soldiers, to their great Terror ;/ ane-: 
ther time they were driven to- a moſt- diſmal 
Fright by a more private Contrivance of the- 
Emperor's, which' ſucceeded in this manner” 
Demitian, at a ſet Evening, made a kindcand fo-' 
lemn Invitation of the principal and greatett part” 
of the Senate, to a Publick Entertainment. At 
the Entrance of his Palace they were all for- 
mally receiv'd, and ceremoniouſly condudeed; 
and lock'd up in a ſpacious Hall hung round with. | 
black , and illuminated by a few melancholy 
Lamps, which were only ſafficient to ſhew: the 
Horror of the Place, and to diſcover {everat.Cot- 
fins, upon which were fairly written the Names 
of the Senators invited. The' Senarots' were 
flld with ſtrange Fears and Apprehenfions at the 
appearance of his diſmal Scene, and T_T 
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Chap. VI. DOMITIAN XI. 


of: Death fo folemnly carv'd out for them ; 
well knowing the cauſeleſs and unreaſonable 
Cruelties of this Emperor. - In the height of 
their frightful Imaginations, after a long waiting, 
their Fears were /1ncreas'd by an Entertainment 


of many naked Perfons, with their Bodies all 
11. @ over blacken'd,. who enter'd the Hall with drawn 
a- Swords in 'one Hand, and. flaming Torches in 
1e the other. The Gueſts at this dreadful Appear- 
ſe; ance, expected nothing but immediate Death, 
_ when {ſuddenly the naked Perſons , after they 
i-' MW had danc'd fome time about them, ſer open the 


2) Doors, telling them , That : the Emperor gave all 
wy the Company leave to withdraw. Thus did this Ty- 
's rant: threaten the main Body of the Senate at 
e once; 'but he ſeldom threatnedwithour ſtriking, 
F eſpecially if he once got their Namezwnto a cer- 
; tain Table-Book which he kept purpoſely for cru- 
C el and bloody Deſigns. | | 


- 


- As Domitian drew near the End of his Reign, 
his Errors and Enormities became more conlpi- 
cuous and notoriqus'; he became more lazy and 
unactive, more inſglent and revengeful, and like 
a thorough-pac'd: Tyrant, inſupportably jealous 
and ſuſpicious, of all Perſons. The Predictions of 
the Chaldeans, and. other Aſtrologers, concerning 
his Death , gave + him violent Apprehenſions ; 
which; together; with his numerous Crimes, 
made. him'liye in. perpetual Difquiet, the leaſt 
Suſpicion throwing him into the greateſt Anxie- 
5-,;;At length; he .wqu'd not, admit any Priſo- 
_ger.. or -Crimmal,,to be broyght before him, bur 
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his Patron, upon any Pretence, he commandet 
Epaphroditus to be executed, for being ſuppos'd to 
alfilt Nero in his Death, tho' he. defir'd it him- 
ſelf, being firlt deferted by the reft of his Friends, 
Finally his Jealoufies encreas'd to that degree, 
that he caus'd ,a Gallery in which he aſcall 
wa'k'd, to be ſet about with a' certain Stone 
call'd Phengites, by the brightneſs of which' he 
coud diſcern what was done behind him'by Re- 
fletion as in a Glaſs. He became daily” tor- 
mented with unfortunate Omens- and Poxtents; 
but nothing more terrify'd him than” the An- 
{wer of A4{/cleterion the Aſtrologer, and the ſtrange 
Accident that enſu'd. For he being accus'd to 
Domitian of publiſhing the Prediftions of his 
Death, and not denying the Charge, the -Em- 
peror  as8Q” if he knew his own Fortune, 
and what wou'd be his Death ; the Aftrologer 
reply'd, That be ſhou'd be devour d by Dogs. To 
convince the World, as he thought, ' of his Er- 
ror, he caus'd him immediately to' be ſlain, and 
burn'd with all poſſible Care and  Cauntiony 
which while his Officers were effe&ting, a furi- 
ous. Tempeſt ſuddenly aroſe , blew/down the fu- 
neral Vile, *and threw off the Body; where the 
Dogs by accident caught it up, and <devour'd it 
before it was half burnt. His Jealoufies- exten- 
ded likewiſe to Writers and Learned Men, e- 
ſpecially Hiſtorians, whom he'puniſh'd for their 
due Praiſes of Illuftrious Men." | Healwaysdread- 
ed theſe, well knowing that 'wiſe and. faithful 
Men continually obſerv'd and condetrined thehai- 
nous Offences of Tyrants, and wou'd record them 
for the good of Poſterity. ' Notwithſtanding /F«- 
ſephus by a happy Fortune retain'd the Favour, if 
not the Incouragement of this' Emperor, finiſh- 
ing -his Hiſtory of the Jewiſh Antiquities, - in ar 
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12th Year of this Reign. At which time flou- 
rih'd many eminent Writers, *particularly | Mar4 
ial, the witty epigrammarick' Poet ; Fauveni the 
dechiming Satyrift, who lively expos'd the Vices 
of this corrupt  Reign;' that Sonorous' enthuſt- 
aftick Poet Statizs, who begins the * 4th Book -of 
his Slvz, with the Celebration of Domitian's 17th 
Conſulſhip, which wasitv the- 1476 - Year of his 
Reign ; with ſeveral others who'were prompted 
more by the Genius of the Nation, than'the In- 
couragement of ' che Emperor. | 


The laſt Part of "this Reign 'is repreſented by 


| Tatitzs, as the 'moſt miſerable and/'infupportable 


of. any "preceding ;'in which he tells'us,' Domi- 
tiap, 'not at ſer” Times, : and by various Degrees, 
but with an uninterrupted Courſe, and with one 
Blow, as (it were; 'endeavour'd to ruin: the State. 
Nero exercis'd* abominable Cruelties, ' but with- 


drew” his Preſence, and'look'd-nor'-on : Bur © the 
W principal Part of the Romans Miſeries'in this Reign, 


was to ſee and be ſeen ; when Mens ſecret Sighs 


were regiſt:r'd'z®* and \when that Stern Counte-. 


nance and fiery: Viſage of 'che Tyranc, with which 
he”arm'd himſelf! againſt Confuſion and; Bluſh- 
ing, 'cou'd | indure publickly to obſerve. and mark 
the Fears and Palenetles. of fuch an. infinite Num- 
ber. of People. | But a Period was. ſoon pur to his 
furious Proceedings'; for Rome had now learnt 
the fatal Secret, and” been inured to that violent 


Expediene of disburchening its: felf of 'Tyrants 


and Monſters. His Ruin was much promoted - by 
means of the unjuſt Death of- his Couſin Clemens 
above mention'd, andhaftned by: Reafon :of an 
accidental Diſcovery of his own Wife Domitia , 
who ſearching into his-black Table-Book, found 
ter own Nameithere, with many of |his principal 
Friends, particularly Srephanus his Steward, _ 

anus 
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bangs and Petrinizs, to whom the ſhew'd the Book 
in 'order to oblige them to gancere Matters with 
ber, and diſpatch Dowitian: Theſe and ſeveral 0- 
thers, to whom the. higheſ Friendſhip had. been 
ſhewn, were ſoon perſwaged/into a deep Conſpi- 
racy, which they form'd and gcarry'd on with the 
greateſt. Diligence - and Heerecy.. Of, theſe S- 
phanus and Phrthenins: were principal, the! latter 
of which was/Domitian's chief Chamberlain, and 
the former' far ſeveral Days had worn a Dag: 
ger in his lefe Arm, which! he' wrapt in Wog|, 
pretending-an -accidental Hurt in that Place. Ha- 
vying after! divers: Conſultations, determined the 
Manner:and, Method of Proceeding, they, imps: 
tiently waited for the- firſt Qpportunity-;to put 
their fatal Deſign in Execution-: i Haive 8 
-: The:Romau Writers take Notice of feveral pre: 
fping | Omens|before his Death; . particularly ire 
quent and terrible. Flaſhes: of Lightning, which 
drove: him :almoſt to Deſpair, and caus'd him to 
-Cry- out, -Let Jove ſtrike bory'he pleaſes. He had 
-Notice formerly:.of the Day. and Hour. of his 
.Death; according to-ſome, and'the precedingÞay, 
having -ocder'd. ſome choice; Fruir which wei 
-preſerited him,' to :be  reſerv'd againſt the , next, 
- he:afded;''If ir be apy Fortune to: uſe them : Thel 
turning to.thoſe about him,. he told them, Tbs 
;the next: Day: ſame fatal Thing: would be perfarm, 
which ſhud © proue:the: Diſcourſe, of all the World. A 
-Midnighthe! was (fo afrighted,;- as to. leap. out d 
(his'Bed ;.aqd-.che next Morning he fſent-. fora 
.Aſtrologer which! came from Germany, and: cot 
:dettn'dhintito; Death for':declaring ro him tht 
. the date great Lightnings portended a Revolution 
{znehe Stace;-- At Night when bis Fears were greet 
.eft, he enquiring.of: his Attendants what:Hour!! 
-was, they. falfly! told. him Midnight, which-w# 
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i Hour po than Ws wot p ha | apprehended.” | 
Ae which, being rranſporred asf all Dangerwas 


of his Body 3- but Parchenivs with great Farneſt-- 


0 
th 
* yaſt, he-haſtned-to his Bath for 'the R 
- 
py 


i Wnek led him another way , pretending he had: 
he zot'a Perſon in his Chamber, who had a Matter - 
it: Woof che higheft: Importance to diſcover to him, and: 
ter W{1ch- as cou'd / not ſafely be deferr'd. In which: 


od WChamber he 'was met by Srephanws, who under 


8d: Mrretence of diſcovering a Conſpiracy, he” prefen-' 
gl, i Dentetworith \ TR of ſeveral Names ; and 


la- W while he 'was reading it with great | Horror and 


oe N Aftenifhment, he: ſuddenly firuck his. Dagger into 
Pa Whis Groyne." Whereupon the Emperor cryingoin, \ 
put clos'd with him, and with great 'Violence threw: 
| Whim to the Ground, before he could give him-a- 
*& Wſecond Wound ; but, in the midſt of theſe Strug- | 
r & WM lings,” Parthenime, Clodianns, Maximus, and Saturins, 
ic W vith other Confpirators, which were of his own 


mY 


{0 Houſe-hold; ran'all furiouſly upon'him, and wich< 


nad many Wounds difpatche this impions Tyrant.” It 73, peach of 
WW is almoſt incredible what ſome Writers report con-(Domirian. 
ay, WW cerning Apollonins Tyanaxc, the famous Magician 
ers W of that Ape, who being at Epbeſws, at ' the ſame- 
Kt, Minute that Domitian was Slain, ſuddenly cry'd 
net Wont with” great Eagerneſs, Comrage brave Stepha-: 
68 WY ns, Srrike the Tyrant home ;5 and immediately aftbr; 
5/1 the 'Tyrant -1s \dead,, heis juſt 10 


94 faid; "211 3s 306k 
ABN Slim. | 


10M | This was the. wretched End of Flawins Domi- 


.* 
* 


WW, the ewelfth Emperor of. Rome, in the 45585 
0x Yearof his Age, and the 1594 of his 'Reigny"a 
tl Perſon, who tho' he had the noble Examples of 
{Father and Brother, by his deteſtable Vices and 
Ambition, became fo. odious and abominable, thae 
tis: Empire groan'd with his Burden, and the 
World cou'd: contain him no- longer. The Judg- 
| ments 
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ments: 'of Heaven! were ſtil: :more! exemplary in, 
the \Indignities :offer'd- to his: Body and his Me-1 
mory:;Fot- thoi:ihis Death wiasotaken' hainouſly, 
by his::Pretoriay Ghards, who.'were often; Infſtru:. 
ments of ;his' Cruelty, and therefore. -offer'd to. 
canonize him.as.a God; i yeti the-Joy of the Se 
nate:; was ſ0-great;;ithat, beiag: aſſembled ' in. the 
uttadbſt, Hiſt, .they;'cau'd not:abſtain {from -revi-! 
ling/-him-after the.moſt apprabrious.and: contemp- 

tuqus. Manner imaginable, -conmandihng; Ladders. 
totbe-immediacely, -brobght, allthis Scntcheons, :Sta- 
tubs: and Images: to; be torn: dowth,::and- deſtroy'd 
before their. Faces3-.and at laſt) mads;.a Decree', 

That: no; more Honour: :ſhouid be: ſhown:\ at his Funeral, 
thaw was allowed to :a:: common Ruffang" that all: bis 
Inſcriptions - ſhou'd bs <tatally;\ raz'd; that: his Nami 


. ſhau' d be ſtruck: out* | of : the Regiſters | of ' Fame, | and. bis 


Memory aboliſh'd for ever, He differ'd. from Caligs 
la:and -Neroin this, ; that tho' he;iwas- rather more 
cruel, he was not. altogether fo! icregulat and” ex- 
travagant, and by a: happy: preſerving; the Tuttice 


.:.:., of; Governours.; and Magiſtrates, he: kept; che-Em- 


pire--from - general Rebellions' and: Revoltsz/ by 
which Means he reſcu d. himſelf, from Nero's Guilt 
of ſowing the Seeds;,/-and creating of :Givil War 
after-his Death. , t4is Death put a Period to tho Fx: 
mily of the He/pafeani,and- was'the laſt of thoſe Em- 
perars vulgarly call'd The twebve Cxfars ; of whit 
Fulius, Auguſtus, Veſpaſian and Titus, were Perſons, 
tho' not faultleſs, 0b. tingularn-Merits and Renown; 
Galha and Otho.had great: Vices and Errors ;: Tive 
7415, Caligula, Claudius '9 Nero. 5 #$ itellius and Dom: 
tian, tho' commendable for| ſome Qualities, were 
Monſters of Mankind, and-Peſts of - the World 
Of all of them, . but three dy'd a natural Death, 
moſt, if- not all the reſt, having been the juſt an 
wilfull-Cauſe of their own Ruin: and Deftrudtr 


Oll, 
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1. on. The Death of the laſt hapned U. C. 849, it. 
»\ WW being 138 Years after the Beginning of the Im- 
Y. perial State of Rome , under Fulius Ceſar, 121 
WW after the full Settlement of the Empire by Au- 
0 oyfus, 96 Years after our Saviour's Birth, 63 af- 
, ter his Crucifixion, and 25 after -the Deſtruction 


of Jeruſalem. 


The End of the firſt Book. 


——  ———— —  —— 
A NS ee es Ee ed een 


THE 


Roman Hiſtory. 


 ———————— 


o 
* 
« 
v 
» 
. 


BOOK I. 


From the laſt of the twelve CA SAR S, 
to the Removal of the Imperial Seat by 
Conſtantine the Greart. | 


Contaming the ſpace of 234 Fears. 


C'HA PP: 


From the Death of Domitian, the laſt of the 
twelve CASARS, to the Death of Tra- 
jan, the fourteenth Emperor, who brought 
the Empire to the utmoſt Extent and 
Power. © 


Containing the ſpace of 21 Tears. 


OME had now been ſeverely arraſed 
and. afflicted with the lawleſs Actions 
of a barbarous and tyrannical Prinee, 
and by all the Miſeries and Calamitzes 

of Arbitrary Power; fo that the Death .of . Daxyi- 

um, how irregular ſoever, prov'd a great e-- 

an 
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and extraordinary Satisfaction to the Greateſt an 
Wiſeſt of the City, who under his Reign cou' 
have no Security either of their Lives or Eſtats, Ml 
Many Perſons Hopes were rais'dand inlarg'd hy hi 
a Proſpect of thoſe Golden Days that ſucceeded 
which they believ'd were portended by Domitiay; he 
late Dream, of having a Golden Neck and Heal 
grown upofn'his Shoulders. » Tho' this was but x th 


ſmall Foundation for Mens Hopes, yet in the. 
vent, thoſe proſperous Times prov'd true, by Rex fa 
fon of the Moderation and Wiſe Government of * 
the five Succeeding Emperors , who, tho' For © 
Teigners procur'd that Happineſs to the Roman ®! 
State, which _ but. few. of .its own. Natives-and 3% 
Neighbours cou'd afford. The Senate, after ſome ? 
Moderation of their Tranſports of Joy for Domi- x 


tian's Death, and 'fome ſmall Conſultations, im- 
mediately. took care to provide a Succeſſor, be- bi 
fore any other ſhou'd be choſen by the Army; and 8* 


WASTED LAI oi 61 RESP PIP VE, 43 Sth trhobb io Rey 7 4 & 
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Cocceius Nerva, being at that -time, for his many ihe 
Vertues, Experience and Age, a Perſon of thei 
Nerva made greateſt Reputation and Efteem in Rome, he wa © 
TR made Emperor by their Suftrages, having been ba 


_ firft favourd and afliſt'd by Perronius Secundu, i 1% 
_ Captain of the Pretorian Guards, and Partheniu, 
TRIES © one of the late Conſpirators. Nerva was of ani lut 
| 1111-388 luſtrious Family , ſprung from a Father of the 

iy: ſame Name, and born in the Ifle of Crete, tho 
moſt ſay in Narnia a City in Umbria, and & 
thers ſay Spain; being now above Sixty four Yea 


of Age, and not without ſome bodily Infirmi 
ties. | 
'  Nerva was ſcarcely receiv'd in the Senate, and ys 
allow'd of as Emperor, when -he was exceeding!) " 
ſurpriz'd by a falſe Rumour, That Domitian vai © 
ſtill alive, 'and that the-Report of his Death ws th 


only an Artifice to create new Miſchicls e” 
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Chap. I NERVA- XIll. 


Cruelties. This News extreamly confoundedchis 
wary and timorous. Prince, ſo that his Counte- 
nance was ſuddenly chang'd, his Voice loſt, and 
My he hardly able to ſtand ; till Parthbenjus gave him 
'W {ch Affurance of. the Truth: of his Death, that 
' WW he recover'd his former Temper and Relolution. 
ad Shortly after, the whole Senate went to pay him 
their utmoſt Reſpect , and to receive him- as 
their Lord and Emperor ; all ſhewing great Satiſ- 


Complements were made to this new Emperor z 
but that from | Arrivs Antonius, a very wile and 
10 juſt Man, and his intimate Companion , was of 
a different kind from the reſt. For having im- 
bracd him with great Familiarity, he openly told 
him, That in conſideration of his Advancement to thes 
bigh Dignity, he came with the reſt to Congratulate the 
4 ford Fortune of the Senate and People of Rome, and 
j the Happineſs of the Provinces of the Empire, but cou d 
il '”! Congratulate Him upon any Account, For, pro- 
vi cceded he, having by your Wiſdom and Vertue, now 
nll *-Ppily eſcap'd the Malice of your Enemies, and the In- 
 Juries of wicked Princes, you plunge your ſelf intonew 
Troubles and Dangers, and expoſe your ſelf to the Cen- 
lute and Hatred of all, both Friends and Enemies ; 
eſpecially the former, who will unjuſtly preſume upon 
your Favour, in teſpett of ancient Amity; and if any 
of their Suits be deny'd, they will become greater and 
more violent Enemies, than thoſe who openly declare 
themſelves your Foes. 

Aﬀer the finiſhing of the Ceremonies and the 
accuſtomed Solemnities, Nerva diligently and 
cloſely apply'd himſelf to the great Afﬀairs of 
the Publick, and. perform'd ſeveral noble.and ex- 
cellent Things. - And his firſt was a reſcinding of 
the odious Acts and Decrees of his Predeceſl 


fation, and no leſs Hopes of future - Proſperity 
Ml and Succeſs. Many Congratulatory Speeches and | 


# 4 Domitian,. 
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The Chriſti» Domitian, particularly recalling the ſeatter'd Clrj. 
ans favour'd. G:,,;, who from Rome and other Cities were ba. 


niſh'd in the Jate Reign, permitting them the 
free Uſe of their Religion. In the time of which 
general Indulgence, St. Fob» the Evangeliſt left 
the Iſle of Parmos, and return'd into Aſia his at- 
cient charge, chiefly fixing himſelf at Epheſws, the 
Care and Preſidency of which he took upon him, 
and by the Afliftance of Seven other Biſkops 
overn'd that Spacious Dioceſs. This Emperor 
ſhew'd the like Kindneſs and Humanity to all 
others, who were unjuſtly baniſh'd by his Prede- 
ceſlor; and likewiſe releas'd and diſcharg'd all 
the Cities of the Empire from thoſe ſevere Impo- 
ſitions which Veſpaſian and Domitian had laid upon 
them. He particularly remov'd that rigorous Tri- 
bute upon all Carriages, which :had been look'd 
upon as ſo great a Grievance in general, that'the 
Senate commanded Coyns to be minted in Re- 
membrance of the Goodneſs of the Emperor that 
eas'd 7tzly of that Burden. To many who by 
Domitian had been unjuſtly diſpoſſeſs'd of their 
Goods, he commanded the Owners to be reltor'd 
to all ſuch as con'd be found about the Imperial 
Palaces : And he nor only ſhew'd himſelf liberal 
to thoſe who were oppreſs'd ; but to all Poor Men 
who hai Sons, he caus'd them to be bred up at 
his own Charges. He made alſo a munificent 
Diſtribution among all the People of Rowe, in a 
larger Meaſure than was uſually made by any of 
his Predeceffors; and to ſome decayed Cirizens 
whom he knew had no Eſtates; 'he cans'd certain 
Poſſeflions, which he. purchas'4' for that purpoſe, 
to be divided among them. *'Aind- above all, he 
conferr'd great Favours, and beftowed- large Gifts 
upon his Friends and Relations; -and his Libers- 
 lity was generally fo extenſive, that at _ os 
| rriva 
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Arrival to the Empire, he was conſtrain'd to ſell 
his gold and filver Plate, and other rich Moveables 
of his Houſe, to enable him to perform his ma- 


ny bountiful Offices. His Liberality likewife exten- | 


ded to Learning, and learned Men, of which he 
was a great Incourager, being himſelf very elo- 
quent and a good Poet, as Marſhal aſſures us ; in 
whoſe Time flouriſh'd, beſides fome emineat Wri- 
ters mention'd in Domitian's Reign, that celebra- 
ted Inſticutor of Youth, Quintilian. © 

This Emperor was no leſs noted; for his Mild- 
neſs and Clemency, than Bounty: and Lib Tality, 
infomuch that he ſolemnly ſwore, That no Senator 
if Rome ſhou'd by his Commandment be put to Death, 
tho" they gave never ſo juſt an Occaſion 3 which Oath 
he ſo religiouſly obfery'd, that when two of that 


Rank had Confpired: againſt his Life, he us'd no. 


kind of Severity againſt them : But firſt ſending 
for them, To let them. fee hewas not ignorant of. their 
trayterous Deſigns, he carry 'd them with him to the 
publick Theatre, plac'd thentoa each ſideof him, 
and preſented each with a Sword, telling them 
before all the World, That they might experience the 
Goodneſs of the Weaporrs upon his Body. This and 0- 
ther uncommon Acts of Clemency,. gave occaſl- 
on to ſome to murmur againſt-; the ,Lenity of his 
Government , ailedging, That ſuch- great Mildneſs 
caus'd too much  Looſmeſs. and Corruption in'the State z 
and Fronton, -a principal Man in Rowe, preſum'd 


| openly to declare, That it was.a great Misfortune 
t live under that: Reign, where all. Things were for- 


bidden,” but a ' worſe \iunder that where \ all Things were 
alow'd., Upon Notice of which Boldneſs, Nerva 
thew'd but ſmall Anger, but prudently prohibited 


feveral' Things which gave Occaſion for ſuch a 
Cenfure 5 and he ſo much defir'd. to govern wiſe- 
ly.and uprightly,! thatthe/ acted, nothing of Mo- 
Dig 3 ment 
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ment without the Afliſtance of others, and he 
procur'd ſuch as were of the greateſt Experience 
in Rome, by whoſe Advice and Councel, he pro- 
vided, ordained and diſpatcht all Matters of + ang 
ſequence. Yet by Reaſon of his Mildnefs and 
Remiſlneſs in ſome Particulars, the great Officers 
of State and Governours of Provinces were ac- 
cusd of being more corrupt in their Admini- 
ftrations; and more burdenſom to the People,than 
under that Tyrant Domitian, who by a happy 
and vigorous Reſolution, reftrain'd a great Part 
of their ſhamelefs Briberies and indire& Praci- 
CES. | 
During the ſhort Time of his Reign, he made 
ſeveral good Laws and Ordinances; among 
which he ftritly prohibited a common Abuſe of 
that Age, which was the Caſtration of Males; 
a Cuſtom which Domitian had likewiſe condemn'd, 
tho? not wholly remov'd. He alſo forbad that any 
Man ſhou'd Marry his Neece, or Brother's Daugh- 
ter, which was firſt allow'd in Claudiufs Reign ; 
and ſetied ſeveral other things that wanted Re- 
formation. He wou'd not permit any Statues to 
be eredted in his Honour, and took down -l| 
thoſe Gold and Silver Statues of Domitian's, which 
the Senate had Spared, and converted them into 
large Sums of Money. At the ſame time he had þ 
little of Avarice in his Temper, that when Heros 
Atticus had founda large Treaſure in his Houſe, 
and to avoid Calumnies, had diſcover'd to ' Him | 
as the legal Owner ; Nerva generouſly wrot to 
him, Urere, Uſe it : But the other not believing 
himſelf ſecure, gave him 'to underſtand, Thatths 
Treaſure 'exceeded the Condition of x private: Perſon ; 
Whereupon'the © Enperer readily reply'd, #go 
abutcre, Then abuſe'5t, 'Being' freely willing to'reap 


none of the Profit himſelf" He” was alſo 20 


* 
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Chap... NERVA XIII 


and frequent Reconciler of all Differences and ; 


Conteſts, and had ſo great a Confidence in his In- 
nocence, that he often ſaid, That tho? be ſhou'd quit 
the Empire, and return to a private Life, he had done 


' mthing that coud cauſe him to fear any Man. He 


had ſo ſmall a Fear of Rufus Virginius, a moſt po- 
pular Man whom the Armies had formerly ſet up 
tor Emperor, that he made him his Collegue in 
the Conſulſhip ; and upon his Death ſhortly af- 
ter, he gave him an honourable Epitaph, import- 
ing, That Rufus's aſſuming the Empire, as ſolely 


for. his Country's Good. Notwithſtanding the Aeti- 


ons of this Prince gave him no Reaſon to fear 
Enemies, yet he liv'd not free from the treache- 
rous Practices of his Subjects: For beſides the 
foremention'd Senators. who aim'd at his Life, 
Craſſus Calphurnius, with fome others, form'd a 
dangerous Confpiracy - againſt his Perſon , but 
this was timely reveal'd, to this good Emperour , 
who according to his wonted Clemency, wou'd 
uſe no Severity, but reſted fſatisfy'd with only the 
Baniſhmentof thoſe who were Culp be. tho” the 
Senate deſir'd to inflict a more rigorous Punill:- 
ment. Still he continued in his uſual Security, 
his Symbol being, + 4 good Mind poſſeſſes a Kingdom. 
_ This Emperor bad no remarkable Wars abroad, 
but was not free from ſome Diſturbances among his 


Soldiers at home, more eſpecially in the Beginning 


_ of the Second Year of his Reign, all which aroſe up- 


oa the Account of Domitian's Murder , which 


they reſolv'd to revenge the firſt Opportunity. eAti- 


anus Caſperius, Captain of the Pretorian Cohorts, 
was the Principal in this Commotion, who zea- 
louſly excited the Soldiers to deftroy all thoſe who 
had joyn'd in the late Emperor's Afſaflination ; 
which they determin'd to put in Execution, tho? 
Nerva neither gave them Incouragement nor Per- 

| p . _ mithon 


277 


a 


Hy £08 
BB153E6518 


BP = + 
"_ WEL hon I Ee I CR —_ 


TS IDES | SW SS et)7g > PAYS ner WS o en x erat 


O— 


a — — CICon pow ned i 
7 = INIEL —_ =. 
IIS "xt bv : = 


TIS EY 


W— XV ks 23 Wh 4 BPPpironne? Tout > fp ro IR A "FoiZcan®® DruaarT? "© I ef” . 
> 4 vs 4 s — = = _ ks - the Ca _ 
F == OY + : * == . = : 
III. 5G. IBS Do Coe SS RD —= 7 ” - = GR <1 ER T7 ICS 
4 bs Fab; > Re OY ct in Sg : ; + 
w_——— —_— Corr _ SS 8 —_—_ WD 
9 O_o ——_ a eo _—_ mu _ ——  — -—— Cn Cons NN IT -- - ann yer III reoger>— ns 
— — — - NN ne CEE _ nr Batt fimmmeBntuhanac recreate —_— _—_ toro EPS ane en en pron re UTE x 42D I.55 IE - 
_ _ <> wo - - * ” 4-5 none - -T pans wt . ” << 
"Os ets &. - ny be” 
£ — < " _—_— SE pray Sa Y h PLES "AY z. &. LS > oo £ - 
= 2 : = ESSEES ——— x I —_ 
: - - 


Gow A - 
XII. 8 
CE III nn 


- - _ 
> - x + Ra 5 
-_ — _ _— - IIS 
CR A Re _ 


wud Ro —O_ AXE 3 - 
y — _ 8 "YN * * 
= EZ R a - = : ve» Some — It 
cm CS Ci Lena nn as wo ear none Bn roger 
_— L. - £2 els £ ”, nc WC 0 4 


"E233 ES. $2 - 


SI 


Trajan - dope 
zed by Nexva, 


The Roman Hiſtory. | Book I. 


miſſion. This Motion was fudden and impetuous,- 
and the Emperour extreamly concern'd; refol- 
ving to prevent their Demands, and protec thoſe 
from whom he receiv'd the Empire, or to 'die 
in their behalf ; all which he openly declard and 
publiſh'd. But the Matter was carry'd on with 
{uch Violence and Reſolution, that the old Em- 
peror wanted ſufficient Power and Vigour to put 
a ſtop to their Fury ; So that Srephanus and Perro-' 
2izs were Slain, and all others who were pro- 
nounc d guilty by Caſperiris, who reſted not here, 
but conftrain'd Nerva himfelf to give Thanks to 
the Soldiers before the People, for deſtroying the 
worlt and moſt impious of all Men. This was a 
very ſentible Aftidtion to the Emperor, whoſePow- 
er and Authority daily declin'd ; and'now findin 

that his Age and Infirmities render'd him alin 
contemptible.to his Soldiers, 'he reſolv'd to adopt 
{ome worthy Perſon for his Sacceſfor, who ſhowd 
be able both. to ſupport him, and govern after his 
Deceaſe. Tho' Nerva' had many confiderable 
Friends and Relations, who 'endeavour'd; for this 
hi-h Dignity, yet like a noble, juſt and gene- 
rous Prince, he ſought only the: publick Good of 
his Country, and wiſely made Choice of Ulpins 
Trajan, aStranger to his Family, then Governour 
of the lower Germany, and the greateſt and moſt 
deſerving Perſon of that Age. Having put his 
Determination in Execution, and the accuſtom'd 
Solemnities perform'd, he adopted: him in the Ca- 
pitol, made him Czſar inthe Senate, and imme- 
diately ſent Ambaſſadors to him at Cologne, with 
the Enſigns and Arms of the Empire, and a 
Verſe in Latine, defirins him Te come and Succour 
651. The Adoption of Trajan prov'd fo great a 
Curb to the Licentiouſmeſs and Mutinies of the 
Soldiers, that for the future they remain'd ina 
perke&t 
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perfect Quietneſs and Obedience, But Nerwa 
liv.d not long to enjoy the Benefit' of this happy 
Choice ; for about three Months after, he 'was 
ſeizd with a violent Pafhon againit a Senator 
call'd Regulus, and by ſtraining his Voice, he'was 
put into ſuch-a Diſorder, chat by Reaſon of the 
Feebleneſs of his: Body, -and the Lowneſs of his 
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| Spirits, he-fell- into. a Fever , and ſhortly after The Death of 


dy'd,. being almoſt. 66 Years of Age, after a ſhore Nerva. 


Reign : of . one Year, four Months and nine Days, 
Thus - dy/'d Cocceius Nerva, the thirteenth Emperor 
of Rome, a Prince of great Wiſdom, Generoſity 
and Moderation ;- and ſo much the more com- 


mendable for. his-impartial Choice of ſo brave a _ 


gucceilor.. 


II. The Roman Empire in the laſt Reign, had 4. D. 


but .partly recover'd its Miſeries and Lofles o2ca- 
fion'd by the Tyranny and. Miſmanagement of 
Domitian ; but this preſent Reign ſeems to have 
been the peculiar Care of Providence to reſtore 
all Things to. their former Luitre, and. to ſpread 
the Roman Fame to a larger Extent than ever. Tra- 
jan was at Agrippina, or Cologne, or returning from 
thence when Nerva dy'd, having firſt reduc'd all 
Germany beyond the Rhine, to its former State and 
Condition ; for which and other noble Qualities 
he was joyfully receiv'd at Rome by the Senate and 


People, and obey'd as Emperor. He was a Spa- Trajan made 


98. 


mord by Birth, of an illuſtrious Family, born in a Zmperey. 


Town calld Talica, not far from the City of Se- 
vile; being now. above 42 Years of Ape, of a 
[trong Body and vigorous Mind, happily temper'd 
with the furious Warmth of Youth, and the wa- 
ry Experience of old Age, fo that he was in all 
Reſpects prepar'd for the greateſt Attempts, and 
the nobleſt Enterprizes. His Father's Name was 


T 4 Trajan, 
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Note, whoſe Modeſty 
Station, was highly efteem'd by the Romans. Tn 


the Beginning of his Reign, He was bleft with 


the Happineſs of having the greateft . Maſter of 


this Age, which was that admirable Philoſopher. 
and Biographer Plutarch, who, at Trajav's firſt Ar. 


rival at the Empire, is ſaid to have writ to him 
to this purpoſe. Siice your Merits, without Impor- 


tunities, have gain'd you the Empire, I muſt Congra- 


rulate both your Vertue, and my own good Fortune ; if at 
leaſt your future Government proves anſwerable- 10 
your former Worth : Otherwiſe you have ſubjetted youw 
ſelf to all Perils, and me to the Cenſures of detratting 
Tongues. For Rome will never ſupport an Emperat 
unworthy of her ſelf, and the Errors of the Sche- 
lar will be charg'd upon the Maſter, upon which account 
Seneca # reproach'd, and hs Fame ſtill ſuffers f 
rbe Enormities of Nero 5 and even Socrates and Quin- 
tilian have not eſcap'd Cenſure for the Miſcarriages of 
tbeir Pupils. But You, if you ſtill continue what you 
are, and recede not from your ſelf, will certainly ad- 
miniſter all Things as becomes your Dignity ; if you 
lay. the Foundation of Government on the Command 
of Your own Paſſions, and make Vertue the Scope of all 
your Actions , they will all proceed in true Harmony 
and Order. 
end the Civil Conſtitutions of your Predeceſſors ; which 
5 you ob[erve and obey, Plutarch x thew your Guide 
of Living: If otherwiſe , this preſent Letter ſhall be 
my publick Teſtimony againſt you, That you ſhall nt 
ruine the Roman Empire, under the Pretence of the 


Counſel and Authority of Phatarch. Trajan ſtrictly ob- / 


{erv'd\ theſe and the like Methods, and it's be- 
liev'd, that this wife Emperor made uſe of Pl 
arch in all his Counſels, and that the great Hap- 
pinets that attended all his Actions and Admini- 
| ſtracion, 


Trajan, and his Wife's Plotina, a Lady of preat 


I have {et before you the Power of Laws, 


ſty and Piety in this exalted | 


ap.) TRAJAN XIV. 


MWration, gone ina great Meaſuce, from his 
ed MWhnoble Inſtructions. 
In WW 74jan with great Care and Induſtry, fer about 
th Mite Adminiſtration of the Government, -and pur- 
of Wh'd it with that Mildneſs and Moderation, that 
er Miſtice and-Impartiality, together with that Wil- 


lom and Sagacity , as causd the Admiration 
25 well as the Love and Satisfaction of the Se- 
nate and People of Rowe: He firſt endeavour'd 
;- Mito reform the Laws, and to cauſe them to: be ob- 
* Md, and that Equity: and Juſtice ſhou'd be 
v Miridly and faithfully adminiſtred in all Caſes. 
y Mie alſo took great Care to advancethe moſt wor- 
# thy and vertuous Men in the higheſt Poſts and 
x WMOffices; and ſuch as were otherwiſe; he reform'd 
and reclaim'd with Gentlenefs and Clemency, and 
not with Rigour and Severity. Upon his taking 
upon him the Empire, he declar'd in the open 
ſenate, That no good Man by bis Command, ſhou' d 
ever [uffer Death or Diſgrace ; which he contirm'd 
| Wy a Solemn Oath, and inviolably obſerv'd it 
{throughout his whole Retgn, according to Dion. 
Shortly afrer he ſent for Caſperius and the Pretori- 
3» Cohorts, who had rais'd the Sedition againſt 
Nerva, under the Notion of employing them , 
and disbanded thera as mutinous Perſons, with- 
out further Puniſhment. He immediately ſhew'd 
his great Bounty and Liberality, beftowing large 
Benefires and Favours upon all Men, greatly re- 
teving the Poor and Indigent, in which he both 
imitated and excell'd his Predeceſfor Nerva;z 
which he in an eminent Manner ſhew'd by his 
educating of fuch Numbers of poor Men's Chil- 
dren in Rowe, and in all Iraly. He was no lefs 
noted for the Command of his Paffions, and did 
{ far Moderate his Wrath and Choter, as he was 


tever known to be overcome with it; and like- 
wiſe 
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Properties, and all kinds of Rapines and Avarice 
In funim, he was endu'd with all the Noble Yes. 
rues and Qualifications: of a mighty Emperor: 
In the Afﬀairs of War he was Valiant and Induſtri. 
ous; in the times of Peace Mild and Gentle; and 


in relieving the Diſtreſſed, Liberal and Bountiful, 


And ſeeing there are two Things expeded and: 
requir'd in great Princes, Religion at Home, and; 
Fortitude in Arms Abroad, and Wiſdom.in+both; 
he was endu'd with ſo great a: Meaſure of the 
nobleſt .Gifts, that, as Aurelius Vitor tells, us, he. 
ſeem'd to enjoy a'tranſcendent Temperature of 
all Vertues : Only . he was not free from' thoſe 
two Vices of Luxury and Women'; tho" in he) 
former he never ſhew'd- any Diſorder or Extraya- 
gance, nor in. the .latter _usd any: Violence or: 
Compultion. 1: 5113 irr4101--c00; 

With theſe Vertues and Qualifications he be-' 
gan his Reign, continuing peaceably for a ſhort 
ſpace ; but being a moſt expert Commander, and 
inſpir'd with a Martial Warmth, and a Thirſt; af 
ter Glory above his Predeceiſors, he refolv'd to: 
extend and enlarge the Bounds of the Roman Em- 


_ pire by the Force: of his Arms. His firit Enter- 


prize was againtt the Dacians, the Inhabiters of 
2 ſpacious Country on the North of the River. 
Danube; taking a juit occaſion from the frequent 
Ravages and Wars they had made upon the Rr 
man Dominions in Domitian's Reign : Trajan 
rais'd a great and powerful Army , and with 
great Celerity march'd into thoſe barbarous'Coun- 
tries, where he was vigorouſly oppos'd by Dect- 
balus their King, with his utmoſt Power, ſo that 
the War became ſharp and bloody. But Deceba- 
lis, being no longer able to protrat the War, 
was conſtrain'd to come to a general Battel, 
where 
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wiſe, 'was as free from the:Deſires of other. Mens' 


'$ 
h 


Milchas.), TRAJAN XIV. 
here Trajan, by his Skill and Valour Overthrew 
im, with exceeding great Loſs to the Dacians, 
with no ſmall Slaughter to the Romans. This Vi- 
gory was purchas'd with the Expence of ſo much 
Blood, that the Romans wanted Linen to bind 
up their Wounds z which occaſion'd this Empe- 
or, out of a generous Pity , to tear his own 
Robes and Veſtments rowards the ſupplying that 
Defect. Trojan cloſely purſu'd the Enemy, and 
1s Mwith fo much Diligence, that Decebalus, almoſt 
ie: Mreduc'd to Deſpair, ſent ro him, humbly implo+ 
16: Wring Peace, and offering to accept of any Arti- 
of MW des and Conditions that the Emperor ſhou'd pro- 
6: Mooſe. Whereupon Trajay, who glory'd as much 
6 Win Pardoning” rhe Humble and Submiffive, as in 
+ MW oibduing the Proud and Haughty, notwithſtand- 
r: Wing he had made himſelf Maſter of the greateſt 
 MPart' of his Country, was willing to admit him 
= MW into Grace and Favour upon. theſe following-Con- 
rt. Wl ditions. © Firlt, To ſurrender ſuch Lands as he beld 
d. WM within the Bounds of the Empire. "Next, To deliver 
FW i all bis Inferarments aud Engines of War, and his ſe- 


0/ Wl vera] Engineers, together with 'all the Roman Deſer- . 


- Wis. Thirdly, To evacuate all the Caſtles and Forts 
- WI within bis Dominious, and to demoliſh ſuch as ſhou'd be 
ft Wl -7vinted by the Emperor. Laſtly, To look upon only 
cM thoſe for Allies and Enemies which were ſo reputed by 
t Wl the Senate. Theſe Articles were unwillingly -ac- 
- WW cepted of by Decehbalus, who, after he had Sworn 
» © to obſerve thetm,-:came before the Emperor to his 
1 MW Camp ; whete 'folemnly proftrating himſelf to 
| 


the Earth , he  publickly acknowledg'd himſelf 


- Wis Victim and Vaſſal. This ended his 'firft Da- 
t WI i War, in the third Year of his Reign ; for the 
- —_ of which he obtain'd the Surname of 
, ACICHS. 


Tra- 
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Peace which Trajan had granted was there con- 
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Trajan returning Victorious to Rome , enter 
the City ir- ſolemn Triumph, and brought with 
him the Ambaſſadors of the. King of Dacia, t 
whom he gave Audience in the Senate ; and the 


firm'd. Afﬀeer this, for Joy, and in Honour df 
theſe late Conqueſts, and the more to endex 


himſelf to the People of Rome, he exhibited, al 
manner of Games and Shews, which were uſual 
upon theſe Occafions ; withal,adding ſeveral new 
Games as he thought fit. But theſe publick Re M77 
joycings did not withdraw him from doing of Ju {; 
ſtice, nor from the Care of the Government; MW ;j 
but while they laſted, he ſpent the greateſt Pan 
of his Time in diſpatching of Publick Buſing 
and adminiftring of. Juſtice, going in Perſon, to 
the Tribunal and Publick Andience , to judge 
and determine many Cauſes ; which he did with 
no leſs Wiſdom than Juſtice. While Trajan wa 7; 
thus worthily employ'd in the City, in a ſhot D 
ſpace, Decebalus, being as unable to. endure Sub-I a 


_ jection and Servitude as his Predeceſfors, began I 0 


to make Preparations for a new War, firſt pri- il of 
vately, and afterwards publickly ; repairing and I t: 


_ fortifying his Towns and Caſtles, providing Arms I d 


and Engines, and levying both Domeſtick and I 6 
Neighbouring Forces againſt che Empire , refol-I b 


.ving to. make one vigorous Puſh towards the re- Il v 


gaining his Loſſes. Upon notice of theſe pow- 
erful Preparations, Decebalus a ſecond Time 'wa 
adjudged an Enemy to the Empire ; and fo with 
an equal Army, but more incens'd than formerly 
Trajan went to theſe Wars again in Perſon. | In 
theſe Wars Decebalus, growing more Cautious by 
his former Defeats, refus'd to come to a Batte|, 
uſing all kinds of Policies, Stratagems, and Trea- 


cheries againſt the Romans ; by ſome of w_ 
| 7g 
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ter( WW 77ajon himſelf was in great Danger of bein 
Win or Taken : And by a notorious piece bes 
tWTreachery, under the Pretence of a ſafe Conduct, 

Wthe Enemy took a great Commander and Favou- 
on-Wricte of the: Emperor's calld Longinus. Decebalus 
0 Mfinding ſo valuable a Prize and Priſoner, ſent to 
dear WW 774jan to purchaſe a Pardon, and to treat of a 
Peace ; threatning beſides, that if it were not 


Death, To which Propoſal, Trajaz gave Anſwer, 
That Peace and War had not their Dependance upon the 


Ju. {afety of one Subject, and proſecuted the War with. 


all poflible Vigour and Induſtry. Decebalas did 
not immediately put his Threats in Execution 
but Longinus finding no Securicy of Life, nor no 
Life without Bonds, took Poyſon and deſtroy'd 
himſelf. | | 

During theſe Actions, in a very. ſhort ſpace, 
Irajan built a”-Bridge over that ſpacious River 
ot WW Danube, for the Convenience of his Forces, bein 
ud- WF all of ſquare Stone of wonderful Beauty, an 
an i one of the moſt ſtately and magnificent Works 
n- WF of that nature in the World. This Bridge con- 
nd WF tain'd ewenty lofty Arches, each of them an hun- 
ms dred and fifty Foot in Height, beſides the Foun- 
nd dation, and ſixty Foot in Breadth ; every Arch 
MF being diſtant from each other a hundred and ſe- 
& WW venty Foot : Which was a moſt ſtupendious Fa- 
v- brick, conſidering the ſhorc Time of its Buildin 
% WF and the numerous and almoſt ,infuperable Dit- 
i WF fculties of laying fo large a Foundation in ſuch 
f WH avaſt deep River, and a Stream ſo ſtrong and 
n W rapid. This may.,be one Proof of the Wealth 
/ WI end Greatneſs of the;Roman Empire, which ſhews, 
| WW that nothing is; roo bold and difficult for chat 
- WI Nation to attempt and effect; This Bridge. was 
1 Wl creed by Trajay to make a free. Paſlage for his 
, | 


I 


q 


& 


granted him, he wou'd inſtantly put Lomginus to ' 


A famous 
Bridge over 
the Danube. 


Dacia Con- 
quer'd and 
made a Pro- 
VINCE. 


A. D. 104. 
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Armies to paſs the River Danube, againſt 'theſ 
barbarous Nations ; but his Succeflor Arjan he. 
ing of another Opinion, to hinder them of the 
like Conveniency, as ſome write, order'd it to 
be broken down. Upon the finiſhing of this 
Bridge, Traj#n continu'd the War with great Vi. 
gour, ſhewing himſelf a moſt Expert and Vali. 
ant Commander ; and notwithſtanding the Coun. 
try was large and ſpacious, and the Inhabitants 
Fierce and Hardy, he Conquer'd and Subdu 
the whole, 'and reduc'd King Decebalus to ſuch 


 Extremities, that to eſcape being made Priſoner 


he ſlew himſelf. His Head was immediately ſent 
to Rome, and the whole Country of Dacia ws 
added to the Roman Empire, and reduc'd into 4 
regular Province ; in which Country Trajan built 
many Cities and Towns, and ſent ſeveral Colo- 
nies, being now in the ſixth Year of his Reign, 
After which he return'd towards Rome with great 
Honour and Renown, bringing with him large 
Summs of Money, and much Wealth , taken 
from that King and Country; and his Name and 
Generoſity became ſo famous through the World, 
that on his Way he was met by Ambaſſadors from 
the very Indies, and ſeveral other Nations, to ſuc 
for his Alliance, acknowledging him to be their 
Lord and Superior. At his Return to. Rome he 
enter'd the City in great Triumph, and immed:- 
ately after were exhibited various Shews "and 
Games, with many magnificent Treats and Feaſts, 
for Joy of his Return and Victories. Theſe were 
more Solemn and Pompous than any before'ths 
Time; laſting for the ſpace-of an hundred-and 
twenty Days, in which ſometimes tens thouſand 
Beaſts, both Wild and Tame}* were kill'd itja 
Day, accompany'd with an infirfite Number 
Gladiators Prizes, and other Warlike FT | 
| OW 
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Chap.l, TRAJAN XIV. 


- Now remaining in Rome in Peace and great 
Proſperity, the Emperor vigorouſly proceeded in 
1 further Reformation of the Laws, and all kinds 
of Inconveniencies : Among the reſt he utterly 
exterminated thoſe inſufferable Vermine the De- 
lators, Informers, and Pettifoggers, who in former 
Reigns had made vaſt Advantages by fomenting 
all kinds of private Quarrels and Diffentions, and 
had been almoſt deſtroy'd by Tiras. He was no 


| buſily employ'd in Publick Edifices and Fa- . 


bricks, in Rowe, Italy, and all Parts of the Em- 
pire ; building ſeveral whole Cities and Towns, 
and granting great Privileges to others. He made 
an infinite number of Bridges, High-ways, and 
Cauſeys, to the great Advantage and Conve- 
niency of all Places; in the Care and Number 
of which uſeful. Works, he exceeded- all his Pre- 
deceſſors. Finding the City to have ſuffer'd ex- 
treamly through Fires in his Reign, he Ordain'd 
for the future, That no private Houſe ſhou'd be 


built higher than ſixty Foot, becauſe of the vaſt 


Ruines and Expences when ſuch Fires happend; 
for which Care and Regard to the Publick Good, 
he was eſteem'd, 4 Father of bis Country. But in 
all his various Buildings, he carefully avoided 
Oppreflion, and never took the Liberty and Be- 


nefit of any Man's Goods or Labour , as was 


frequent in ſome of his Predeceſfors.- | He ſhew'd 
himſelf exceeding Courteous and®>Liberal to all 
Men ; and he often went- to viſit'Fis Friends, ei- 
ther when they were Sick, or upon Feſtival Days; 
and without Diſtin&ion - kept mutual. Feaſts a- 
mong them, going out with them in their Lit- 
ters. He always retain'd a profound” Veneration 
for the Senate, and he never Injurd'any of that 
Sacred Order, nor was any Condemn'd in all his 
Reign, but one by Order of Senate without his 
Know- 
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Knowledge. He never us'd any kind of Inj. 
ſtice or Extortion to encreaſe the Exchequer, hut 


acted all things wich great Moderation and My. 


nificence, and both publickly and privately en. 
rich'd deſerving Men with Money and Honoug, 
tho' he had but ſmall Acquaintance with them 
He Entertain'd Perſons of Merit with grea 
Love and Familiarity , tho” they were of mean 
Degrees, and admitted them into his private 


| Converſation ; for which, being blam'd for hi 


too great Condeſcention, he generouſly reply'd, 
That he treated bis Subjetts with the ſame Uſage-u 
he himſelf wou'd deſire of his Prince, were he a ri 
wate Perſon. Then he had fo great an Aſſurance 
and Confidence of his own Innocence and Inte. 
grity, that in giving his Sword to Saburanm, ac 
cording to Cuſtom, when he made him Captain 
of the Guards, he pronounc'd theſe remarkablk 
Words, Take this Sword, and if I govern like 8 ji 
Prince, employ it in my Service; but if 1 ai 
Authority, draw it againſt me. Aﬀter which he a 
ded, That he who gave Laws to the reſt of the Warld, 
lay under ſtricter Obligations to obſerve 'em than ah 
of hs Subjects. 

As this Emperor was moſt juſt and regular un 
all the Actions of his Adminiſtration, fo he pro 
ceeded with great Freedom and Diſregard to Dat- 
ger; and he gave many Teſtimonies of his feat 
leſs and open..Diſpoſition 3 but more part 
cularly in his. great Confidence ſhew'd to hs 
Friend and Favourite Sw. For ſome Perſons 
who envy'd his great ſhare he had in the Empe 
ror's Friendſhip, us'd all imaginable Methods. to 
blaſt his Reputation, and render him ſuſpected to 
his Maſter ; accuſing him even of forming a D+ 
ſign againſt his Life. But Trajar, to ſhew how 
much he rely'd upon the Fidelity of his Friend 


having 
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having receiv'd an Invitation to Sup with him, 
went freely and unconcern'dly ; then purpoſely 
ſending back all his Guards, he order'd Sura's 
Phyſician and Barber to be brought to him, com- 
manding the former to take off his Hair about 
his Eye-Brows, and the latter to ſhave off his 
Beard ; after which he bath'd himſelf, and re- 


panions. Upon this Trial he return'd to his Pa- 
lace, and recounting all Circumſtances, told the 
Accuſers, That if Sura had any Deſigns againſt bz 


6 Ml Life; he gave him the faireſt and ſafeſs Occaſion to 
pri- (i execute them 5; and his neglect of it was a plain Indi- 
ace il cation that no ſuch Deſign was ever formd, The 


Death of Sura, not long after, was a great Af- 
fition to the Emperor, who honour'd his Me- 
mory with publick Statues for his many Services 
to him and the Publick : Which was an Honour 
which the Emperor was pleaſed to beſtow upon 
the Memories of many Worthy Perſons; and no 
Prince was more remarkable for his generous 
rld, Wand grateful Acknowledgments of the real and 
an Fpublick Services of his Subjets. And tho' by 

reaſon of* his great Afﬀairs, he was not very ex- 
1 Fcellent in the Skill of Arts and Sciences, yet no 
ro- Wrince in the World us'd greater Munificence, and 
at- Wave greater Encouragement to Learning and 
at- Wcarned Men than he, there being many K; emi-”. 
rt- Went Note in this Reign. For beſides his famous 
hs {Greek Maſter Plutarch before-mention'd , there 
", Wouriſh'd Ply the Younger, who, in his Pane- 
pe Wyrick upon Trajan, which he deliverd in the 
(0 Wcnate-Houſe, when he was Conſul, gives us the 
1 10 Wrve Exemplar of an excellent Orator, as well as 
De- Ot 2 good Prince. And amongſt many others flott- 
on Mill'd Sueronizs, who writ the Lives of the Twelve 
nd, z/ars, with the ſame Freedom as they liv'd 
10g V then; 


main'd fearleſly among Swra's Friends and Com- 
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then ; Lucius Florus, who has left us a neat; tho 
irregular Compendium of the Roman Hiltory, 
Cornelius Tacitus, a moſt ſublime and grave, tho 
ſometimes obſcure Hiſtorian, famous for his Poli. 
tical Reflections and profound Senſe ; and Lacia, 
that great Scoffer at Chriſtianity and Religion, 
remarkable for his great Wit and pureGreek, who 
began to flouriſh in this Reign. 

For Nine Years ſpace Trajan reign'd with preat 
Succeſs and Proſperity, without any Blemiſſ of 
Diſorder in his Government ; at which Time he 
began to look upon the Numbers of the Chriſtian, 
with an extream jealous and ſuſpicious Eye: 


_ dreading them not only as the Underminers «& 


_ The third ge= 
neral Perſecu- 
f10n. 


A. D. 
IO7. 


the Religion of the Empire, and Enemies to 
their Gods, but alſo judging them to be Eſtz- 
bliſhers of Hereriz, or legal Societies, which uſu- 
ally were the Breeders of Faction and Sedition, 
In the number of which Hereriz all Colleges and 
Corporations were accounted, that were not ſettled 
either by the Conſtitution of the Emperor, or the 
Decree of the Senate; and the Perſons frequent- 
ing them adjudg'd guilty of High-Treaſon. Un- 
der this plauſible Pretence the Chriſtians were Pro- 
ſecuted by Governors and other Officers ; ſo that 
a ſharp Perſecution broke out in moſt Parts of the 
Empire; in which great Numbers of Chriſtian 
fell by the Rage of popular Tumults, as well asby 
Edicts and Procefles. "This was the third. gene- 
ral Perſecution of the Church, which broke out 
in the Ninth Year of this Emperor's Reign, Si 
teen Years after the Beginning of the ſecond by 
Domitian, and Forty two after the Beginning of 
the firſt under Nero. In this Perſecution, St. Ck 
mens, Biſhop of Rome, ſuffer d Martyrdom , be 
ing thrown into the Sea with an Anchor about 
his Neck ; St. Simeon, Biſhop of Feruſalem, at 


d 
120 
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120 Years of Age, being firſt Scourg'd, and then 
Crucify'd 5; and St. Ignatius, Biſhop of Antioch, 
who was condemn'd to be thrown to. Wild 
Beaſts at Rome, by -Trajan himſelf, who had a 
articular Difpute wich him at Antioch. This 
Econ for a while rag'd in ſeveral Parts of 
the Empire, .and was fo much the more burden- 
ſome, becauſe the Chriſtians generally ſuffer d un- 
der the Notions of Malefactors and Traytors, and 
under an Emperor fam'd throughout the World 
for his Juſtice and Moderation. But it had not 
continu'd long before Trajan, coming to Antioch, 


in order to his Expedition againſt the Parthians 


and Armenians, did there mitigate the Rigour of 


it: For having receiv'd an Account from Pliny, 


the Proconſul in Birhynia, imploy'd by him for 
that Purpoſe, of the Innotency and Simplicity of the 
Chriſtians, :5at they were a hurtleſs and inoffenſive 
Generation : And likewiſe receiving another Ac- 
count from Tiberianus, Governour of Paleſtine, 


who told him, That he as wearied out in executing 


the Laws againſt the Galilzans, who crowded to Exe- 
mation in (uch Maltitudes, that he was at a loſs how to 
proceed ; Hereupon the Emperor gave Command, 
That no particular Inquiſition ſhou'd be made after the 
Chriſtians, tho' if any offer 4 themſelves they ſhou'd 
ſafer. By which Means the Perſecution, in a 
preat meaſure ceas'd ; and the Fire which had hi- 
therto rag'd to a great degree, began now to be 
excinguiff'd, and only crept up and down in pri- 
vate Corners, 


From Antioch Trajan march'd with a powerful Trajan'sgrear 
Expedition in 


the Eaſt. 


Army againſt Armenia, taking occaſion from the 
King of Armenia's receiving the Crown and En- 
ligns of a King from the Hands of the King of 
Parthia, acknowledging him for his Superior and 
Wyereign, When that King ought to have re- 


2 ceiv'd 
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Armenia, 


YL. = _ 7 - 
Par:izia, aa 


Meſopotamia 
Lonquer d. 


ceiv'd his Authority from Rome ,. according ty 
former Articles. Upon his firſt Invaſion of 4. 
menia, the Fame of his Arrival was ſuch, and the 
Enemies Fears in all Parts fo great, that he mi 
with no great Reſiſtance, neither in Armenia, 
nor in the Countries adjoining ; and the ereateſ 
Part of the Kings, Nobles, and Governors of 
the Neighbouring Countries, came ſubmiſfive 
ro him, humbly acknowledging themſelyes hy 
Subjects, and” Him their Lord ' and' Sovereign, 
bringing with them many rare' and noble Pre- 
ſents. Among many other Things of great V+ 
lue and Curioſity , he was preſented with an 
Horſe, for Largeneſs, Colour, and Shape, the 
moſt valuable inthe World ; which being before 
taught, upon his approaching the Emperor's Pre- 
lence, gracefully kneePd down, and bow'd his 
Head to the Earih, as it were owning him to be 
Sovereign of the World. .Trajan having in a 
ſhort ſpace ſubdu'd all the Kingdom of Armenia, 
and gotten Partamitaſites the King into his Power, 


he reduc'd the whole Country into a Province df 


the Empire; and at the ſame time rewarded 
thoſe Kings and Tetrarchs who were in his Ser- 
vice, with many noble and munificent Preſents, 
fining others great Sums, according to their { 
veral Actions and Deſerts. And leaving all 
Things in good Order, and ſufficient Gatriſons 
ro ſecure the Country, he march'd forward 
with his Victorious Army, Conquering the Dc- 
minions of the King of Parthia, and then er- 
cter'd that Opulent Country of Meſopotamia, where 
he took che City of Nifbe, and other Places, and 
made that Kingdom like Armenia, a Province 0 


- the Empire. In all which the King of Parthi: 


was conſtrain'd ro'fubmit, after many Skirmiſhes 
Encounters, Attacks, ' Sieges, and a Thouſan 
A. noble 
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noble Acts, perform'd by this Emperor ; where- 


in he not only ſhew'd himſelf a Perſon of infinite 
Courage, Valour, and Induſtry, but likewiſe of 
no leſs Skill and Conduct, as well as exact Policy 
and Diſcipline. The Fame of cheſe mighty 


LVidories daily fil'd the Ears of the Senate and 


People of Rome, who order'd great Sacrifices and 
Thankſgivings, and conferr'd new Honours and 
Titles upon him, particularly decreeing him the 
Name of Optimus or Moſt Excellent, and likewiſe 
the Surnames of Armenicus and Parthicus, and 0- 
cher Titles, upon the Account of theſe extraor- 
dinary Conquelts. 

After this great Succeſs, and enlarging the 
Bounds of the Roman Empire, he delir'd to re- 
poſe himſelf for ſome few Days, and therefore 
determin'd to paſs the Winter in Syria ; where 
diſpoſing of his Army to the beſt Advantage, he 
lodg'd himſelf in Antioch ; to which City re- 
pair d a numerous: and ſplendid Concourſe of 
many Kings, Potentates, and Ambaſſadors from 
ſeveral Parts:of the Eaſt, all to attend this migh- 
ty Emperor. Continuing there in great Afﬀu- 
ence and Proſperity, and ſurrounded by ſuch a 


florious Train of Monarchs and Crown'd Heads, 


he and the whole City were ſurpriz'd with the 
moſt aſtoniſhing Accident that - cou'd be ima- 
znd ; which was -an Earthquake, the molt 
dreadful and amazing that ever happen'd in any 
Age whatſoever. It was in a manner general, 
but Syria, and eſpecially Antioch felt the 
greateſt ſhare of- its Fury ; it beginning with' a 
molt furious Storm and Whirl-wind, which tore 
up an infinite number of Trees and Houſes, and 
brought down: the Birds to the Earth ; which was 
ſucceeded with-: ſuch dreadful Lightnings and 
Thunders ,  as- Overthrew the molt ſtately Pa- 
V 3 lace 
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laces and Buildings in Antioch, and it feen'd'a 
tho' the World was all in Flames, and the Earth 
open'd to devour all Humane Kind. The. Sa 
was alſo in a wonderful Motion, which was ſe 
conded with ſuch extream Heats, that Men were 
oblig'd to ſtrip themſelves and go under Ground, 
Many Cities in the Eaſt were likewiſe ruin'd, 
many Hills and Mountaims funk and become 
Plain, many- Rivers were dry'd up, and many 
Waters and Fountains ſprung up in new Places, 
In the City of Antioch almoſt all the Houſes and 
Building were intirely demoliſh'd, and many 
Thouſands of People flain ; particularly Pedo the 
Conſul ; and Trajan himſelf was in great danger 
of his Life, eſcaping by a ſudden leaping out of 
a Window into the Fields, where he was con- 
ſtrain'd to remain for many Days in Tents. Some 
write he was held in the Air by an unknown 
Hand for ſome ſpace ; and *tis believ'd by many, 
that theſe Calamities were Inſtances of the di- 
vine Diſpleaſure for the Severities towards the 
Chriſtians; and that theſe caus'd ſome Remork 
in Trajan's Mind upon their Account, and dif- 
posd him to a better Opinion of that Religion 
in the reſt of his Reign, it being now about his 
17th. Year, A. D. 115. | 

Trajan with great Diligence and*'Tnduftry re- 
pair'd Antioch and the other Cities'that ſuifer'd 
by this Calamity ; and the following Summer he 
gather'd all his Forces together, and parted from 
Antioch to proceed in his famous Expeditions he 
had begun ; direting his March towards the 
Eaft, 'to make a'Conquelt of A4ſjjria.and Chaldea, 
with the Renown'd City of Babylon, Capital of 
the ancient' Monarchy of the 4ſſyrians. And be- 
ing'to paſs the famous River Euphrates, at a large 
winding of it; he was oblig'dito'encounter many 
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reat Difficulties and Dangers: For the Parthians, 
with their utmoſt Power, endeavour'd to ſtop his 
Paſſage; but Trajan, by his indefatigable Toil 
and Induſtry, found out a Remedy for this In- 


| convenience, ſecretly cauſing Boats to be made 
| upon the adjoining Mountains, and bringing 


them upon Carriages to the Water-ſide, ſuddenly 
made a Bridge over the River, and paſs'd his Ar- 
my with great Celerity, but not without great 
Slaughter and Danger on both ſides. Having 


| paſsd the River, he boldly advanc'd forward, 
Conquering and Subduing Cities and Caſtles in 


all Parts, and among the reſt the great City of 
Arbela in Aſfyria, in whoſe Fields Alexander the 
Great Overthrew King Darins. After which he 
fill continu'd his ſucceſsful Progreſs, and con- 
quer'd other Countries where the Roman Stan- 


. dards had never been before diſplay'd : And 


from thence, without meeting any great Oppo- 
ſition, he advanc'd up to the Walls of the Fa- 
mous City Babylon, of the Power and Greatneſs 


of which we read ſuch Wonders ; and taking it 


by Force of Arms, he alſo ſubdu'd all its Ter- 


ritories 3 by which Means he became intire 


Maſter of thoſe rich and noble Countries Chal- (4,1q.4 and 
dea and Aſjyria, From thence he march'd by Afyria Con- 


*p3- 


Land to the River Tigris, and ſhortly after affault- quer'd. 


ed -and took the great City -Cre/iphon, which af- 
forded him an entrance into Perſia, where he 
ſtill made new Conqueſts, and gain'd new Places 
to the Wonder and Terror of all Nations. But 


for the' Particulars of theſe great Wars and Con- 


queſts, Authors have been too brief and ſuccindt ; 


| and by Reaſon of the Loſs of others, many no- 


ble Acts and great: Exploits of this Emperor are 


unknown to! us. 
109023. rem F 4 
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Trajan having made himſelf Lord of all thok 
Nations about the Rivers 7igrs and Euphbrates,with 
other Countries and Provinces adjoyning ; he 
took new Ways, and went down the River Tigrs 
towards the Perfian Gulf, to ſubdue a mighty 
King call'd Arhabilas, who inhabited a Confide- 
rable Iſland , made by the divided Streams of 
that River. At the Emperors Arrival, the Ter- 
ror of his Arms was ſo great, that the King and 
Inhabitants of thoſe Parts ſubmitced, yieldingf 
all into his Hands. But here he met with exceed 
ing great Dangers and Inconveniencies ; for, Win- 
ter coming. on, he was afflicted with ſuch violent 
Rains, Storms and Tewpeſts, together with ſuch 
Inundations of the Tigrs, that he was in danger iN ; 
of loſing the greateſt Part of his Army. After WW 
which, with indefarigable Pains he fitred out a WW 
large Fleet, and failing down the Perſian Gulf, WW i 
enter'd the vaſt Oriental Ocean, conquering even Il 
ro the Indies, and ſubduing them' to the Roman 
Empire ; baving firſt receiv'd Information of chok Ill | 
Countries, by certain Merchant Ships ſailing into I 


"Ys 


thoſe Parts. - But this vaſt Attempt againſt the 

Indies, and along thoſe Coaſts, ſucceeded not long 

according to Trajan's Expectation : For not only 

the Revolts of fome of his new Conqueſts, ob- Il : 
lig'd him to ſhorten his intended Voyage and Ex- | 1 
pedition ; but likewiſe the Scarciry of Proviſions, il 
and Conveniencies on theſe Coaſts and | Coun- i 
tries, quite oppoſite to the fam'd Reports of their if 
Ferality and Abundance, was a Means, to draw 

him from ſuch diſtant Parts of - the World. For Ill | 
which Cauſes any further. Attempts ſeem'd- un- I | 
worthy of ſo great an Emperor; eſpecially' fince Ii - 
he found himfelf too aged and-unweildy for extra- Ii * 
ordinary Fatigues ; therefore he refolv'd to return I - 


Seas 


with his Flect to the Perſian Gulf. Upon cheſe 


Chap. I, TRAJAN XIV. 


Seas he began to refle& upon the DefeRs of Ape, 
and the Decay of Vigour, and ſaid, If the Divine. 
Powers bad preſeru'd to him hw former Health and 
Strength, he wou d not have reſted till he bad attain'd. 
the utmoſt and remoteſt Confines of the World : And 
that he accounted Alexander the Great infinitely bap- 
py in beginning hus Reign ſo wery young ; yet he 
fill purpos'd to paſs further than be. And ſo he 
wrote to the Senate of Rome, and ſent them the 
particular Relations and Names of all the ſeveral 
Nations he had Conquer'd and Subdu'd, which 
were ſo many , that Dijon tells us,, they cou'd * 
ſcarcely be number'd or nam'd. Upon which the 
Senate order'd new Sacrifices and. Thankſgivings, 
and decreed him many new and additional Ho- 
nours, and among the reſt a Triumphal Arch, 
of great Beauty and Magnificence, for the bet- 
ter Preſervation of his Memory to future A- 
2. | 

: Trajan thus returning to the P&rſian Gulf, and 
landing near the Mouth of the Tigrzs, he ſpeedily 
took Order for the Recovery of thoſe Places 


| which had revolted , ſending two Commanders 
call I"Lucizs and Maximus, with powerfuil Armies. 


Theſe in the beginning had ill Succeſs ; for Maxi- 
mw 1n a Battel againſt the Parthians, was over- 
thrown and ſlain: But Lucizs afterwards reinfor- 
cing and relieving his Army, obtain'd feveral Vi- 
tories over the: Enemy, and recover'd the City 
of Niſibe. in Meſopotamia, and others which had 
revolted 3 doing the like to the City... Edeſſa in 
the ſame Province , which for ſome particular 
Crimes he laid in Aſhes. And: while Lucizs was 
thus employ'd.,, Ewicizs and Clarixs, ' two other 
Commanders of - the Emperor's, ſucceſsfully pro- 
ceeded againſt others: who had likewiſe revolted, 
from whom they took the,City of Seleucia, Ran 

| the 
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the river 'T;grz, and other Cities which the Par. 
thjans had recovered in thoſe Parts. So that' in; 
ſhort Space Trajan not only retook all thoſe Coun. 
tries which had revolted, but likewiſe conquer 
many other Cities and Provinces ; by which Means 
he became Lord of the greateft and beſt Parts' of 
Aſia. And what is an additional Honour to All 
his Conqueſts and Victories, during the whole 
time of his carrying on theſe Wars, ſo very re. 
mote and diſtant from Rowe, ſo great was his 
Wiſdom and careful Management, that no Tu- 
mult or Diſorder ever hapned in the Cicy. Now 
this wiſe and great Emperor finding bin:felf wes. 
ry'd out with Age and Labour, and jnifging it 
impoſiibl>- for one Man rightly to govein fo vaſt 
and unweildy an Empire as that of Ke, eſpe- 
cially thoſe Provinces taken from the untameable 
Parthians; he refolv'd to ſettle a King in Parthia 
and Perſia, of his own chufing, which King ſhou'd 
be a Vaſſal to the Rowan Empire, reſerving tothe 
Emperors the ſupream Juriſdiction and Soveraign- 
ty. With this Refolution Trajar repaired to the 
great City Cteſiphon in Perſia ; and convoking the 
principal of the Parthian Nation, who gladly gave 
him Security for Obedience to the Roman Emprr, 
he with 'great Pomp and Solemnity , Crown 
one of the Royal Line of Parthia call'd Parthend|- 
pates, to the great Joy and SatisfaRion of that Na 
tion. Afterwards he did the like in the King- 
dom of Albania in Afia, near the Caſpian 'Sea ; & 
ftabliſhing there a King to govern that Kingdom; 
and placing Governours and Lientenants in 6- 
ther Provinces, he enlarg'd- the Bounds and Lt 


. mits of the Romany Empire, beyond the River T- 


7, where: the Name of the Romans till now had 
carcely been heard of; it being” now above 4600 


Mikes in length. And having ended all warn 
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Chap-I., TRAJAN XIV. 
the Eaſt with great Glory and' Renown, and e- 
fabliſh'd all Countries with no - leſs 'Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding; he refolv'd to dire& his Journey 
towards Italy and Rome , in a more magnificent 
and triumphant Manner than any of all his Pre- 
deceſſors. 


Before the finiſhing of theſe laſt Wars, and full Rebellion and 
Gettlement of the Eaft, the Fews, who had been Mirrics of :the 
diſperſed into all Parts of the World, fell into a Jews. 


dreadful Rebellion in ſeveral Provincesof the Em- 
pire ; taking Occafion from Trajan's diſtant Ex- 
peditions, bur more eſpecially from the late terrible 
Earthquakes, which, as they believ'd, portended 
the Ruin and Downfall of the Roman Empire. Ha- 
ving enter'd into a Conſpiracy, they made incre- 
dible Slaughters - and barbarous Maſlacres upon 
Romans and Greeks of all Ranks and Degrees , 
without either Diſcretion or Mercy. This Re- 
bellion began firſt in Cyrene, a Roman Province in 
Africa, ſhortly after in eAgypt, and next in the 
Iland of Cyprus, which Places they in a manner 
diſpeopled, ſo great and boundleſs was their Rage 
and Fury. Their Barbarities were ſo hainous and 
outragious, that they eat Mens Fleſh, beſmear'd 
themſelves with their Blood, wore their Skins , 
flawed them aſunder, caſt them to wild Beaſts, 
made them kill each other, and put them to all 
Kinds of Torments. Beſides the particularSlaugh- 
ters they committed: throughout eApypr, 1n Cy- 
rene they ſlew 200000, and in Cyprus 250000. Tras 


jen was then about returning into Traly, and find-' 


ing the pernicious Effects of theſe Barbarities, in 
a great Rage raſolv'd to purſue theſe impious 
Wretches throughout his Dominions, not as Ene- 
mics or Rebels, but as Creatures noxious and de- 
ſtructive to Humane Society, with a Revenge an- 
Ivcrable- to the Vaſtnels of their Crimes; w_ 
| e 


he ſpeedily effe&ted, under the Condud of ſeve- 
ral Commanders both by Sea and Land. Theſe, 
after many: cruel and bloody Hoſtilities, ſeverely 
chaſtis'd: that 'obſtinate and rebellious Nation , 
whom | God had; now forſaken, leaving them to 
be treated as the Venom and Peſts of Mankind, 
and to | be deſtroy'd in infinite Numbers by all 
Kinds of Deaths ; which ' prov'd the moſt terri- 


ble Execution and Puniſhment, . that ever hapned 
to any Nation in the World. 'The Carriage and 


Behaviour of thoſe in Cyrene and Cypras, causd 
the Emperor to ſuſpe& their Brethren in Meſopu- 
tamia ; and upon that order'd L. Quiztizs to ba- 


niſh all out of that Country, which was ſoon ef-- 


feed with the Deſtruction of great Numbers by 
Ads of Hoſtility. And becauſe the Cruelties of 
the Jews were moſt notorious in Cyprus, partly 
for' the future Security of the Cypriots, and part- 
ly to brand the Fews with Infamy, it was pub- 
lickly enacted, That no Jew, tho' driven by Tem- 
peſts, ſhou'd preſume to ſer Foot in Cyprus, upon Pain 

immediate Execution, as already condemned by bis 
very Appearance on that Soil, which bad been 
tainted with the deadly Venom of his Country- 
Afen. + 5 

This great Slaughter and Puniſhment being a- 
bated, Trajan taking good Order about the At- 
fairs of 4/;a,began his Journey towards Tal, leav- 
ing his Couſin Adrian General of all his Forces in 
the Eaſt; and ſo continu'd his Journey, coverd 


with infinite Glories and Honours ; there being in | 
Rome the moſt Magnificent "Triumph, and S0- 


temn Reception prepar'd for him that ever had 


been known ſince the Building of the City, But | 


coming into.the Province of Cilicia in the lefler 
Afia, he, found - himſelf weak and declining ; and 
bus Diſtemper. 'increaſing, he order'd himſelf « 
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zo 
be carry'd to the City of Seleucia, . where within The Death of 


a few Days after, -he dy'd of a Flux, tho' ſome. I*4jan- 


ſuſpect Poyſon to have been the Cauſe. Thus 
dy'd the. mighty Trajen , the 14h, Emperor of 
Rome, in the 63d Year of his. Ape, 'after a Tri- 
umphant Reign of x9 Years, fix 'Months and 
5 Days;z- a Prince of incomparable Abilities, 
either for the Command of an Army, or'the Go- 
vernment of an Empire ; and had not -his Ai- 
ons been ſtain'd with his Severities' to the Chri/#;- 
ans, he might have been eſteem'd. the moſt Match- 
leſs Prince 1n all the Pagan World.” His great Ver- 
tues and Excellencies, made his Memory ſo dear 
and precious: to the Romans, that , beſides thoſe 
many and : divine Honours they. ſhew'd to him 


after his Death, it became a Cuſtom, in ſucceed- 


ing Reigns,. when they;pour'd out-:their Bleflings 
upon their new choſen, Emperors ,' they wiſh'd 
them the Fortune of  Auguſtms, and the Goodneſs of 
Trajan , as the greateſt Happineſs. they .could poſ- 
ſibly .enjoy 3 a Thing worthy to be conſider'd by 
all Princes, ; whoſe good or bad Adions are certain 
to. make. their Memories precious. or odious to all 
future Ages. Trajandy'd in the 870th Year, of the 
City, 142 after the Settlement of the Empire by 
Auguſtus, 117 after our Saviour's Nativity, and 
46 after the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. 
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From the Death of Trajan, to the Death 


of Rome, and ſhortly after ſhe produc'd a fory! 
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Antoninus Philoſophus, or Marcus Aurel, 
us, - the ſeventeenth Emperor ; when: the Poy. 


er and Luſtre of the Roman Empire ben by 
to decline. n 57 
| at 
Containing the Space of 63 Tears. f 


i 4+ E Roman Empire was never fo large ant T 
ſpacious as at preſent, nor was it everhM * 
formidable to the reſt of the World, as at th by 
Time when Trajan left it; tho* not long aft 
it began to fink by the Unweildineſs of its Bulk, 
and the Vaſtneſs of its own Weight. 'The Deatif 2! 
of this ' Prince ' brought a general Sortow . ant F 
Mourning upon the whole Empire ; and tho'k G 
had the Enjoyment of thelargeft Authority, aol * 
greateſt Revenues of any in the World, he wan: | 
ted the Power of producing an Heir to, fucced|y +. 
him after his Deceaſe. He had neither Son 10 F 
Daughter, -nor wou'd he adopt any Perſon forts b 
Succeſſor, 'as ſyme believe, imitating Alexande th d 
Great , whom he ever endeavour'd toexcell it 


Honour and Renown. But his Wife Plotina, fint-WM © 
ing his Nephew eAlinms Adrian, or Hadrian, a Pit 
ſon of great Authority and Popularity, and n 

lefs Wiſdom and Merits, endeavour'd with gretll * 
Diligence and Policy to gain him the Empire. Ii © 
order :to effe& this great Deſign, the Death i þ 
Trajan according to Agreement , was for ſow: 7 
Space conceal'd, till Adrian had ſounded the It 

clination of his Army, and Plotina the Nobilit | 


Inſtzumen) 


Chap.IL ADRIAN XV. 303 

Inſtrument, importing That Trajay had adopted 

him for his Son and Succeſſor. Finally their Po- 

licies' and Artifices ſucceeded fo well, that the 

Deſign took effet, and the Army immediately 

ſwore Obedience and 'did Homage to Adrian; 

notwithſtanding his being abſent from Rome, and 

in the City of Anticch, where he had been eft 

C by Trajan, as General of all the Forces in the 
EF. Upon Notice of this Succefs, he immedi- 
ately wrote to the Senate, entreating To be con- 
frm'd in the Empire; which Requeſt, after a little 
Conſideration | of his Merits and Alliance with 
Trajan, was eafily granted, and he acknowledg'd 

6 and obey'dby all Men as Emperor. Adrian was Adrian made 

1 by Birth a Spaniard, and of Tralica, the ſame City Emperer. 

MM where Trajan was born, his Mother's Name be. 

i; ing Domitia Paulina of Coles in Spain. He was Ne- 

h phew to Trajan by his Mother, others fay by his 

ſl Father, tho' ſome fay he was Son of his Couſin 

t German ; and was Marry'd to Sabina, Trajan's 

of Siſter's Daughter. When he enter'd upon the Em- 

n pr, he was about forty Years of Age , being 'a 

MM Prince highly acceptable, and promifing to the 

a Kan Stare; . for he had in the laſt Reign born the 

i higheſt Offices both Civil and Military,” which he 

t iſcharg'd with Honour and Reputation. 

i Shortly after.the Death of Trajan, before Adri- 

8 left the Eff, the Parthians and ſome other Na- 

WM tions lately conquer'd , reaſfſum'd their former 

Courages, and began to make Revolts ; andlike- 


n0 & IN 
0 wiſe in Britain and ſome other Parts there began 
IM © be ſome Alterations and Infurreftions. All. 
i which A44riaz might with no Difficulty have paci- 
if fy'd and ſuppreſt by the Force and Power of his 
WM Arms, and wanted neither Courage nor Forces 
2 effect ir ; but he thought it moſt convenient to 


decline the Extremities of War and Violence. For 
this 
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this Emperor was but little. Inferior to his Uncle 
in Courage and Arms, yet he much differdin hi 


| Temper and Inclinations : Trajan had a, mighty 


Thirſt afcer Honour and Fame, and graſp'd ac al 
Conqueſts and Means, to enlarge the Bounds of 


the Roman Empire ; but Adrian's principal Care 
was to preſerve the ancient Limits 1ntire, without 


any ambitious . Proſpe&s of farther Conqueſt, 
Therefore in the Beginning of. his Reign, he in 
A. great Meaſure, abandon'd the Provinces of the 
Parthians, and other Provinces of the Eaſt, beyond 
the Euphrates to the Indies, which Trajanhad Con- 
quered; judging Parthia, Media, Meſgpotamia,-.and 


..: » the reſt of thoſe diſtant Provinces, to be of a 
. greater Inconvenience to the Roman Empire, than 


Advantage; and. for the better Safety and Secun- 
ty of other Places, he made: Euphrates the Boun- 
dary and Barrier in thoſe Parts, and plac'd his Le- 
g10ns about the Banks of that River. Some are 
of Opinion, that he. did this out of a, ſecret Envy 
and tacit Detraction of his. Uncle Trajan's Glo- 
ry and Reputation ; tho' others more juſtly com- 
mend it as a politick and prudent Action, and 
for the Good of the Empire. Having thus ſetled 
Afairs, in the Eft, he left Catillins, Severus Goyet- 
nour of Syria; and ſupprefling ſome Diſturbances 
lately rais'd by the Fes, he took his Journey by 
Land towards Traly, and ſent the Aſhes of Trajan 
by Sea. . Upon: his nigh Approach ' to Rome, he 
was inform'd That a Magnificent Triumph was 
prepared for .him in the ſame Manner, as was 
provided for his Uncle Trajan, as being his Com- 
panion in all the ſame Wars and Conqueſts : , But 
he. wholly refus'd that Honour, judging himſelf 
not Worthy of it, and order'd that the fame Trt 
umph. and Entertainment ſhou'd be given to Tra 
jan's Image ; which was -perform'd with a 

| wondet- 
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wonderful Pomp- and Solemnity; and *tis ob- 
ſervw'd;- That'he was the only Man that ever tri. 
uph/d'after hewas dead. His Afties were plac'd 
in-a/gdlden' Uri upon the Top 'of a lofty Pillar 
#4 Foot high,” and' of curtons Workmanſhip, 
ropreſefiting the "Particulars of 'all -his Noble Ex- 
ploits;- which 'remains'to 'this Day, ſtill going by 
the'Nameof Trajar's/Pillar. Befides their deifying 
tim/after- the Roman Cuſtom, in Honour of him; 
chey inſticared New! Games call'd Partbica, which 
continu'd for' matiy* Ages: ſfo'highly Was this Emz 
pefor” belov'd; and fo dear his Memory to all ' his 
tied! 00s zrvr. bo «oro vhoPt © 1, 3 

*Xd#ian began'this'/Reign with "the great Love 
and Applaufe'of 'all Men, 'and ithmediately per- 
form'd 'many” Parts of: an excelletit* Prince, cor- 
formable'to 'the Gourſe of his paſt Tife, and the 
fitire Hopes concerv'd of him. His Parts' and 
Qualifications) wete admirable', and ſcarce any 
Prince” in the World was more” remarkable for the 


Excellency and Variety of his Endowments. He- 


wis” 'capable- of \'comprehending whatſoever he de= 
fird, and was highly 5killful in' all Exercifes both 
of Body/and -Mirid, 'and wanted no Strength nor 
Abilities either” for Arms or Learning, in which 


he induſtrioufly endeavour'd to! excelt all Meri: 


He compos'd excellently well both in Proſe'and 


Verſe,” pleaded*Catrſes , and became'perfect© ih" 


Otatory ; ''but "fo much affected the Stile *and 
Phraſe -of ancierit Times, that he preferr'd Caro 
before Cicero, ' Emius before Virgil, and Czcilizs be= 
tore Sallnſt; 'He was a ſingular Mathetnatician,and 


Miter of all its'ſeveral Parts; and was no lefs* 


Kilful ini Phyſick, knowing the Verties andPro- 


petties of all "Herbs and Minerals. In Drawing . 


2d Paintings he'was eqtial tothe greateſt Maſters ; 
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and was an excellent Muſician, and. ſung to.:Ag- 
miration. Beſides all he. had a Memory: beyond 
Belief, and could exactly retain, all Places, iBu- 
linefſes, and Soldiers , calling them all- by-their 
Names, tho' he had been long abſent from theni; 
and moreover was of ſuch, a Capacity,that he.coud 
Endite,, Write and Conferr of Buſineſs; all, at gne 


, 4 - 


Inſtant.” Finally he: is ſaid: 40. be. as much, Mg 
ſter of all Artsand Sciences, as. almoſt any Man 
cou'd be of one; being likewiſe very expert and 
politick in Wars and, Military Diſcipline, 'andiwg 
very ſtrong, able and skillful jm, Arms, both: ag 
Foot and Horſe-back : And was alſo much-ad- 
dicted to all forts of Huntings, in, which.he-was 
ſo dextrous,. that: with his -own 'Hands; he. fie- 
quenely kill. d Lions, Bears ,- Wild-Baars,  and-& 
ther fierce . Beafts.. And tho' he” ever lav'd;. and 
continually endeavour'd the Peace, of the Rgway 
Empire, yet in all his Reign, he had a morgghan 
ordinary; Care of Martial Diſcipline ; feverFpu- 
niſhing the .Vices and Licentiouſneſs of, Soldier; 
correcting and reforming paſt Errors,, and. preſai- 
by new Rules for the future.. aut Þ org i 

jg aiter bis Entrance. into. the City, Ari. 
ax. by an Edict remitted all Debts due to the [ Bni- 


peror-and Exchequer, that were of above ten; Years 
Continuance. At his Birth-Day he;exhibited ma- 
ny: Shews. and Games tothe People, ordering ms 
ny. wild Beaſts to. be baited and ancounter'd, pai) 
ticularly an hundred Lions, and as- many. Lionel 
ſes ; and beſides gave great? Gifts in' diſtin Pot- 
tions, both. to Men and Women in the Cirque 
and: Theatres, He, much recommended, himfef 
by feveral Acts. of  Generoſity and Moderation; 
and. particularly encreas'd the Allgwanee- which 
by 7r4jan had been. given to, the Maintenance 0l 

|; rode 
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great Numbers of oo Children, rebeving like- 

wiſe many decay'd Noble-Men' and Senators , 

whoſe Misfortun& proceeded from no Fault of 

theirs. His Moderation and Clemency appear'd 

by his pardoning the Injuries that weredone hit 

before he was Emperor ; and having once met a 

Perſon who had offended hitn, he ſaid, Ton have 
eſcaped, fince T am made Emperot. He was very tea- 

dy in DOOR Favours upon all Men, abated 

the Tributes atid Subſidies through the Empire, 
adminiſter'd Juſtice wich Exacnels, and acted all 

Things by the Councel and Advice of the Senate, 

and of wife Men which he kept about him , and 

carry'd witch him in all his Travels; for he not 

only deſir'd to be inform'd , but likewiſe 'to be 

advis'd, and reprov'd , if occaſion requir'd it : 

And he ofren'declar'd in open Court and Senate, 

That he wou'd ' govern the Republitk, ſo. as to procure 

the Peoples Good, not has own. Upon ſolemn Days 

he commonly waited upon the Confuls to their 

own Houſes, and familiarly conversd with Men 

of Reputation , viſiting them in -their Sickneſs 

/ W twice or thrice in a Day, and treating them with 
4 all the Kindneſs and Familiarity of Companions. 
MW Yet notwithſtanding all theſe Noble Vertues and 
a Qualifications, he was not free from many great 
' W Vices and Imperfedtions; Tre he*is obſerv'd ro 
' WW have had a ftrange and unuſual Mixture of both, 
os ſo as to ſeem to reconcile moſt Vices with their 
* WW contraty Vertues. For in the midit of his Ex- 
WF cellencies, he was, Noted to be proud and vain- 
WW 2lorious,envious and detracting, cruel and revenge- 


| 11; which laſt appear'd from his purtting ſome 
, 4 eminent Perſon to Death ar his Arrival co the 
"WM Empire. However. he had an uncommon Facul- 


ty of commiatiditig and " his Ae 
2 an 
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and by a mighty Artifice.coyer;d his infolent, e- 
vious, Tullen, and - wanton Diſpoſition. ; 'But::he 
A Perſecution ſhew'd himſelf. more publick -in his-Severiries to 
of the Chri- the Chriſtians, countenancing. or permitting their 
rapng. Perſecution in ſeveral Parts.of. the, Empire. : [This 
0D. x18. Perſecurion in ſeveral Parts.of the Empice.: Thi 
| began in the Second. Year or. his. Reigh, and, by 
Reaſon of the Sharpneſs of it,, and its long Con- 
tinuance, many have accounted. it the Fourth Ge. 
neral Perſecution : But it is. not generally reckond 
ſo by the Fathers, of the Chargh, , lince; no. new 
 Fdidts were iſſued. out againſt che Chri/7;ans, hut 
only Trajan's Laws ſtill in Force , were, again: put 
in Execution, ſo.that it may, be gall'd a Revival, 
or perhaps a Continuance,of_ the Third Perſecu- 
tion, which was, not intirely ceasd; in 7rajan' 
Reign: 5 Lo bh OE EGAN 
In the ſame Year that this Perſecution was be- 
gun or reviv'd, .ſeyeral of the Northern Nartions, 
as the Alanes, Scythians 1n Enrope, the Sarmatians 
. and Dacians, began to, make. Devaſtations in the 
. Roman Empire. .. Againſt theſe barbarous .Nations 
Adrian himſelf parted from. Rome, with a very 
powerful Ariny ;, but upon; his near Approach.to 
their Countrres, . the Name of. Adrian, the Lieute- 
nant of Trajen, -brought them..to.a Submiſſion; 
which being, readily. accepred .by the. Emperor, 
ended. all preſcar'$onteſts. . 'The "better to haye 
eas'd the Roman State, he determin'd to have quit- 
ted the Province of Dacia for the future, but was 
deterr'd from that Deſign by” his Friends, who 
made it appear, That Rome way'd then be' much 
expos'd to the Inſults of the Northern Nations; 
ſo that he only broke down; the. famous Bridge 
that Trajan had built over the Danube,: the better 
to prevent their Incurtions. . In. this Journey, 4a 
Conſpiracy was diſcover'd againſt his Perſon, which 
wt 7 > A'%s  Z 0 LIST ala: tf occaſiond 
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Chap, IL. ADRIAN XV: 


occaſion'd the Execution'of: four Conſular, Per- 
ſons ; and this Execution; was' diſown'd by: the 


Emperor, as done without -his Conſent and! Ap- | 


probation. . Therefore: leaving Marcius Tyrbo Go- 
vernor of Pannoniai and:Dacia, he return'd ſpeedily 
to:Rome, to purge himſelf from the Infamy and 
Envy of this Fact, making a/large Congiary or 
Diſtribution of Money among. the People, con- 
ferring great Favours and Privileges upon many, 
and exhibiting magnificent Games -and Spectacles 
t0.the City z. not forgetting a careful Execution 
of | Juſtice in his Government. © Staying at Rome 
for a ſhorter Time | than before, he refolv'd to 
viſt. the whole Empire in . Perſon, to ſee that all 
Things were regulated and eftablifh*d to the Ho- 


309 


nour and Safety of the Publick:;. and taking with Adrian's 
him a ſplendid Court 'and a conſiderable Force, Journey. 


he firft enter'd the Province: of Gau/, where - he 
made a Luſtration of all the-Inhabirants, view'd 
the Chief Cities and Fortifications, and gave ma- 
ny Marks of his. Favour , as he:did 'in all other 
Places of the Empire. In his Travels he uſually 
ſaid, That an Emperor ought to imitate the Sun, ho 
carries his Light through all the Corners and Regions. of 
the Earth; and he moſt commonly: travell'd on 
Foot, and always with his Head bare, making no 
Diſtinction 'between the frozen Mountains of the 
| 4/ps, and the ſcorching Sands of -«Agypr. From 
Gay he went into Germany, carefully furveying 


the Legions. and Armies there ;::and rho! he -en- 


deavour'd'to preferve Peace rather.than promote 
Wars, yet he: {triatly; kept his Soldiers to true Dit- 
cpline-and Hardſhips; and- carefully baniſh'd all 
Luxury and Delicacies from.che Camp. _ Here he 
conform'd himſelf! to'the Lives:and Habits of the 
dinary Soldiers; eating their Ammunition-Bread, 


Bacon, 
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A famous 
Wall in Bri- 
Tan. 


| his Journey, and-travelV'd throug 
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Bacon, and Cheeſe, after the Examples of the 
Younger Scipio and Merellus ; and beſides gave &. 
veral Rewards to deſerving Perfons, and \made 
many wiſe Rules for Lifting Men, and other 
Matters to the Improvement of. Power and Order. 

. Aﬀter ſome ftay in Germany, he enter'd Belgium, 
and from thence paſs'd over into Britain, where 
he reform'd many Abuſes, and reconcil'd the In, 
habircants and Remans which dwelt there, as well 
the Garriſons, as the Natives and Colonies. And 
for the better Eſtabliſhment of future Peace and 
Security, he caus'd a mighty Wall to be made of 
Wood and Earth, extending from the River Ew 
in Cumberland, ro the Tine in Northumberland, eighty 


Miles in length ; and all to prevent the Incurſion 
. of the wilder Britains, and dangerous Neighbours, 


that daily diſturb'd :the Peace of the Roman, 
This ſtupendious Work was begun in the Third 
Year of his Reign; and having taken all neceſla- 
ry Care in this Ifland, the Emperor return'd into 
Gaul, where he ere&ted ſome famous Buildings, 
ſome to the Honour of Plotina, and conferrd 
many Favours and Honours in that Country. Hs 
ving thus viſited all-Gau! and the Borders, he di 
rected his Journey for Spain, and at his Arrival, 
he was receiv'd with great Joy and Satisfaction, 
being a Native of that Country. Aﬀeer he had 
view'd and viſited many Places, he took up his 
Winter-Quarters in the City of Taragon, where 
he call'd a Meeting or Parliament of all the Pro- 
vinces in Spain, and ordain'd many Things for 
the Good and Benefit of that Country. Aﬀer 
the Extremity. of the Winter was paſt, he reviv 
h all. Spain, Yr 


ſiting the ſeveral Cities, and 'beftowing: many F 
vours upon them; eſpecially -his'own CHE 
Italica 
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Tallcn' and Seville ; to which he granted many 


oreat Exemptions, and ſeveral peculiar Privileges, 
Pe oat not thither himſelf. Thus having. tra- 


velld over all Spain, and the Eaſtern Parts of the 
"Empire, he return'd towards Rome, defigning af- 
ter ſome convenient Stay there, to ſurvey the reſt 


of the Roman Empire, which was much the lar- 
geſt Part ; and ar this Time he appointed the ex- 


| -2& Limits and Bounds of the Empire,from the bar- 


barons Nations on the North. Where there wanted 
Rivers, and other natural Marks and Diviſions, he 
made uſe of large Stones, Pillars, Trees, and other 
"Things; and to the High Germans, who at that 


time were free; he appointed a King, which gain'd. 


him a great Reſpe& among . thoſe People who 
were ready to revolt. 

Adrian being now a third Time at Rome in 
great Peace and Poſperity, he buſied himſelf with 
the Aﬀairs of the City, and the frequent Con- 
verſation of Thgenious and Learned Men. OF 
theſe he was a great Encourager and munificent 
Patron 3 and had with him Philoſophers, Aſtro- 
nomers, Poets, Rhetoricians, Grammarians, Mu- 
ſicians, Geometricians, Archite&s, and excellent 
Painters and Statuaries 3 moſt of which he ſur- 
paſs'd in their own Skill, and he frequently de- 
clard, That he never negleted or omitted any Kind of 
Learning or Knowledge that might be uſeful in_Peace or 
War, either for an Emperor or a private Perſon, But 
a5 extraordinary Parts and Curioſity are too often 
accompanied with an envious and cenforious 
Temper, fo this Emperor bore a ſecret Hatred to 
ſeveral worthy Perſons whoſe Learning and Inge- 
nity had gain'd them a more than ordinary Re- 
plitation. And tho'. he openly careſt and enter- 
tin'd Learned Meh with great Satisfaction, Jet 


2T'Fv-.: 
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"who bas Thirty Legions at his Command ? But, this 


Editum Per- 
peruum. 


eaſe have repell'd the Force of his Arguments, and 
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he had a great Jealouſie of ſuch as any., Ways & 
cell'd him ; and he took ſuch an, exceeding De. MM b 
light in puzling and conquering others in Dulputes Ml c 
and Arguments, that many yielded their Caul 
when the Advantage was on their Side. As Faw. 
rinus did, an ingenious Man, who, owning ;him- 


ſelf worſted by the Emperor, when he cou'd;.with 


being bland by his Friends for ſuch a Concel 10h, 
made anſwer, Ought not I to give Place to. a. My 


envious and ambitious Temper of Adrian's fome- 
times proceeded to open Violence and Puniſhment 
of great Artiſts, and PArHSAIRTTY #0 the Executing 
of Apollodorus the Archite&, for freely ſhewi 
him the Errors of his own new Buildings. Simil 
the Captain of_.his. Guards being envy d for ſome 
extraordinary Skill, got leave;to retire, and livit 
quietly ſeven Years after in the Country, orderid 
chis Inſcription” on his Tomb., Here les Similis 
whoſe Life conſiſted of Sixty ſeven Tears, yet tiv'd bu 
Seven, In this Reign flouriſh'd the Chief of the 
Juriſconſults or Lawyers, and particularly 7uray, 
who compos'd the Perpetual Edit by the Empe- 
ror's Command, to. ſerve as a" Rule for all the 
ſucceeding Pretors in Rome ;. being call'd Edidun 
Perpetuum, becauſe it was to continue in Forge for 
ever. Beſides him, among other Learned. Men 
and Writers, flouriſh'd Prolomy of Alexandria, the 
famous Aſtronomer ; Phlegon, 4drian's Freed-man, 
eminent for his exact Calculation of the Olympt 
ads ; Arrian, who wrote the Expedition of Alex 
erder the Great ;' and le Goliins, the Learned 
Author ofthe No#es Attce. one 1 roi 
The Emperor continuing , in Rowe for a conli- 
ESrable Space, towards the Seventh Year o& ſh 
EOS rot SME Ot Wee 0219 pede 
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; or- Reign he receiv'd. Intelligence: that the. Parthiaps 
De- MW began to make; War againſt che Empire 3. which 
utes WW caus'd him to. haſten his Journey into. the; Ealb,; 
ulss W-2nd making all neceſſary Preparations, he refaly'd 
7 @ to, proſecute.the War in Perſon, which ſo:alarm'd 
1m. Wl the-Enemy,that they immediately fu'd for a Peace, 
vich Wl and obtain'd. it... This gave A4:iam. an  Opportu- 
and WF nicy, of purſuing his Travels without [Moleſtation; 
on, MW and beginning his: Journey, he. ſhortly arriv'd: in 
4m WE the Leffer 4a, from whence he turn'd. back into 
this Wl Greece to. the renown'd City of Arbens.: \ Here he 
ne- Wl made. a confiderable Stay , took upon :him the 
ent Wl Place and Honour of Archon, celebrated ; their So- 
ng WM lemn Sports, . and gave many particular Laws and 
0s Privileges to,that City, but.efpectally was.enter'd 
ils WF into their Eleuſinian Myſteries, which were ac- 
me MW counted the. moſt Sacred and Venerable. of -the 
nz MW whole Gentile World, and by Way of Eminence 
rd Were. particularly ſtyl'd The Myſteries. The Emperors 
is, MW buſie and ſuperſtitious Zeal in this Place, was a ſuf- 
ut WW ficient Warrane for many to purſue and. oppreſs 
he I the Chri/7ians more ſeverely than formerly ; which 
, WM causd the Perſecution to grow ſo fierce:and hor, 
&- MW that they were forc'd to remonſtrate and declare 
ie I their. Caſe ro the Emperor himſelf. - And parti- 
cularly St. Quadratus,, Bithop of Athens, and Ariſti- 


or WW 4s a Chriſtian Philoſopher in the:ſame City, pre- 
n WW ſented Apologies:to, Adrian, defending the Chriſtian 
16 WW Religion, from the Exceptions and Calummies of its Ene-. 


wies, and windicating it from thoſe Pretences upon 
which, i1] Men ſought its  Ruine. and., Deſtruttion ; and. 
aave all, they, particularly urg'd our Saviour 's Mira- 
des, hzs Curing, Diſeaſes, and Raiſmg the Dead, of. 
which ſome Injtances were. fill alive, Theſe Apolos, 
fies, and Letters from Sercnizs Grapianus Procanſul 
& Afa,; which repreſented the unjuſt Proceedings 

Tone © UE TIOL ELD | apainii 
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iſhowd not be pnifh'd. for the future, excepr they hit 


againſt the Chritians , took 'off the Keenneſ o 
'the Emperor's Fury, and caus'd him'to' write 6 
the: Governors of ' Provinces, ' That 'the Chriſtian 


manifeſtly tranſgreſt the Laws of the Empire. Av 
he was likewiſe ſo far wronght into a gs vi. 
nion of ' Chriſtianity, that Lampridius' tells whit 
:defign'd to build -a Temple to 'Chrif, and to te. 
ceive him into'the Number of their ' Gods ;, anf 
that he commanded Temples to be built in*at 
Cities without Images, which were for a lot 
ſpace call'd Adrian; ; but was ſtopp'd in his Pro 
ceedings by ſome, who conſulting the Oracle hal MW Ex: 
been told, that if this ſucceeded, the Pagan Ten. MW go! 
ples wou'd be* deſerted , and- all Men become MW Let 
Chriſtians. . dr Lana 

Aﬀeer a whole Winters continuance in then; MM Sul 
the Emperor return'd towards Italy, 'taking Sidh IM *tr 
by his Way, where he viſited e424 the famous il tha 
Burning Mountain, and the principal Places of Ih dic 
that Ifland; and after that return'd a fourth time MW vw! 
to Rome. - But after a ſhort Stay, hs prepar'd Ships I tak 
and Gallies, and croſs'd the Mediterranean itito wi 
Africk, where he was receiv'd with incredible Joy Ill "i 
and Satisfaction, not only for the Eſteem the Tn- I te 
habitants had for him, bur alfo becauſe his Arri- I Ci 
val was attended with plentiful Showers of Rain, I ot 
which the Country had wanted for five Year I Fi 
together. . Here the Emperor ſpent much Time I fa 
in regulating and reforming the Government, in iſ © 
ending and deciding Controverſies, and in order- WW Pa 


' ing many magnificent Buildings to be erected; MW * 


among which was his Re-edifying a great Part of I 
the famous City of Carthage', which he co bo! 
manded to be call'd Adrianopte, according 'to tis i * 
own Name. Staying a conſidetable* Tims 'in I ** 
—_—+ | Africh, 
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rick, he return'd- proſperouſly to Rowe a fifth 
© 96 where he carefully provided for all other 
Matters of the Empire-z yet he made no long 
Stay, but when all expe&ed and hop'd' for his 
Continuance in the City, he ſuddenly got ready 
for his Journey into the Eaft. He travell'd a {e- 
cond Time into Greece, and viewing all Parts, he 
causd thoſe Buildings and Temples to be finiſh'd, 
which he order'd before to be begun, and en- 


joyn'd others to be built : And thus continuing 


his Journey, he palſs'd over into the Leffer 4/a, 
and acted there with the ſame Care, Prudence, and 
Exactneſs as he did in all other Parts. Having 
gone  throngh the Leffer 42 into Syria, he by 
Letters and Meflengers invited all the Kings, Te- 
trarchs, and Potentates in thoſe: Parts, not only 
Subjects and Allies, but alſo Neighbours and 
Strangers, to confult and converſe with him in 
that Country. Among this numerous and ſplen- 
did Concourſe, the King of Parthia was one, to 
whom he freely ſent his Daughter, who had been 
taken Prifoner by Trajan in the former Wars ; for 
which generous A&t many came to his Court to 
viſit, honour, and acknowledge him ; all which 
he receiv'd with ſuch uncommon Courtefie and 
Civility, as rais'd the Envy and Concern of all 
others who neglected this Opportunity. At the 
Finiſhing of theſe magnificent Feaſts and Enter- 


 tainments, after a Survey of Syria, the Emperor 


enter'd Paleſtine and Fudea, viſiting all the princt- 
pal Cities ; after which he fer forwards, and did 
the like in the ſubdu'd Part of Arabia. From 
whence he paſt inco efeypr; where he made a 
longer Stay than in other Parts , viewing the 
Strength and famous Antiquities of that Country, 
and in Memory. of the Great Pompey cansd a moſt 
magnificent 


315. 
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Jeruſalem 
rebuilt. 


A.D. 130. 


| Expectations. In this the Emperor built -a 'Tem- 


' magnificent, Monument, to: be' erected over!him, 
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his Tomb being now much; ruin'd and:decay'g 
He alſo caus'd a City to be Founded. in the Nami 
and Memorial of a beautiful Youth, whom-he 
lov'd exceedingly , who-dy'd- in. :this/: Country, 
And at' the ſame time he.commanded:the Holy 
City Jeruſalem to be rebuilt. with great Charge; 
which was perform'd with admirable Expedition, 
principally by the Affiſtance. of, the Fews, who 
began much to raiſe their ſhort liv'd Hopes: and 


ple to Fupiter Capitolinus, which extreamly offen- 
ded the Fews, and rais'd greater Miſchiefs than 
ever ; and likewiſe chang'd its former Name, and 
calld it Adria Capitolina, which was done inthe 
14th Year of his Reign, 59 Years after its De- 
ſtruction. by Titus. | | 
.: Theſe and many other Matters -being- tranl- 
acted by 4drian, during his Abode in Afia and 
ep ypt, he return'd into Europe ;z: and arriving it 
Greece, he, remain'd a conſiderable.ſpace with hi 
whole Court in the City of Athens, Being ther, 
in the 16rh. Year of his Reign, the Fews again 
rais'd. a: dangerous Rebellion , deſtroying | whit W:;;, 
Romans thy cou'd in Fudza, Galilee, and other 
Parts, with an infinite number of  Chri#tians Wy; 
They were -ficſt incens'd by the Privileges, of the WW; 
Pagan Worſhippers in their new City, and after: W;..; 
wards. confirm'd . by one who, pretended-he came Wh. 
down as, a Light from Heaven to deliver them We.. 
from Slavery ,and Bondage, declaring, He as the 
Star foretold. by Baalam, whence being call'd Bar- W,; 
cocab, he was worſhipp'd and receiv'd as the 44 WF 
fiah 3 which, brought the Fews in all Nations it- WWF, 
ro this Sedition.. Dion tells us, That the whole Wh 
World was.;in a, manner ſhaken by this Commo- I © 

Do tion 
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tion of the Jews. But Adrian ſpeedily. ſent his 
beft Commanders againſt this obſtinate and per- 
fdjious Nation, the - chief of which being Fulias 
Severn, Governor of * Britain. And. tho' te 
-zind the Victory at laſt, he wou'd not, have 
choſen. many Triumphs, at the Purchaſe 'of 16 
much Blood. -. But the extraordinary Strength 
now .in_ the Fes was given them for their De- 
fruction ; and the more dangerois this Rebellion 
had been, the more ſevere was the Emperor's 
Puniſhment, and the greater his'Care in prevent- 
ing the like Miſchiefs for the future. 'The War 
was. concluded. in two: Years time with the De- 
moliſhment of fifty. of their ſtrongeſt Cities, the 
Deſtruction . of 985 of their beſt Towns, the 
Deachi 'of 580900 Men in Battels and Skirmiſhes, 
beſides. infinite Numbers conſum'd by ,Famines 
and': Diſeaſes, and their whole Land laid waſte ; 


6 " 


which almoſt prov;d the Excirpation of the Few: 
me > Doe 1H. 1 eg Hite 23) The laſt great 
Nation. Adrian after; this ſtrange Deſolation, Diſperſion of 


baniſh'd all Fexys out, of 'Fudza, and by 'publick 


Decree prohibited any. of them to come in view A. D. 134: 


of thar Country, "or ſo much. as to look towards 
their Soil or City. Dios tells us,' that this Deſola- 
on was foretold by the falling afttnder of Seho- 
mns.Sepulchre, and by: Wolves and Hyzna's who 
howT'd about Ge Streets,, and devonr'd People in 
the Fields. . "This hitppewd four Years” after. the 
reedifying. of Terufalem, and 63 after the De- 
lrucion of char. City by Titus, and the firſt Di- 
petfion of ..the Fes... This Fewiſh Infurre&ion 
was immediately follow*d by a dangerous Erupti- 
on of the Alani and Maſapetes, barbarous Nations 
of Sexthia Aſiatica, Who enter'd Media with great 
Fury, and came itito Armenia, paſling in their 
Ravages and Devaſtations as. far as  Cappadecia, 
” | - where 


3is 


his greateſt Strength. He ſertled all Afﬀairs wit i 
extraordinary Order and Regularity ; he lt 
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where Flavius Arrianus was Commander for the 
Emperor. But Adrian, who ever choſe Peace he. 
fore an unprofitable War, us'd ſuch Means, and} 
ſent ſuch Preſents to their King, that they all 
curn'd peaceably into. their own Country. | 

Adrian having eſtabliſh'd all Matters with gre 
Wiſdom and. Advantage in the ſeveral Parts of 
the Empire, after he had beſtow'd many Gifs 
and Favours upon the Cities of Greece, he refoly{ 
to conclude his whole Journey, and to return to 
Rome for the reſt of his Days, having ſpent Thir. 
teen Years in ſurveying the Empire, beſides the 
ſeveral Times of his Continuarice in Rome. "Thi 
was his ſixth and laſt Time of his Return to the jd 
City, where his Entrance was exceeding gratefil 
and acceptable to -all People ;.. and tho' he begat 
to be old-and_ unweildy, he was no leſs diligent M'” 
in the Publick Adminiſtration, chan when he hat ii 


bliſh'd the Palatine and Pub'ick Offices, and ords 
duc'd them and the Militia | into ſo good a Forth, 
that they continu'd the ſame for many Ags ple. 
He commanded the Senators and Equites neve IM *S' 
co appear in Publick, but with their Gowns anl 

roper Habits, except when they return'd from be 
cat ag , and he himſelf was always careful 0 MW 
his Habit, while he was in Rome or Traly. He a 2? 
low'd to the Children of Profſcrib'd Perſons thi a 
twelfth. Part of their Parents Goods ; and row 
queſter'd the Eſtates of Idiots ; but if they. ha ' 
Children, he gave all to them. He forbad Ms 
ſters to kill their Slaves, as had been before. pr 
low'd, but order'd them to be try'd by the Laws 1% 
in all Capital Crimes. Theſe and many oth 


Laws and Ordinances he made ; but finding yr” 
| | e 


he i ADRIAN” m_ 


of Ancient: and Indifpos'd, :and'! wickoiut Heirs, 
he took: Care-foria Succeſſor; and therefore fe: 
| termin'd; to adopt fome confiderable Man that: 
'Whou'd be worthy of :ſuch''a Digmiry;) Aﬀeer mas 
zy. Conſiderations and «Conſlitations” about” fo. 
weighty a> Matter; he at laſt made' choice 'of 
Igcius Conmmodzts, tho? contrary to the: Advices of 
his Council, a' Thing not ufual” till' then 3 and 
calling the clief of the. Senate to' his Bed- fide, "he 

told, Carts: That jinee Nature! had deny'd him a "Sor. 
thvy by the Law's bad fupply'd that Defect, and granted 
bin: one. 1 Bartln: and. Hdoption were equal as to the 
: (Public Good 37 only Birth as often the effe&is of ' Fate 
; avid] Chance, upd” Adoption the Effets of Choice and 
Wikdams Nature bad: often giver - Fools to the Da- 
* LE off 4 Natwon ;, but Choice generally Produc 'd Wife-, 
T LE to the: Preſerwdrion of zt's Happineſs.” He 11 &- 
| vic inſiſted upon the Vertnes and Merits of the 
Parſon, and having! Adopted him, and entitl'd' 
| 


JM 


him:Cz/ar, che» chang'd his Name! to e/#lins Verts ;. yore rey 
adering likewiſe the Celebration of 'the Circenſian A tiian. 
Games, -and/a Donative to the Soldiers and Peo-. 

- Wok. On theſant Day he commanded Severianns, 

; M4 great.-and: popular::Man, to'be Shin, together 

| W vith {his +0wn2Nephow! Fuſoxs, for certain Sttfpi- 

| i ciong of [Treaſon /and' Uſurpation; and likewrle. 

{Wis commanded fome others: to be put-ro Deaths 

|. MW pon: Protencesi note wholly juſtifiable; His Tnfir-- 

« ({ "iicies -diſclofing; his: innate Cruelty, which be-' 

,. WO fore this crime had ſhewn ir Tot” -£Q0 openly: in 

{I ome Inſtances.': 

IM in a ſhorr- time the bodily tefltmicics of the 

| { oew- adopted: 'C2ſor appear'd fo! manifeftly, that 

« 41a. began: to repent of his 'chufing ſo feeble © 

2 a Succeſſor ;:and/he often ſaid, Thar he bad ha2 L. Comodus 
bl ainſ a rotren'. Wall ;: bur his Death ſoon after #1e- 

el re- 
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reliev'd -thei;Empergr's\ Fears::;. Upon/: which 
immediately;\Afdppted- dar Antaninus an" ehil 
nent Man; afterwards ſfurnant'd! Pius, at ther ſung 
time obliging/him;to adopt itwro-others; -nainely, 
Atarcus Aurelius. and} Jaicius:Ferusg:rwo: promiſing 
Ygurhs, , whoi afterwards. became Erperors: agAll 
which being. eftabliſh'd,: with the Approbationof 
the Senate! and, Chief; of: Rome; land the: Emye: 
ror's Diſtemper;iincreaſing.,-he icatsd:himſelf''tg 
be. carry'd: to, the City-of. Baie; where his Pains 
became very tormenting.,.\and ſoinetimes threw 
him into Convullions:; :fo.'that»he.:often endea- 
vaur'd- to:deſtroy. himfelf;: drying out; \How: miſt 
rable it is to" ſeek. Death: and\cnot. tor feud. bim.? Ne 
made uſe of Gifts. and Promifes, and. ſometime 
Threatnings..co\-provoke. his: Attendants: to ill 
him; but ſome-alledg'd. Pity;::fome: Piety;" and 
others Fear, till. at lait-by the'/Advice of his Phy- 
lic Ians, he,;abſtain'd from all kind-of Suſtenants| 
which, brought; hin; to an feaſie.:Death, - often. 
ng) the. common Saying, 'A\mwititade of Phyſician 
* kills the King,.,and 1 atithe fame time ſported - with) 
ſome -remarkable, Verſes, enquiring of his 'Soul; 
Whither it 4&(gn'd.ita. go.?.;,Phis was:the Death'oþ 
eElips Adrian, tha Fifteenth: Enxperor of Rome) 
inthe Sixty, SgcondiXear of his Age, after a pros 
ſperous Reign of 21-:Years: and iriMonths; 
Prince of rare.;Vertues and Deſerts,. tho? ſtain'd: 
wich an unhappy: Mixture.:of, many Vices and: 
Imperfections ; , but in-: his-Government : and 1Ad-' 
miniſtration he was admirable, and-.the' Empire 
receiv'd vaſt Advantages: from his: exa&+ Models, 
and his regatar. Eſtabliſhments, which' praduc'd'#' 
Peace and Security more; laſting: than: cou'd have 
been. expected from ſuch -a degenerated Repub-' 
. lick. His 'Death happen'd in the 891ſt Year X 
the 
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KW the City, 16 z after the Settlement of the Empire 
YN by Auguus, 138 after our Saviour's Nativity, and 
"M 6 after the Deſtrution of Feruſalem. 


al, IL. The Death of. Adrian was highly lamented 
Ing in the Empire, but not ſo Ky — the City, —— 
1 by reaſon of his ſeveral ſevere Executions in 
10 W his laſt Sickneſs ; bur as the Wiſdom 'of his Go- 
Pe vernment was admir'd by all, ſo was the Wiſdom 
B ofhischuſing Marcus Antoninus no leſs commended. 
"His Death was no ſooner publiſh'd jn. the City, 
but Antoninus, his new. adopted Succeflor, was im- Antoninus 
i mediately, without any Contradiction, admitted: Pius made 
17s Wy 2nd obey'd for Emperor, according to the ap- 20” 
\ WM pointment of the Senate, before _ the Death of 
ll Adrian. Marcus Antoninus was a Foreigner, and 
". MW born in the City of Nijſmes in Gaul; his Grand- 
he Father being Aurelius Fulvius, and his Father of 
the ſame Name, both Noblemen of an ancient 


ws Family, who had been Conſuls, and held other 
i, W Offices and Dignities, - Ar his Arrival at the 


i) Wy Empire he was above:5o Years of Ape, and had 
w) paſsd through ſeveral honourable Offices, as the 
2 Quzſtor-ſhip, the Prztor-ſhip, and Conſul-ſhip, all 
3. Wl Vhich,. wich ſome other Offices and Magiſtracies, 
' WW be worthily diſcharg'd.. 'He afterwards ſhew'd 
himſelf to be.one.. of the moſt excellent Princes 

i in the World for Vertue and Bounty ; and go- 
Wvcrnd: the Empire with the greateſt Authority, 
4.; Juſtice, Moderation, and Clemency. He had a 
graceful Aſpe&, and happy Conſtitution of Body, 
was very Mild and Temperate, a great Lover of 
Hunting and Husbandry, well Learn'd, and fin- 
Wzuarly Eloquent; and was fo intirely free from 
1; (41! kinds of Vices, that in that he much exceeded 
. 7r4/an, and the beſt of - his Predeceſſors. For 
'E which 
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my Materials. - 
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which Reaſon, the wiſe Men in his Time con. 
par'd him to Numa Pompilias, the ſecond King (f 
Rome ; and upon ſeveral Accounts he - had the 
Surname of Pzus given him. by the Senate ;. ind 
at the ſame time he was: ſtiPd : Father of Vertu, 
Authors have been too ſuccin& in this Reipn, 
and fince it was in great meaſure free from Fq. 


"re'gn and ' Domeſtick Diſturbances, they hai: 


principally treated of the Perſonal Qualification 
of the Emperor : For which reaſon, in this and 
ſeveral other 'Reigns, T am'oblig'd ſometimes ty 
deſcend a little from the Quality of an Mifeurim, 
and comply with the Sterility and Courſeneſs 

 Antonings, according to his 'Merciful Temye;, 
made it his firſt Care to free thoſe Perſons whon 


Adrian had condemn'd in his laſt Sickneſs, and 


not Executed ; 'then taking his Remains to: Rom, 
with great Pomp and Solemnity he bury'd then 
in the Gardens of Domitia ; and notwithſtanding 
he was oppos'd by moſt Men, he deify'd ' Adria 
according to*the Roman Cuſtom: | The Senat: 
ſhortly after not only gave him the Title of Piu, 
but likewiſe gave the Name of © Auguſta, t 
his Wife Fauſftina, and decreed Statues in Hs- 
nour of ſeveral of his Anceſtors and dead Rtlat- 
ons, and alfo the Celebration of "the Circerſin 
Games on his Birth-Day. In the Beginning 
his Reign-he ſoon diſplay'd his 'Goodneſs and 
Bounty ; and' made it his Buſineſs to ſeek fr 
Men able to govern the Common-wealth, always 
conferring great Honours upon'good and defer 
ving Men. He impartially confider'd the Wit 
dom of his Predecefſor, and therefore he made 
very few Removals in thoſe Offices and Chargs 


«that had been eſtabliſh'd by -him; and ever ac 


counted 


— 
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'counted it moſt advantageous to the Publick, for 
:good and upright Governors to continue long in 


their Charges and Provinces. He moderated many 


-Impoſts and Tributes, and commanded that all 


ſhou'd -be Collected without any Severity or Op- 


'preflion. He was never ſatisfy'd wich the Gain 


that proceeded from an oppreſs'd Province ; and 
was very ready to hear the Complaints that were 
ſometimes made againſt his Colleqors and other 
Miniſters. 'He-immediately ſhew'd his Libera- 


lity and Bounty to an extraordinary Degree, and 


foon gave away moſt of his former Eſtate and 
Goods in Favours and Adts of Charity ; fo that 
when his Empreſs Fanſtina repin'd at his Gene- 
rofity, he reprehended her as Ignorant, and told 


-her, That” as ſoon as he was poſſeſs d of the Empire, 
' be quitted all private Intereffs, and had nothing of bis 


own, but all belong'd to the Publick. In Matters of 


Equity and juft Government, he was no leſs vi- 


gilant and Induſtrious than his Predeceſſor Adri- 
#39, But he was contrary to his Opinion as to 
Travels, and refolv'd never to depart from Rome 
during his Reign, only for Hunting and ordinary 
Recreations ; ſaying, That the Court and Company 
which travell'd with the Emperor were prejudicial 
and burdenſome” to the Provinces and Cities through 
which they paſsd : And that in viſiting ſome Places 
be was too diftant from others; and therefore the moſt 
proper place for the Emperor to remain at was Rome, 
the great Metropolis of the Empire, ſeated in the Heart 
of it, and moſt convenient to receive Embaſſies and 


| Meſſages from all Parts of the World. So by ſtrictly 


bbſerving this Rule he had the good Fortune to 
ſuppreſs all the Wars and Inſurre&tions in his 
Reign by his Governors and Commanders. 


Y -2 - Thoſe 
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' 3z'd Part of that Nation, but they were ſoon 
quell'd by the Care and Induſtry of the Emperor's 


tannices. Thoſe in Dacia and Germany happend 


. So that Aur. Victor tells us, That all Kings, Nati: 


nimouſly;choſe him for their Judg 


ly offering him their Alliance and Obggience 
And from other. Countries, .which were exce&- 
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Thoſe few Troubles and InfurreQions that we 
read. of in this Reign were in Britain, in Dacia, 
and in Germany ; and all were made towards the 
Beginning of this Emperor's Reign. - The fuſt 
was in Britain by the more barbarous and unciyi- 


Lieutenant Lollius Urbicus, who after that- im- 
prov'd Adrian's Wall with larger Fortifications, .gr 
rather added: another Wall: to the former ; for 
which Services he obtain'd the Surname of Bri 


ſhortly after, but. were ſucceſsfully ſuppreſs'd by 
the Commanders in thoſe Parts ; in which Wars 
the Emperor's Skill. and Management gain'd him 
ſuch. Reputation in all Parts, ' that for many 
Years after he rul'd the World by. his own Authe- 
rity, without any conſiderable War or Bloodſhed: 


ons, and People ſtood in Awe of him, and-t 
the ſame time ſo lov'd and eſteem'd him, That 
they accounted him, rather their Father and Pa- 
tron, than their Lord and Emperor,yand all uns 
e. and Arbitry WW 
tor of. all Controverſies, looking npon him as tho ii 
he had come down from Heaven. |. He. was bo Ml 
much eſteem'd among Foreigners, "That the'In- 
habitants. ob Hyrcania, a Province of Aſia, neat 
the Caſpian Sea, .and. the Badrians,. a:very remote 
and diltant People more Eaſtward, together witi 
the 1d;ans, all ſent their Ambaſſadors; voluntarr 


dingly remote, there came ſeveral Kings to pay 
him Homage ; and particularly. Stangorus from 
the Indies, King Pharaſmanes, and others. Any 

| otner 
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other Countries he ſettled Kings at his Pleaſure, 
the Inhabitants conſenting, tho* they were no 
ways ſubje& 'to the Empire ; and the King of 
Parthia reſolving to raiſe-a War againſt Armenia, 
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and having with a mighty Force enter'd that 


| Country, one Letter from this Emperor caus'd 
| him to retire and diſcharge his Army. 


Antoninnus reigning in all Proſperity , in the 
third Year of his Government his Empreſs Fau- 
finady'd;” not long before which he had marry'd 
his Daughter of the ſame Name to one of his de- 
ſign'd Succeſſors Marcus Aurelizs, a Perſon of rare 
Accompliſhments, to whom the Emperor at the 
ſame time gave the Title of Czar, and rais'd 
him to the Honour of the Conſul-ſhip, and to 
ſeveral other' Dignities. About the ſame time the 


Chrifians began to be much oppreſs'd, and ſevere- 7% Chrittians 


ly treated” in many.Parts of the Empire, by ver- 
tle of the particular Edidts of former Emperors, 
andthe general ſtanding Laws. of the Roman Em- 
pire, which Took'd upon them as a wicked and a- 
bominable Genefation. To wipe ' away theſe 
Afperſions,” and to, mitigate the Severities againſt 
them, that eminent Champion of the Chriſt;ans, 
Tufin Martyr , publiſh'd his firſt Apology, pre- 


{enting it to the Emperor, to his adopted Sons, 
to the Senate, and by them to the. whole People 


of: Rome, wherein, with great ſtrength of Rea- 
lon, he Defends the Chriſtians from the common O»- 
jefions of their Enemies, proves the Divine Authority of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and ſhows how unjuſt and unrea- 


mable it was to proceed againſt them without due 


Convition and Form of Law, acquaints them wito 


the Innocent ' Rites and Uſages of the Chriſtian 4/- 


Jemblies ; and laſtly, puts the Emperor in Mind of, ths 


Methods of bis Predeceſſor Adrian ' in this Matter 3 
_ LE 4 hy 


perſecuted. 


A. D. 140. 


The Roman Hiſtory. - Book I, 


who had commanded that Chriſtians ſhow'd not be 
needleſly and unjuſtly troubled, but their Cauſes ſhou'd be 
travers'd and determin'd in open Tudicatures; att. 
nexing to his Apology a Copy of the Reſcript. 
which Adrian had ſent to Mincins Fundanus to 
that Purpoſe. The Emperor being, of, a mild and 
merciful Diſpoſition was fo far mov'd by this A. 
pology, and by the Informations he had receiv'd 
from the other Parts of the Empire, as to- pub- 
liſh a Letter in the behalf of the diſtreſſed Chrj- 
ſtians, 1n which he, among other Things ; re: 
markably intimates, The great Conqueſts the Chii-, 
ſtians gain'd over their Oppoſers by their laying down 
_ their » Lives for the. Truth of their Cauſe 5 and Ccon- 
cludes his Letter in theſe words : If after all, my 
ſhall ftiIl proceed to create them Trouble meerly becauſe they 
_ are Chriſtians, let him ho zs Indifted be diſcharg's, 
tho" be appears to be a Chriſtian, and let the Informa 
vimſetf undergo the Puniſhment. By which laudable 
Indulgence of the Emperor's , the Chriſtians g& 


| 
( 
| 
nerally remain'd in great Peace. and Security iſ: 
throughout the reſt of this Reign. | 

Antoninus now became more, univerſally be WW. 
lov'd by his Subjeas, and as his Goodneſs and, WW 
Equity became daily more conſpicuous, ſo his W. 
Perſon became more dear to the Senate, whici WI, 
continually added new Honours and Titles, to. WM 
him, particularly ftiling him, Father of his Countr), 
a Title which he much refus'd ; but at length ac 
cepted of it with great Courteſy and Humility. W; 
They likewiſe offer'd to give the Names of Ant, | 
ninus and Fauſtina to the Months September and W: 
Oftcber, in Honour of Him and his Emprels, . but. W, 
he utterly refus'd that Offer. , \He always ent, MW, 
tain'd the Senators and Noble-men with, all im?- Ws 
ginable Honour and. Courteſte; 'and. never *Y l | 
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any Matter of Importance without their Advice 


and Approbation-z and he often wiſh'd, to be ſuch 


an Emperor to rhe Senate, as he, if he was a depriv'd 
Perſon, wou'd deſire of another Prince. He general- 
ly fought to moderate the State and Majeſty of 
an Emperor, and ſhew'd himfelt very affable, 
eafie, and pleaſant to- all Men. And he took a 
ſpecial Care that none of his Courtiers ſhou'd 
make any Profit of his Favours to: another, nor 
take Bribes or | Gratuities of ſuck as were ſuiters 
to himg for which Reaſon he generally gave 
Audience and Anſwer to all Men himſelf in Per- 
ſon; and in this * Matter he knew the Quality 
and Difference between Men to a great Perfecti- 
on, uſing ſomerimes the Advice of others when 
be found it neceflary.' - For the ſolving all Diffi- 
eulties, beſides the advantage of his/ ordinary 
Counſel, and of his' own Skill and Knowledge 
in the Laws, he had always ſome eminent Law- 
yers near him, Particularly Marcellus, Fabolenus, 
and others. * By which, and other wiſe Methods, 
the Provinces and Cities in his Reign flouriſh'd 
and became richer than formerly 5 many of 
which Cities he reliev'd with his own Revenues 
towards their Encreaſe and Buildings , whether 
they were for Neceflity and Convenience, or- for 
Beauty and Ornament. And when any Misfor- 
tune or Calamity befell a City, he carefully re- 
pair d and re-edify'd it with Money out of the 
Exchequer ; particularly when a great Fire hap- 
pend in Rowe , another in Narbone in Gaul, a 
mird in Antioch in 4/ia, and a fourth in Carthage, 
which conſum'd a great part of theſe Cities. In 
the- time of a great Famine in Rome, he bounti- 
fully provided for the Peoples Wants, and main- 
rind vaſt numbers with Bread and Wine, maſt 
E--& of 
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of the time of its continuance, cauſing Provig. 
ons to be brought from all Parts, and paying for 
all at his own proper Charges. When the River 
Tiber had, by an Inundation greatly impair{ 
many private. and publick Buildings in Rowe, he 
was at a vaſt Expence in afliſting the Citizens to 
reſtore the City to its former Luſtre. Moreover, 
this was the Emperor who carry'd' on thoſe ſtu- 
pendious Works which appear to this Day, for 
improving the Havens of Tarracina and Ci 
eta. | 
: Among the other Vertues. of this Emperor, 
which made his Reign happy and delightful, his 
Mercy and Clemency ſeem'd moſt ſignal ; by 
which he mitigated the Rigour of ſeveral Laws 
puniſhing Offenders with Pity and Commilerati 
on, and often pardoning them , when he per- 
ceiv'd any profpe& of their Repentance and 4- 
mendment. His mild and peaceful Temper was 
ſo remarkable, that to ſuch who frequently di 
cours'd with him of the Valour of Fulius Ceſar, 
and other Hero's, his common Anſwer was with 
that of Scipio, That be more defir'd the Preſervatin 
of the ” of one Friend or Subject, than the Death 
of a Thouſand Enemies. In his Acts of Clemenc 
he had a great Reſpe&t to the general and intire 
Love of all his Subje&s; inſomuch that when ti 
Senate earneſtly perſwaded him to puniſh ſome 
with Death who had conſpird againſt him, he 
made Anſwer, That it was not neceſſary too ftrifl 
| Fo ſearch, out all Accomplices ; for if they were found 
fo be numerous, he well underſtood how much Ham 
he ſhou'd contratt by ſuch an Aion. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding his great Mildneſs. and Lenity, he ws 
always ftrit and ſevere towards idle, lazy, and 


unactive Perſons, and turn'd all ſuch out of to 
ces 
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Places who were uſeleſs and unſerviceable to 
he Publick, ſaying, Nothing was more unjuſt and 
ſcandalous than 'to ſuffer the Commonwealth to be 
druour'd by ſuch People, who will contribute nothing 
by their Labours towards the inriching of it. He 
was always very induſtrious himſelf, executing 
all Affairs with incredible Diligence , and thar 
without any appearance of Vain-glory or Oſten- 
tation. He was an eminent Rewarder of In- 
duſtry, and more particularly of Learned Men, 
whom he much honour'd and efteem'd , giving 
them noble Preſents and Penſions, and drawing 
them from all Parts of the World; among the 
reſt he ſent for Apollonius, the famous Stoick Phi- 
loſopher from Chalczx, to be Maſter to his A- 
dopted Son Marcus Aurelius. This Philoſopher 
being come to Rowe, the Emperor ſent him word, 
That has Scholar ſhou'd be deliver d to him as ſoon as 
he came 5 but the other rudely anſwer'd, *T»as 
the Scholar's Duty to go to his Maſter, and not the 
Maſter to the Scholar. Which arrogant anſwer 
cou'd not move the Emperor, who ſmilingly re- 
ply'd, That he wondred that Apollonius ſhoud think 
it a ſhorter Tourney from Chalcis to Rome, than 
from his Lodgings to the Palace, and immediately 
ſent Marcus Aurelius to him. Beſides this Philo- 
ſopher, and ſome Lawyers before-mention'd, there 
flouriſh'd ſeveral Learned Men in his Reign, par- 
ticularly Appian of Alexandria, an excellent Wri- 
ter.of the Roman Hiſtory, who likewiſe flouriſh'd 
Ih the two laſt Reigns ; Galen of Pergamus, the 
celebrated Phyſician 3 Maximus Tyrius, a Platonick 
Philoſopher ; eAiarv, Writer of the natural and 
various Hiſtoriesz Fuftin the Epitomizer of Trogus 
Pompeius 3 and | Diogenes Laertius, who writ the 


Lives of the Philoſophers. 
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Antoninus in the midft of his Weighty Aﬀain' 


and Matters of Importance, forgotnot Recreati: MW” 


ons and Paſtimes, celebrating many Solemn Game; 
and Feſtivals, according to the Cuſtom of Rome; 

and he ſeem'd never to havenegletted any Thing. 
that might contribute to the real Happineſs, «@«: 
reaſonable Diverſions of his Subjeas. And here 
it wou'd not be unſcaſonable for the Reader to 
reſt a while upon the Conſiderations of the ex- 
alted Power and Grandeur of the Roman Empire, 
with the mighty Liberty and Felicity of the Re- 
an People, under the good and wiſe Reigns of 
Trajan, Adrian, and the two Antonine's ; to refle& 
upon the amazing Splendor and Magnificence of 
the Emperor's Court, crowded with the greatelt 
and worthieſt Men in the World, together with 
the incredible Pomp and Luſtre of the vaſt City 
of Rome , beautify'd with the moſt ſtarely Fa- 
bricks and Nobleſt Ornaments that the World e- 
ver ſaw; and to think upon the mighty Wealth 


and Afiluence of the ſeveral Provinces .and Cities 


of the Empire, their profound Peace and Securi- 
ty in general, and the whole World, as it were, 
juſtly and happily govern'd by the ſame Lord 
and the ſame Laws. But ſuch a-general Proſpe- | 


"rity as this was never very ſtable and durable 


in the Rowan Empire, both by reaſon of ſoma- 
ny ill Emperors, whoſe Heads became dizzy with 
the vaſtneſs of their Dominions and Authority, 
beſides ſome Corruptions and: Natural Infirmities 
in the particular Form of this Monarchy ; and 
likewiſe by reaſon of the Romans exceeding. Luxu- 
ry and Degeneracy from the-ftrict Morals and 
Vertues of their Anceſtors, However Amntoninus 
us'd the utmoſt of his Abilicies;' to give a ſolid 
and laſting Happinefs to the. Empire, —_* 

1K0* 
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'Wikewiſe the: laudable Endeavours and Practices of 
"Wis: three immediate: Predeceſſors. and Succelilor : 
Wb. in che midit:of all his Cares and Concerns, 
"Whe was ſeiz'd with a violent Fever at Lorium , . 
Where finding himſelf ſenſibly decaying, he: or-. 


"3 Wierd his Friends, the Captains of his Guards, and 
ar his principal Officers to repair to him, and before 
to Miten all he confirm'd his Adoption of Marcus 


{uredius, not naming Lucizs: Verus 5 and when the 
». {W7ribune came for Orders, the Word which he 
? zave him was Equanimity, intimating , That he, 
of Mbzd nothing more to defire, ſince he had left fo 
worthy a Succeſſor, and immediately comman- 


, d&d the golden Image of Fortune, which the Em- 

& Mpoccors always had in their Chambers, to be re- 

+ {mov'd from his Appartment to that of Marcus The Death of 
y Aurdlis, dying ſhortly after. Thus departed An- Antoninus 
# Wiminus P12, the Sixteenth Emperor of Rowe, in the Pius. 

. 75th Year of his Age, afcer a proſperous Reign 

+ Wo 22 Years, and almoſt eight Months ; a Prince - 

« WW admirable Vertues and unſtain'd Reputation, 

_ Who had juſtly gain'd that mbſt honourable Ti- 

. Wk of Pius; and in all his Ads he: is ſaid never 

i W's have done any thing raſhly in his Youth, nor neg- 

_ MW gently inbis Age; an Honour as laſting as the Me- 

. WJ orials of Fame. His Death hapned in the 914 


Year of the City, 185 Years after the Settlement 
of the Empire by Auguſtus, 161 after our Saviour's 
SAY, and 89 after the Deſtruction of FJeru- 
dem. | 


UI. The Death of Antoninus Pius, was general- A. D. 161. 
ly lamented throughout the Empire,. but more e- 
pecially - in the City, where with extraordinary 
Fomp _ and :Solemnity', Divine | Honours were 
aven him , Funeral Orations pronounc'd by 
| | 115 
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his adopted Sons Marcus Aurelins,” and Lutins Ve. 

rw , and a new College of Priefts' inſtitated; 

call'd Aurelians from the Name of 'his Family."': At 

Antoninus the ſame Time Marcus Aurelizs,' the eldeſt ind 
Philoſophus worthieſt of the two, was without Contradidion' 
-—_ == 3 admitted as Succeſſor and Emperor by the Senate; 
bins Anton;.. Who upon his Beginning to act, without any Seru- 
nus Verus. ple took his adopted Brother Lucins Vern as his 
Aſſociate and Equal in the Empire ; both He: 

and his Collegue taking upon them the Name 

of Antoninus ; tho* to avoid Confuſion, we ſhall 

call the firſt Antoninus, andthe other Verus. ' This 

was the firſt Time that Rome ever faw-its {elf 

govern'd by two Soveraigns at once; a fſurpri- 

Zing ſight to a'City that formerly had almoſtall 

the Blood of her Citizens ſhed in chuſing'a Mz 

ſter. Antoninus was the Son of elius Verus, and: 

of an ancient and illuſtrious Family, who by the 

Fathers Side claim'd its Original from Numa the 

ſecond King of Rome; and Verus was the Son 

of Lucius Commodus,whom the Emperor Adrian had 

adopted, but Death prevented his Succeeding in 

the Empire : The former was about 40 Years of 

Age,and the latter about 3 3,when they firſt arriv'd 

at the Empire. Antoninus was a Prince of emi 

nent Vertues and Accompliſhments, a good and 

pious Man, and a renowned Sroick Philoſopher, 

for which he is diſtinguiſh'd from his Predeceſſor, 

by the Name of Philoſophus : His Excellencies were 

ſo tranſcendent, that Eutropius tells us, He 'was 

' more to be admir'd than commended ; and 

it may be ſaid, That Providence proportion'd the, 

Wiſdom of this Emperor to the Calamities des, 

ſign'dfor thisReign. But on the other ſide, Vow 
had none of his good | Qualifications, but was pal- 
fionate and cruel, diſſolute and debauch'd in 15: 
Morals ; 
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Morals ;-. and -the- greateſt of his Vertues was , 
that he was free: from thoſe horrible.Vices which 
make a lawful Prince degenerate” in@- a true Ty- 
rant. | But this Diſparity of Humours: did not fo 
much appear inthe Beginning of this Reign, by 
rcaſon of the Influence and Gravity of Antoninus, 
who enjoy'd almoſt all: the Power and Autho- 

ity, and the other only. the Eaſe and Luxury of 

the Government. 

\ Theſe:two Emperors began their Reign with 

great; Happineſs and [Proſperity 4 and towards the 
latter, End of the [firſt-Year, Antoninus-had a Son 
born, whom he-call'd-Commodus. The Birth of this 

Prince;; whoſe Iifeſeers to have been 'a Diſho- 
nour:t0! Natureg! was:ſignaliz'd by many deplorae 
ble, Diſaſters ;.'particularly the River Tiber, by an 
Inandation overwhelm'd a conſiderable Part of 
Rime,' bore ' along with tia, Multitude-/of: People 
and Cattle, ruig'd all: the, Country |;:and';caus'd 
an.extream Famine: This Inundation ''was fe- 
conded by Earthquakes, 'Burning of-- Gities, and a 
general Infection of: the Air, - which: iinwmaediately 
produc'd | an infinite Number of [Inſects ,. who 
walted all chat 'the} Floods had. ſpared ; allwhich 

Calamiries the two! Emperors remedy:d in a great 

Meaſure, by - their - diligent Diſtribution . of ſuch 
Succours! as 'were ;needfal. ' At the ſame Time 
| the whole World reſounded with Wars, which al- 
moſt at once broke out in many Parts. The Par- 
bians, under the Condudt of their King Vologeſus, 
{urpriz'd the Roman Legions in Armenia, and cut 
them in Pieces ; then entring Syria, they drove out 
Aitilius Cornelianus, the Governour of that | Cour.- 
Us 
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try. The Carti at the ſametime invaded Gery 
and Rhztia, deſtroying all with Fire and Swarg: 
. and likewiſe the Britains begun to make Revols 
Calpurnius Agricola was ſent againſt the Brita 
who joynihg freſh Supplies with the ordinary: 
\ gions in* the Iſland, ſupprefs'd the' Inhabitangy: 
* Aufidius Viftorinus ſoon repell'd the Carti, but'th 
Parthian. War being of greateſt Danger and In. 
portance, one of the Emperors was judg'd mol 
proper for this Enterprize, and Perus himſelf un: 
dertook the Expedition, and ſet forwardin afey 
Days. © Antoninus with ' a great Court of Friend 
and Officers, accompany'd this'Prince as far s 
Coſma, leaving many wiſe and great Men to 
tend him in this Expedition, with Deſign either 
of ſecuring himſelf of his Conduct, or of laying 
a Reſtraintupon his Vices, and by ſome Remain 
of Modeſty, repell or correct thoſe: bad Inclinat- 
ons which he ſaw in him. But this Precaution 
was uſeleſs to. Yerus, who weary of all Reftrains, 
ſhew'd ſmall Reſpe&t to thoſe worthy Perſons 4+ 
roninus had left him ; but upon his Departure, 
{oon forgotthe Urgency of his Journey,and theDe 
feat of -the Roman Legions, and conſider'd no lot 
ger the 'great Danger of the Revolt of Syria, bit 
plung'd' himſelf into the moſt infamous Lewdne 
ſes and Debaucheries, and'to ſuch Exceſs, that 
fell dangerouſly ill at Canuſum. Upon News 0 
which,” 4atoninas haſtned back to ſee him, firl 
making Vows in a- full Senate z but he ſoon 
underſtood that Ferus 'was embark'd for his Ex 
pedition. 

During. the Abſence of Verus, Antoninus apply 
himſelf to the Regulation of the publick Affair, 
and to the: correcting ſuch Faults as he found nn 
the Laws and Policy ; in all which he ſhew'd 3 

| fingulat 
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ſingular Reſpe&t'to the Senate. He not only re- 
mitted many. Cauſes to the Senate, which might 
have been determined in his own Council, but he 
permitted them to judge Soveraignly , and with- 
'out Appeal. He was ſo careful of the Senatorian 
Dignity, that. he ' receiv'd none in their Body , 
but after ſtri&t Enquiry , and with the Conſent 
of the reſt; and, was never abſent from their A\- 
ſkembly, when his Buſineſs wou'd permit him to 
end be there, tho' he had no Report to make. He 
r 4 was fully ſatisfied that the Strength and Glory of 
) a-WF a State depended upon a wiſe and honeſt Coun- - 
her cil ; therefore he never undertook any Matter of 
yi Importance either in War or Peace, | without 
a Conſulting the ableſt Perſon in Court, City and 
nat-W Senate, beſides his ordinary Council ; and being 
tron WF free from that falſe Ambition of drawing others 
ms, Wy over to his Opinion, he gladly fubmirted co theirs, 
4 and frequently declar'd, That it was much more 
ure , BN reaſonable for him to follow the Advice ani Counſet of 
DW 6 many wiſe Menard Friends, than for ſo many wiſe 
lo WY Men to follow bzs. And that he might remove that 
but WF fatal and common Prejudice of eſteeming it' a 
Ini mean and Servile thing for a Man to recede from 
the his Opinion, he allow'd this important Truth for 
5 off one of his Maxims, That Man is no leſs free who 
fir il ſubmits ro the Opinion of others, than he who continues 
oon  Obfinate in his own ; ſuch a Change being often the 
Ex- Perfection of Wiſdom 'and TFudgment. As he was 
| ſW fady to harken to the Counſels of others, fo he 
ly was no lefs careful and exact in their Execution, 
airs, WW and he often faid , That an Emperor ſhou'd ne- 
Wil KT; careleſly or in haſte, and that the ſmalleſt 
| Overſight 
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Overſight might create a Cenſure in greater Mats, 
So that he examin'd the meaneſt Afﬀairs with 4 
much Care and Exactneſs, 'as the moſt important: 
being perſwaded of this Truth, That Juſtice bei 
throughout Entire, there nothing that regards it by 
what is Great : So that he often employ'd ten Dar; 
and more about the ſame Buſineſs, frequently {. 
in Council till Night, and never departed from 
the Senate till the, Conſul, according: to Cuſton, 
diſmiſs'd theAſſembly by pronouncing theſeWord 
We detain you nolonger. , _ | | 
This good Emperor was no leſs ftri& and care. 
ful in his Choice of Governours and Magiſtras 
and was per{ſwaded , That one of the preatef 
Errors a Prince cou'd commit, .was to put: the 
Magiſtracy into the Handsof unfit Perſons;. and 
raking all imaginable Care., left -he ſhould. fal 
into this Misfortune, he with great Eaſineſs and 
Freedom, refus'd whatever was unjuſtly requeſted 
of him. When he found Perſons ſerviceable to 
the Publick , he always gave them-an Encourage 
ment anſwerable to their Merits, and plac'd them 
in Stations moſt ſuitable to their Genius and Cx 
pacities ; and he was wont to ſay, That tho' it wu 
not in a Frince's Power to make and form his Suk 
jets as he deſir'd, yet it was in has Power to make 
good uſe of their Service, by employing them in ſuch 4j- 
fairs as they underſtood. He choſe the greateſt Part 
of the Governoursof Provinces and great Cities 
out of the Senators ; and he was perſwaded, A 
well as Auguſtus, That what-ever a Prince does toit 
creaſe the Honour and Dignity bY his Magiſtrates, Wi 
heightens his own Power, and eStabliſhes his own 4 Min 
thority, which neither ought nor can be founded upin an Wis 
Thing but Fuitice. What he did to the Senate, did WWthe 
not at all withhold him from extending his Boun- WPl: 
t 
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y to the other Orders of Magiſtrates, and indeed - 
to. all private Perſons ; fo thar no Perſon of any 
Condition whatſoever, appear'd to him unwor- 
tiy of his Care and Regard. In all Matters he 
was. religious obſerver of his Word ; and thathe 
might never harken to the Reaſons of choſe falſe 
Politicians who maintain , That a wiſe and able 
Prince, us 120t oblig d to keep his Word when it inter- 
eu with his Intereſt, he eſtabliſh'd this memorable 
Inſtruction to Princes : Beware left you eſteem that 
Thing as uſeful and beneficial , which wiil one Day 
anſftrain you to break your Word, His juſt and re- 
pular Adminiſtration, and his many worthy Ai- 
ons, fo much gain'd him the Hearts of the Se- 
nate and People, that they offer'd him many pe- 
wliar Honours 3 but he wou'd never accept of 
thoſe lofry Titles, which had been given to ſome 
other Emperors, nor wou'd he permit Temples 
and Alcars to be erected to him, knowing, Thar 
it 5 Vertue alone that makes Princes equal to 
Gods, and not the Voices and Applauſes of the 
People; and that King who rules with Juſtice , 
hasall the World for his Temple, and all good Men 
for. his Prieſts and Miniſters. 

While Antoninus was moſt worthily employ'd in Ant. Verus's 
the publick Adminiſtration, Verus was purſuing Expedition in 
his Expedition in the Eaſ?, bur neither wich Dili- *** Eft 
pence or. Regard. to. the Intereſt of the Empire. 
His Sickneſs at Canuſium did not correct; his looſe 
Inclinations,. but, continuing his Debauches upon 
his March, he totally forgot it at Daphne, one of 
the Suburbs . of; Antioch, the Entrance, of which 
Place was, as; it-.,W&re, Prohibited to all honeft 

7 | Perſons, 
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Perſons, ſince th2 Sweetnels of its Air, and the 
Beauties of irs Groves, Flowers and Fountain 
J 
had occaſion'd the very Throne of Impurity ty 
be ſeated ther?. Yerus added to the Debauchery 
of this Place, by ſuch Excefles as were unknown 
to the Inhabitants, though the moſt profilipate 
People upon Earth. In the mean time his Liey- 
cenants Succeſsfully carry'd on the War againſtthe 
Parthians: Statius Priſcus took Artaxata ; Caſſu, 
and Martins Verus put Vologeſus to Flight , took 
Seleucia, burnt and piunderd the famous Cities 
Babylon and Cteſiphon, and demoliſh'd the Magni- 
hcent Palace of the Parthians. Theſe Wars con- 
tinu'd for four Years Space, with great Variety 
of Succeſſes, much Bloodſhed, and many terribk 
Contiicts , till the Valour of the Roman Con- 
manders fo far prevail'd, as to become intirely 
Victorious : But theſe who had pgain'd ſuch no- 
_Þle Victories, and defeared Armies of 40000! 
Men, in their Return were forc'd to encounter 
Sicknefs and Famine, which deſtroy'd more than 
half their Numbers. However this was no In- 
pediment to the Glory of Yerzs, who being ex 
alted with his Victories, took upon him the loft 
Titles of Parthicns and Armenicus , as if he hal 
juſtly acquir'd them in the midſt of his Pleaſure, 
During this War, Aztoninus became ſenſible d 
his Collegues Enormities , but feigning him 
ignorant,” judgd Marriage to be the moſt prob 
ble Means © 
Ex 1Ma2i.ze Delay , he fent his own Daughter 'Lucil/a 1nt0 
Wit.) Lucilla, Sfria, a Princeſs of great Beaury and little Mo 
i: Collegs:'s deſty, and bore her Company as far as Brundi- 
Paget. um. Verns believing Antoninus was coming witl 
his Daughter, and fearing his Diſorders ſhouldbx 
known to him, went to receive him at E29 
from 


retrieving him : therefore without 
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fom- whence he return'd ſhortly after the Cele- 
bration of his Marriage at Antioch with his new 
Empreſs, whoſe Life and Converſation prov'd a- 
greeable to her Husband's, and to the Examples 
her Mother Fauſtina had Given her. 


, Verus having ſeta King over the Armenians, en- 


ticely ſubdued the Parthians, and ſetled the Af- 
fairs of Aſia, return'd to Rome to partake of the 
Honour of a Triumph with Antoninus, which was 
ſolemniz'd with great Pomp and Splendor. His 
Return was thought fatal tro the Empire, for he 
carry'd the Plague into all the Provinces through 
which he paſs'd, and caus'd the infection to ſpread 
through 1caly, and almoſt all the Empire. We 
are told that this dreadful Peſtilence began at the 
taking of Babylon, where the Soldiers pillaging che 
Temple of Apollo in a Place under Ground found 
a little Golden Coffer, which upon their opening 
of it, caſt forth a horrible infetious Air which 
ſpread it ſelf, and carry'd Mortality through moſt 
Parts of the World. But it more probably 
proceeded from the Diſeaſes which afflicted 
Caſius's Army, in his Return from the Defear of 
the Partbians, This Plague was follow'd by ma- 
ny other Miſeries, as Earthquakes, Famine, In- 
undations, and Caterpillars, in 1:aly and other Pro- 
vinces ; all: which had ſuch deplorable Effects , 
that the beſt Authors aſſure us, chat if che extra- 
ordinary Vigilance and Wiſdom of Antoninus had 
not prevented it, 'the Roman Empire had been torn 
alunder,; and barbarous Nations had ſubdu'd the 


339 


greateſt Part of it. For the Germans, Sarmatians, _.. 


Cuadi, Marcomani, and others, taking Advantage 
Z 2 _ from 
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from theſe various Calamities, furiouſly invade 
the Empire, and made Irruprtions even into [ah, 
The Germans were foon repuls'd by Antoninus, and 
his two Lieutenants Pertinax and Pompeianus ; but 
in the following Year, when the Plague ragd 
{till more, the united Powers of many. barbarous 
Nations, became an exceeding Terror to the Ci- 
ty. In order to pur a ſtop to ſo many Miſeries 


that threatned the Empire, Antoninus us'd all Kinds. 


of Methods Humane and Divine, eſpecially the 
latter, which he purſu'd with infinite Zeal and 
Superſtition, this by the moſt Judicious 1s believd 
to 'be the Cauſe of the ſevere Perſecution of the 
Chriſtians, which rag d about this time, and wa 
the fourth general Perſecution of the Catholick 
Church. This began about the ſecond Year of 
this Reign, when Jufip Martyr preſented his ſe- 
{ſecond Apology, thortly after which , this great 
Man ſuffer'd Martyrdom in Rome ; but fince it be- 
came not hor nor general ciil this time, the fourth 
Perſecution is juſtly plac'd here by many, which 
was' in the ſeventh Year of this Reign, about 60 
Years after the Beginning of the third Perſecution 
by Trajan, and 49 after the Beginning of that by 
Adrian, which by ſome is reckon'd the fourth Per- 
ſecution. The Edias againſt the Chriſtians, are by 
ſome Admirers of Anteninns, charg'd wholly up- 
on Verys ;, tho* others who ſhew'd a venerable E- 
ſteem for the extraordinary Vertnes and Exct 
lencies of Antoninus, have attributed it in a great 
meaſure to his Yuperfſtitious Zeal ro Paganiſm. This 
Perſecution was very ſevere, and rag'd in matt 
Parts of the Empire, deſtroying beſides Fuſtin Mar- 
rye, St. Polycarp, Biſhop of Smyrna, and an infinite 
Number of others, and was not relax'd till about 
ſeven Years after this great Irruption. 

| | Antonin 


Chap. IT. Antoninus Philofophus 
and | XVI 
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Antoninus having us'd all Kinds of Sacrifices , 
Proceflions, and Superſtitious Rites, march'd a- 
*nfſt the Marcomanni and 0141, taking Verus a- 
lng with him,who had rather have ſtaid behind at 
Rome to continue his Debaucheries, which An- 
minus endeavour'd toprevent. The two Empe- 
rors therefore took the Way of Aguileia, where 
they advanc'd towards the Marcomanni, who were 
encamp'd not far diſtant, beat them out of their 
Trenches, and made a great Slaughter of them. 
Fins Vietorinus, Captain of the Guards, was ſlain 
in the Battel, with a great Number of his beſt 
Troops ; but this did not hinder the two Empe- 
rors from purſuing - their Advantage, prefling. ſo 
forcibly upon the Enemy, that art laſt they 
broke through their Army ; which occafion'd the 
rreateſt Part of their Allies to Slay the Authors 
o the Revolt, draw off their Forces, and deſire 
a Truce. Verus ſatisfy'd with theſe Conditions, 
and Sighing after the Delights and Pleaſures of 
Rome, urg'd Antoninus to agree to their Propoſals 
and return back : But Antoninus urg'd the Perfidi- 
ouſneſs of theſe barbarous People, who ſtill wan- 
ted not Strength to diſturb the Empire, and im- 
nediately order'd his Troops to march. The 
two Emperors therefore paſs'd the .4/ps, purſu'd 
the Enemy, overcame them in ſeveral Conteſts, 
dated them entirely, and return'd into Traly 
without any conſiderable Loſs. Winter was now 
far- advanc'd, and they had made a Reſolution 
dt ſtaying at Aquilcia till it was paſt, butthe Plague 
oblig'd k Jo to part from thence with ſome of 
ieir Forces ; in which Journey Yerus was ſeiz'd 
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The Death of with an Apoplexy near Altinum, and dy'd ſhort 

Ant. Verus. Jy after at that Place, in the 4.2 Year of his Age 
after he had Reign'd about nine Years with 4s. 
zoninus, tho” ſome ſay eleven. It is almoſt gene. 
rally agreed, that Poyſon was the Cauſe of his 
Death, which ſome attribute to the Empreſs Fay 
ftina, but moſt to his own Wife Lucilla, being fu. 
riouſly jealous of him for that Paſlion he bore 
to his own Siſter Fabia; a Death anſwerable 'to 
the Looſneſs and Debaucheries of his Life. Yet 
notwithſtanding. his infamous Life, Antoninus, out 
of a peculiar Kind of Goodneſs, and Reſpet to 
his own Family, caus'd him to be Conſfecrated, 
tho* with no great Satisfaction either to Senate or 
People. | | 


A. D. IV. Antoninus, who before govern'd both an 
170, Empire and an Emperor, had now the former « 
Antoninus lone left to his Charge; and firſt taking Care of 
Philoſophus his Family, he in a ſhort time marry d his Daugh- 
Reigns atone. ter Lucilia to Claudins . Pompeianus , a Perſon in 
Years, -and only the Son of a plain Knight, but 

eminent for his Fidelity, Honeſty, Courage and 

Wiſdom ; which Qualification, together with hs 

unſtain'd Reputation, the Emperor infinitely pre- 

ferr'd befcre Birth and Riches. Being freed from 

this Care, he left Rome to finiſh the War with the 
Marumanni , who. joyning with the Ouadi, the 
Sarmatiars, the Vandals and other barbarous Ns 

tions, were become fiercer and more + formidabl 

than before ; ſo that the Wars againſt Hannit 

and the Cimbri, fcarce ever appear'd, more tet: 

ble. In the firſt general Battle. near the Dany 

the Romzns were ſo ſeverely treated, that theſ 

Joſt more than 20000 Men, and the Barbarian 

purſu'd them even to the Walls of Aquileia; _ 

xs 


they had taken, had not the Emperor rally'd his 
Troops with great Skill and Conduct. . But this 
Aﬀeont ſo rouz'd the Fury and Courages of the 
Romans, that ina ſhort time they repuls'd theſe 
formidable People, and drove them into Pannomnia. 
About which time the Moors ravag'd Spain with 
Fire and Sword, and the Shepherdsin e47ypr,who 
were a Kind of Banditt;, took up Arms, and made 
a dangerous Inſurrection in thoſe Parts. The for- 
mer were ſoon quell'd in. Spain by the Emperor's 
Lieutenants ; and the latter happily diſpers'd by 
the Courage and Policy of Caſſizs. Theſe Suc- 
ceſſes were ſeconded with further Advantages 0- 
ver the Northern Nations by the Emperor Antoni- 
1s, who fo weary'd and harraſsd them by his 
repeated Attacks and Skirmiſhes,thathe conftrain'd 
them: to receive ſuch Articles and Conditions as 
he.thought convenient to impoſeupon them. AF- 
ter which Victories. and Succeſies , Antoninus re- 
turn'd to Rome with great Honour, where he ce- 
lebrated the Decennalia according to Cuſtom , 
and made ſuch Vows as were uſual on thoſe Oc 
caſions. 
During the Peace, Antominus imploy'd himſelf 
in a: further Reformation of the Laws and Poli- 
oy: And firſt he wiſely-prohibited, That no En- 
quiry ſhould bemade after the State and Conditi- 
on of deceas'd Perſons afcer five Years; and leſt 
Crimes ſhou'd gounpunith'd, and private Perſons 
luffer by: Delays in Proceſſes, after the Example 
of Auguſtus, he increas'd the Number of Court 
Days,fo that there were two hundred and thirty in 
all, That thoſe who were free-born, might the 
more eaſily prove it, he ordain'd, That each 'Re- 
man Citizen ſhou'd go to the Treafury in the 
Temple of Saturn, where the publick Records were 


L 4 kept 


Chap.Il. Antoninus Philoſophus XVII 343 


344 The Roman Hiſtory. Book1, 
kept, to enter what Children they had born; and 
he eſftabliſh'd Notaries to 'keep Regiſters of- a 
Births in the Provinces. He provided for the. 
curity of Minors and Pupils, by conſtituting'; 

Prefer 1ute- © particular Pretor call'd Tutelaris, becauſe his:'Of. 
oy io tice was to appoint *'Futors, and becauſe all Byj- 
neſs concerning Guardianſhip came under” i 
Cognizance. He reform'd that Law which-or- 
der'd thoſe Curators call'd Lztoriz, to be givento 
Minors only, in cafe of Madneſs or Extravagan- 
cy ( which by the Romans were reckon'd a moral 
Madneſs ) and had them given to all Minor 
without exception. He Moderated the publick 
Expences, and leffened the Number of Shews and 
Sports ; butmaintain'd the Streets and High-ways 
at the publick Charge ;' and reform'd ali the Abu. 
{es of Sales and Uſlury. Hc made ſevere Lawsto 
hinder any Violence that might be done to. 'the 
Sandtity of Sepuichres 5; and likewiſe ordain'd, 
That the Poor ſhou'd be bury'd at the Charge'of 
the Publick. The Poor had - never Recourſe to 
him invain ; and he took ſuch Pleaſure.in. relier- 
ing them, that he look'd upon it as one of the 
greateſt Happineſſes of his Life, that he never 
wanted Means to perform ir. To put a Reſtraint 
upon the Luxury of the City, he prohibited 'the 
Ule of Litters and Chariots to all inferior Perſons; 
and endeavour'd by all Means to correc the Look 
neſs and Diſorders of Women and Young People, 
without knowing it was his own private Intereſt: 
For he was in a great Meaſure ighorant of the 
Wantonneſs and Irregularities of his Emprels 
Fauſtina: But being once advis'd to divorce het 
for her ill Conduct, we are told That he made 
Anſwer, If we put her away, we are oblig'd in Ji 
frice to quit the Empire, which was her Dowry : = 
this 


this is disbeliev'd by ſome, as difagreeable to the 
Temper and Character of 4ntoninus. 

In the mean; time the Marcomanni , wao only 
defignd to lay the Emperor aſleep by their Sub- 
mittion, and remove him further from them,'-c0 
make; Advantage of his Abſence , all: trook--up 
Arms with greater Fury than before. 'Lhey were 
ſo much the more formidable, becauſe they had 
drawn over to their fide all the Nations from 1/- 
hricum, to the furtheſt Parts of Gaul. The Em 

ror who ſaw his Army waſted by the Plague 
and ſuch Lofles they. had fſuitain'd in feveral En+ 
counters, and the "Freafure entirely exhauſted by 
{ many Wars and Charges ;' found himfeit ſur- 
rounded with ſuch  Difficuities, as he had never 
experienc'd till that time. He was conſirain'd:to 
remedy. the firſt of theſe Misforcunes by Iiwing 
the:Gladiators, the Banditti of Dalmatia and Dar- 
dania; and the: Slaves which had never bezn pra» 
aisd, butin the ſecond Punick War 5 and the lat- 
ter, by following the Examples of Nerva and 
Trajan, and felling the Moveables belonging to 
the Empire, The Romans who had no Money to 
ſuccour/ their Prince , and ſecure themlelves 
m a-juft War, did not wanr'it -to: purchace the 
Rich Furnitureof the Paiace, fuch as the Empe- 
ras Jewels, his'Pictures, his Tapiltry, his Veilels, 
and zald and liver Plate, his Chryſtals,, the Em- 
preſs's rich Clothes, : and the Pearls: of which 
were vaſt Quantities in A4drian's Cabinet ;- the 
dale of all which"conrinu'd ewo Months, and rais d 
lo conſiderable a Fund, that Antoninas had ſuffici- 
ee Sums'to defray all che Expencesof. the War. 
At his Return h-: ſignifi'd it was his Pleaſure, that 
all ſhou'd reſtore them at the-ſame Price they hack 


bought them ; but-us'd no Conſtraint -co thoſe 
wha 
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who deſir'd to keep them. Before his Departus 
he loſt his ſecond Son Yer#s Ceſar, who dy'd 
an Impoſtume, when he was ſeven Years of bee 
He bore the Lofs with much Patience, and fo. 
bad that the Feaſts of Fupirer, then a Solemnizing 
ſhou'd be deferr'd by publick Mourning ; con 
tenting himſelf with raiſing Statues to his Son, 
and ordering his Image of Gold to be carry in 
State into the Circus during the Sports there, and 
to have his Name inſerted into the Order of $4 
lions. Aﬀter which he diligently apply'd himfel 
to the Aﬀairs of the Publick, haftned his Recruis, 
begg'd the Gods Afliſtance by Prayers and Sactif- 
ces, and March'd againſt the Enemy. 

This Expedition. was longer and more dange- 
rous than any -preceeding, being! attended with 
numerous Perilsand various Succeſſes. - The Em- 
peror paſs'd the Danube by a : Bridge - of Boats; 
at the Head of his Army attack'd the Enemy, 
gain'd the Advantagesin ſeveral Encounters, burnt 
their Barns and Houſes, and receiv'd ſeveral of the 
chief of their Allies, who aſtoniſh'd with the Sud- 
denneſs of his Victories, came in to ſubmicthem- 
ſelves. But the. moſt Memorable Battle was to- 
wards - the latter End of this War, which might 
have - prov'd fatal to the Roman Empire, had not 
ſome amazing Accidents -interpos'd. It was be 
gun by the Enemies Slingers - croſs | a River, 
which brought Antoninus himſelf into ſome Dan- 
ger ; but the Romans being rouz'd by this Afﬀeront, 
uriouſly paſs'd the River, fell-in with the Ene 
my, and made a. great Slaughter. - The. Enemy 
timely retir'd with great Policy, and rightly. judg- 
ing they ſhou'd be purſu'd, left ſeveral Compantss 
of Archers .cover'd with fome-Horſe, to Skirmiſh 
with the Romans, as tho' they deſfign'd to ſtop their 
I Progreb. 
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Progreſs. Whereupon the Romans advanc'd with 
more Bravery than Condud, an uſual Thing af- 


| ter Succeſs, and briskly attack'd theſe Archers ; 


who 'according to Orders, immediately fled, and 
cunningly drew the whole Roman Army among 
deſperate barren Mountains , where they were 
ſuddenly block'd up on every fide. But they not 
knowing their Danger, and believing their Cou- 
rage cou'd overcome all Things, continu'd fight- 
ing valiantly notwithſtanding the  Difadvantage 
of the Place; which caus'd moreof them to be 
ſain than the Enemy, who wou'd not leave that 
to Chance which they expected from Delay, ſtand- 
ing only upon the Defenſive. The Romans cou'd not 
comprehend the Reaſon of this Conduct, till the 
Exceffive Heats between the Mountains,greatWea- 
rinefs, Wounds,and a violent Thirſt had entirely di- 
ſheartned and confounded them; at which time 
they found, That they cou'd neither fight nor 
retreat, and- that they muſt either ſuffer them- 
ſelves ''to be cut in Pieces, or become a Prey 
to their barbarous Enemies. In this deplorable 
Extremity, where Rage and Deſpair were their 


chief Companions, Antoninus, more concern'd at 


his Soldiers Miſeries than his own, ran through 
all their Ranks, and in vain endeavour'd to raife 
their Hopes by performing Sacrifices, 'in- which 
they no longer now confided. When the'Sunhad 
exhauſted all their Strength, they perceiv'd their 
Enemies ready to -attack them ; and/having no 
ExpeRation either from their own Courages, from 
Fortune or their Gods, nothing was heard but 
Groans and Lamentations, nor nothing ſeen'bur 
the blackeſt Marks of the moſt horrible Deſolati- 
on. * But juſt as the Army was ready 'to be de- 
ftroy'd, we are affur'd by the ——__ 

that 
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that the ſolemn Prayers of the Chriſtians, which 
compos'd the:chief of the Melytere Legion , pre. 
vail'd for their Deliverance, which was effe&ed 
by a ſudden Fall of great Quantities . of Rain 
with which the fainting Soldiers were reliev'd by 
holding their . Mouths, Helmets and Bucklers;up 
to Heaven. And while the Barbarians attack 
them in that Poſture, making. them ſwallow. their 
own Blood mingl'd with the. Water; the ſame 
Clouds:that had ſent fo kind | a Shower upon the 
Romans, at the fame Time diſcharg'd a- terrible 
Storm of Hail, accompany'd wich Fire and Thun. 
der againſt the Enemy. . So that while the former 
refreltd themſelves, and :quench'd their, Thirſt, 
the latter were exceedingly 1corch'd, and confoun- 
ded with the Flames _ Heaven ; which. no 
Water cou'd extinguiſh. The ' Romans recovering 


Strength and Courage, and being now rather 


enragd at the Afﬀront they. had receiy'd, than 
remembring the Danger they had eſcap'd,. una- 
nimouſly cut in Pieces all that reſiſted them, . put 
the reſt to Flight, and took great Numbers of 
Priſoners. . Ehud ' 

The Subſtance of this memorable Story is uni- 
verſally acknowledged by the Pagar W riters; but 
out of Malice'to the Chriſtians , they either a- 
ſcribe to;it the Power of Magick, or to. the Pre 


_ yalency of the Emperor's own Prayers, | Howe- 


ver Anoninus. became ſo ſenſible of a miraculous 
Afliſtance,' that he immediately relax'd the Per- 
ſecution againſt the Chriſtians, .which had been 
very ſevere for about ſeven Years, and wrote to 
the Senate in favour of their Religion, and ac 
knowledging the Greatneſs of the Deliverance, 
order'd thoſe to be puniſh'd with Death who ac- 
gus'd the Chriſtians. The Roman Army upon ava 

ap-. 
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happy Victory, gaye the Title of Imperator to 
Antoninus , Which was now the ſeventh Time ; 
and the Empreſs Fauſtina was likewiſe Honour'd 


fected with the particular Title of Mater Caftrorum, or 
| Rain, Mather of . Armies. Notwithſtanding this great ad- 
vd b vantage , the Barbarians continu'd the: War a- 
ers. > Whore a Year longer, with many violent Struggles 
tack and Conflicts ; till finding themſelves unable any 
v their longer to refilt a Commander who had Con-_ 
: fame querd them as much by his merciful Behaviour, 
on tne WI: his valiant Ads, ſent to offer him Hoſtages , 
errible W.1d to beg a Peace. For a good Space he was 
: fun, bully employ'd in this Negotiation, in anſwer- 
rhe ing their Ambaſſadors, and receiving ieveral Kings 


' What came to pay him Homage. The King of 


our: the Sarmatians alone reſtor'd him 100000 Cap- 
0. no tives that he had taken from the Roman Domini- 
"P00 ons ; and deliver'd up. 8000 cf his Soldiers, the 
rather greateſt Pare of which being ſent againſt the Bri- 
tan Ws. The Emperor impos'd Conditions upon 
ut Wtheſe People more or leſs ſevere, as he found their 
» PU Wfoclinations to revolt, and all were ready to ſub- 
rs of Writ to what he was pleasd to command ; fo that 
the Lands of the Marcom anni, the Quadi and the 
OY WY Samatians had been reduc'd into Provinces of the 
5 ut Empire, had not the News of the Rebeilion of 
"cf, who proclaim'd himſelf Emperor in Sy- 
re 1, came juſt in that Moment. The Villainy of 
os Wo great a Commander as Caſſes, much ſurpriz'd 
Tg the Emperor, and noleſs rais'd the Courages of 
"" Witt Barbarians, who being always more concern'd 
been for their Liberties, than their Words, oblig'd 4n- 
Wes tomnzs tO remit a great Part of the Impotitions he 


had laid upon them, and to make new Treaties of 
Peace far leſs advantageous to the Empire than the 


former, 
The 


Caftus's Ree 


beim. 
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"The Revolt and Progreſs of Caſſins daily fill 
the Ears of the Citizens of Rome, which caug( 
the Emperor to quicken his Preparations agpainf 
him. Caſſizs was an eminent Commander in the 
Eaſt, a Perſon of great Valour and Courage, and 
of a moſt regular and ſtrict Diſcipline; and find. 
ing his Soldiers inclinable to ſupport his Pretenf. 
ons, he reſolv'd to paſs for a Deſcendent of the 
ancient Caſſias, who confpir'd againſt Fulins Czſar; 
and like him firft pretended to re-eſtabliſh the 
Common-wealth, ſaying , Let the Gods but fav 
the right Side, and the Caflii. ſhall till reſtore the Com- 
7non-wealth to all its Authority. Afterwards, partly 
by a feign'd Pretence of the Emperor's Death, 
and partly by his ſubtle Infinuarions, he gather 
{o much Strength, as in a ſhore Time he brought 
under his Subje&ion all the Countries from Sis 
to Mount Taurzs. Theſe Advantages and Succel- 
ſes appear'd very dangerous to the Emperor, who 
haſtning his March towards him, told- his Sold 
ers, among many other Things, That he cou'd fre: 
ly yield up hs Empire.to Caflins, if it ſhoud be jug 
a Thing neceſſary for the Publick Good ; for it was fa 
that alone that he ſuſtain'd ſo many daily Toils and in 
ceſſant Labours, In the mean time Caſſins , who 
well knew that hainous Crimes muſt have a ſpe- 
dy Execution, endeavour'd to draw Greece over to 
his Side ; but here he met with a deſerved Re 
pulſe, which firſt turn'd the Scale of all his good 
Fortune. The Emperor being ſo univerſally be 
lov'd, after this he cou'd not bring over any cot- 
ſiderable City, or gain any to his Party, but ſuch 
as were already ruin'd by their Debts and Vics 
This bad Succeſs brought him into Diſcredit wit 
his own Soldiers, and art laſt having rather been 


Emperor in Imagination than Reality , he ws 
ail 
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lin Three Months and ſix Days after his Revolt. His Death. 


His Head was ſent to the Emperor, then at For= 
niz, who commanded it to be honourably bu- 
rd; and forrowfully declar'd, That they had de- 


priv/d him of his greateſt Pleaſurc , which was to 


have given Cafitus bis Life, and to have Conquer 'd 
his Ingratizude by his Generofity. This Clemency 
was admir'd by ſome, and condemn'd by others; 
and one took the Liberty of blaming him openly, 
telling him, That Caſltus wou'd not have been ſo ge 
nerous had he been Conqueror. The Emperor im- 
mediately reply'd, We never ſerv'd the Gods ſo ill, 
or reign d- ſo irregularly, as to fear Caflius cou'd ever 
he Conqueror. Aﬀeer. which he recounted thoſe 
Emperors who had been depos'd or ſlain by their 
Subjects, and ſhew'd, That their Misfortunes pro- 
ceded wholly from their own Cruelties and ill Condutt ; 
Nero, and Caligula, av4 Domitian, were the ſole 
Authors of their own Miſeries ; Otho and Vitellius 
bad not the Courage to Reign, and Galba as ruin'd 
by bis Awvarice. And it is hard to find a good Prince, 
that met with ſuch Fortune, as appears from the Ex- 
amples of Auguſtus,Trajan, Adrian, ard others, who 
ahvays reign'd in the Hearts of their Subjefs, and 
continually triumph'd over their Domeſtick Enemies. 
Antoninus having caus'd the Head of Caſſims to 
be bury'd, and teltify'd his Grief for his Death, 
continu'd his Journey to compleat the Suppreflion 
of this Revolt, and to cauſe the People and Ar- 
my in the Eaſt to return to their Duty. He be- 
gan with e4pypr, and pardon'd all the Cities that 
had joyn'd with Caſſius, and left one of his Daugh- 
ters at Alexandria, as a Pledge of his Friendſhip. 
Coming to Pelufium he there correted many Ex- 
celles and Debaucheries ; and where-ever he 
palsd, he enter'd the Temples, the Schools, m_ 
| al 
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all publick Places, and Inſtruced the People 
converſing familiarly with chem, and explainin 
to them the greateit Difficulties in Philoſophy, 
leaving the Marks of his Wiſdom in all Place, 
Arriving at Syria he was met at Antioch with man 
Kings and Porentates of the Eaſt; and the Fa 
thing he did was the burning of all the Letters found 
in Caſſizs's Cloſer, leſt he ſhou'd be conſtrain'd 4. 
gainſt his Inclinations to hate any Perſon. The 
Children and Relations of Caſſius were treated 
with great Clemency and Kindneſs; Antoniny 
preſerv'd to them all their Rights, and had; al 
ways fuch Regard to them, that in a great Tryal 
which they had before the Senate, he ſtridly tor 
bad the adverſe Party any ways to reproach them 
with the Misfortunes of their Family. The bet: 
ter to prevent ſuch Revolts for the future, he Or. 
dain'd, That no Perſon ſhoud ever after Com- 
mand in the Province where he was born... In 
this great Journey the Empreſs Fauſtina was unex: 

ectedly fſeiz'd with a violent Diſtemper , and 
dy'd at the Foot of Mount Taurus; a Woman 
whoſe looſe and wanton Life was an exceeding 
Scandal to her hizh Place and Dignity, and has 
been juſtly branded by the Roman Hiſtorians 
Yet Antoninus, either from his Ignorance of her 
Crimes, or his Paſſion to her Perſon, willingly 
admitted of thoſe great and unreaſonable Ho: 
nours which the Senate, out of Complaiſance and 


Flattery, decreed to her Memory. And after the 


Example of his Father Antonin, he Founded a 
Society of young Maids, whom he bred at; hi 
own Expence, and call'd them Fauſtinians ; and 
likewiſe built. a Temple to tis Wie in the Town 
where ſhe dy'd. | Which Temple had afterwarb 
a remarkable Chance which became the Divan 

that 
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that preſided there;;! it being GConſegated!to Helis 
vabulns, who was. the true God-of. Impuricy;1,,, . 
\ Aﬀter a full Re-ſtabliſhmengt of Peace.1the 
Eaſt, Antonizus began his Journey towards Rome z 
and arriving-at Swyrna he: inads; ſome confidera+ 
ble: ſtay. , and .there conferr'd; many Fayaits, 
From thenee he\ went. to Arberrs itft Greece, and be- 
ing a Zealot«in his Religion, was.there initiated 
in the grand Myſteries of Ceresicall'd the Eleuſarian 
Myſteries, which was: the moſt Sacred\and Solerha 
of all the! Pagar Devorions.' Here: he: did many 
Honours to the Inhabitants:,/-afid: eſtabliſh'd in 
their City Profeflors of. all forts of, Stiences; | with 
munificent 'Penfions.5 making; them noble; Prez 
ſents,. and granting them large Privileges and Im 
munities. Here he' took! 'Sea, 'and\ Landing:.at 
Bronduſium 1n\Ttaly, he quitted his:Soldier's Habitz 
T Waid causd-all his Soldiers to. do-the like, who; 
* {Weuring his Reign, never appear'd in aly but' in 
* Whit Gowns. He was rectiv'd: at Rowe with /all 
imaginable Teſtimonies of Joy: And: becauſe, he 
1 Whid been Abfent:almoſt eight” Years, he 'deſtribus 
2 Wo each Citizen eight Pieces of Gold, rethit= 
ted all' their Debts due to the Treaſury for ſrxty! 
Years paſt, and+burnt' all their Bills in the midſb 
ofthe Forum: At! the ſame: time he: gave his 
On Commodus the Habit of! a Man ; made; hint 
Frinceps Tarwentatis, nominated him for his Succeſs 
r, made him Confal for the enſuing Year; 'tri- 
mph'd with him, and to: Honour. his: Conſul- 


h lip; follow'd his Chariot ori Foot; wheri he 
of 2 to. the: Circus, He: afterivards tetir'd: for 
ae ſpace to Laviniwimn into'the Ars of Philoſo« 


ſy, his great: Delight, whicli- he :call'd. 75-140 
#;, oppoling-ir- to the Courts 'which- he: call'd. 
WStep-Motheh: 1 Attil for that reaſon hie — 
wu As 7 
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ly made- uſe of \this | Expreflion of 'Plato's, Tha 
People was happy whoſe Plilaſiphir, were" Kings,or whit 
Kings were Philoſophers. He was'a great:Maſter in 
Philoſophy, and'- wrote ſeveral excellent Pics 
himſelf, ſome: of which -remain :9; this | Day, 
His chief Maſters were Apollonias of ;Chalcis, for. 
merly mention'd, Sextus Cheronenſis,, Grandſon; to 
the' Famous Phwtarch;''and Fronto, :aniexcellent O- 
rator in that declining Age of Learning ; of; al 
which, ' and of 'other Learned Men;- he was; 
great Incourager: ' Beſides theſe, ini his Reiph 
there flouriſh'd ſome' other' noted: Writers, 'parti 


buile according'to its former Magnificence. Whit 
the Emperoridid-for Smyrna he:had already dont 
ini Taly, and likewiſe for.ſeveral : other Ci 
which :hadi felt the: fame: Misfortune; as Carrkgh 
Epheſus, and Nicodemia.” His Expenices upon tht 
Occaſions, the:Preſents: he beftow'd-on the ” 
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Tha W ple, and the: many Taxes he remicted in his moſt 
whole prefling Neceflities, are- ſufficient to: take away 
erin W that: pretended Accufation of his Avarice. He 
ies MW was indeed a provident Man in. his ordinary Ex- 
Day. W pences,/ after « the Example of his Father Anto- 
for. W nw, and managd his Revenues with great Care 
and Wiſdom ; but when the Glory of the State, 
or the Benefit of the People were concern'd, his 
Largeſſes went' even to Prodigality, being per- 
ſwaded, that thoſe were the: only Occaſions on 
which a Prince might be profuſe, and that Co- 
vetouſneſs then is a dangerous Miſchief. He u- 
ſually ſaid, That when Subjetts ſee a Prince Liberal 
in Publick, and a careful Manager. in Private, they 
pay their Duties with more Satisfaction, becauſe they 
are then. convinced, that his Riches are the Source of 
their Plenty and Happineſs. It 1s certain. that Rome 
had ſcarce ever an Emperor” fo afliſting in the 
Times.of Neceflity as Antoninus, and he was the 
firſt that buile- a Temple to the Goddeſs that pre- 
ſides over Benefits, which perbaps was the only 
Vertue which::the Romans did not then adore. 
But the Introducing of this new Worſhip pertain'd 
only. to him who ſo perfe&tly knew all the Cere- 
monies and Cuſtoms of it, and practis'd them 
continually. (l 
The Emperor now declining in Years, was*tn 
hopes of reſting from all his Toils and Labours, 
when News was brought him of the Scyrhians and 
Northern Nations taking up Arms - again, and 
Invading the Empire with great Succeſs. This 
oblig'd Arntoninus to make ſpeedy: Preparations to 
oppoſe them in Perſon, as he always did; and 
Zoing to the Senate; this was--the firſt time he 
defir'd of them to. have Money - out of the Pub- 
lick Treaſury. 'Fho' this Money was in his own 
Aa 2 Pow- 
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Power, it he wow'd have us'd his Authority, yet 
he openly declar'd to the Senate and People, That 
Emperors had no private Propriety to any thing, mt. 
much as to the Palace in which they dwelt. Aﬀter this 
he marry'd his Son. Commodus to Criſpina, the 
Daughter of Bentius Valens, a Man of Conſular 
Dignity ; and then went to the" Femple of Bel. 
{ona , and perform'd: the ancient Ceremony of 
the Javelin. The Romans, whoſe: Love to this 
Emperor daily encreas d, finding him ready to 
expoſe himſelf in a dangerous War , aſſembled 
themſelves before his Palace, befeeching him, 
Not to leave them, till he had given them ſome Pre- 
 cepts for their | Conduct, that if the Gods ſhow'd. take 
him to themſelves, they might by his Aſſiſtance continu 
in the ſame Paths of Vertue, into which he bad hd 
them by his Example. The Emperor mov'd to ſe 
their good Diſpolitions, ſpent three whole Days 
in explaining to. them the greateſt Difficulties in 
Morality, and in giving them ſhore Maxims by 
which © they - might regulate their Actions 
Shortly after he march'd his Army towards the 
Enemy, with his Son Commodrs, and gain'd great 
Advantages ; but the Particulars of theſe laſt 
Campaigns, are in a great meaſure loſt. Wecan 
only ſay, That this War had not fewer Difficul 
ties than the former 3 That Anteninus fought 
veral bloody Battels, where the Vidtories were al 
ways.owing to | his Prudence and his Example © 
Bravery ; That he was always at the Head of hi 
Men, in Places'\moſt expos'd to Danger ; Thathe 
builr ſeveral Forts,” which.he ſtrongly Garrifon'd, 
[and kept their Country in Awe; and that going 
to open the third Campaign, in which he & 
.pedted to compleat the War, he: was fſeiz'd at 
Viema with a Fever, which” put a Period to all 
-Ws Attempts. | In 


In this laſt Sickneſs this wife Emperor made it 
appear, That thoſe Truths of which he always 
made Profeflion, were fo deeply engraven on his 
Heart,' that nothing cou'd effce them. But tho* 
his Submiſfhon to the Orders of Providence made 
him eaſie and willing to meet Death ; yer the 
tender Love and Care he had for his People, fill'd 
his Mind with Fear and Bitterneſs. He ſaw his 
Conqueſts in the North unſettled, his Enemies ſtill. 
with their Swords in their Hands, and the People 
inclinable to Revolt 3 but above all, the Youth 
and Unfteadinefs of his Son and Succeſſor, which 
laid him open to the infinite Temptations, and fa- 
tal Charms of boundleſs Authority,prov'd a ſevere 
Rack to his Thoughts. Struggling with theſe Dit- 
ficulties, and fluctuating between Hope and Fear, 
as his Death appoach'd, he commanded that his 


_ principal Friends and Officers ſhou'd be brought 


to him; and upon their gathering about his Bed, 
he took his Son Cammedus by the Hand, then faint- 
ly riſing up, fpoke to the Company to this effect. 
tou ſee before your Eyes my Son and Succeſſor, who ha- 
ving ſcarce enter'd the World, as in a tempeſtuous 
Ocean, wants the DireFions of wiſe Governor's to ſe- 


ture him from the vidlence of Youthful Paſſions, which, 


like furious Storms may drive him into the moſs fatal 
Calamities. Therefore inſtead of one Father, whom he 


muſt ſhortly loſe, let him find many in you, to ſupport 


bis Youth, and to add fuch Inſtrutions as are moſt benc- 
fcial to Him. and the Publick. But more particularly 
make him ſenſible, © That not all the Riches and Ho- 
* n0urs in the Univerſe, are ſufficient to ſatisfy the 
* Luxury and Ambition of Tyrants ; nor are the ſtrang- 
* eſt Guards and Armies able to defend them from the 
* Hatred and Inſults of their Subjefts. * Let him be a= 
ſar'd, © That no cruel and tyrannical Princes ever enjoy 
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* long and peaceable Reigns, but only: ſuch who by their 
* Mildneſs and Clemency gain the Hearts of their People 
Tell him continually, © That' it is not they who ſera out 
* of Conſtraint, but: ſuch as-obey voluntarily, who con- 
* zinue faithful in all Tryals, and are free, from eitho 
* Flattery or Treachery ; and let him know, *That 
© Theſe are the only Perſons 2vho never fall into, Diſ- 
© bedience, at leaſt till they are firc'd toit by ſevere uſage. 
At the ſame time do.not fail to ſet before him, © Hop 
* exceeding Difficult, and yet how highly Neceſſz- 
*IY it is in the moſt Abſolute Prince to moderate and 
© to ſet Bounds to. his Deſires. If you inſtrudt -him in 
theſe Truths, and inceſſantly cauſe him to recolle& what 
be has heard ; beſides the ſatisfa&tion of forming a gud 
Prince for your ſelves and the hole Empire, you. wil 
have the comfort of paying ;to my Memury the noble 
of all your Services, ſince by that means you wil 
render it Immorial, As he was ſpeaking © theſe 
The Dea: of laſt Words, he was ſeiz'd with a Weaknek, 
Antoninus which took away the uſe of, his Voice, and 
Philolopts. brought him to his End the next _— 
Thus dy'd Antoninus Philoſophus or Marcus Aur 
lizs, the Seventeenth Emperor of Rome, in the 
53th Year of his Age, after a Laborious and 
Triumphant Reign of 19 Years, Nine with, hi 
Brother , and Ten by himſelf ; a Prince of 
moſt ſolid Underſtanding and profound Wit 
dom, of moſt ſtrit Vertues ;and rigid Morals; 
yer not free from ſuch a Superſtition as causd 
great Injuſtice to Chriſtianity, which is above tix 
reach of the wiſeſt Pagan Philoſopher. But 
Name will ever be plac'd in the Records of Fam, 
among the beſt of the Heathen Princes, for i» 
numerous Vertues and worthy Acts he did for the 
good of his Country and Subjects ; moſt of whici 


may ſerve for noble Patterns to Chriſtian Ping 
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His Death was infinitely regretted according to 
his Merits 3 and , there was a general AﬀMiction 
throughout the Army and all-the Provinces : and © 
it ſeem'd as tho* the Glory and Proſperity of the 
Empire all dy'd with Antoninus. The Senate and 
People adored him ' before the: Solemnization: of 
his -Funeral ; and as if it had been- an inconſi- 
derable Thing to ere& him a Golden Statue -in 
the Fulian Chamber, and to decree him all divine 
Honours, they declar'd fuch Perſons to be Sacri- 
legious who had not in their Houſes ſome Picture 
or Statue of Antoninus. His Death happen'd in 
the 932 Year of the City, 204 Years after the 
Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 180 after 
our Saviour's Nativity, 109 after the Deſtruction 
: eruſalem, and 84. after the laſt of the Twelve 
&jars. | | 
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CHAP, I, 


From the Death of Antonius, Philoſophy, 
-.fo-the Death of | Pertinax:, [the Nineteenth 
Emperor ; when the Empire became' exposd 
t9 Sale by the Soldiers, © ] 


Containing the Space of afove, 13, Tears. | . 


E. R? ME for. the ſpace of Eighty four Year 
| IL had the. great, Happi ſs of ©njojing 
Five, good Emperors ſucceflively, who made xt 
cheir main Concern to ſupport its Grandure, to 
encreaſe its Riches, and to eſtabliſh its future Fe- 
licity ; but Providence now thought fit to alter | 
this long courſe of Proſperity, and permit that 
exalted City, which had fo often triumph'd over 
the reſt of the World, to be again inſulted by it 
own Princes ; which, together with ſome other 
Accidents, produc'd ſuch Corruptions and Dt 
{trations as ſoon caus'd the Declination, and af- 
jerwards the Ruine of the Roman Empire. Some 
of theſe Miſchiefs appear'd not long after the 
Death 'of' Antoninus Philoſophus , for whoſe fake 
his Son Coomodas was without Contradidction 7e- 
ceiv'd and acknowledg'd as Emperor, firit by the 
Army, then by the Senate and People, and ihort- 
ly after by all the Provinces. Commodus Was 
more noble by Deſcent than any of the former 
Emperors, being the firſt Emperor that was born 


' in his Pacher's Reign, and the ſecond that fuc- 


. 14 0 
ceeded his own Father in the Government Fe: 
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m2 Authors believe him to have been a ſpurious 
Iſue, and begotten by a Gladiator, being con- 

-m'd in this Opinion by the wanton Pradtices of 
tis Mother Fauſtina. He was about 19 Years of 
\oe-when he enter'd upon the Empire ; being a 
rince of great Comelineſs and Perfeftions of 
Jody, and for his Father's ſake -intirely belov'd, 
tho! he had already given ſome remarkable In- 
ſtances of his Vices and Cruelty. 

Some few Days after his Father's Neath Com:- 
mdys came to the Camp where the Army lay, 
xccompany'd with -the principal of the Roman 
Nobility 5 and made a. plauſible and papular 


1, 


cars Mpeech to the Soldiers, ;giving them great Hopes 
yinz Wot his-Jult and regular Government, and likewiſe 
e it Mheſtowing ſuch Donatives as was uſual for new 
, to Mcreated Emperors. He continu'd for ſome ſpace, 


Fe- Waccording to the Promiſes he had made, and was 
ter Wvlingly govern'd by the wiſe DireQians of his 
that WFather's Eiends : th being obnoxious to all 
wer WW kinds of Flatterers, by reaſon of his Youth, he 
7 its FWloon agreed to their deſigning Counſels, and re- 
cher {MWidlv'd:to leave. the Wars and return to the Plea- 
Di- Wlures of Rome 3 notwithſtanding all the juſt Ar- 
af- Wcuments: and Perſwaſjons of his Brother-in-Law 
me WH Parmpeianus, and other worthy Men, who unani- 
the WO moully advis'd him to-ſee an end of this War 
ake WW biobfelf. "With this Reſolution the young Empe- 
re- W'9r. wrote, to Rome thortly after, LE, the 
che W nate of his Coming ; and for a preſenc Eaſe 
ort- WW and Security, he made 2a, very bag 
was Wl Peace with the Enemy, 22 

ner WW almoſt reduc'd to an entire Obedience, purcha- 
or I ling it with Money, as Herodian aflures us, tho' 
uc- WF Extrepins., intimates Tome advantages firſt gain'd. 
ho WW Then leaving a conſiderable Force on the Fron- 
me | tiers, 


4 


hich his Father. had. 
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tiers, he ſet forward towards Rome ; and' ih all 
the Cities through which he paſs'd, he was 
ceiv'd with incredible Joy and Solemnity, tipon 
the Account of his Father's . Worth , and'the 
Hopes they had conceiv'd of his happy Reipn; 
not knowing his vicions Temper and Inclinations 
At his Entrance into Rome. he* was receiv'd with 
exceeding Tranſports, ' Applaufes, and” Blefling 
by all Men, who fſtrew'd the Ways ' where he 
paſs'd with all kinds of Flowers and Ofnaments 
ſhewing all poſlible Demonſtrations of Joy, an 
aſſuring themſelves of a good. and, worthy Prince 
from the Son and Grandfbn of two ſuch Emye 
rors 'aS © Antoninus' Philoſophas and Antoninus Pin 
But he ſoon gave them 'an Occaſion eo CH 
their good Opinions of him\,*'by his abominable 
Life and Practices ; and of his whole Reign Au- 
thors have given us an Account of ſcarce any 
thing but a black Train of horrid .Enormitis 
and Extravagancies, many of which cannot wel 
be related, without receding from” the juſt Me 
thod and Quality of an Hiſtorian. 20> 

Commodus for ſome ſpace hearken'd” to' his Fi 
ther's Friends, but being excited by the Levit 
of his Temper, and corrupted by the” Examyl 
of his Companions, he in a ſhort time gave him- 
ſelf over: to all kinds of 'mean and'exttravagant 
Practices ; regarding neither the Honour of hb 
Family, nor 'the Dignity of his Office. He 6 
penly manifeſted his Lewdnefs and Incontinency, 
and ſpent a conſiderable Part of his Time in 80 
ing with his Aſfociates to publick Taverns and 
Infamous Houſes, waſting whole Days 
Nights in Feaſtings, Banquetings, Bathings, and 
moſt abominable Luxury. - His natural Incot- 
tinence was - incredibly inlam'd with — 

| in 
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Linds of Oyntments, which he firſt us'd to pre- 
Crve himſelf againſt a Peſtilence in Italy ; and 
theſe, together with his boundleſs Inclinations, 
raid. ſuch Infatiable Heats, . that he kept three 
andred Females, and as many Males for de- 
teſtable Uſes; and, like Caligula, command- 
Women to. be Raviſf'd in, his ſight, and 
committed Inceſt, as he did, with all his Siſters; 
exceeding him in polluting the Temples with 
Whoredoms and Blood:: Lewdneſſes which ought 
nd MM to be cautiouſly recited, yet not wholly omitted. 
in MM His moſt innocent Recreation and Diverſion, 
was his Shooting and Hurling of. Darts ; 'in 
which and the like Exerciſes he was expert al- 
moſt beyond all Example and Belief; and of 
theſe Qualities all Writers have taken notice, 
15 well as thoſe of Domitian. At. a particular 
Feſtival, when great Numbers of wild Beaſts 
were appointed” to be Baited and Encounter'd, 
he commanded a Gallery to be made round the 
Amphitheatre, where he cou'd move freely and 
ſecurely ; 'and'. running with extraordinary Agi- 
lity and Dexterity, he kill'd moſt of the Staggs 
and Harts that were let looſe, never miſſing his 
Aim, whether it was in the Heart, Head, or 
any. other Part, his Darts alway carrying Death 
along with them. At another Feſtival he kill'd 
a Hundred Lions that were let looſe in the Am- 
phitheatre ;. and frequently did the ſame to Ti- 
&e's, Panthers, Ounces, and other fierce Beaſts, 
ometimes by that means delivering the con- 


demn'd Aſailants who were ready to be torn 
in pieces. His admirable Skill in his Bow ap- 
pear'd from his killing ſuch Numbers of Birds 
tying in the Air ; and more particularly tha- 
ving order'd a Hundred Mereſco Oltriches = 

C 


be ſet free, he cut off all their Heads in the 
midft of their ſwifteft Motion, by -his' Arrows 
headed in the ſhape of an Half-Moon. Which 
Inſtances. may fhew, that this. Emperor wanted 
neither Parts nor Abilities to have produc'd the 
prepten and nbbleſt Actions, and to have made 
his Subjects as. happy. as any of his Predeceflor. 
'But he was wholly regardleſs of his Peoples Good; 
and was ſo careleſs and trifling in the moſt ſeri- 
- ous Matters, that he wrote nothing more than 
Vale in many of his Letters ; at the fame time 
was fo ſerious in ſlight and ſhameful Matters, that 
he caus'd to be Regiſter'd how often he frequent- 
ed the Fencing-School, with' all his Cruelties and 
Impurities. As to his Exerciſes, Lampridiug, tell 
us, That he encounter'd the "Gladiators. 735 
times, whereof 365 were in, his. Father's. Reign. 
He frequently drove. Chariots in Imitation ,of 


Nero, and like him wou'd, have, burne* the City, 


* but was deterr'd from it by . a particular Friend 
call'd Letus. | gp 
As corrupt Princes generally promote fuch as 
are. moſt conformable to their. Tempers, ſo did 
Commodus, who generally choſe thoſe for his Go- 
vetnors of Provinces' and Cities as. were Compa- 
:Nions in his Vices and Extravagancies ; only he 


obſerv'd this Piece of Policy, that hz uſually re- 


tain'd their Children as Pledges of their Allegi- 
ance and Fidelity. He was ſo much addicted to 
Voluptuouſneſs, that he fcarce took any Care a- 
bout the Government , leaving all to the Dil- 
poſal of a particular Favourite call'd Perenmmiu:, 
Whom he afterwards made Captain of the Pre- 

torzan Cohorts, a Perſon no leſs notorious for his 
__ Avarice and Cruelty, than eminent for his Va- 
lour and: Hardineſs. During the time of this 


Man's 
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Man's Authority, many unjuſt Confiſcations' and 
Seizures were made, and. many - horrible Cruel- 
ties committed ; which gave an occaſion to-many 
conſiderable. Perfons to form a' Confpiracy a- 
gainſt Commodas, among which his Sifter Lucilla, 
who. envying the Greatnefs: of 'the Empreſs Criſ- 
pins, became Aﬀlociate, together with her Huf- 
band Pompeianus. The manner of this Conſpi- 
racy being determin'd, the Charge of the Exe- 
cution- was | og to a Perſon calfd Quintianiss, 
tho! ſome ſay to Pompeianus: himfelf, who was 
firlt to: ſtrike the Emperor, and: the reſt of the 
Confſpirators to fecond and affilt him. But his 
open and' audacious. manner of Proceeding fru- 
rated the Deſign'z for having had'ſuffcient Op- 
portunity of diſpatching him , he+infultingly 
held up his Dagger towards Commerus, ſaying, 
The Senate ſends thee this, which gave ſome. of the 


Guards time to: ſeize him, before he: cou'd: ſtrike 


the faral Blow. This caus'd the Diſcovery of all 
his Accomplices,  and' Lacilla, Pompeianus, Quinti- 
anus, Quadratns, and” the refit: of the Confpirators 
were Executed, beſides:miany other Perſons whol- 


| ly innocent. - For” thoſe: Words concerning the 


Senate fo indifcreetly-utter'd, caus'd: Commodyus'to 
have an exceeding Fealoufie and/Suſpicion of all 
the Fathers, which Advantage Perermius took, 
and caus'd many Senators, and . 2 great Number 
of the Nobility: to be put to Death, and their 
Eſtates feiz'd on, by procuring Falſe-Wirneſles 
to accuſe them. - By.: which means Perennius be+ 
came exceeding Rich and Powerful , | and. well 
knowing the excellive Luxury and -negle& of 
Commodus , he began to endeavour: to gain. the 
Empire-to himſelf, :and had made fome- fuccefsfu! 
Progrefs in that great Atrempr”: Bur his Defſigtis 
U YE loon 
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foon became apparent to all Men, and the 
Multitude of Accuſations againſt him at lif, 
rouz'd the Emperor from his - Lethargy and 
Blindneſs, fo: that both he and his Sons, whon 
he had ſent into Ihricum, to draw the Legions ty 
revolt, receiv'd the: juſt Reward for their Nume- 
rous Villainies. 

Aﬀter the Death of Perennius , the Emperor un- 
dertook to repeal many "Things that were done 
by him; but continu'd not long in that: Regula- 
tion, purſuing his Pleaſures, and ſuffering himſelf 
to:be govern'd by another Favourite call'd Clear- 
der, a Perſon who for Cruelties, Rapines and Bri- 
beries, exceeded Perennizs. Henominated twenty 
five Conſuls for one Year, a thing wholly new 
and furprizing to the City, and chang'd the Pre- 
torian Prefects daily and hourly ; Martins Quart, 
holding the Place only five Days, Niger but fix 
Hours. Theſe and many other Irregularities, oc- 
caſjion'd new Plots and Confpiracies againſt the 
Emperor's Perſon, particularly one Maternus, who 
practiſing all Kinds of Robberies, gather'd toge- 
ther great Numbers of Banditti and Strangers, and 
making himſelf Commander of a conſiderable 
Army, waſted Gaul and Spain, and being thence 


repell'd, refolv'd to attempt the Empire it {elf. 
But having no Hopes of attaining it by Force, 


becauſe of the People and the - Pretorian Cohorts, 
he betook himſelf to Stratagems ; and taking Ad- 
vantage from the annual Solemnity, kept in Ho- 
nour of. the Mother of their. Gods, wherein it 
was lawful for Soldiers or any. others to imitate 
Magiſtrates or their Officers, he-ſent ſome-'of. his 
Soldiers privately arm'd to-mix themſelves with the 


Emperor's Guards, and there to aflaflinate him. 


But his own Party, in hopes of Advantage, 'be- 
tray 


Li . Ae LL 5 - 


tray'd' him, and 'he and many 'others' were exe- 
cuted. Not long after ſucceeded a dreadful Pe- 
ſilence, accompany'd with a Famine; in which, 
and at many other times, | Cleander's Carriage and 
Behaviour became ſo inſupportable_to the People 
of Rome, that they unanimouſly: took. up Arms, 
andin a Tumule march'd to a Houſe of | Pleaſure 
in Rome; where the Emperor was, . and requir'd 
to! have | Cleander's. Head. And notwithſtanding 
the Emperor's Guards began- to make / ſome re- 
fſtance, yet at length the Torrent became fo vi- 
olent and impetuous, that Commodas was conftrain'd 
to deliver hinvup, tho' extreamly againſt his In- 
clinations.; and thus Cleander and his two Sons 
were Slain. This Tumult being appeas'd, which 


| Commodus durſt not puniſh, he was 1o incens'd, and 


with all ſo ſuſpicious of all Men, that he caſt off 
all Care of State Afﬀeairs, giving Ear to every Ma- 
licious ' Informer, tothe Deſtruction of many in- 
nocent Perſons. Within a while, according to 
his accuſtomed Manner, he ſufte:'d himſelf to be 
abus'd. by another. Favourite, whoſe Name was 
Tulian,'.and afterwards another call d Regilizs, both 
which he caus'd to be pur to Death, and likewiſe 
many others that ſucceeded them. No. Perſons 


of. Worth were admitted into his Preſence , bur 


being ruled by looſe and diffolute. Perſons, he fell 
_ the Practice :.of all Kinds of Vices and Cru- 
dittes;g nf note rm: | 
[In Cruelties this Emperor was as exorbitant as 
any:of ) his Predeceſfors,as appears from: the Death 
of this Wife  Criſpina, his ;Father's Couſin-German 
Fauſtina, . and. (great :Numbers of the moſt illuſtri- 
ous of-the [Roman Nobility. He executed many 
innocent) Perſons, in':ſtead of; orhers 'who were 
guilty! permitting Offenders and- Criminals x e- 
tre Cape 
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ſcape: for Money ;; and if any Perſon deſird:tobs 
reveng'd-of an Enemy, by bargaining with'Cw. BW R 
20dus for a: certaini Sum of. Money, he was al: Þ bt 
low'd to inflict Death or any other Puniſhment, M ac 
He commanded a Perſon to be caſt to wild Beafts, | L 
only for reading the Life of Caligula in Suetonizs,  C 
becauſe hethad the ſame Birth-Day. himſelf ;: and bi 
commanded. another to be thrown into a-burning la 
Furnace, for - accidentally heating his Bath 'too | u: 
warm. Woeare told ſeveral'Inſtances of his'Cru- | a: 
elties, very odd and monſtrous; particularly: he la 
cut a fat Man off atthe- Middle of his/Belly, on- ill 
ly that he might ſee his Entrails drop -out' ſud- | 
| denly ; and he» jokingly. calFd-thoſe: Perſons. M- 
nopodi; and Luſcinii,, whomnr he' had” depriv'd ofa | E 
Foot or an Eye. He caus'd | the Prieſts: of: 1; .to | F 
beat their Breaſts with Pine-Apples, to: the. Dan- ir 
ger of their Bodies; | charg'd. Belona's Worſhippers © a! 
to. cut off their Arm in' reality ; and ſtain'd the hi 
Service of Mithras with real Homicide: ' He imi- Þ Sc 
rated Chirurgeons in letting Blood, and Barbersin I} ” 
Trimming; ; under which Pretence- he' cut off £ 1 
Ears and Noſes; Wherefore his Jealoufie. of all | bc 
Men was :fuch, that he was oblig'd to be. his own | H 
Barber.. Thus.can monſtrous! Tyrants play with | fo 
the: Torments and Blood: of their - Fellow Crea- | M 
tures: But» in the: midſt+ of: all!his various Cruel | G 
ties, the. Chriſtians happily. eſcap'd' Perſeeution', IN Pc 
and had a greater breathing time than in any of || 4 
the latter Reignsz and Dion: tells us: this: was.by || tb 
the Mediation of this Emperor's: beloved//Goncu: |f| th 
bine: Marcia, "who favour'd their' Dodtrine.:\ We || © 
hear of ſcarce any Martyrs in -this'Reign, :behides I} a! 
Apollonizs: a Noble Man of Riwe::and a\Setmtor; || D 
who p'eading his own andithe Chritiant Caule' in Þf 9! 
open Senate; . was:execured; and likewiſe; his\Ac: || % 


cuſer:; 


cuſer. This hapned in the: eighth Year of this 
Reign ; inthe following Year the Capitot was 
burnt by Lightning, which likewiſe geſtroy'd' the 
adjacent Buildings, and particularly the famous 
Libraries, which had coſt the Ancients ſo much 
Care to collec. Not long after another Fire 
broke out, 'in which the Temple of Yefa,the Pa- 
lace, and a confiderable Part of the City were 
unhappily burnt to the Ground, which Accident 
as the People accounted it, an ill Omen, fo they 
laid the Guilt upon/ him , well knowing his 
ill Practices, which he ſeldom ſtrove to con- 


ceal. ; 


This Emperor now wallowing in all Kinds of 


Exceſs and Luxury, and all Kinds of ſenſelefs 
Fooleries, he fell into new and unheard of  Ex- 
travagancies, ſo as to reje& his Father's Name , 
and in ſtead of Commodus the Son of Antoninus, 
he commanded - himfelf to be ſtyl'd Hercules the 
Son of Jupiter'; and accordingly he forfook the Ro- 
man and Imperial Habit, and in a ridiculous Man- 
ner clad himſelf in a Lion's Skin, and carry'd a- 
bout a great?Club in his Hand. * With this ſtrange 
Habit he appear'd'in all Places, to the Laughter of 
ſome, and Indignation of others:: And that he 
might throughly imitate Hercales in deftroying of 
Giants and Monſters, -he gather'd together all che 
poor ſick Men and Cripples ' of Rome; then or- 
dering ſomiewhat to be ty'd to their Knees like 
the Feet of Dragons, ſuch as the Poets feign'd 
the Giants to have had, he gave them Spunges to 
throw at him inftead of Stones, and fell furiouſly 
among *em, and kill'd them with all 'his Club, as 
Dion aſſures us. He not only aſſum'd the Habir 
of Hercules, but afterwards he took upon him thar 
of an Amazon Woman, which was moſt corre« 
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ſpondent to that of his Life and Adions; .and; 
his he did in Honour of his principal Concubine: 
Marcia, whoſe Picture he publickly; wore, upon. 
that Habic. So to the former Title: of Hercules, 
he added 4mazonian and Conqueror 3, Rome he ſtyl'd, 
Immortal and. Fortunate, and the: World, his. Cols- 
jy. He commanded many Statues of himſelf to: 
be erected throughout the City, and. one before 
the Senate Houſe, in form. of an Archer ready 
to ſhoot ; that his very Images might ſtrike Ter- 
ror into the Beholders. He' likewiſe caus'd; the, 
Head of a vaſt Coloſſus to be taken off , and, 
that: of his: own Statue , which, bore. no; Pro- 
portion © to it, to þe; plac'd in, the, Room of; it; 
and as his Pride was without: Bounds , :{o he 
causd the Months :, Auguſt, and. Seprembrr ,; tobe 
call d Commodws . and. Hercules, and gave Names 
to the other | Months, which, , were. obſerv'd. no. 
longer than-he Reign'd...-He;ſo much affected 
Applauſes and : Magnificent; [Tirles,. that, he ſent, 
a letter to the Yyenate. with ;this Stile.: | 1npera- 
tor Ceſar Lucins, 'eAHlius, Anrelius,i Commodus , An- 
roninus, Auguſtus, Pius, Felix , Sarmaticus , Germa: 
nicus, Maximinus,. Britannicus,' Pacator . Oxbis , Te- 
rarum, Invictus,.. Romanus Hergwles , Pontifex | Maxi: 
Tus , Tribunitie| Poteſtates XN Imperator, VII 
Conſul, NI. Pater Parrie, 8G, 1:1, 1.1 / 


Duriag the; tume, of thefe nu 


i the; 41mg. Of nerous. Irregula- 
rities' in the:City, Ulpins Marcellus the, Emperors 
Lieutenanp in, Brjtain., was! very guecelsthl in 
compoſing the, Diſtarbanges. in{thoſg: Parts; and 


| after: many, excellent Services; was, ungratefully 


remov'd and; diſcharged, by, this Tyrant, Some 
other | Lieutenangs . were; fortunate j againlt..th6 
Moors; and ,Dacians,, and in, ſaving. Pawnovig and 
Germany from being torn, from the wire bf 
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their- own Inhabitants ; But of theſe Actions we 
have no particular Account in the Roman Au- 
thors ; we, have only an immethodical Narrati- 
on: of the Enormities and extravagancies of this 
Emperor , which continually encreas'd and a- 
bounded with his. Years. He became now fo 
mad, as. he. refolv'd to forſake his Palace , and 
live in a, Fenging-School 5; and being at Taft 
weary of the Name of Hercules, he aifum'd the 
Name of a famous, Gladiator deceas'd. His A- 
Gions now render'd him odjous and infuppor- 
table to the State, and likewiſe ridiculous and 
.contemptible, to. the People. At length at the 
Feaſt of Fanus, \reſolvirg to iſſue out of the Fen- 


cing-School, not as Emperor, but as a common 


Gladiator to. fence naked before the People; ir 
haſtned and: procured .his End. For this ftrange 
Reſolution being known to his Friends, his be- 
lov'd Marcia, . his General Letus, and his Cham- 
berlain Eleftus , endeavour'd by all Arguments 
and Entreaties, 'to divert him from fo mean and 
diſhonourable, a Defign. Bur being incens'd with 
them, he commanded them to depart, and re- 
tiring into. his Bed-chamber at Noon, to repoſe 
himſelf, according: to. his Cuſtom , where in a 
Roll or Book, he wrote down the Names oft 
theſe three Perſons , dooming them to Death 
that Night. Afﬀeer theſe follow'd the Names of 
2 great. number of Senators, the Eftates of whom 
he: deſign'd | to diſtribute among the Gladiators 
- and: ' Soldiers, to purchace Mirth and Jollity 
from the' former , and. Defence: and Security 
- from. the: latcer. . Being thus finiſh'd., he Jaid 
the: Writing: upon. his Bed , not fuſpedting any 
Curſt enter his. Chamber ; but alittle Boy whom 
he lov'd; while. he was Bathing. himfelf, inno- 
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cently took up the Writing to play with; and 
going forth, was met. by Marcia, who took it 
from him, believing it a Matter of Conſequence: 
Viewing of it, and finding the fatal Contents, 
ſhe immediately diſcover'd' to Lztus and Ele&us 
the greatneſs of their Danger , who readily re- 
ſolv' to purchace their own Security by the 
Tyrant's Death , and concluded 'it moſt proper 
to diſpatch him by Poyſon, which was Cs 
ly adminiſter d by the Hands of Marcia her 
{af This. immediately caſt him into a heavy 
Slumber, and Marcia to conceal the Fact, causd 
the Company to retire , under Pretence of al- 
lowing him Reſt; but finding him awake ſoon 
after, and taken with a violent Vomiting, ſhe 
and the reſt of the Confpirators, greatly fearing 
he ſhould caſt up his Poyſon, Paſli call'd in a 
ſtout young Man call'd Narciſſus , Baru him 
the Writing, and his own Name among the 
reſt, making alſo large Promifes of Rewards, if 
he would immediately diſpatch him. Noarciſus 
boidly undertook it , and fo this wretched 
Monſter voniiting and grievouſly tormented 
with Poyſon, was Strangled - and Slain by Ins 
neareſt Friends. This was the miſerable End of 
Commodus the eighteenth Emperor of Rome , 1n 
the 31/4 Year of his Ape, after an impious Reign 
of 12 Years, 9 Months, and 14 Days ; a Prince, - 
as Lampridius ſays, who liv'd only for his Subjetis 
Miſchief, and, his wn Shame; and ' as he moſt 
reſembled Demitian in his' Life and Attions, 10 
likewiſe in his violent 'Death, which-.a bloody 
Tyrant ſeldom or never miſſes. - Inhim thee/ion 
together. with the Aurelian' Family was” extin- 
euiſh'd, as the Julian was in Nero, and the Veſps- 
ſian in Domitias 3 and all three by Monſters of 

Mankind. 
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Mankind. His Death hapned U. C. 945; 4. D. 
192; and after this the Roman Empire through 
his Means was involv'd in greater Mileries and 
AAMicions, than ever it was before. 


IT. The Conſfpirators perform'd their fatal Bu- 4. D. x92, 
fines with all imaginable Secrecy and Expedi- 
tion ; and immediately convey'd the dead Bo- 
dy confus'dly wrapt up in mean Clothes through 
the Guards, moſt of which were. either ſleeping 
or drank. And tho' they aim'd only at their 
own Safety, not Soveraignty , yet they took 
Care to provide a Succeilor before his Death 
ſhou'd be reveal'd; therefore the fame Night 
they all ſpeedily repair'd to the Houſe of Hel- 
vis Pertinax, a Renown'd Perſon , who by his 
Merits alone had rais'd himſelf to the higheſt 

| Dignities; but ' had now retir'd himſelf, every 
Day expecting to fall a Sacrifice to the Tyrant's 
Humours. Thys valiant Man being aſleep in 
his Bed, at Midnight was rousd with rhe 
haſty Entrance of Let: and others with ſeveral 
Soldiers, which confirm'd his former Sufpicions , 
and now aſſur'd himſelf of nothing but Death 
by the Commands of Commedus ; and reſolving 
to ſuffer all things with the Patience and Cou- 
rage of a Roman, he laid unmov'd , and with- 
out any Shew of Fear, told Letus, That for ma- 
ny Days he had expetted to end his Life in this 
Manner, marvelling that the Emperor had deferr'd 
it ſo long ; raw lh he bad him, Strike w:ithout 
any further Delays. Letus, almoſt as much fſur- 
priz'd as Pertinax, perſwaded him to Lay afide all 
Fear and Suſpicion, ſince the Tyrant Commodus 22s 
dead , and they came purpoſely to offer the Empire to 
Him, as the only Perſon in ;the City, that was wor- 
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thy of ſo bigh a Dignity. Pertinax, ſtill more Con- 
founded, was in Fear of ſome further Treache- 
ry 3 but the Matter being declar'd to him. at 
large, and the real Inducements they had to af- 
ſaſiinate the Emperor, he accepted of cheir Of. 
fer ; and was immediately carry'd by them to 
the Camp of the Pretorian Cohozts : Where the 
Soldiers being aſſembled , Lets their Captain 
made a ſet Speech to them, Manifeſting the hor- 
rible Vices and Enormities of Commodus, who by 
reaſcn of his Luxury and FExceſs,vas now dead of an Aþy- 
plexy ; and enumerating the many Vertues and Excellencies 
of Pertinax, inciting of them to make him Emperor, 


_ as the moſt worthy ſurviving Perſon, - The Soldiers, 


believing the Death of Commodus to be natural 
and accidental, readily comply'd, made Pertinax 
Emperor, call'd 'him Augaſtus , and took their 
Oaths to him as the Cuſtom was, But Perti- 
z2ax accepted of all Things with Unwillingnels 
and Concern; for he found he was to ſucceed 
a Tyrant, who by his Diſorders had ſo im- 
poveriiht the State, and render'd the Pretorian 
Soldiers ſo extreamly licentious, that he cou'd 
not pofiibly uſe neceſſary Remedies without in- 
Curring a publick Odiurm.. | 
Theſe Ceremonies being. ſpeedily finiſh'd , 
and the Day approaching, the Soldiers brought 
him into the City, where they found the Peo- 
ple tumultuouſly running about the Streets, cry- 
ing and calling to one another, with all the 
imaginable Tokens, of Joy and Satisfaction 
ſome haſtning .to.; the Temples to return Thanks 
to their Gods tor the great Benefit of remov- 
ing ſuch a Tyrant as Commedus, and others to 
the Palace to be affur'd of the Truth, and to 
view his dead Carcaſs. The Senate likewiſe was 
h L, On, 1MNMme- 
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immediately .aſſembled, where appear'd greater 
Tranfports. than among, the People , and ac- 
company'd with ſuch an infinite Number of 
Curſes and Maledidtions , as are ſcarce credi- 
ble. They likewiſe, pronounc'd ' him a Parricide, 
8 Traytor, thar ought to be Scourg'd to Death, an Hang- 
Man, an Enemy. to the Gods , ' in Enemy to his 
Country, an Fnemy to all Mankind, and a Pet of 
the World, worſe than  Domitian and Nero ; and 
alſo deſtroy'd his, Statues, aboliſh'd his very Me- 
mory, and offer'd ,all imaginable Indignities to 
his Fame. 'In .the_ mean time the Soldiers re- 
pair'd with their new Emperor Pertinax to. the 
Senate-Houſe, who nnwillingly . permitted them 
to, bear the Imperial .Enfigns before him , till 
the. Senate had agreed, and given their Conſent. 
Upon his _ firſt, Entrance into. the Houſe, the Se- 
'nators -unanimouſly . Saluted Him Emperor , and 
Ceſar Auguſtus ; and with numerous Acclamati- 
ons.and Bleflings, ſwore and yielded him Obe- 
dience : Which he with great Modeſty with- 
Tod, urging his Inſufficiency and Unworthinc(s,aledging 
by declining Years, and nominating, ſeveral others which 
'he. judged more proper for ſo bigh an Office and Dignity. 
Byt at length being vanquiſh'd by their Impor- 
tunities, he yielded, and fitting down on the 
Imperial Chair, he there made a Solemn_ Ora- 
tion to the Senate ; which being finiſh'd , he 
went forth from the Senate Houſe , accompa- 
ny'd with the whole Body of the Senate and 


Roman Nobility, .ind infinite Numbers of others, 
and went tothe, Temples, according to the uſu- 
al Cuſtom, and_ from thence to che Imperial 
Palace. He was ſhortly after acknowledg'd. as 

_ Emperor in all the ſeveral Provinces , where 
his Merits were well known ; and began his Reign 
tothe univerſal Satisfaction of the whole Empire. 
| Bb 4 Pertinax 


3/73 


Pertinax 
made Empes 


Yor, 


376 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book 


Pertinax was now in the 68:h or 69th Year of his 
Age, when he arrivd at the Empire, and be. 
fore this Advancement had paſt through many 
Strange Changes of Fortune. - He, was of very 
mean Extraction, being but the Son-of an en- 
franchis'd Slave call'd «us, who only gave him 
ſo much Learning as qualify'd Kin for his poor 
Mercery-Shop, which ſoon after improy'd him 
A1o far as to become a School-Maſter- in the Ci- 
ty. Afﬀter which he ftudy'd the Law, and by 
the Aſſiſtance of Avitus, a Conſulgr Perſon, he 
obtain'd Liberty to- plead _ in publick ; but being 
2 Man of Courage, and infſpir'd with a mar- 
tial Warmth, in the Reign of Antoninus Pius, 
he took Arms ;. in which his Behaviour was 
fuch, that in a few Days he' was made Cap- 
tain of a Cohort in Syria againſt the Parthian: : 
And increaſing in Reputation, he' was ſent into 
Britain, and after that into Mzjia. In the Reign 
of Antoninus Philoſophus, heewas made a'Captain 
of Horſe againſt” the Germans, and after that Ad- 
miral of a Fleet in the German Ocean ,. from 
whence he waz remov'd to the Wars in Dacia; 
where through finiſter Informations , Antoninus 
depriv'd him of his Charge; but "through. the 
Tnterceffion of the Pompeianns, he afterwards was 
made, a Senator, and likewiſe Colonel of a Legi- 
on to recompence his former Diſgrace. After 
which he perform'd ſuch excellent Services © a- 
gainſt the barbarous Nations, and againſt Caſſius 
in his Rebellion, that the Emperor openly ap- 
plauded him, and made him Conſul; and like- 
wile gaye him the Governments of both the 
Mzfia's ind "Dacia , removing him afterwards 
to the Governments of Syria and 4fia, the moſt 
advantageous Charges in the Empire, In. the 


ant © 
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Reign of Commodus , by the ' Inſtigation of a 
Favourite , * he was ' baniſh'd by that wicked 
Prince ; but being afterwards recall'd, he was 
ſent into Britain to reform the Abuſes of the 
Army, where by the Mutinies of the Legions, 
he was left for Dead among many others that 
were Slain ; but eſcaping that Danger, he ſe- 
verely puniſh'd the Offenders, and eftabliſh'd 
Regularity and good Order. From thence he 
was remov'd to the Province of Africk, where 
he was likewiſe ' in great Danger by the Mu- 
tinies and Seditions of the ordinary Legions ; 
for in this Reign all things were 'in Diſorder , 
and 'had not the extraordinary Care and Vigi- 
lance ' of ' Perthpax and ſome few others pre- 
ſerv'd the Provinces, the Empire had been ex- 
pos'd*' to the greateſt Hazzards. Removing from 


ick, Pertinax declining in Years, betook him- - 


ſelf to a retir'd Life, tho' Commodus made him 
Prefetf of the City ; and in this Condition he 
was unexpectedly made Emperor ; being a Prince 
not branded for any' remarkable Vice, but Ava- 
rice, which was one Cauſe of his Ruin. 


ne firſt Thing he attempted in- the Go-| 


vernment of the State, was the Reſtraining of 
the Licenttouſneſs of the Pretorian Cohorts, and 
the putting a'Stop tothe Tnfolencies and Injuries 
they committed againſt the People and Citi- 
zens of Rome; in - which they were incourag'd 
by the looſe Life and Prote&tion of Comme- 
ds, whom they- afhiſfied in all Emergencies. He 
baniſh'd .Promooters and Informers , who again 
had crept into the Stare, and regulated many 
ocher Abuſes and Diſorders, which were tole- 
rared in_this time'; {ſeeking to reduce all Things 


fo that Form ''and Manner of Government , 
| which 
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ines. He expos'd to Sale: all, the yaluable Goo 

-and Furniture that Commedus., left y ind him 
4n; the Palace ; but all ſuch as .. that, Tyram 
Had: uryuſtly | taken away from. others, he com- 
mnded ,to , be. reftor'd _ to. the . legal Owners, 
for which they were to.,pay ſome ſmall Con- 
Fderation in , Exchange: He permitted. not his 
Name to be, ftamp'd on the peculiar , Goods 
of the Emperors, ſaying, That, their. Propriety be- 
longed to the State in general. Te: enacted, That 
all the waſt Ground in Taly , and. other. Pro- 
vinces, tho'.. of the Emperors Demeſn', ſhou'd 
be improv'd, and freely. given, to ſuch as wou'd 
Manure and. Cultivate it; to which Purpoſe, 


which was us'd in the, Reigns of the Be op 


he granted to Husbandmen ten; Years Immuni. - 


ty from all Taxes, and Security. from . all fur- 
ther Moleſtation -during. his: Reign... .. He enter- 
tain'd all Men honourably and courteouſlly, , who 
had any Affairs ronegotiate with him; with: which 
and many other faudable Actions this good 
Prince ſo gain'd\ the Hearts and Aiﬀections. of 
the Senate and Citizens, that they all accoun- 
ted themſelves happy in. having ſo worthy- an 
Emperor :. Upon | which Account. beſides, the 
honourable Titles given--to. Him in particular, 
the Senate- intituled his Son Cz/ar., and to hs 
Empreſs .Licinia was added the Name of 4 
gufta. He accepted of the latter upon the Ac- 
count of his Wife's Merits; but refus'd the for- 
mer, leſt he thou'd be corrupted, deferring that 
Honour . till he might deſerve it 3. and by rea- 
fon of his Youth, he wou'd not admit him in- 
to the Court, but causd him to lead a pri 
vate Life. He continually frequented the Se- 
nate as often as it fate; and in his Palace he 

| gever 
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never refus'd to give. Audience to: any. Perſon, 
and at any Time.. His 'great Error ' was Co- 
vetoulneſs, which was moſt apparent in 'his 
Table ; and there, according' to the Inftances 
which Capitolinus brings, he was penurious to a 
moſt ſordid Degree ; which was almoſt the 
only abhorr'd Vice in theſe licentious and depge- 
nerate Times. 


In this ſhort Reign Pertmax: was very ſucceſsful 
and proſperous in his Affairs abroad ; tot as ſoon 
as the barbarous Nations and Enemies to the 
Roman Empire had certain Intelligence that He 
was made Emperor, they immediately: laid down 
their Arms , well knowing the difference of 
this and the former Emperor 3; and many fenc 
| Ambaſſadors to him to treat of Peace and Alli- 
ance, tho' ſeveral of them came after his Dearh. 
So that his Reign, as aforeſaid, was to the ge- 
neral Satisfa&tion of all Men; 'except the Prero- 
r:a Soldiers, who had been ſo-abominably cor- 
rupted in the laſt Reign, as they cou'd not ſuffer 
any Appearance of Vertue : Therefore they foon 
began to hate him for his ſtrict - Diſcipline and 
Regulations, his Reſtraining of their former Riots, 
Abuſes, and Outrages, and particularly for his 
ſhore Donacives and Diſtributions 5 for which 


Reaſons he was likewiſe diſliked by the Offi- 


cers and Minifters of the Imperial Palace , 
who were no leſs corrupted than the other. The 
Impudence and Audaciouſnels of. the Soldiers 
encreas'd to that Degree, that they ſeiz'd upon 
a Senator of a nobl2 and ancienc Houle call'd 
Maternus, and endeavour'd to carry him to the 
Camp and make him Emperor in oppoſition: to 
TOY | Per= 
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Pertinax ; but Maternw being a Faithful and Loy. 
al Subject, eſcaping out of their Hands, fled 


firſt ro the Emperor, and then from the City. | 


This bold Action: of the Soldiers drove Pertinax 
into great Straits ; - but at preſent to quiet and 
pacify them, he made ſome new Diſtributions 
amongſt them ; but all was inſufficient to remove 
the unjuſt Prejudices they had taken againit him. 
Pertinax had proceeded ſo in many kinds of Re- 
gulations, that in a ſhort time the State of the 
Empire ſeem'd to be chang'd ; but he wanted 2 
ſufficient Force to ſuppreſs the Inſolencies of the 
Soldiers, who now having a Suſpicion, if not a 
certain Knowledge of the. Murder of their be- 
loved Maſter Commodas, became more inveterate 
againſt the preſent Government.. And not long 
after their Diſappointment by Maternxs, 'by their 
Incouragement a Senator ;call'd Falco aſpird to 
the Empire, but was ſoon. diſcover'd to the Se- 
nate, who- offer'd. to Sentence him to Death ; 
but notwithſtanding the Offence was apparent, 
and the Evidences indiſputable, the Emperor 
pardon'd him, ſaying, God - forbid, that during my 
Reign any Senator | ſhou'd be put to Death, tho" defer- 
wedly : But Juſtice: was done upon ſome of the 
chief Abettors, which fo exaſperated the reſt 


-of the Soldiers, whoſe Hatred and Preſumption 


daily encreas'd, that they unanimouſly reſolv'd, 
not to uſe any ſecret Confpiracies and private 
Contrivances for the future, but in an open ho- 


ſtile manner to attack the Emperor in his Palace. 


In order to which, a conſiderable Body of them 
was drawn out, who, in a tumultuous manner 
paſs'd the Streets of Rome with drawn Swords, 
Halberts, and other Weapons ; and as their Mo- 

h | tion 
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tion was ſudden and impetuous, they enter'd the 


very Palace without any Oppoſition or Reſiſt-' 


ance. 


The Emperor being advertis'd of this, in great 
Haſte ſent Letus ro itemm this furions Torrent, 
who, forgetting that he had made Periinax Em- 
peror , was very negligent in performing his 
Commands ; but being, according to ſome, a 
Promoter of the Sedition, ſpeedily retir'd to his 
own Lodging, juſt as the Soldiers enter'd the Pa- 
lace, where, by reaſon of the Confuſion of the 
Emperor's Servants, and the ſuddenneſs of the 
Storm, no Reſiſtance cou'd be made. It ſtrook 
ſo great a Terror in all Perſons, that the greateſt 
Part of the Attendants abandon'd the Emperor 
and fled; and thoſe who remain'd , earneſtly 
preſt the Emperor to fly, ſhewing him, How eafte 
it was to eſcape to the Body of the People who wou'd 
undoubtedly defend bim. But notwithſtanding he 
was ſatisfy'd of the Reaſon and Truth of their 
Perſwaſions, he wholly refus'd to follow their 
Counſel, alledging, That to [ave bys Life by Flight, 
was unworthy of his Imperial Dignity, and all his paſf 


Afions ; and thereupon refolv'd to go forth, 


and face the Rebels in Perfon, conceiving, that 
his Preſence alone wou'd Shame and Confound 
them, and cauſe them to return. And this Opi- 
nion prov'd not wholly groundleſfs ; for coming 
unconcern'dly as it were, and approaching them 
in the Court, they all [made a Stand, and gave 
him Time to ſpeak to them, which he did with 
great Courage, without any ſhew of Alteration 
firſt asking them , bat might be the Occaſion of 
their coming in ſuch a tumulinous and diſreſpettfus 
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2anner 2 Then. without any appearance of Fey 
or Afﬀeation, and with a Gravity and Antho- 


rity anſwerable to the Dignity of his Perſon, he 


ſpoke to them after this manner. Soldiers and 
Companions, if you come to Aſſaſſinate "me, and put 
thoſe fatal Purpoſes in Execution, you will perform ay 
Ae neither Valiant or Honourable on your Part, no 
Grievous or Unwelcome on mine 53 having been ſuf. 
ficiently ripen d for Death, both by my Age and Troy- 
bles, as well as by my Fame and Renown. But as fir 
you, whoſe Charge it us to guard and defend yow 
Emperor from all Perils and Treaſons 5 for you ty 
offer Violence to, him, as it ws most dangerous to your 
Perſons, ſo it is no leſs fatal. to your Memories, 


which will become ſo odious, that no Time can ear 


off. the Stains 3 eſpecially ſince your Prince's Adio 


have been ſo juſt and equitable. If the Death if 
Commodus offend youz why do you 'repine at the 
Laws of Nature? If you ſuſpet# him Murder'd, you 
all can teſtifie my Innocence ; ſo if there be any Trea- 
chery, it concerns the Actors not me. But 1 aſſure 
you, that by reaſon of his Death nothing quſt and ne- 
ceſſary ſhall be taken from you, nor nothing reaſona- 
ble and pratticable ſhall be deny'd you ; provided you 


require it without Force and Violence. 


Having ended his Speech, many of the Com- 
pany, being mov'd by his Words and Majeſty, 


began to change their Intentions, and to depart; 


but the Fury and. Violence of thoſe behind 


forc'd them forwards, fo that they cou'd neither 
retreat nor defend the Emperor. In the midilt 


of this Confuſion, Thayſius, a Tumgrian, wounded 
Pertinax on the Breaſt with a 'Launce, ſaying, 


The Soldiers ſend you this 3 perceiving their De- 


ſign, 
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fgn , he pray;d, tg. Fupiter Ultor , cayes'd his, 
Head wich. his. Robe, and ſunk, with. the Wounds zz. prark of | 
he receiv'd from. ſeveral. Ele&#us, and ſome. or; Pertinex. 
ther of his Servants, who endeavourd to de- 
fend him, were likewiſe Slain, after they had 
cays'd fome Bloodſhed (themſelves ; only a Son 
and a Daughter of the Emperor's eſcaped, who 
were not lodg'd in the Palace. This was the 
unfortunate and much lamented Death of 
Helvius Pertinax , the Nineteenth Emperor of 
Rome, after a ſhort Reign of only three Months 
and one Day : One who from the Meaneſt 
became the Greateſt 3 and from the uncommon 
Variety of his Succeſſes, was term'd the Ten- 
nis-Ball of Fortune; and One who did many 
worthy Ads in his ſhort Reign 3 but was 
deltroy'd by his Avarice, and his too hafty a 
Reformation of a corrupted State. Bur 
theſe, and many ſucceeding Calamities, are 
by. Writers, juſtly attributed to the ill Con- 
dut of the former Emperor Commodxs , who 
had introduc'd ſuch numerous Corruptions, as 
were ſufficient to ſet the World on Flames, 
and to produce the worſt kinds of Dillenti- 
ons and Diſtractions ; and in that Tyrant's 
Reign alone we are afſlurd, That the whols 
State of the Roman Empire was chang'd from 
the Golden to the Iron Age : Which may 
ſerve for a Confirmation of that important 
Truth, © That Princes can cauſe greater Mil- 
© chiefs after their Deaths, than they can pol- 
* ſibly do while they live. Pertinax dy'd in 
the 946:hþ Year of the City, 217 after the 
Settlement of the Empire by Augnſius, 193 
after our Saviour's Nativity, 122 after the De- 
ſtructi- 
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ſtruction of Feruſalem by Titus, and 97 after 


the laſt of the Twelve Czſars, which preceeded 
the moſt remarkable Change that ever © before 
happen'd in the Roman Empire. 


CHAP, 
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From the Death of Pertinax, to the Death of 
Alexander , the Twenty Fifth Emperor ; 
when the Empire was firſt transferr d without 
the Conſent of the Senate. 


Containing the ſpace of about 42 Tears. 


I. HE ftrange and ſudden Death of Perti- 
| ax, Was a Matter of great Concern and 
Wonder to all Men ; and was {o much the more 


ſurprizing to find a Roman. Emperer of greater - 


Power and Authority than any other Prince in 
the World, who peaceably commanded ſo many 
Kingdoms, Provinces, and Armies, to be in the 
midit of :- his own Metropolitan City and Palace 
in a Hoſtile Manner, deftroy'd by a few Soldiers, 
not exceeding the number of "Fhree Hundred. 
The Citizens were all in a great Confuſion, run- 
ning arm'd. about the Streets with the moſt ima- 
ginable Wrath and Fury, but came too late either 
to faye the Emperor, or to revenge his Death : 
For the Soldiers, who committed this Villany, re- 
tired with great Precipitation, and getting out of 
the City. to the reſt of their Companions, they 
expeditiouſly fortift'd the Camp with Ramparts 
and Trenches, expecting to be attack'd in a ſhort 
time. But the Citizens wanted either the Cou- 
rage or Conduct to purſue them ; and the Sena- 
tors and Noblemen were ſo far from effecting 
any thing ,; that ſome fortifi'd themſelves in their 


Houſes, and others haſtily rid to their Caſtles and 
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Eftates in the Country, not judging themſelves 
ſafe in the City. Two Days having paſt in this 
manner, the Pretorian Soldiers finding no Perſon 
dare attack them, became more and more Inſo- 
lent, and proceeded to an unheard-of piece of Im- 
pudence : For ſome of them ſtanding upon the 
Ramparts of the Camp, with a loud Voice made 


Proclamation, That they wou'd diſpoſe of the Empire Nh 


ro whomſoever wou'd purchaſe it, and give moſt for it. 
This Sale was immediately publiſh'd in all Parts 
of the City ; but partly by reafon of the Scandal 
and Odium of this Proclamation , and partly by 
reaſon of the few rich Perſons left in Rome by 
Commodus, there were but two Merchants found 
ro attempt this Purchaſe, which were Sulpician and 
Fulian., The former was a Conſular Perſon, Pre- 
fe of the City, and Son-in-Law to the Jate 
Emperor Pertinax;z and the latter was likewiſe a 
Conſular Perſon, a great Lawyer, and the weak 
thieſt Man in the City. 

When the Proclamation was firft publiſh'd in 
the City, Fulian, with his Wife and Daughter , 
were then entertaining ſome Friends at a Dinner, 
and in the height of their Mirth and Jollicy, he 
was counſelld by the reft , ſince he had more 
ready Money than any other in Rome, Not to iſe 
the Opportunity of ſo noble a Purchaſe, and ſo walua- 
ble a fewel as the Roman Empire was, but to go 
immediately to the Camp, and bargain with the Sol- 
dicrs to chuſe him Emperor. Tulian being raviſh'd 
with the darling Profpeas of Rule and Empire, 
immediately aroſe from the Table, and haſtned 


to the Camp, where he found Sulpician arriv'd- 


before him, folliciting the Soldiers to make him 
Emperor , promiſing them a large Sum of Mo- 


ney , with many other Favours and Rewards: 


And the only Impediment was his being — 
4 aw 
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Law to Pertinax, whom they had ſlain, therefore 
they ſtood in ſome Fear of him. Their Suſpici- 
ons were encreas'd by the Inſinuations of Fulian, 
who with great Earneſtneſs advis'd them, To be- 
ware of chuſing One , who when he had opportunity, 
wou'd undoubtedly revenge the Death of Pertinax ; and 
further promis'd them an immenſe Sum of Money, 


which he had mm readineſs, which ſhou'd be immediate« 


ly produc'd, and divided amongſt them ; and that he 
wou'd reſtore all things to the ſame Order and Form 
that they were in when Commodus was Murder'd. 
Theſe infamous Propoſals were at laſt accepted 
by the Soldiers, and Fulianz with Ladders receiv'd 
into the Fortifications, where: they ſwore Obedi- 
ence to him, and acknowledg'd him as Empe- 
ror. Then performing the ordinary Ceremonies 
and Sacrifices, he enter'd the City, accompani'd 
with the whole Body of the Prerorian Cohorts, 
which conſiſted of about Ten thouſand, all rang'd 
in ſuch Order, as if they were going to Battel; for 
they much ſuſpected the People. As Julian enter'd 
the City , the Soldiers with their drawn Swords, 
and many Acclamations, proclaim'd him Empe- 
ror 3 but the Citizens, though they durſt make 
no Reſiſtance, refus'd to approve of the Eledion 


according to Cuſtom, and curſt him, and threw 
| Stones at him. Being conducted to the Senate- 


Houſe, to the Senators then preſent, he made a 


' Temarkable Speech to this Eftect , Tou want an 


Emperor, and I am the fitteſt Perſon you can chaſe. 
Which Speech being back'd with ſo many Soldiers, 
caus'd the Senate to admit and acknowledge him 


for Emperor, and likewiſe to diſplace Sa/pician , 


and to make Fulian's Son-in-Law , Repentinas., 


Prefet of the City, Thus was the greateſt and 


had coſt the beſt Blood in, the World to cſta- 
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moſt Glorious Empire on this ſide Heaven, which 
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bliſh , ſhamefullyexpos'd to Publick Sale\, and 
purchas'd by a Sum lefs than 'a Million of our 
Money. | : : :7) E +1 wy 6a : } 
*  Diduns Fulian 'was Grandſon' to the famous 
Lawyer of that Name, who compos'd the Perpe- 
tal Edi& in the Reign of Adrian, and had paſt 
through many confiderable Offfces, both Milirary 
and Civil; and now declining in Years, in the 
57th Year of his Age, he had retir'd himſelf in 


Rome to enjoy the Benefit of his former Toils, and 


make the beſt of his great Riches which he had 
ſcrap'd;rogether, In theſe Circumſtances he be- 
gan his Reign ;-and as though the Empire had de- 
cended to him' by Right of Inheritance, and he 
had'gain'd the Hearts of all his Subjeds, he gave 
Himſelf up ro Eafe and-InaQtivity;! and ſhew'd 
himfelf extremelv-negligent and regardleſs of the 
trovblefom' Aﬀairs of the/Publick. © And notwith- 
ſtaiiding he was mil&-and affable, - and did 'no. 
Injury ;- or ſhew*d any Cruelty whike. he reign'd, 
yet he ſoon contracted the hatred” ofthe Soldiers 
by his Backwardnefs' in performing his feveral 
Promiſes. The'Money promis'd prov'd exceeding 
prejudicial to the Empire ; for from this Occaſion 
and Beginning, rhe Soldiers' grew daily more'au- 
dacious and 'regardlefs of their Prince ; fo 'that 
theif Covetouſneſs and* Contempt of their Empe- 
fors encreaſitg ; frequently ended in ſhedding 'of 
their Blood,- in hopes of a greater Advantage from 
the next Succeflor, But what added to their ha- 
tred 'of the 'Emperor ,- was' his own- partiettfar 


 Avarice: and Penuriouſneſs, which" Sparrian” tells 


us was ſo remarkable.thathe SR Sup 6fly oft 
Pulfe and Herbs \ and #f 'any*had ſeat him'a Pig 
or Hare, he made it ſerve for 'thrt@Days. The 


People of Rome continually hated him ,* becauſe! 
he was choſen and- rhade” Em pertt by: the>very 
114 "i pÞ. 


Murderers 


*-_- 


—_— 


[4 


* = X "Sx [1 4 } a." _ .» + 1 
— —  — wa RS ET Ss CT PTY 


Bo ors. 


} 


A Miko Dm DIE 5 


Murderers of Rertinex,, whom :all, lov'd and ad- 
'mird;; and; they were of Opinion -that he was 
*Xcceflary to his-Deafh;. often ſaving, That by had 
ole .the Empire, S0, that whenever he .went” otte 
of his Palace,: the. People openly pour'd out. their 
Hprecations againſt him, which he pariencly en- 
.dur'd., ſometimes with Smiles,, beckoning with 
his Hand for them to come to him, and making 
ſhew, of great Love and Aﬀection towards ther. 
But-theſe Ads. of Courteſy wou'd avail nothing, 
bur rather increas'd their Hatred; fo that ſtanding 
at a ſet time, ta behold certain Games and Sports, 
the People unanimouſly proclaim'd' Peſcenins Niper, 
Emperor, whoa then Governor of Syria, 1m- 
ploring his diſtant Aﬀiſtance'to procure them Li- 
berty ; for all which Inſfolencies F«l;az ſhew'd'no 


great concern. | 


The Peoples, hatred of Fulian, and their [3'S 7 


LITE 


t-Offices and Governments, as 
, pa gd: Many noble and memorable Ex- 
pon. Te was belov'd by the People” for the 
Fame of his Wiſdom and Ctemency ,” and the 
Report of. his imizating Pertimgx..in his. Life and 
Government, "Being thus ſtrengthned, in his In- 
terefts, he ealily perſuaded . his 'Army in Syria to 


22 9 


proclaim him Emperor againſt jan; and'raking Niger pro- 
upon him the Arms and Enſigns of the, Empire, <imed Em- 


he was acknowledg'd by the Kings and 'Poten- 
tates of 4//a, who ſent him Ambaſſadors as to a 
lawful Prince. About the ſame time, and almoſt 
the ſame Pretences, Seprtimins Severus , a valiant 
Warrier and Commander of the German Legions, 
{zcing the Empire thus obnoxious to every Man's 
| | EEG =: Power 


peror 1n Syri4 
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Power and Ambition , reſoly'd to attempr it 
azainft the reſt of the Pretenders, eſpecially ſince 
of three, two who had already ſeiz'd on it, Niger 


was negligent and ſecure, and 7ulian hated and 


deſpis'd. Being alſo encourag'd in this attempt 
by ſome Dreams , he for a while conceal'd his 
Deſigns, but in the preſence of his Army ſeverely 
inveigh'd againſt the Pretorian Cohorts, for mur. 
dering their lawful Prince Pertinax , whom he 
knew was much. belov'd by his Soldiers ; there. 
fore he extoll'd Him to the utmoſt, and- eaſily 
perſuaded them 7o revenge the Death of him ho was 
once their ſucceſsful General in oY tm. Where- 
upon the Army immediately proclaim'd him Em- 
peror , which he ſeem'd unwilling to accept; 
but at laſt aſſuming the Imperial Enſigns, he pub- 
liſh'd, That he wou'd revenge the Death of Pertinax, 
and thereupon took upon himſelf the Name of 


Pertinax , which much ſtrengthned his Intereſt , 


both in his Army and among the People of 
Rome, So that at one and the latye-.time, there 
were no leſs than three Emper 5" in the Romay 
Empire, or rather three Uſurpers; . the, former 
having only the conſtrain'd 'Authonity of the. Se- 
nate, and the other two the Power of their own 
Armies. OD as 

The News of Niger's Revolt -and Pretenſions 
arriv'd firſt at Rome ; but Fulian Thew'd no_ great 
Concern for that, ſatisfying himſelf with ſending 
to have him Executed : But underſtanding the 
ſucceſsful Progrefs of ſo formidable a Rival as Se- 
verus, he was exceedingly terrify*'d ; and with ma- 
ny. Sollicitations promis'd the Senate to. proclaim 


him a Rebel, and that the Fathers ſhou'd ſend 


certain Ambaſſadors, to cauſe the Army to aban-» 
don Severus, and ſtand by Him whom the Senate 


Catulinus 


bad already confirm'd ; ſending at the ſame time 


Chap.IV. JULIAN XX. 


Catulinus to remove Severus , and ſucceed Him in 
his Office. But Severus by his . great Policy and 
Induſtry had fecur'd Himſelf from all ſuch” At- 
_ tempts ; and had ſufficiently aſſur'd himſelf of the 
Love of his Friends, and the Fidelity of all the 
ſtrong Places in his Province ; reſolving wich the 
utmoſt Expedition to march with his Forces di- 
realy to Rowe , where he knew how little Fulian 
was belov'd. At the ſame time Niger in Syria, 
not knowing or regarding theſe Progreſſes of Se- 
verus, became negligent in his Aﬀairs ; and ſeeing 
himſelf attended and ſerv'd by Kings, Rich in 
Gold and Silver, Mighty in Power and Arms, 
wholly confided in the Love of the People of 
Rome, and gave himſelf to Feaſtings and Luxury 
in Antioch, In the mean time the March of Se- 
werus with his Army began to rouze Fulian from 
his Drowſy Slumber ; who putting himſelf in 
Arms, apply'd himſelf wholly to make all neceſ- 
ſary Proviſions for a War ; in which he found 
many diſcouraging Proſpe&ts. The Pretorian Sol- 
| tiers wanted Experience and Diſcipline, and were 
enervated and diffolv'd in Eaſe and Luxury : The 
People of Rome and the Equites repair'd to him 
very flowly and unwillingly, by reaſon of his 
infamous Title to the Empire : And the Italan 
Cities and Towns, being For fo many Ages co- 
ver'd with ' the Ruſt of Peace and Plenty, wou'd 
make no conſiderable Oppoſition or Reſiftance. 
The chief Friends of Fulian advis'd him with all 
poflible Expedicion to meet Severus in his March, 
and ſtop his, Paſſage over the Alps ; but Fulian 
being 'confotinded with Multiplicity of Buſineſs, 
and wanting either the Courage or the Conduct 
for ſo vigorous an Attempt, made the beſt Pro- 
viſion for his, own. Defence in Rome. But in 
theſe Preparatiohs he was ſuddenly ſurpriz'd with 

CC4 the 
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the News of Severus's Entrance into [aly 3 and 
that the greateſt Part of the Cities had receiv'd 
him, and yielded him Obedience. The 'People 
of Rome ſeeing the ſucceſsful Progreſs of Sewerus, 


and finding Niger very negligent in Aſia, began 


to appfove of his coming , and . more :earneltly 


wilh'd for the Ruiln.of. Fallon 4. 
Tulian finding himſelf reduc'd to theſe traits, 


 obtain'd the Conſent of the Senate to write and 


ſend Ambaſſadors to Severus, offering to make 
him his Equal and. Companion in the Empire ; 
but Severus not fatisfy'd with a Part, rejected his 
Propoſals, knowing himſelf tobe. of greater Power 
than Julian, though ſupported by the:Authority. of 


+ «4 * 


i4 
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his Friends, ſervilely weeping like a Child, White 


the Meſſengers ſeiz'd on. him, he-thus; expoſtula- 
red with. them , What Crime bave I committed. 2 
What Man have 1 ſlain? But all-in;,vain;, for 
they leading him. into the: ſecret! Baths. ;of: the 
Palace, his Neck, being ſtretched. forth after the 
Manner of Condemn'd Criminals, his Head was 
ſtruck off, as 4. #i&or. relates it, and afterwards 
ſet up in the Court ;., where the Cauſes: were 
pleaded... This was, the miſerable,End of Didius 
Zuliap, the Twentieth Emperor of; Rowe ,: after. a 
hore Reign of only,,,Two Months and Eight 
Days, though ſome lay, more; 3 a; Perſon who þbe- 
ing Rich, Honouzable,and Ancient, ,by:his fooliſh 
and ſhameful Purchaſing: the Empixe',;, entirely 
waſted his Eſtate, .irreparably rut I fs Reputa- 
tion, and. ignominiouſly, loſt his, Lits, :,..,, -- , 
_ JE. The Death, of. ular gave.a geheral Satis: 
faction. to.the City ; and the neargr Feverus ap4 
proach'd; th2 more forward was, each Perſon. in 
teſtifying . his: Sebmiffian. i, The Ambaſladors from 
the Senate: met_ him : on his March, and, inthe, 
Name. of the Senate and People:of Rome yielded 
him Obedience,..gave.him, the Enſigns,of the Em 
pire, and the Title of Augsſtzs,  and.certify'd him. 
of the-Death.; of, Fulian. He receiv'd the Em- 
batſv inthe Preſence! of his, Army,rang'd in Or- 
der, making. Preſents ito. the Ambaſſadors F and 


J 


entertaining them honourably , continu'd his 
March towards Rome ,; where his; coming was 
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Severns mads 
Emperor. 


dreaded both by the Soldiers and Citizens ;. the: 


the latter for making Choice of-Nzer far. their 


Emperor. _ Severus as he came near.to the City, 


former. for murdering his Friend Pertimax;, and: 


ſent Orders to all: the, Pretorian Soldiers to come. 


forth and receive him peaceably, leaving their 
| Arms 


cel 
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Arms in their Camp ; all 'which was readily 
obey'd, in hopes of pleaſing and appeaſing Him 
by their © joyful Obſervance of his Commands. 
But concealing his Deſigns from all but a ' few of 
his Chief Commanders', he attended their co- 
ming in a particular Place chofen for that Pur- 
poſe ; where, upon their coming forwards to pay 
him Homage, they were ſaddenly ſurrounded 
by his Army : And making a ſhort Speech to 
them, he reproach'd them with their barbarous 
and infamous Practices towards the Emperor and 
Empire, commanded them' to be immediately 
ſtript of all their Milicary  Habiliments , depriv'd 
them of the 'very Name and Honour of Soldiers, 
and baniſh' them a Hundred Miles from; Rowe : 
A Puniſhment, though fignal and exemplary, yet 
not equal tothe Hainouſnels of their: Crimes; 
nepacy their villanous Murder of their Sove- 
reign Maſter, *and their ſhameful degrading of the 
Honour .of *He- Roman Empire. Shortly after, 
Severus made' his Entry into Rome with his whole 
Army, where 'the Number and Order of his Sol- 


| diers was both '4 noble and a formidable Sight, 
He was met at the Gates by the Senate, who fa- 


luted him after the uſual Manner, and the Peo- 

= receiv'd hitti with great Bleffings and Applau: 
es, notwithſtanding nothing was more odious to 

the Romans than fuch an armed and warlike En- 
trance. ' Having perform'd the accuftom'd So- 
lemnities, and viſited the Temples , he enter'd 
the Imperial Palace ; and the next Day aflſem- 
bling: the Senate, he. repair'd to the Houſe with 
ſeveral Armed Men. He there made a ſmooth 
and ingenious Speech, profeſſing his Intention was to 
govern with ' true Fuſtice and Clemency, and accord- 
ing to the Preſcriptions of Antoninus Philoſophus ; 
excuſing-himſelf oe aſſuming the wenerable Name and 
| Authors} 
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Authority of Emperor, without their Conſents firſt ob- 
tain'd ; alledging be did it purely to revenge | the 
Death of Pertinax,' and to free them from the Ty- 


ramp of Julian, 4 Perſon wholly unworthy to govern 


that Empire, which be had purchas 4 with Money, and 
nt Merits, Which 'fair Speeches and Promiſes 
ave a general SarisfaQtion to the' Fathers, though 
Hint of them* were not ignorant of the Sub- 
tilty of his Temper as well as pt Works of 


Acions:. lars 

Septimins Srothus was by Birth an Africa, inthe 
City of Lepris; and . was the only Emperor of 
thar Country * His Father's Name was Gera, and 
his Mother's Fulvia Pia , who'had two Brothers 
that 'were both'Conſuls. He was about 47 Years 
of Ape whenthe enter'd' upon the - Empire, and 
bad before attain By bis-Induftry to be Queftor, 
Tribune, Prztor*Proconſul;” and Conſul, holding 
ſeveral Commantds;and Charg&} wherein he pur- 
chas'd * the Name and Reputation of- a Valiant, 
Wiſe and Excellent Commander. He-was like- 
wiſe truly commended for his Wit*and Learning, 
his Prudence, and. Policy, and his - Vigour and 


Hardineſs ; but at'the ſame time juſtly Condemn'd 


for his Punick Craftiand Diflimulation,: his' Trea- 


_ chery and Infidelity, .and his Hatred and Cruelty 


for which he is obſetv'd by Sparrias truly to-An- 
fwer. his Name, YerePertmax, were Severus : In ſum, 
his Temper and Circumſtances diſpes'd Him: to 
the Perf. 


ter'd upon | the Empire 5 but he yigorouſly- fet 


about” the Reformation of Abuſes in the City 


and ſpeedily made Choice of new Men for the 
Pretorian Cohorts and Guards, in the Room! of 
thoſe already caſhier'd. And making a ſolemn 


Funeral for the Emperor Pertinax, in Memory = 
the 


ormance both' of the greateſt” Ads and 
the bloodieſt Seyerities.. He had no 'foneri en... 
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the: good old Man, be more. publickly took. Upon 
-him--the..Surnatne..of -Pertinay, .. fe, gave many 
Gifts and. Rewatds-to: his Soldiers, .and;al{6 to the 
People of; \ Rome 5 '$ and according tO agg Cuſt (ol 
'of New-cteated, Emperors,' made large Diftribuci 
-ons:;and Donatives..., He alfo marry'd two auph: 
ters he had;i-to! Wea Peincipal- Men f Rowe, call 
Probus and) efigies;3::; and, having 2; 7d Jargt 
Dowries/on;them, jhe-us'd {! le 3% that jou 
were both made Conſuls. iN areas, 5; 
timeithere. waz: a &Feat Ak FRY yi ns 
he took ſuch prudear Care, an 
dition, that,,the- Ciry inſhore & por 8, GE 
ently, provided, 'and.ſupply'd 1 whish Providant 
:Confle | was; always. fo c Sal .obſer'd, that 
during all j the; times; FI tus, Abſence, ang þ 
whole Reign; there; never was any. Want, ; 
"theſe; and: meBogther | f bs, Mac 
-1nthe' Space. of qaly T ty. Day's 5-TE olvis 
all poflible a MT 29 on Nat againſt ; E Ny lige 
in'ithe.:Eaſt, a..formidable; Rival, . who, want 
neither) Forggsappr | Yalpprrs to SG his APO 


bimſelf Was grown 'a aged and. lng, and his Chi. 
ew in @ manuer FE anti. 


"Þim, 
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kit, hewrote inthe" fame nature to'the Sgnate, 
orfler'd "Money. tot be 'Stamp'd*with his ' Image, 
Freed "Him Statues and gaye* him other Ho-= 
nouts: | "Theſe ſubtle” Artifices almoſt tranſported 
Albinus ;* who 'vainly ' believing, he ſhou'd gain 
thit 'with Eaſe, which' he defign'd'to attempr by 
Force, loft "his moſt adyantageous Opportunites, 
and. Pe. no confid _— Areem vB SEVEYUS 
was in a full Capacity of refifting him. Severas _— 
with the greateſt IL he con'd raife, and the carb —_—y 
utmoſt Expedition 'march'd towards the Eaft to againft viger. 
oppoſe Niger ; 'who 'underſtanding the Succeſs of | 
Severus, rauZz'd himſelf from his Soft and Luxuri- 
ous Delights,” and with” great Diltgence and EDN 
dition made Preparations to reſiſt him : He fent 
2 confiderabte Force to ſecure 'the Paſſages be- 
tween Europe and 4fia ; and 'alſo ſent for Suc- 
cours *from ' the *Kings of Armenia ,, Parthia, and 
other Kings and Potentates' of the Eaft ; from 
_— from the Provinces under his Subje- 

fo, he gather'& a powerful -and | numerous 
Army.” Thus the World was” divided into two 
Factions, and there began a War as ſevere as any 
in the former 'Ages of 'the Roman State, being 
carty'don in many Parts both by Sea and Land, 
and higfly-'retnarkable' both for 'the Valour of 
the 'Gommanders. and the Power and Number of 
the'Forces. Severus in his Paſſage from Europe in- 
to Aſia was 'extreamly incommoded and moleſted 
by the'tForces'of ' Niger, under the Cominand of 
a'Yaltafit "General call'd e&milian 5 who having 
drawtitogether all the Forces that Niger had' gi- 
ven ' him; and'likewife what he-eotfd:Fevy out of 
the Provinces of H/ia Miner,advantagiouſly attack'd' 
Severiss ty his Pallage'z bur after many Skirmiſhes, 
beitig f6r&d' to a gerieral Bartel; -£m7[:» was with 
much Bloothhed overthrown, atid all his: Froops' 
difpers'd. Afﬀtes 
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Aﬀeer this Battel, the vanquiſh'd Troops. which 
eſcap'd, retired all to Niger , who with all hi 
Forces was then at the City of Antioch; from 
whence he remov'd to meet with Sewers upon his 
March : And advancing towards him, after ſome 
Skirmiſhes, and ſmaller Encounters, both Armig 
drew up, according to Herodian, in a Spacious 
Plain near. the Bay of 1/«, where Alexander the 
Great firſt vanquiſh'd Dariws. Here infinite Num- 
bers of all forts of People were gather'd together 
upon the Tops of the adjacent Mountains to view 
this important Battel , which in this Place was 
agreed to be fought by the braveſt Generals, the 
greateſt Forces, and the beſt Soldiers then in the 
World. The Battel began with exceeding Sharp- 
neſs and Fury on both Sides, and continu'd the 
greateſt Part of the Day without any apparent 
Advantage ; by which means the Number of the 


| Slain and Wounded was ſo great, that the Streams 


of Water which ran through the Fields wece fo 
diſtain'd with the Blood of Men and Horſes, that 
they ſeem'd to have loſt their Nature as well as 
their Colour. In - fine, After a moſt obſtinate 
Fight, the Experience and Diſcipline of Sexrerws's 
Troops prevail'd againſt the numerous, Forces of 
Neger , pho, ghongh he had fail'd in no Point 
which a good Commander ought to obſerve,- was 
totally overthrown , and in his Flight was taken 
by the Soldiers of Severxs, who ſtruck off his Head, 
and inſultingly carry'd it through the Camp upon 
the Point of a Launce. 'Thus fell Sexenius Niger, 
who is noted-to have been a valiant and. applaud- 


_ ed Tribune, an excellent and expert Colonel , 4 


ſevere and-upright General ; a wiſe and. faithful 
Conſul, and in all things bappy and ſucceſstul; 


but only, unfortunate in; being Emperor, not: 


knowing how. to govern himlſeli in fo exalted a 


Station... 


Ee ee Re ee es ea at «| 


— = _— 


Chap.IV. SEVERUS XXL. 


Station. Severus immediately advertis'd the Senate 
of this great Victory, commanding that the Wife 
and Children of Niger ſhou'd be baniſh'd from 
Rome, and as a Conqueror perform'd his Pleaſure 
upon the Vanquiſh'd , deſtroying without mercy 
oreat Numbers of thoſe who had join'd with Ni- 
ger; and particularly demoliſh'd the Great City 
Antioch, which. in a ſpecial manner had aided and 
affiſted his Adverſary. On the contrary, he gave 
large Gifts and Rewards to fuch as had been fer- 
viceable to him, ſpeedily repairing the Damages 
which ſeveral Cities of his Party had ſuſtain'd from 
the Forces of Niger ; and in all theſe Acions, 'as 
no Man cou'd ſhew himſelf more ſevere in pu- 
niſhing Offences, and perſecuting Enemies, fo no 
Man more grateful and bountiful in rewarding of 
Friends and Afliſtants. Aﬀeer this Victory he 
found no Reſiſtance in the Eafters Provinces of 
the Empire ; but the Parthians, the Perſians, and 
the Adiabenians, (very powerful Nations,) out of 
Love to Niger, and Hatred to the Roman Name, 
immediately took up Arms againſt Severus, who 
expeditiouſly march'd againſt them in Perſon, had 
many Battels and Incounters with them, and ob- 
tain'd ſuch ſignal Victories over them , that he 
both enlarg'd the Roman Name and Empire, and 
eſtabliſh'd Peace in the Zaf. 

Aﬀter theſe ſeveral Succeſſes, Severus now con- 
ſulted how he might beſt ſecure the-Empire to his 
Family , which could not be throughly effected 
while Albinus continu'd Czſar, and-had fo good a 
Title to it ; having beſides gain'd the Aﬀections 
of many of the Nobility, -who judg'd him more 
worthy of the Empire than Him who now pof- 


Fd it. For which Reaſons Severus refolv'd to 


remove him ; but judging open War not ſo ex- 
pedient art this Juncture, he firſt attempted hisDe- 
| {fin 
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ſign by Treachery,ſending ſome Meſſengers, who, 
under Colour of: bringing Letcers, were defign( 
to diſpatch him, Albimus being advertis'd of the 


' Alinus pro- Deſigns of Severus againſt him, prevented the Ar. 
claim'd Em- tempt, betook himſelf to: open 'Force', and pro- 


peror by 
Soldiers. 


Caracalla 


his claim'd. himſelf ,Emperor ;; having a very great 


Force; and.a powerful Intereſt to ſupport his Pre. 


tentions.. | The News of this being carry'd to Se 


werus in the-Eaſt, he being of a 'haughty and am- 
bitious Temper, ſhew'd but a ſmall concern for 
theſe Difficulties ; and ſetting all things in order 
in theſe Parts, ; with his Army he fer forwards to- 
wards Rome, with deſign to-march againſt 4/binu; 
as againſt an Uſurper and a Rebel. And. paſling 
from 4/ia into Ewrope, over the Streight at Bizan- 
tium, fince call'd Conftantinople, he wholly deſtroy'd 
that mighty City, and levell'd it with the Ground, 
becauſe it. had vig rouſly reſiſted his Forces when 
he march'd againſt Niger ; 'and ſo that famous Ci- 
ty continued deſolate for above 130 years, till the 
Reign of Conſtantine the Great. In the mean time; 
Albinus being, advertis'd of Severuss March towards 
Rome, he remov'd- out of Britain into Gaul; where 
with his new-rais'd Forces he. had a very powerful 
Army ; part of which he ſent roguard the difficult 
Paſſes of the 4/ps, to hinder the March of Severus, 
whom he underſtood: was-arriv'd at Rowe, and 
was now. upon.the March to meet him., Before 
which time, Severus, had put] Niger's Children to 
Death, to extinguiſh the very [/Memory of his Ene: 
my ; .and going to the Wars,” he appointed his 
Eldeſt Son Bafſiavus Caracalla for his Succeſlor, and 


made Ceſar. entitled him Ce/ar, changing his Name to Aurelits 


Antoninus, and diſperſing large. Donatives, and; Di- 
{tribucions, to. the. People and. Soldiers; this' was 


done about-the Sixth Year of his Reign, :4. De 
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Severus drawing near to his Enemies, the Wars Severw's Ex* 
began with great Vigour and Severity on both p<dition a- 


Sides, and about the Alps Sewerns's Captains wer 
overthrown in ſeveral Skirmiſhes and Encounters. 
After he had with great Difficulty paſs'd theſe 
Mountains, the' War was kindled in ſeveral Parts, 
and in many Conflits and Skirmiſhes Fortune 
ſhew'd her ſelf very variable, giving Victories and 
Advantages to either Party : Till at laſt, near the 
City Lugdunum or Lions, where Albinus was lodg'd, 
both Commanders drawing together their whole 
Force and Power, they fought one of the moſt. 
ſharp and bloudy Battels that was ever recorded in 
the Roman Story ; which continu'd the greateſt 
Part of the Day without any Appearance of Diſ- 
proportion ,or Adyantage on either Side. Ac 
length the Victory ſeem'd to incline to Albinus, 
whoſe Troops fought with that Rage and Obſti- 
nacy, that they forc'd Severus's Men to retire, fo 
as they began to fly : And at the fame time Sewe- 
74s Horſe fell with him,every Man giving him for 
loſt; ſo that Albinw's Soldiers began to cry YVidory, 
Yifory ! without' obſerving any Regularity in pur-. 
ſuing their Advantage. But' the Battel was ſoon... 
reſtor'd by Lets ,. one of Severas's Commanders, 
who till then with a conſiderable Party had kept 
himſelf in Reſerve, defigning to deſtroy both Par- 
ties, and to ſet up himſelf. His unexpected com- 
ihg in, chang'd the Face of Aﬀairs, and reſcu'd 
Severys, who charg'd with that Fury and Exat- 
neſs, that he ſoon pluck'd the Victory out of the 
Hands of Albinws's Soldiers, who accounting them- 
ſelves Conquerors, had obſerv'd no exe& Order : 
And this was fo well ſeconded, that ſhortly after 


the 4lbinians were put to Flight; and Severns vi- The Over- 
gorouſly purſuing the Advantage, cut off great throw and 
Numbers even to the Gates of the City of Lugdy- Death of 4: 
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mum. The City was ſoon enter'd, and Albinas ta- 
ken Prifoner , whoſe Head was ſtruck: off, and 
brought to Severzs, who receiv'd it with exceed- 
ing Satisfaction ; and writing to the Senate and 
People. of Rome, he ſent it thither, commanding 
it to be ſer upon a Pole in the publick Forum. We 
are told that he barbarouſfly inſulted over the dead 
Body of A4lbinws, riding, many times over 1t upon 
a furious Horſe, and caſt it all diſmally mangled 
into the River Rhoſne, together with the Carcaſles 
of his Wife and Children, whom he commanded 
to be ſlain, All Senators on the contrary Party 
who were ſlain in Battel , he commanded to be 
quarter'd ; and ſuch as were taken alive, were im- 
mediately executed. ; as likewiſe were the Kink: 
men and Friends of 4/binus, together with. many 
of the principal Noblemen of Gaul and Spain, An 
infinite Number of Sacrifices were made to his Fu- 
ry and Revenge, which render'd this Emperor ex- 
tremely odious to fome., and no leſs terrible to 
many others. "07 


__ "Aﬀeer this Victory, all: the Cities and Places 


which afliſted 41binus were ſoon ſubdu'd, and re- 


, duc'd tO Obedience ; and Severus leaving Gaul 
and Germany in Peace,. and ſending the. ordinary 


Legions. into Britain to keep the Inbabitants in. 
Subjecion, he return'd to Rowe , and enter'd the 
City in a triumphant manner with his whole Ar- 
oY, where he was receiv.d with great appearance 
of Joy and Satisfaction, though the People. ſtood 
in great. Fear of him. Here he beſtow'd. greater 
Rewards than ordinary upon his Soldiers; giving 
them not only Money, but alſo ſuch Privileges 4 
accidentally ſtrengthned his own, Authority, but 
prov'd extremely prejudicial to the Publick. For: 


the Soldiers having formerly through the Looſnels 


and Negle&t of ill Emperors ccntracted lol 
| and 
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ahd Avarice, were by theſe Incouragements ſtill 
more incited to violate the Sovereignty, to depoſe, 
deſtroy, and fer up whom they pleas'd. Now Se- 
verus added more Fuel to the Flame , augmented 
their Allowance of Corn, gave them Licence to 
wear Gold Rings, as Equites or Knights, and to 
marry and maintain Wives ; which broke in pieces 
the Reli&ts of the. Ancient Diſcipline, and causd 
innumerable Miſchiefs and Bloudſheds in the State. 
After theſe Rewards Severus enter'd the Senate; 
and in diſgrace of that venerable Aiſembly, he re- 
new'd the Titles and Memory of the Tyrant Com- 
modus, deſtroy'd his Murtherers, call'd himſelf 
his Brother, and made him to be Canoniz'd and 
ador'd as a God: He alſo condemn'd to Death 
a. great Number of the Nobility of Rowe, who 
had been either the Friends of 414inus, or of his 
Party ; producing Letters which he {aid were writ- 
ten by them, wherein they had offer'd their Per- 
ſons:and Eſtates to the Service of 4/binus ; alledg- 
ing other Reaſons and Proofs, of which ſome are 
ſuppos'd to have/ been forg'd. He us'd the like 
Severity to many/Eminent Perſons of Niger's Par- 
ty.; and in this' many conſiderable Matrons and 
Roman 'T adies cou'd not eſcape-his Fury. By all 
which Executions he extreamly inrich'd himſelf by 
the Eftates and Goods of the'condemn'd Perſons, 
-of: which: fome was'diftributed ro others ;| but he 
Principally inrich'd' and advanc'd a Favourite of 


his call'd  Plautian, an African. by: Birth, and his 


Comtryman, whom he made: Przfedt of the Pre- 
torian Soldiers; and afterwards marry'd his Eldelt 
Son Caracalla tor his Daughter Plantina, - He like- 
wiſe ſhew'd himfelf very liberal and bountiful, be- 
ſtowing great Favours upon many others, and-en- 
deavouring to becorae popular and” acceptable to 


all Mza ; and'to that End 'he made the nobleſt 
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Entertainments, and the moſt ſolemn Games that 
ever were made. in Rome, and diftributed large 
Quantities of Money among the People. 

Severus ſtaid not long in Rome; for underſtand. 
ing that Aﬀairs were unfetled in 4/z2, particularly 
that the Parthians had invaded the. Frontiers of the 
Empire , and being deſirous of Honour , and to 
be reveng'd of ſome Kings who had aflifted his 
Enemy Neger ; he with his accuſtom'd Vigour and 


. Celerity departed towards the Eaft, though Aged 


and Gouty. Being arriv'd in 4/ia ſooner than any 
-cou'd expe him, he immediately began the War 


in Armenia, marching againſt Barzenius King of 
the A4trenores, who had been a particular Friend to 
Niger : The King of Armenia durſt make no Re- 


fiſtance, but ſent the Emperor Preſents, fued for 


Peace, .and gave fuch Hoſtages as he required, 


Whereupon this valiant Emperor turn'd his Forces 
againlt 4rabia-Felix, where there was then a Mu- 
tiny, and took and plunder'd ſeveral Cities;. and 
from thence return'd againſt the Frontiers of: the 
Atrenores, and inveſted the City of Atras or Atra- 


mas, the Metropolis of that Country. But being 


unable to take'it foon, by reaſon of its Strength 
and Proviſion, he-in a great Fury march'd againſt 
the Parthians and the Perſians 5 and with' a wot- 
derful Expedition beſieg'd the famous City Creſ- 


. phon, where King Artabanus lay with all his Fam 


ly and Riches. Afﬀeer many vigorous Attacks and 
Encounters, and. much Bloudſhed on both Sides, 


- he enter'd the City by Force of Arms ; and the 


King eſcaping by Flight, his Children and Trea- 


ſure fell all into the Hands of Severus 5 which was 
accounted the: more ſignal Conqueſt, becauſe the 
Romans ſtood in greater Fear of the Parihians, than 
of any other Nation in the World. Severus im- 
mediately went to the Senate, advertiſing ety 

chers 


Chap.IV. SEVERUS XXI. 


thers of his Victories and Succeſſes, and ſent them 
a particular Deſcription of the Countries , Cities, 
Rivers and Mountains he had paſs'd, and what 
Battels and Skirmiſhes he had fought, all drawn 
and painted upon Tables ; for which he obtain'd 
the Sirnames of Arabicus, Parihicus and Adiabent- 
cs, Aﬀer theſe Advantages, he bountifu!ly 
rewarded his Soldiers; and coming into Paleſtine, 
he there forbad” any under the ſevereſt Penalties 
to become Fews. From thence he went into 
Egypt, being deſirous to view the famous Pyra- 
mids, and other ancient Monuments of that 
Country ; deſigning ſhortly after to return to 
Rome 1n Triumph. 

During the Emperor's Abſence, his Favourite 
Plautian, whom he had made Governor of the 
City, put to Death great Numbers of the Nobili- 
ty and Common People, among which the Chr:- 
ftians bore a conſiderable, if not the greateſt Share; 
which caus'd Severus afterwards to apologize for 
himſelf ; declaring, That he had no Hand in 
theſe Executions. The cruel and barbarous Uſage 
ſo generally practis'd againſt the: Chriſtians caus'd 
Tertullian, that eminent Champion'of” Chriſtianity, 


to publiſh his famois* Apology, whichche dedica- - 
ted to the Senate, and the Magiſtrates of the Ro- 


way Empire ; wherein ,' with incomparable Elo- 


quence, Evidence and Strength' of Reaſon he - 


pleaded the Cauſe of the Chriſtians ;, Complaining of 
the Unreaſonableneſs and Injuſtice of their Enemies, 
and the irregular "Methods of their Proceedings z clearly 
demonſtrating the Vanity and Falſhwd of the Crimes 


commonly charg*d upon the Chriſtians,” arguing their” 


Meekneſs and Innocenty, their Temperance and Sobriety, 
their Piety to God, "their Obedience to their Prince, the 


Soundniſs of their Principles and the Santtity of their 
Lives, beyond all- poſſible "Exceptions.  This- Apology + 
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much contributed towards the cooling and quali. 

| fying this Calenture, eſpecially at the Return of 

the Emperor, who had never countenanc'd theſe 

Severities. But not long after he turn'd his Cru. 

elty againſt the Chri/tians, publiſh'd Edits againſt 

them as well as the Fews, and rais'd a moſt ſharp 

The fifth Ge- Perſecation, which was the Fifth General Perſe- 
neral Perſe- cution of the Church. This broke out in the 
F Tn Tenth Year of this Emperor's Reign, -35 Years 
LI afcer the Beginning , or the Rage, of the Fourth 
© Perſecution under Antoninus Philo/ophus 5 and the 
Chriſtians were perſecuted under the Notions of 

impious and infamous Perſons, who deſign'd. no- 

thing but Treaſon and Rebellion againſt che State, 

The Emperors Edicts were executed with that Ri- 

our and Inhumanity, that the Chritians 1n thoſe 

y Days really believ'd that the Times of Antichrif 

did then take Place. Among the Mulcitude of 

Martyrs that ſuffer'd under this Perſecution, were 

Vitor, Biſhop of Rome ; St. Ireneus, Biſhop of Lug- 

dunum or Lyons; Leonidas 5 'the Father of Oryer, 

who was beheaded at Alexandria; Pitamiena, an 

illuſtrious Virgin, and her Mother A4arce//a , who, 

after- various Torments were committed to the 

Flames; and: Ba{il:des, one of the Officers, -who 

led them to. Execution. | | 

6 © Not long after Severus's Return from his Parthian 
nt Expedition, laden' with. the.,Spoils. and Riches. of. 
i= garacals the Eaſt, he marry'd. his eldelt Son \Caracalle to 
Wo marry'd ro Plautina, the Daughter of his. principal Favourite 
WY 2/aucran's' Plautian, having before made. his . Son Partner. 
WW Pgbee wich him in his Trjbunitial, and-fome ſay Tmpe-' 
= rial Power. -. This Margiage! was-ſolemniz'd:whol- 
ly againſt the Incligations.of Carace//a, who \much: 
negleuted her Society .and; Converiation ;.. which. 
caus'd a great:Hacred and Diflention between him 
ang:. his Father in-law.» Plautian..} This Favourite | 


- 
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finding himſelf rais'd. to the greateſt Height, and 
that he was the richeſt and mightieft Man in the 
Empire z and fikewiſe perceiving that Severus was 
aged and declining, and dreading the Conſe- 
quence of his Son's Succeſlion, he reſoly'd to de- 
ſtroy both Father and Son,in order to make himſelf 
Emperor; and to effe&t this Deſign, he made 
choice of a Tribune of the Pr#torian Cohorts, of 
which he himfelf was Commander. But this 
Treaſon was ſoon diſcover'd by the ſame Tri- 
bune to Severus, who receiv'd it as an incredible 
Story, conceiving it only to be ſome Practice of 
his Sons, who fo much hated Plrutian. But be- 
ing fully afſur d of the Truth of this Matter, it 
was determin'd that this Tribune ſhou'd go and 
bring Plaatian into the Emperor's Chamber.. The 
Tribune coming to Plantian, told him a formal 
Relation of his killing Severus and Caracalla ; and 
if he pleas d to accompany him , he ſhou'd {ee them 
both dead together : Upon the Delivery of which 
Meſſage he faluted him” as Emperor. As Plau- 
tiay eagetly defir'd their Deaths, he readily gave 
Credit to his words, and haſtily went with che 


Tribune , who late at Night brought him into 


the Emperor's Chamber ; where he found the 
Emperor and his Son amotig ſeveral of their 
principal Friends,” and the Chamber. full of light- 
ed Torches, This unexpected Sight much coh- 
founded Plautidqn , who being demanded by.the 
Emperor,” t/hat Buſmeſs brought him thither at, that 


 wiſeaſonable Time , not knowing what. to anfwer, 
confeſs'd* his' Error, and crav'd' his Pardon ; but 


the Fury of Caracala was ſo great, that no Sup- 
plications 'cot'd be heard, but his Sword put an 
End to his Treaſon and Villany, .which had been 
notorious to the' utmoſt Degree. 
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Severus having eſcap'd this Danger, ſpent a con- 
ſiderable time in viſiting ſome Cities in {aly, in 
hearing Complaints,and doing of Juſtice;in which 
he is deſervedly applauded by all Writers, being 
particularly ſo exact as to Places of Truſt, that he 
permitted no Man in his Dominions to fell his 
Honours and Dignities. Returning to. Rome , he 
celebrated the grand Secular Games, which were 
the moſt Solemn and Magnificent of all others 
among the Romans, it being in the Twelfth Year 
of his Reign, and an Hundred and twenty Years 
ſince. they were laſt folemniz'd by the Emperor 
Domitiav. "Theſe are believ'd to have given Occa- 
ſion to Tertullian to write his. Book , de Spe&aculs, 
and likewiſe that , de Idololatria. The Emperar 
likewife ereted many noble Works and Buildings 
in Roe, and other Cities, took great care of the 
Publick ; and, notwithſtanding his Cruelty and 
Avarice, he perform'd many Parts of -a wiſe Go- 
vernor, and a worthy Prince. He took ſuch an 
exact Order in the Preſervation of his Treaſury, 
and was ſo covetous in gathering it together, that 
notwithſtanding his large Expences, and his infi- 
nite Gifts and Rewards, he left behind him more 
Money and Treaſure in his Exchequer than an 
of his Predeceffors. .He kept and maintain'd fo 
many Legions of : Soldiers, that there was no 
cauſe. to fear any Foreign King or Nation in the 
World; and was ſo careful of Proviſions, that he 


"lefr_ in Rowe ſuch Quantities of Wheat, Wine, 


and Oyl, as were ſufficient to maintain and ſup- 
ply the City for five Years. But his greateſt Care 
and Concern was for his two Sons, Caracalla and 
Geta, to educate them according to their Quality 
and Dignity in all worthy and virtuous Exerciles, 
and to eſtabliſh' a laſting Amity. between them , 


for they had often violent Heats and Diſſentions. 


And 
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manner inveſted them in the Empire 3 whence in 
ſome Ancient Inſcriptions, Severus, and his two 
Sons are put together, under the Title of Auguſts 
and Emperors. This was done about the Sixteenth 
Year of his Reign, A. D. 208. 


1 


409 
And deſigning the Empire for them both, he de- Caracalla and 


dar'd them his Succeſlors conjointly, and in a —ragemgy rn 


pire. 


| About the ſame time the Emperor receiv'd Ad- 


vice, That the Northern Inhabitants of Britam 
were up in Arms, and had been ſo ſucceſsful, that 
the ſtanding Legions were in Danger of being 
deſtroy'd , or conſtrain'd to. fly the Province , 
which gave him great uneaſineſs. But that the 
Empire in his Reign ſhou'd not be diminiſh'd by 
the loſs of an Iſland of ſuch great Importance, 
he reſolv'd to go thither in Perſon, though aged 


and gouty; and the better to. prevent the Enmity Severns's Ex- 
and Irregularities of his Sons, he took them along P 


with him. The Britains underſtanding the Em- 
peror's Approach, and dreading his Power, of- 
fer'd him an honourable Peace ; but the old Em- 
peror had ſuch an inſatiable Deſire to obtain the 
lorious Title of Britaznicas, that he refus'd their 
Fonolals Upon his Entrance into the Country, 


he left his Son Geta in. the Southern Parts of the. 


Province., which had continued in Obedience, 
and- march'd with his Son Caracalla againſt the 
Northern Britains and Caledonians, where with the 
cutting down Woods, making of Bridges, drying 
up Meers, the Enemies Ambulcades, and Sickneſs, 
he loſt Fifty thouſand Men,according to Dion. The 
old Emperor encounter'd theſe Miſeries and Dif- 
hiculties: with exceeding; Bravery, and, proſecuted 
his Attempts with ſuch :a vigorous Reſolution, 


that he forc'd them to a Peace,with the, delivery of 


a conſiderable Part of their Country, with all their 
Arms and Weapons, And for the better ſecurity 


of 


edirion into 
Britain. 
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of Britain, he built, or rather much improy'd 


that famous Wall begun by the Emperor 4drian, 


which he made anſ{werable to the Power. and 
Grandeur of the Roman Empire. At the end of 
each Mile was a Tower, and between each Tower, 
Pipes of Brafs in the Wall convey'd the leaſt Sound 
from Garifon to Garifon without Interruption; 
ſo that the News of approaching Enemies was 
immediately ſpread over the Borders, and occa- 
ſion'd Proviſion to be made for Reſiſtance. For this, 
and his Victories, he aſſum'd the Title of Britan- 
nicus Maximus , Cauſing that Inſcription to be 
ftamp'd upon his own, and his Sons Coyns. The 
Emperor after this retir'd himſelf at Eboricum or 
York , leaving the Work to be finiſh'd by his Son 
Caracalla, who by his Popularity to the Soldiers, 
and his excefiive Looſneſs, gave an Occaſion to 
the Caledenians to break their Articles, and Revolt; 
which ſo enrag'd the diſtemper'd Emperor , that 
he gave Commands to make a general Maſlacre 
without Diftin&tion, which: was executed with ex- 
ceeding Severity. 

Severus having been nigh two Years in Britain, 
at Eboricum he grew weak, partly with Age and 


' Travel, and partly with Grief for the irreclaim- 


able Life of his eldeſt Son ; and daily declining, 
he underſtood that the Soldiers had declar'd him 


Emperor. This ſo rous'd Him, that he got him- 


ſelf immediately into his Litter, and commanded 
the new Emperor, with the Tribunes and Centu- 
rions, to be forthwith brought before him, who 
were -all fo confounded with the Majeſty of hs 
Looks,that they implor'd Pardon upon their Knees 


- Whereuport he laid his Harids upon” his owt 


Head,crying, Krow,that it is thi" Head that Govern, 
ant not the Feet, and ſo" difmiſt' thern; His Di- 
ſtemper encreafing, and'pergeiving his Death ap- 
| | __ proachinh 
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proaching, he cri'd out, I hawe been all that a Man 
can be,- but it is of no uſe to me now. And ordering 
his Urn to be brought, wherein his Aſhes were to 
be incios'd , and taking it in his Hands , L:trle 
Urn, faid he, thou ſhalt now contain what the whole 
World cou'd not before. After. this calling his Sons 
and his Friends about him , he made this remark- 
able Speech to them ,. When I took the Empire upon 
me, 1 found it declining and languiſhing ; and now 
being aged and decrepid, I leave it in a State firm and 
latmg to my Sons, if they prove Good ; if otherwiſe, 
feeble and ſinking. His Pains WICCA, eſpecially 
in his Feet, he in vain call'd for Poyſon, accord- 


ing to Au. Vitor, and then glutted himſelf with The Death 
groſs Meats, _ which for want of Digeſtion ſoon of Severus, 


ended his Life. Thus died Septimzius Severus, the 
Twenty firſt -Emperor of Rome, near the [66th 


Year of his Ape, after a. turbulent, but ſucceſsful 


Reign of about Eighteen Years; a Prince of  ex- 
raordinary Excellencies and Imperfections, who 
perform'd - many noble: and notorious Acts ; fo 
that what was formerly ſaid of Juguſtus, was aid 
of him, That it had been better for the Publick if 
be had never been born, or bad never did; and like- 


wiſe the ſame that was ſaid of 4ntoninus Phile/0s 


phus, That be had been happy, if be had had no Chil- 
ic, He was. certainly highly. ſerviceable. to the 
Re-eſtabliſhing, and-the Strengthning of a totter- 
ng Empire; but at the ſame time by his unrea- 
lonable Encouragement, of the Soldiery, and. his 
Advice to. his, Sons, to. that purpoſe.,- he open'd a 

ap to greater: Inconveniencies than ever hapmed 
before.. He di'd. in the 964th Year. of the City 
23.5 afrer the Settlement of the. Empire. by. Augu- 


fus,.211 after, our Saviour's Nativity, and-L15 


ater: the laſt of the Twelve C/ars; in which 
ime, we are told, That, the: World. was {0:lewl 
- v1 that 
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that Three thouſand were indicted for Adultery 
in his Reign. | | 


A. D. TIE. Upon the Death of Severus, his eldeſt Sh 
211. Caracalla immediately ſolicited the Army to chuf 
him Emperor alone , and to exclude his Brother 

'Geta : But the Soldiers having formerly caus'd hj 
Brother's Advancement , rejected 'his Suit, and 

«11, 00067 5ggs proclaim'd them both Emperors, and fo they wer 
Emperors, acknowledg'd by the Senate. They were both 
young Men, and born of two Mothers, the eldef 

of Martia, and the other of Fulia. Caracalla was 

call'd from a newfaſhion'd Caſlock he wore, read 

ing down to his Ancles, and was about Twenty 

three Years of Age when he arriv'd' at the Empire, 

In his Youth, when any Criminal was caſt to the 

Wild Beaſts, he was generally obſerv'd to tur 

away his Eyes and weep; but this Pity and Ten- 

derneſs ſoon forſook him, and he became one of 

the crueleſt Monſters in the World. His Brother 

 Geta was naturally of a milder and ſofter Temper, 

and liv'd more the Life of a Philoſopher ; and 
therefore the more hated by him. The two Bro- 

thers being eſtabliſh'd in the Empire, agreed to 

leave Britain with their Mother, Fulia , who ws 

then with them, 'and return to Rome, bearing the 

Aſhes of their Father Severus. But in their Jour- 

ney there aroſe ſuch” Jealouſies: and Conteſts be- 

eween the two Emperors, that it was daily fear! 

one ſhou'd deftroy the other ; notwithſtanding 

Julia, as though the had been Mother to both, 

us'd all pofiible Methods to reconcile them,and to 

bring them to'an amicable Accommodation. But 

all her Endeavours' prov'd' ineffe&ual , and their 


U pon his Guard for fear of the other. Being ar- 


Animoſities' encteaſing 'uport the way , either of 
them Lodg'd and Eat ſeparately, and: each' ſtood 


riyd 
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riy'd at Rome , they were receiv'd with great Joy 
and Solemnity for their Father's ſake, whoſe Death 
was much lamented notwithitanding his many 
Crimes; but in their Palaces they took their Lodg- 
ings apart, and each had his particular Guard and 
Officers for himſelf; and they never viſited,ſaw,or 
ſpake to one another, but when they went to the. 
Senate-Houſe; fo inveterate was their Hatred to 
one another, 

The firſt thing the two Emperors did after their 
Arrival at Rome, was the Aporheofis, or Deification 
of their Father, which was perform'd according 
to the ancient and. uſual Cuftom-z and becaufe ir 
ſo;well ſhews the Religion and Superſtition of the 
Romans, 'wehall: here briefly recite the Particu- 


lars of this pompous Solemnity. Firſt, the whole | 
City,was commanded to go into a general Mourne 4potheofir. 


ing, being mix'd with ſome. feſtival Solemnitry 
Naxt- a pale Image was made of Wax, exactly 
reſembling the deceaſed Emperor,which was plac'd 
on. a ſtately Ivory Bed ,-- magnificently adorn'd 
with Cloth of: Gold , 'and: plac'd at the Entrance 
of the Palace: On the left: Hand were ſeated 
the whole Body of -the Senators in Black/z on the 
Right, the Ladies of. the higheſt Quality in plain 
White Habits z without Jewels/'or -other Orna- 
ments. This laſted for ſeven Days, during which 
time- the Phyſicians reſorted to the Image, as 
though it was areal Patient, till ſignifying, That 


they had leſs and leſs Hopes of the Emperor's Life; at 


which Words the Mourners always give a Groan. 
At laſt, when-they had declard his Death, the 
nobleſt and youngeſt of the. Senators' and Romazs 
Knights carri'd the Bed upon their Shoalders 
through the Via Sacra into the old Forum, were the 
Magiſtrates were wont to lay down their Offices. 
On each ſide of the Place were erected two large 

; Scaftoids, 


Scaffolds, one fill'd with young Boys, and the othe 
with-young Maids, all Children of the higheſt Quz 
lity, who ſung Hymns and Songs in Honour to the 
Dead , in the-moſt folemn and mournful Manne 
imaginable. Theſe being finith'd , the Senaton 
and Knights again took up the Bed and carri'd i 
out of the Ciry into the Campus Martins, where 
was erected a beautiful Structure of Wood, almof 
in the Form of a Pyramid, with ſeveral Storig, 


The Firſt Story was Square, and was a fort of x 


Chamber fill'd with all ſorts of - combuſtible Ma: 
ter, and richly adorn'd on the outſide with Cloth 
of. Gold, Ivory-Statues, and fine. Pictures : The 
Secand was of the ſame Figure, though ſomewhat 
lefs, having the ſame Ornaments, with this only 
difference, that the: four ſides of it were open! 
Upon. this was a- third ſtill lefs, and: upon that a 


fourth, and ſo a great many other: Stories,. ftill 


growing lefs in Proportion, till the laſt ended in 
a Point. The Bed and Statue were plac'd in the 
ſecond Story, which was fill'd with the richeſt 
Flowers, Plants, Odours , Gums: and Spices ; all 


Cities, Nations, and Private Perſons ftriving by 


their Preſents who ſhou'd do moſt Honour. to 
their Deceaſed Emperor. After. this the Roman 
Knights rode on |Horſeback round - this Pile in a 
ceftain Order and Meaſure , according to the 
Sound of ſeveral: Warlike Inſtruments ; to- thi 
there follow'd' certain Perſons in - Chariots; in 


Purple Robes, with Masks on, repreſenting tothe 


Life: the Faces of the moſt famous Commander 


and Emperors among the Romans, Theſe being 


ended, his Succeſfors in the Empire ſet Fire to the 
Pile | with Torches; the Conſuls, Senators and 
Knights did the ſame each to their own appoints 
ed ſide. All was in a Flame in a Moment, and 
at the ſame time from the Top of the Pile an Eagle 
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was {et fly, which was immediately out of ſight. 
Thi= was accompani'd with infinite - Shouts. and 
Applautes 3. and che People believing that it was 
that Eagle which carri'd the Emperor's Soul to 
Heaven, from that "Moment they paid him the 
fame Worſhip that they did to the Immortal 
Gods. 

The Two Emperors had Reign'd but a ſhort 
time before Cardcalla, envying the Love and Re- 
putation that his Brother Geta had gain'd by his 
Mildneſs and Courteſy, fought means to deſtroy 
bim by Poiſon, or any other private Way ; and 
alſo ſoughe to gain the Aﬀedtions of the Pretorian 
Soldiers, making them. many Preſents, and doing 
ly MW them many Favours, withal giving them leave to 
0: live accarding to their Pleaſure. So that the City 
1 WF foon found: the ill Effects of a State being go- 
il W vern'd by Ewo Princes of equal Power and Au- 
in FF thority, and fo contrary in their Tempers, that 
ie WF they continually practis'd each other's Death ; in 
it W Matters of Juſtice and Adminiſtration were ever 
ul JJ contrary in- Opinion ; and in chuſing of Com- 
y © manders, and Governors, each ſought” to prefer 
0 WF bis own particular Friends. and Favourites, as 
" | likewiſe they. did in the Eleftions of Conſuls 
a F and other. Magiſtrates , which caus'd all things 
© WF to ſucceed according to Favour and Contention. 
k & By which means inſupportable Injuries and Di- 
i W forders were daily committed, either of them 
& F perfecuting the 'contrary Faction, without darin 

'- puniſh thoſe. of their own Party , left they 
| 

| 


ſhou'd make; them their Enemies ; whence grew an 
umverfal Prejudice :to\the City. and Provinces,and 


Indeed to'the whole Empire.. Wherefore to avoid 


theſe dangerous Inconveniences , ſome propos'd 
to them:to. make a Diviſion of che Empire, parti- 
Cularly that Caraca/la thou'd remain in Reme, and 
| gOVert 
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Caracalla Sole 
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govern the ' Weſt, and that Gets ſhou'd govern 
Aſia and all the Eaſt. But this hopeful Projet 
prov'd altogether ineffectual ; for Fulia the Mo. 
ther of Gera prevented it, not doubting but to 
draw them to ſome Compoſition, and Eſtabliſh 
a mutual Friendſhip between them. But when 
ſhe had almoſt affur'd her ſelf of a laſting Con- 
cord and Agreement, Caracalla, 'who deſpis'd his 
Brother for his Inclination to Books more than 
Arms, reſolv'd in a more open manner to aſſault 
his -Brother, thinking that he himſelf was and 
ought in Juſtice. to be Sole Emperor, purpoſing 
no longer'to endure a Rival and Companion in 
Authority. And with this' impious Determinati- 
on, as they were lodg'd both in one Palace; Ges 
being in the'Preſence of his Mother, not ſuſpe- 
ing open' Violence , though fearing ſecret" Trea- 
chery ; Caracalla., when the Attendants' were at 
- Dinner, ſuddenly and furiouſly enter'd his Bro- 
ther's Loding , and with the afliſtance of ſome 


Gets flain by With him, ſet upon his Brother and ſlew him in 


his Mother's Arms, before he was able to put him- 
ſelf in any manner of Defence, or cou'd be re- 


liev/d by others. This was the unfortunate End 


of Geta, after a joint and uneaſy Reign of one 
Year and-22 Days ; bing deſtroy'd by a-Monſter 
_ obſery'd no” Laws but thoſe of ' his - own 
Luſts. Pref O08] F-09470 


IV. Caracalla having committed this deteftable 
Murder, with great haſte and Precipitation left the 
Palace, ſurrounded with his Friends and 'Servants, 
and with a great Shew of 'Amazement cry'd out, 
That his Brother wou'd have ſlain bim , that nothin 
but his Innocence had preſery'd him from the pics 


Danger, And calling to his Guard, he command- 
ed them to convey him immediately to the Prete- 
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rian Cohorts , where he might remain in ſafety ; 


for while he; continu'd in the City , he was in 
great Danger of his Life. They who heard him, 


not knowing what had paſt, believ'd his Words-; 
and both.they and many others follow'd him., all 
People beginning to be much concern'd to ſee their 
Emperor retire in ſuch Confuſion and Diſorder out 
of the City. Upon his arrival at the Camp,where,by 
reaſon of his former Indulgences , he was better 
belov'd than. his Brother, he immediately ran to 
the Place where the Enſigns and Banners were 
fixt, which they always held for things ſacred ; 
and beginning with loud Acclamations , cri'd 
gut , That he gave infinite Thanks to the Gods. for 
delivering him from ſo great and imminent a Dan- 
ger. The Soldiers gathering about him , amaz'd 
at_ this unſeaſonable Coming, he pur himſelf in 
the midſt of them , and with a loud and pathetick 
Tone began to implore their Aid and Afliſtance, 
telling them , That his Brother - deſigning . to have 
murder 'd him , had aſſaulted and fought with him ; 
but the Golls had given him the Viftory, theugh 
with great Hazard and Difficulty ; and that be was fled 
to them from.the Fury of ſuch as wou'd have ſlain bim. 
He ſpoke with that; Artifice and Inſinuation 
that..the Soldiers believ'd him - and though he did 
not _expreſly mention; his Brother's Death , yer 
they ſoon perceiv'd that he had flain his Brother. 
Therefore the better to ſecure their Intereſt, he 
immediately promis'd_ to beſtow upon them the 
fame Gifts and Rewards, that. were uſually gi- 
ren upon "the new, Election, of , an, Emperor : 
And inumediately. he ſent for an infinite Maſs of 
Money , and was ſo. profuſe and. extravagant in 
bis Diſtributions, that in one. Pay he, gave.co.che 
Soldiers, almoſt all what his. Father had been un! 
pltly ſcraping together for 18; Years... By which 
_ ge ied 3774. 08 ood eg E 5 Kd, Wd means 
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and though he met with Oppoſition from ſome, ver 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book 
means he gain'd the Aﬀeions of the Soldiers; 


at length they proclaim'd him' Sole' Emperor, 
approv'd of -the Death of his Brother Geta, and 
pronounc'd' him a Traitor , and. an Enemy to 
the Commonwealth. The next Day Caracalls fur. 
rounded with Soldiers, remoy'd to. Rome ; and 
aſſembling the Senate ,. with” his Guard about 
him; he made-a formal Oration, 'exc{mp his own 
and condemning his Brother's Ptafices ; affirming that 
he was openly afſaultel by him,, and in "Defenct 


himſelf had umwillinghy Fi bin; which caus'd.the 


Senators, fome out of Favour, and others out 0f 
Fear, to approve" of his Death ; and to ' juſtif 
the Murder. However he gave his. Brother an 
honourable Funeral, (buried him in'a Stately Mo- 
nument built by Severus, wept-as'often as he fay 


his Picture, :and heard his Name mention'd ; ind 


being told that his Fratricide might in ſome. de- 
gree be expiated by calling. his Brother' a God, 
he anſwer'd, Tet him be a God, ſmce bes mw 
alive. ag ATC in 
 Afﬀeer this, to ſecond his Wickedneſs with , the 
greater Cruelty , he proceeded againſt Men. of al 
Ranks, as chop they had been guilty, of con- 
ſpiring againſt his «Perſon , committing "infinite 
Murders and Barbarittes. '* He'\commanded all hs 
Brother's Servants to be flain” without Mer, 
together with” many Senators" and £4»ires, Who 


were Friends to his Brother '; and caus'd bis own 


Wife" Plautina”, ant” Pompeciamus , Grandfon” i 
mn Gy =p us io be put''to* Death. , 
cauve che Head þf Bapinizh, the'rehowhed CM 
lian, to be ſtrucken off, for refating” to. writea 
Vindication of his 


indi F his Brother's Dearti, and celling 
lim, That #2b4s"* muth eaſter t6 Camnmit . a Parricu 
than 'tb yuſtify "if; * He Cauſed all Governors and 
"re" He C All "Cab 


* 
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Commanders to be! flain whieh his. Brother hid 
plac'd in'the- Provinces ,, and-Bikewiſe' the" Vf! 
Virgins , afnd-above' 'TI'wo thouſand" others #*whb 
adhered-to* his Brother's Parry. He rook a'pe- 
culiar Delight in all Ads of Cruelty , for that 


reaſon alone preferring Hamibal ; Sylls, and Tibe- 


rius before any other” Commanders ; and know- 
ing well "that he'-cou'd nor: make himfeit- more 
beauciful; he took the Advantage of 'making him- 
ſelf appear more'tetrible, and like Cil;pula, affect- 
& a cruel and fufious Countenance. The Peo- 
pe were likewiſe. miſetably opprefs'd by his 
Cruelties, and the Inſolence of his Soldiers; more 
particularly at'a ſolemn Time when the Emperor 
was preſent at "the Circenſizn Games , the People 
having derided a certain Chartotier whom-he fa- 


'vour'd, in'a""great Rage he' commanded his, Sol- 


diers to ruſh it} amons the Multicude, and kill M 
who had affronted his Judgment. 'But it being 


impoſſible to fid our the. DElinquents #n ſo'preat 


a Throng, 'the 'SolJliers ſet furiouſly upon all that 
ſtood in their! Way, and cut''great Numbers + 
Pieces. So that he-began+to be hated ' and''ab- 
hotr'd' by all People but the- Prizrorinn Soldiers 
whom he allow and cotttitenanc'd/in all kinds6f 
Outrages { and” te encourage' their Tnfolencies, 
2nd his 'own prodigious Extravagances, he triſe- 
tably hareſs'd thd impoveriſh'd"his Subjects in 
Parts of the Etripire, by his'excellive Impoſts and- 


Taxes : Atid/ he frequeritly imaihtain'd ; That ice 


my oup ht-not to be lollg d in private Alanis, but all ought 
to'go 10 the Exchttyter to be diſtriburtY #mong the Soldi- 
5, When' his Mothet”eook the-liberry tÞ blame 


him for his ſevere Tmpoſts, Ti Yike 4 true Tyrant 


ſhew'd her hiv naked Sword; 'arlt treplHi'd; 2s avg 
a I have this, 1 Will never "want. He delighted 
more in 'the Companies of Magicians and 'fug- 
| | B62 lers 


_ 


419 


-_- 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book1l, 
lers than in Men of Worth ; for perceiving him- 
ſelf hated by the People, he ſaid publickly, Thar 
he cou'd command bis own Security though not- their 
Love ; therefore be neither valu'd. their Reproaches, ng 
fear'd their Hatred, | | 

But afterwards when this Emperor found him- 
ſelf generally deteſted in the- City, he reſolv'd to 
depart from thence., and take a Journey: through 
all the Provinces of the Empire, giving out, That 
he went to reform the Legions, and eſtabliſh the Peare of | 
tbe Empire. And taking his Way towards Germany 
__and the River Danube, there , to win the Hearts 
of. the Country People, he follow'd the Faſhions 
us'd in that Country, Hunted and kill'd wild 
Beaſts, took upon him the German Habit , which 
he prais'd and elteem'd above the Roman Drels, 
and choſe ſuch of the German - Soldiers as were 
moſt ſtrong and active for his. Guard. | He ſought 
alſo to gain the Afﬀections of the other Soldiers, 
by ſhewing himſelf very affable and ſociable, per- 
ſonally afliſting them in their bodily Exerciſes, 
eating and drinking with them; and doing many 
other things like .a hardy Man and a Soldier : By 
which means he became popular in the main ; but 
cou'd not withhold himſelf from many Extrava- 
gances and Cruelties., putting ,certain Eminent 
Men among the Germans.to Death. . Having ſet- 
led Afﬀairs in Germany as he. thought fit, he took 
his Way towards. Thrace , and-enter'd Macedonia; 
where an extravagant; piece of Folly: poſſeſs'd him: 
For here he pretended to be an. exceeding Admi- 
rer of Alexander. the: Great 3, and to publiſh his 
noble Exploits;, ſent , Commandment to ere& 
his Statue in many Parts of Rome 5; among which 
he had one ſer up, with ewo Faces, one refemblin 
Alexander , and the..other himſelf. . He likewile 
commanded his.. Followers .to..call him by the 
| we ON | ame 


Name of. Alexander -and Antoninus 'Magnes 3 and 
by ' the Suggeſtions 'of his Flatterers , he' was 
brought to) ſuch/a fond Conceit;that he conti- 
nually walk'd'/like Alexander with" an awful and 
threatning Countenance, and: like him: bent his 
Head to his [Shoulder ; and whatſoever he'ob- 
ſerv'd in ' the Countenance of Alexander he imi- 
tared | to-'the Life, ':and perſuaded: himſelf that 
he had | the ſame :Lineaments and Proportions: 
S0:that within'a few'Days ,' from a German , he 
became a Macedonian'in Habitz: Fathion, and Be- 
haviour; and commanded one \Squadron of' his 
Army to be: call'd a Phalanx',, according tothe 


| Macedonian Cuſtom, :and many of his Comman- 


ders/to-be;call'd;:by' the Names: of: thoſe of Alex- 
inder.' Shortly: after : arriving in the} Leſſer 4a , 
ant! the;Ruins' of | Trop, : viewing the Sepulchre.of 
Hcbilles j 'he took! up with another - ſenſeleſs Hu- 
mour, which :was: in all things to reſemble: Achil- 
ks, : So:thatrinall Countries he -travell'd more 
like a Player:than'\am Emperor, which Levity and 
Inconſtancy: caus'd the Laughter and Contempt. 
of ſome ,” and. the /Shame' and Indignation of 
others. And heiwas fo extravagant, that in all 
Places where he:-winter'd, or intended to Win- 
ter';-: he caus'd: Amphicheatres and --Cirques for 
publick- Games;,; with vaſt Charge-to:be erected, 
and within|a-ſhort' rime-after to: be-taken down. 

'Travelling.inthis manner chroughthe Leſer4ſza;: 
and: from thence into: S5ri2 , he paſs'd overtinto 
Epypr,dechring his Deſire to- ſee the City of :Alex=" 
andria,becauſe of its renowned. Founder, Alexander, 
though with: Deſign to be reveng'd on the 'Inha- 
bitants for. their Jeſts. and, contemptible Names 
they had given him, conformable to his Perſon 
and Vices. At his Arrival he was folemnly- re- 
Ee 3 ceiv'd, 
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ceiv'd, and with-great' Joy; and: he-himfelf ſhewd 
great-Favours:ro.the Inhabicants;/ | bue::foan! after 
aſſembling; them-to-fee ſame: tpublicki Games, he 
caus'(.'thema :toibe fuddenly. furronunded: by :his 
Soldiers; ;;: and infinite, Numbers: oÞ all Ages, 
Ranks, and Degrees; 'were-cut-in'Pieces,' to: the 
incredible Aſtoniſhrhent and. Terror of: the whole 
City and: Codntry,':- After: this 'harbatrous: Inhy- 
manity at: 4/ixandria;;, he” retirn'd: through: Baſe 
fine into- Syriz $1'and. being 'defirous::to1ignaliee 
himſelf by ſome! memorable Exploit; he fent.an 
Embaſly to Anrebanus, King.of'Parthbia, ta: deſire 
bis Daughter: :i0;Marviage!, :declaring:, (Lhathe 
was/comins ito Solemnize the. Nuptials5- and. that 
King being perſuaded:to meer/the Emperor with 
a fplendid: Concourſe! of unarmr'd | Soldiers::and 
People , he ſuddenly: fet upon'-them *wath ins 
Army; and-made'a/ molt terrible Slanghter, 4 
rabaras” himſelf withs great: Difficultyirefcapang. 
Gaining by-this Exploit much 'Bootyz:and-as he 
thought, .much 'Glarp;-he wmv longs ang boaſting 
Eecrersito/the' Senate; aſſuming the*Tirte of Par- 
ſbicus' $6r-ithib piece; of: Freacheny, 'as-he had: be- 
fceithar of Geraanicus; for tkilling fomie of the 
Genman Nobility: Be ſeemidi now! torregard-net- 
ther zrue' Hohour -noe-Virige,/bur :give -himſelf 
up teal kidds!oflukury and Extravagancy'/z: and 
proczed fofar;i astovattemps his Mother-in-Law, 
Fulia., For one Day ſeeing her by chance;'s 
rather: purpoſely 30k fall her Veil',: which dif- 
olosUiher naked Breaſts:and Beaury;/ which was 
great; | he wich /nowanton} Look! rod: cher; Thet 
ere”ir lawful; he 2vould poſſeſs that Boauty he ſaw. 
To! whom ſheimade-Anfwer ' without any ſhew 
of "Decencyor- Modeſty: ,' That' all rhings were 
Izwfad to Him, 2vbo made Laws for others, and was 
[ubjeF to none, Whereupon ſetting alide. all may 


all 
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and Reſpect to his'dead: Father and Brother ,' he 


413 


reſolv'd to:Marry: her. 'and accordingly celebra- ca: a7, 
ted the Nuptials/'in-publick , ſhortly after , with marries his 


the Mother of his Brother, whom: he had before 


 murder'd.- + 


After this, Caracal/a' enjoy'd but little Reſt and 
Quiet 15: his. 'Thoughts, being tormented with 1n- 
finite Jealouſies. and Suſpicions of Confſpiracies; 
and dealing much with Magicians and Aftrolo- 
zers, :he ſent from) Meſopatmia to Maternianus, his 
great Confident in Rome, ' and Governor of the 
City , ſecretly to” aſſemble 'the beſt Aſtrologers, 
and demand: of them what-Death he was to ex- 
pet, and' likewiſe to know of them whether 
any at::preſent/ confpir'd or: practis'd his Death. 
Theſe |! Commands- were fpeedily perform'd by 
Maternianus,j,who: writing tothe Emperor, either 
by the Advice of 'the' Aſtrologers , 'or -his' own 
Suggeſtions; (told him, That Macrinus, who was 
now: one of bas Principal Commanders with him in 
Meſopotamiaz*1bad: a Deſign againſ# bis Life , there- 
fare the Aſtrologers advis'd him immediately to diſpatch 
Hm: Whicts L2tter was-ſent feal'd and made up 
among others, to be convey'd with the greates 
Secrecys.” The whole>Packet: was deliver'd to-the 
Emperor\as her!was:entering- his Chariet;,} in"ors 
der to a;publick; Race with' others; ' and not bes 
mg willing'to:be interrupted , gave- his'Lecers 
to AMacrinus'to read oyer; and'to give him an 
Account:6f 'the Contents afterwards. Macrinus 


myo fr Letters, "met with that! which aim'd 


at his 'Deftrution'j wherefare finding ' his: own 
Danger ,” he referv'd;.that Letter to himſelf; and 
acquainted «the Emperor with the reſt. ' Bur not 
doubting but Materniams wou'd write again upors 


the-fame Subje&, he: reſolv*dto ſecure himſelf 


by the Emperor's Deftruction ; And fixing upon 
6 165 Ee 4 oRe 


Mother-1n« 


aw, Julia 


The Death 


of Caracalln, 
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-ohe Martial, a ſtout and ſtrong Centurion of the 
Guards, who hated the Emperor for his Brother's 
Death, and his own Diſgrace, he perſuaded: him 
to revenge his Brother's Murder . by: the'' Tyrant's 
Death, which he might eaſily eff efF., being continual 
fo nigh hs Perſons promiſing him-not only Prote- 
dion , but likewiſe. great Promotion after the 
Fact. Aartial readily agreed to his: Propoſals; 
and a few Days after Caracalla.coming from a 
Temple near. a City, call'd Carras,; and riding 
with a ſmall Retinue:towards the City, withdrew 
himſclf privately to; disburden Nature, with only 
one. Page to hold -his Horſe. Martial perceiving 
this farr Opportunity, and pretending that the 
Emperor .call'd - him, ran; haſtily- zo! him; and 
Rabb'd him behind, fo that he died immediacely. 
Though Spartian tells us, That he 'did it while he 
pretended to. help the: Emperor to his Horſe. 
After which he unconcern'dly return'd:to his own 
Horle, and by little: and little retir'd from his 
Company ; but his Flight being iperceiv'd, and 
the Emperor's Death related by the: Page , he 
was perſ{u'd by the German Horſe, and hew'n in 
Pieces. | / | 0421 | 
''Fhis was the deſerved Death of Baſſianus Cara- 
calla,, the Twenty ſecond eror of Rome, in 
the 29th Year of his Age; after an odious Reign 
of about ſix Years, above one with: his Brother 
Geta, and five by ' himſelf 3 who by-his execrable 
Vices and monſtrous Enormities , made- himſelf 
deteſted by all: Mankind, except his Soldiers, who 
for. their' own Sakes preferv'd him. for a while in 
his Threne, and at-laſt brought him to a violent 


and unnatural Death, which Tyrants ſeldom: or. 
never eſcape ; which ſhews there /is. no ſecurity 
mn unjuſt Force and Authority. After the Death 
ef this Monſter, it appear'd, That he had pro- 


cur'd 
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cur'd-as' much 'Poyſfon from the Inhabitanes 'of 
che Upper Aſia, 'as coſt him 220000 Crowns, that 


' he might Poyſon' as. many ways: as' he pleas'd. 
In all: things he moſt reſembled Caligula, and like- 


wiſe in his Death, which was the greater Puniſh- 
ment and Judgment from Heaven, by being fol- 
low'd by that of his infamous Wife and Mother- 


in-Law, Fualia., who being at Aztiech, upon the and of 5uhs, 


News of his Deatty, \in' a great Rage and De- 


ſpair poyſon'd her felf, and ſo ended her impi- 


ous Life. Caracalla died in the 97oth Year of the 
City, 241 after the Settlement 'of the Empire 
by Auguſtus, 217 after. our Saviour's Nativity, 
I2T yy the laſt of the Twelve Czſars, and 24 
of the publick' Sale of the Empire by the Sol- 
diers. 5 HOqu | 


V:'The ſudden Death of Caracalla caus'd ſome 
Tumults'and: Confufion among the Soldiers; and 
not knowing whom to. condemn for this Mur- 
der, they. gather'd about' the Body ; and the. firſt 
that came to have afliſted. the Emperor was Ma- 


crinus, who by: his. Tears and Lamentations pre- 
_ vented: all Suſpicion: For” all People ' conceiv'd 


that. Martial had:icommitted this Murder ſolely 
out. of -private-Paſfion' and Revenge. Soon after 
the Army proceeded to an Eletion' of a new 
Emperor; [for they had no Reſpe to young Baſ= 
flanus. or Heliogabalus, whom. Caracalla is ſaid to 
have had by a Concubine, call'd Sozmws or Se- 
miamira, 'Neece to Fulia, both by Reaſon of his 
Youth,, and the looſe Carriage' of his Mother, 
which made-alt-People doubt whether he was the 


Sar of Caracalla>or no. . For two Days the Sol-. 
diers were in\ſuſpence, whether they ſhou'd fix 
upon” Audentius or ' Macrinus ; 'but knowing the ' 


former to bei'eminent for his Wiſdom and Dif- 
43 cretion, 
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Macrinus, and 
his Son Dia* 


made Empe- 


at length cloſe him. Brit: Audentizes wilely con- 
fidering the-numerous Perils and;Diforders in the 
Empire, refus'd to: accept: bit 5! alledgirig; his 
Age, and his Tnabilities of governing the Empire 
as: he ought; whereupon-ttey- unmediately choſe 
Macrinus, who'readily accepted of it,and-making 
a flattering -Oration to-the:Soldiers,; he 'diſtribiited 
great Quantities|of Money amang them to:put- 
chaſe their Favour and: Eidelity.! He alfo:nomi 
nated his Son Diademenus for his Companion and 
Equal in:the Empire, to whom he gave the Name 
of Antoninns,' both ta: take-away: the. Suſpicion of 
the Murder'ef Caracall;, who was:talld Antonin, 
and becauſe that Name was highly-acceptable to 
the Romans, upon the Account of the excellerit 
Reigns of A4ntoninus Pius and Antoninus Philoſophus. 
He-likewiſe wrote long: Letters to'the! Senate \and 
Peaple- of Reme, reciting the Manner: of -his-Ele- 
&ion, arid deliring their: Approbatiogrot-itzzufing 
likewiſe many, Solemn Oarhs,7 harghtiwas not” guilty 
of the Death of: Caracalla."Fhe Senateibeing; certifi'd 
of the Death: of: Exracallaz:withaut/mughcantide- 
ration. of, the, Deſerts of. 1{aarmasy] /canfient'd? the 
EleQion; and likewiſe tharef5his.Son and:/Com- 
pamion.,, Diadumenus.' Opilias Matrinus'at;his En 
trance: upon: the Empire; ''was2abopt 53: Xears 
ſlay a Moor by Birth, who-with ſmall-Deſerts,; and 
by:way of Fayour;- attain'd: to: the Office: of Prz- 
terian Prefect,. and now by Treaſon and Chance 
arriv'd at the Empire. fv Fiore 


Shortly after his Ele&ion he” reviev'd Incelli- 


gence, That” Artabanus, Kingof \Partbia ,> was 
coming -down with: a mighty-Power to be re- 
veng'd of the Injury and Batbarity-of Caracalla, 
knowing nothing of his Death.:'Fhis caus'd Ma- 


crimm 
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cretion, and likewiſe his Experiehce in; Warjthey 
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tion to. ftop the Progreſs. of the Parthians, who 
came very-ftrong both. in Horſe.and. Foot, and 
brought. ' many. /Camels | with them... .In a ſhors 
timeithe two. Armies met, and ..came to:a moſt 
bloody: Battle ,;, which, continu 'd: two , ſeveral 


' Days, wherein- both Rowans and. arthians fought 


ſo obſtinazely,: that at both times che. Night only 
parted! the Conteſt ;/and. eirher \Party cr1'd , Vi- 
Gory., 'Vifory! though both were miſerably har- 
raf'd and ſlaughter'd,/ without any, apparent Dit= 
ference or Advantage. AMacrinus. well-knowing 
that-iArtabanus came highly inrag'd with 'Cara- 
calls in-particular, fent.him Heralds.and Ambaſſa- 
dors, certifying-him of his Death before the Bat- 
tes: Aud: if be deſerid the! Amity and Alliance of the. 
Romans; he was ready. 19. grant it. .. Artabanus un» 
derftaiding, that, his. great Enemy was dead.,: of 
which he; hadino; Intdlligence «ill then , readily. 
embrac'd his Propoſals of Peace and. Amity, upon: 
Condition -that'all-ſuch. Priſoners. as were taken. 
by«the: Treachery..of Caracalla ſhou'd be immedi- 
ately.reſtor'd, \which: was. accordingly perform'd, 
and;a-Peace cohgluded ; Artabanus.returning home. 
to:Porthia,and the two Emperors to Aptioch, 1nSyria. 
-Being-at Antioch, Macrmus principally follow'd 
the: Pleaſures of. the: Place , negleRing. the Go». 
vernmant: of the Empire, delaying bis urey t0. 

Rome, though he was. often ſolicited by, Letters 
from thence: to: come, to the City,;z:; And- in this 
he committed:a great'Error for bis ſtaying at 
Antioch was the: firlt Step to his Ruin, where ne- . 
gleting his principal Concerns, he; gave himſelf 
up: to: Riot and Luxury: - Whereypon the ,Romar 
Soldiers, being-deſiraus of returning to the City, 
begar:to murmur and Tepine at his Delays, and. 


Way of Living, and likewiſe to contemn and de- 
| | ſpiſe 
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ſpiſe him. But that which caus'd the Soldiers 
greateſt Hatred, -was his extreme Severity in'pu- 
niſhing them , which in* theſe licentious- Times 
was inſupportable;; eſpecially to thoſe who made 
and deſtroy'd Emperors as they pleas'd. © His Se- 
verity was ſuch, that inſtead of Macrinus, he was 
by his own Servants term'd Macellinus, as much 
as to ſay Butcher ; becauſe he made: his Houſe as 
it were a Shamble of murder d Men. He-was 
likewiſe nam'd Mezertins, becaule, like him, he 
ſometimes join'd- living Bodies to Dead. '' He 
cominanded two Soldiers, who'had raviſh'd their 
Hoſteſs's Maid, to be ſew'd up- in the Bellies'of 
two great Oxen, with their Heads only-lefc. out; 


that they mighre have Liberty to fpeak to each 


other. He caus'd thoſe-Soldiers\' who committed; 
Adultery to be ty'd to their Female 'Criminals; 
and burnt them alive ; though we-are: told 'thar 
his Wife Nonia Cel/a was inſatiable that Way, 
He was wont" to ſay, That he was very mild and 
merciful, when in a Mutimy be: 'puniſh'd but 'one' Sole 
dier in a hundred with Death 5 whereas he thought 
they deſero'd to be decimated, or at leaſt one #m twenty 
zo fuſfer. We are likewiſe inform'd;, that he pu- 
niſh'd ſome by ſhutting them up in ceiled Walls, 
where they dy'd miſerably. - Theſe Severities 
made the moſt of the Soldiers' abhor him ;! and: 
the ſenſe of ' Loyalty being long forgotten, they 
grew more and more audacious, and began open- 
ly to tax the Proceedings ahd Attions of the Em- 
peror, and*to_ wiſh his Death, and likewiſe to 
practiſe it, within a Year after they had given 
him the Empire. - | | 27125912 

'But that which the moſt of all promoted the: 
Ruin and Downfal of Macrinus was the Contr: 
vances and Artifices -of Mzſa, Siſter to the:late' 
Empereſs F«/ia, a Woman of great Subtilty and 
Policy, 
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Policy, who ever ſince the Death of Caracalla 
continu'd in a City of Phenicia call'd Eme/a, not 
far diſtant from Antioch , and Macrinus's Army. 
This Woman had two Daughters, Semiamira and 
Mammaa : The former had a Son nam'd Baſjia- 
nus, fourteen Years of Age; and the latter ano- 
ther call'd Alexianus, rwo Years younger. All 
theſe were then with Me#/a at Emez/a,; in which 
City ſhe made both her Grandfons Priefts of a 
magnificent Temple, formerly erected to the Me- 
mory of Fauſtinia, Empereſs to Antoninus Philoſo- 
| phus, and now dedicated to the Sun. Baſſianius 
; the Eldeſt was particularly call'd Helwgatalus , 
Which in the Phznician Language fignity'd, 4 
Prieſt of the Sun ; and by reaſon of his great Beay- 
ty was much admir'd by the Roman Soldiers. 
This was ſoon perceiv'd by Mz/a, who being ve- 
ry rich in Gold and Jewels by means of her great 
Bribes and Gratuities in former Reigns, gave ma- 
ny Gifts and Preſents to the Roman,Soldiers who 

frequently repair'd to this Temple, both from the 
Gariſon in the City, and from the Camp of Ma- 
crinus. She often ſhew'd them her Grandſon He- 
liogabalus, and as. often told them , Thor both He 
and his Cozen or Brother Alexianus were begotten by 
Caracalla, whom Macrinus had ſlain by Treaſon x 

which they believing, ſeveral by Sight, and others - 
by Report, began. to affect him, and to deſire 
him for their Emperor. On the contrary, Ma- 
crinus being generally: hated by the Soldiers, ſome 
Colonels and Captains near Eme{a, mov'd by the 
large Preſents and Promiſes of Meſa, the greateſt 
Part agreed, That ſheſhou'd ſend Heliogabalus in- 
to their particular Camp , and they wou'd pro- 
claim him Emperor, $1 SBeapet this ſubtle Pro- 
uk ,» being well acquainted with Emperors 
Courts, immediately took her Grandſon by the 
pa. nei =" Hand, 
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ſers up for 
Emperor. 
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Hand, and went with him to the Camp; where 
he was immediately receiv'd Emperor : 'Thotgh 
Capitolinus tells'ns,' that certain, of Macrinur's Le- 
pions being in'a Mutiny, went firſt to ſeek Hel. 
gabalus. This Matter being publiſh'd abroad, the 
Report of it caus'd' great Alterations in Mens 
Minds; and all Men began to affe&t Heliogabaly;, 
as being both Son and Grandſon to an Emperor, 
and for having the Name 'of Antoninus, which 
they accounted both ſacred and fortunate. But 
Macrinus ſhew'd little Concern, contemiiing that 
Faction which was rais'd only by a Woman and 
a Boy, judging it ſufficient to Tend an Officer 
call'd Fulian, with certain Legions , to befiepe 
and deſtroy them; which mipht have been eafily 
effeted, had he gon in Perſon. The Forces of 
Heliopabalus wete infufficient to give Battel to Fu- 
lian ; but remaining in their Camp well fortify'd 
and provided, they ſuffer'd themſelves to, be in- 
veſted : But :the Soldiers of both Parties often 
conferring together, thoſe in the Camp ſhewing 
young Heliogabalus to the other, put them in mind 
of his Father's Munificence to them, and Macri- 
2us's Severities , perſuaded them” to follow him : 
Whichprov'd ſo effeQtual , that they immediate- 
ly cut off the Commander Fulian's Head, and 
went overt to Hehogabalus.' ' | 

The News of the Revolt 'was a Thunder-clap 
to Macrinus , who immediately with his Son was 
oblig'd to forfake the Pleaſures of ; Antioch, and 
with his whole Force and Power to march apainft 
Feligzabalus. Th the Confites of Syrja and Phe- 
zicia both Parties join'd Battel, in: which Fear 
and Defpair caus'd the et Helivgabals to 
fight furiouſly and obſtitiately ; but 'of Macrinw's 
Side only the” Przrorian Soldiers  perform'd their 
Duty, the reſt were remils and negligent ; and 
a Con- 
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2 conſiderable Part-abandoning him, went ovet 
t the-contraty fide: Whereupon Macrinm ac- 
counting himſelf loſt and deftirate, fled'from rhe 
Batrel; and* Heliopabalrs gain'd the Victory, He 
and his Son, with'fome Choice Friends, travell'd 
with the utmoſt Expedition and Privacy through 
the Provinces of the Leſſer 4/79, and enter'd Bj- 
thynia , with a Determination to get to Rome as 
ſoon” as pofiibly he. con'd, where he knew his Ar- 
rivg) was much deſired. . But unfortunately falling 
ſick -in the City of Chalcedon, he was overtaken 
by thoſe whoin */opabalus had fent_ro purſue 
him ; who ſhewing their Letters and Commands 
to the City, and declaring the Victory to Helio- 
gabalus, were obey'd'; ahd Macrmds Wing ſick, 
void of all Favour atid Friendfhip, toperher with 
his Son, was there. put to Death. Thus uftortu- 
hate were Macrmus and, Diadumenis., the Fattiet 
and Son, who together made the Twehity third 
Emperor of Rome, having reign'd but one Year 
and two Months : All which. was occafion'd by 
the Negligence and Remiſsnefs, as much as Seve- 
rity and Cruelty of Macrinus ; who notwithſtand- 
ing he had the Reputation of a nice, and experi- 
etic'd Emperor , was overthrown and depriv'd 
both of his Life and Empire, onty by an old 
Woman and a Child. This hapned in'the 95x 
Year of the City, 218th after our Saviotir's Na- 
avity, and 25th after the publick Sale 'of the Em- 
pire by the Soldiers. . 1 


» # 


ahd"his Son, Heliogabalus, by 'the Advice of his 
Ghahdmother Meſs, wrote to Rome in the moſt 
obliging arid awning manner imagiaable; which 
was notwithſtanding ill. digeſted, by the Senate 
and People of Rome, who much more defir'd the 
Bo Gover N- 
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Heliogabals Government of Macrinus. But finding they were 
made Empe- unable to reſiſt ſuch a powerful Party, they yield- 


ror, 


ed Obedience to Heliogabalus; of whom they con- 
ceiv'd ſome Hopes from his good Form and: Con- 
ſticution of Body, and the Name of Antoning;, 
which in Rome was highly eſteemed and reſpeRed. 
By reaſon of his Youth all things were now or- 
der'd by the Counſel and Directions of Mz/a and 
her Favourites ; who ſetling the Afairs of the 
Eaſt, haſtned towards Rome with the Young Em- 
ror ; but being conſtrained to tarry in Bithynia, 
- there by ſeveral Inſtances manifeſted his ſcan- 
dalous and irreclaimable Life. He was but four- 
teen Years of Age when he was elected ; and as 
he was the Youngeſt, fo he was the moſt profli- 
gate Emperor that Rome ever ſaw. This Monſter 
had more Names than Hydra had Heads ; for 
while he was a private Perſon he was call'd Varizs, 
from one of his reputed Fathers a Syrian ; next 
Avitus and Lupus , from his Grandfather by his 
Mother's ſide. He was alſo nam'd Afjrius, from 
a barbarous Habit he then wore like ſome of the 
Aſſyrian Prieſts ; and likewiſe Heliogabalus, for be- 
ing a Prieſt of the Sun, as was formerly mention'd, 
As ſoon as he paſs'd for Caracal/a's Natural Son, 
to gain the Afﬀections of the Soldiers he was call'd 
Baſſianus ; as he was ſoon after call'd Antoninus 
to pleaſe the Senate and People of Rome z_ which 
Name he ſo much diſhonour'd, that he was call'd 
Pſeudo- Antoninus,, and the Roman Sardanapalus; 
and laſtly 7iberinus and Tra&itius, from the: man- 
ner of his.D=ath. His Life is one.continu'd and 
amazing Inſtance of the moſt ſuperlative Effemi- 
nacy, and the mioft unaccountable Extravagancy 
and it canhot be determin'd, 'which-was moſt no- 
torious,, his ſtupendious Leachery, his .boundlefs, 
Prodigality, or his fantaſtical Foolery. Of thels 
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and only theſe , have Writers treated ; which as 


_ they cannot be omitted without leaving out the 


whole Reign, ſo they cannot be relaced with the 
Method and Majeſty of an Hi#orian, or ſcarcely 
with the Decency and Decorum of a Biographer, 
Therefore I hope the Reader will excuſe my com- 
plying with the Meanneſs and Baſeneſs of my 
Subject and Materials, and my handling that 
Traſh and Dirt which I cou'd not avoid without 
a total Silence. | 

Being ſolemnly receiv'd at Rozze, the firſt thing 
he undertook was the building of a Magnificent 
Temple in the Suburbs to the Sur, his God ; into 
which every Year with great Solemnity he 
brought him, - preferring him before Fupirer, and 
made an Edidt that the. Romans ſhou'd pay a 
greater Veneration to the new God Hzeliogahalus, 
than to any. other , who, he ſaid , were all. So- 
vants to bis God ; therefore he plunder'd ether 
Temples to enrich his own , and endeavour'd-eo 
hinder the worſhiping of all other Gods bugs. 
Then, that his God might not be deſticute of a 
Partner and Companion, he. marry d him to the 
ancient Image of Pullas, which for many Ages 
had been kept up witch great Devotion ; but this 
Match difpleaſing him,in a ſhore time, he declar'd, 


That ibzs God. could not love [o Martial a Vife, and - 


therefore divorc'd his firſt Wife, and marry/d him 
to Urania, ſaying, It was much more proper to mat- 
1 the Sur and the Moon together. -And for aiPor- 
tion he gave. all the Treaſure in the Temple of 
Urania to his God ; and.\commanded ail-the 
People: of - Rome: And: 1raly to. make: folemn and 
pablick Feaſts (for: Joy-of: this fortunate Match. 
Nor was -he llefs fickle in. relation to his own 
Wives ;: for he had ſix- in the ſhort Time of his 


nage 
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nage of Commodas, for the Enjoyment of whom 
he caus'd her Husband Baſſzs to be put to Death, 
not permitting her to weep tor him. Divorcing 
her, he married Cornelia Paula, an illuſtrious La 
dy, to make himſelf a Father betimes, as he faid': 
yer ſoon after, only upon Pretence of having a 
Spot in her Body, he put her away, and diveſted 
her of all Honours. Aﬀeer this pretending to be 
in Love, he forc'd Aquilia Severa, one of the Ve- 
ſeal Virgins, from her Solitude, and marry'd her; 
which by the Romans was accounted a Crime of 
the higheſt Nature. Underſtanding the Senate 
were diſpleaſed at this Sacrilegious Act, he wrote 
to the Fathers, afirming, She as a fit Match for 
a Prieſt; and that from Him and the chief Prieſts of 
Veſta, there might ſpring a Generation worthy of the 
immertal Gods. Yet he ſoon after divorc'd this 
Wife, to eſpouſe another, and likewiſe two more, 
whoſe Names are unknown ; it being hard to de- 
tetkmine, whether he was more blameable for his 
fifquent and Illegal Marriages, or his ſudden and 
Cauſeleſs Divorces. And: at length, being pot 
ſeſs'd with a continual Inconſtancy, he return'd 
to his Pricſteſs Aquilia Severa, ' Nor did he reft 
here, but he took upon him the Quality of a Wo 
man, and marry'd himſelf to Men, firſt to 4ure- 
lizs Zoticus, one of his Officers ; and after that to 
Hierocles his Slave, whom he ſuffer'd to'beat him 
ſeverely when” he was guilty of any Exceſs ; all 
which'he: bore with great Patience and Duty, 
laying; That a Wife was oblig*d' to ſuffer every thing 
from her own' Husband.” 562 3H ' 02 | 
_ »fHe was of 'a:'Temper ſo.effeminate; and ſuch 
arr Admircer of Women, that the firſt time he er 
ter'd the -Senate-Houſe he/'carry'd his infamous 
Mother Semianirz along with him;” and took 'Of- 
der-that:her. Opinion ouwa 11 all Caſes be pat 
g |  % ticularly 
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ticularly demanded ; and from that time forward 


ſhe ſhou'd be preſent when all Matters of Impor- 
tance were determin'd, and vote as the Fathers 
did : A thing which was wholly unknown, and 
ridiculous to all People. - He likewiſe built a Se- 
nate-Houſe apart on Mount 2uirinale, on purpoſe 
forWomen , with ſuitable Orders, Habits, and 
Places 5 of whom his Mother was made Preſident : 
And their Decrees and Conſultations were gene- 
rally concerning the Drefſes and Apparel of the 
Roman Matrons, their Places and Dignities, their 
Carriages and Behaviour, their Vihes and Cere- 
monies, and an infinite Number of Matters of 


the like Nature. After this he proceeded to more 


infamous Practices, and commanded publick 
Stews to be made in his Palace, for the Conve- 


'niency of his Friends and Favourites; and re-" 


deem'd moſt of the common Proftitutes in the 


City that were Slaves, and gave them their Free- 


dom. And delighting much in the Company of 
ſuch ſcandalous Perſons, at an appointed Time he 
commanded all the Women that cou'd be found 
of that Name and Converſation, to be aſſembled 
together 3 where He himſelf, clad in Woman's 
Apparel, came in the midſt of them , and made 
a formal Oration to them , particularly calling 
them Commilitones, or Fellow-Soldiers z a Word 
tnen only us'd by Commanders to their Soldiers 
when they dcſign'd them Honour, by calling 
thern Their Companions in Arms. The Matters of 


which they treated and confulced, were deteſta- 


ble Inventions and Means for their Libidinous 
Exerciſes ; and to make the Aſſembly more com - 
pleat, he brought with him Ruffians and Bawds, 
who were his Brokers in thoſe deteſtable ARtions 


and Meetings. I forbear to anatomize this Mon- 


lter of Impurity, and to lay open the Variety of 
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| bis prodigious Luſts.and Incentives -: I ſhall only 
add, That he was a Man for all Women, and a 
Woman for all Men ; and that the Devil in the 
Shape of an Hermophradite was not able to, a& 

greater Lewdneſs than he. 
| As to the Prodigality of this Emperor, he made 
it his Care and Study to invent Means of ſpend- 
ing exceſlively, and to find out ſuch Delicacies 
and Rarities as had never been thought of. He 
never fat but among ſ{weet-ſmelling Flowers, 
mix'd with Amber, Musk, and other exquilite 
Odors; nor wou'd he eat any thing but what was 
of an exceflive' Price, and ſought means to make 
a!l his Meats exceeding coſtly, being wont to 
lay; That that Meat was wholly inſipid that was not 
dear boughr, He attired himſelf in Cloth of 
Gold and Purple, be<fer with Pearls and precious 
Stones 3 and even upon his Shoes he wore Stones 
of ineſtimable Value and Curioſity. His Palace, 
his Chambers, and his Beds were all furniſh'd 
with Cloth of Gold, Silver and Silk , cover'd 
with Roſes and ſweet Flowers, among which 
were ltrew d many Jewels and Pearls ; and when- 
ever he took Horſe or Chariot for a Journy, all 
the Way between his Chamber and the Place of 
Mounting, was cover'd with the Powder of Gold 
and Silver, he diſdaining to tread upon the Earth 
as other Men did. All his Tables, Cheſts, Chairs, 
and Veſle!s of Service for his Chamber, even to 
thoſe of the baſeſt and meaneſt Offices, were all 
of pure Gold; and his Pallets and Couches , 
which he often chang'd , were all ſtuff'd with 
the Down growing under the Wings of Par- 
ridges. He deſpis'd all Wax Lights, but had his 
Hall and Chambers fill'd with large Lamps, which 
inſtead of Oyl conſum'd moſt excellent Balſam, 
brought from Arabia and India; and even bis Ur 
nals 
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nals were. made of Onyx, and other precious 
Materials. Notwithſtanding his Clothes were {o 
rich and coſtly, he never wore one Sute twice ; 
and though his Fingers were continually fill” 

with Rings, thoſe he once pull'd off, were never 
usd after by him ; as likewiſe his Plate of Goid 
and Siiver, when he drunk a Cup, he always 
gave it away to him that fſerv'd him that Day : 
And his. Baths, after once bathing, were always 
pull'd down, and new built, and new furnilſh'd 
with moit valuable Perfumes and Odors. He fill'd 
his Fiſh-Ponds with Water diftill'd from Roics, 
and made his Ships in the Namactius to float 
Rivers of Wine. In his Meals -he was proportio- 
nably expenſive and luxurious ;iand that Supper 


which was of leaſt Charge commonly amounted 


to 6000 Crowns; and ſeveral which he made coſt 
60000 Crowns. Sometimes he promis'd to give 


. his Gueſts a Phoenix to eat ;, and becauſe the Per- 


formance was impracticable, he: generally gave 
them a great Quantity of Gold for it. Whenſo- 


ever he travell'd, which he often did for his Re- 


creation, he was always: accompany'd with fix 
hundred Chariots and Horſe-Litters, with-a-great 


Number of Proftitutes of both Sexes, which-wete 


ſomerimes inſufficient, ſince he never lay'd with 
any Perſon but once, except he was marry'd to 
the Party. In his Travels, when he was near the 
Sea, he never eat any Fiſh, but'fed upon Land- 
Fowl, and ſuch Fleſh as was brought - many 
Miles ; and. when he was far diſtant from the 
Sea, he eat nothing but Fiſh, which by Poſts 
and particular Meſſengers were brought alive to 
make them the more chargeable. And for the 
ſame Reaſon he fed much upon uncommon and 
unuſual Meats , imitating Apicius in eating the 
Combs of Cocks, the Tongues of Pheaſants and 
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Nightingals, the Spauns of Mullets, the Eggs of 


Partridges, the Heads of Parrots and ' Peacocks, 
and the Brains of ' Thruſhes and Phznicoprters. 
He ted his Dogs with Geeſe-Livers, his Horſes 
with Grapes, and his Lyons and - Wild-Beafts 
with Pheaſants and delicate Birds.” If he was by 
the Sea-fide he accounted it an Inſtance of Great- 
neſs of Mind to ſink fuch Shipping he found 
there loaden with Merchandize, afterwards pay- 
ing the Proprietors both for Ships and .Goods. 
Being reprov'd by a Friend for this: ftrange Pro- 
Qigality , who ask'd him, Whether he' did not fear 


Want hereafter ? he made Anſwer, Can any "a 


be bettey for a Man than to 'be | Heir to himſelf 
And further ſaid; 7zat he deſid no Heirs, becauſe 
their Ambition of Government would make them 
confpire his Death, 

This Emperor was fo boundleſs in his Prodiga- 
lity that he devour'd all the Revenues of Tralj, 
Spaip , Gaul , Brita , Germany , Dacia, Iilyrium, 
Greece , Africk, Aſia , Syria, eAigypt, and Arabia, 
with 'many other Provinces and Iſlands; and ali 
was inſufficient for his infinite Expences. He 
made certain publick Feaſts in Rome, which were 


the richeſt and moſt ſumptuous that ever were 


known in that City ; and he made vaſt Diſtri- 
butions-among the Soldiers and Citizens, of Corn, 
Money,Plate, Gold and Jewels; which was the on- 
ly Thing which made him ſupportable in the City ; 
'as likewiſe the contitual Endeavours of his Grand- 
mother Meſa to reform his riotous and voluptuous 
Life , and to procure' good Order in the Go- 
vernment. But notwithſtanding all her Care and 
Induſtry, the Provinces were miſzrably harraſsd 
and oppreſs'd; and many Barbarous Nations inva- 
ded the Frontiers-of the Empire. - For Heliogabalus 
gavs all Offices and Places of Truft to the molt 
| | 1mp10Us 
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impious Wretches , and his chiefeſt Companions 
in his Lewdneſfes ; and depriv'd all good and ve - 
tous Men of their Charges, ſent ſome intoExile, 
and took away the Lives of others who endea- 
vour'd to reform his Enormities. He conferr'd 
Honours on the moſt vile and fordid Perfons, 
made Conſuls of the Sons of Slaves; and on the 
contrary put great Perſons upon the baſeſt Em- 
ployments , cauſing the Entrails of the Sacrifices 
to be born by Generals of Armies, and higheſt 
Officers of State. In theſe and many other things 
he ſeem'd to invert the very Order of Nature,and 
proceeded fo far in his fantaſtical Irregularities, 
that he commanded all the Buſineſs of the Day 
to be diſpatcht by Night, and that of the Night 
by Day ; and accordingly he himſelf aroſe from 
his Bed at Sun-ſetting , being falured as other 
Emperors were' in the Morning, and went'to his 
Reſt at the Riſing of the Sun. His ations were 
ofren ſo inconſiſtent as to their Nature, and fo 
deſpicable as to his Quality, that in reciting of 
them we can ſcarcely obſerve a juſt Order or De- 
corum. He' drove Chariots drawn by Elephants 
in the YVatican , levelling the Tombs which ſtood 
in his Way ; He was alſo drawn by tour Camels 
in the Circus Maximus, by forr Maſtive-Dogs in 
his Palace , and by four Stags in publick Plac:s'; 


Sometimes he was drawn by Lyons,naming him- | 


ſelf Magna Mater ; alſo by Tygers, being in the 
Shape of Bacchus, whom by his exceflive Drink- 
ing he much reſembled ; and other times he was 
drawn by four naked Women, and he himfelf 
naked at the fame time. He was fo extravagantly. 
freakiſh, that he cauſed a Colletion to be made 
of Ten thouſand Pound Weight of Spiders , for 
which he gave a great Reward, declaring , That 
nw be had made an Eſtimate of the Magnitude 
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of the City; and at another time he caus'd to be 
gather'd Ten thouſand Mice, a thouſand Rats, 
a thouſand Weazels, and as many Pole-Cats, 
which he exhibited in a publick Show to the Peo- 
ple, for ſome wiſe State Policy like the former. 
His Gifts and Rewards which he gave to his 
Gueſts at Suppers, and to the Players upon the 
Stage, were very numerous and extravagant, and 
as often deſpicable and ridiculous : He gave away 
Funuchs, Carts, harnaſs'd Horſes, Mules, Litters 
and Chariots, with vaſt Quantities of Gold and 
Silver; and ſometimes his Lots were fo order'd, 
that one Man ſhou'd have Ten Camels, another 
Ten Flies, another Ten Pounds Weight of Gold, 
another as much of Lead, another Ten Oftriches, 
and another Ten Eggs. To the Players in one Lot 
were Ten Bears, Ten Crickets, Ten Lettices, 
and Ten Pound Weight of Gold ; and he like- 
wiſe gave dead Dogs , Bull's Fleſh, and Purſes 
of Braſs for Gifts and Rewards,, rendring hins, 
ſelf contemptible and ridiculous. to all People; 
He generally convers'd and kept Company with 
the vileſt Perſons , with whon he diverted, him- 
ſelf many Ways ; particularly he caus'd them to 
fit down with him at Supper upon large Bellows, 
which being ſwell'd and diftended wou'd. ſud- 
denly tumble them .under the Tabie. . He tv'd 
his Paraſites to a Wheel, and turn'd thera round 
in Water, calling them, His Ixionian Friends; and 
allo thruſt them into Chambers with. deceitful, 
Floors, which threw: them: down and fmother'd 
them in Rooms fill d with Roſes, | that they 
might meet with Deaths ſuitable to their Lives. 
He tantaliz'd them with Mock-Feaſts in Wax, 
Wood , Ivory, Maible, and Glaſs ; and ſome- 
times the Diſhes which were provided for him 
were . exactly woyen. upon their Napkins, or 

: | painted 
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_ voted - Alexander. real Son to Heliogabalus , who 
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painted upon their Tables , without baving any 
Advantage from them. Ar: the ſecond and third 
Courſe he caus'd Bears , Pardals, Lyons and 
Leopards, which wanted their Teeth and their 


Claws, to be ſuddenly let looſe among them ;; 


though ſometimes. he made them drink, before he 
trerrin'd them with theſe difarm'd Beaſts. Un- 
derſtanding that the Citizens one Day had ta- 
ken up their Places before Day in the; Thearce 
to behold the Sports, he caus'd Serpents to be 
thrown among them, | whereby many. were grie- 
voully bit and hure -by Flight : And after that 
proceeded to. greater Miſchiefs z for being - ad- 
dited to Divination by Inſpection of the Bowels 


of Young Men Sacrificd, he choſe many fair 


Gentlemen throughout all 1aly, whoſe Parents 


were | living , that their Sorrow might be the 
greater. | 


I muſt not trace this vile Emperor in his 
more private Vices and Follies, which were fo 
filthy..and contemptible; that they ought not to! 


be:nam'd or remember'd: What I have un- 
willingly recited were generally publick , which 


render'd - him ſo odious and. deſpicable, both to 


the Citizens and Soldiers, that: he was: often if 
Danger of his Life. His Grandmother 12s per- 
ceiving this , by her Artifices and Pretences of 
freeing him from the Cares and Troubles of pub- 
lick Buſineſs, gain'd fuch an Aſcendent over him; 
as to perſuade him to adopt his Cozen-German 
Hlexianus, to make him Czſar and his Succeſlor, 


44" 


and likewiſe Conſul with him, .calling his Name. 4/xanzer 


Alexander Severus, the former from the King 0 


Macedon, and the latter from the Emperor his re- 


puted Grandfather : And at the ſame time the 
Senate, according to his Command, ridiculouſly 


Was 


"y made Czſar, 
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was but two years younger than his Father. 'Ha- 


ving thus got a Son, he' endeavour'd all Wavs to 
draw him over to his lewd Courſes; but this Ex- 
cellent and Worthy Youth deteſted his Enormi- 
ties, ſpent his Time in Learning, and the Con- 
verſation of Perſons of the greateſt Meric both 
in Arts and Arms, having the greateſt and wi- 
ſeſt Maſters in the Empire for his Inſtrudters. 
This daily increas'd the Love of all Men towards 
him , and their Hatred to the'other , who now 
repenting that he had rais'd him to ſuch a Height, 
expell'd his Tutors from the Court, and put the 
Chief of them to Death, ridiculouſly alledging; 
That theſe Pedants ſpoil'd his Son; who inſtead of 
Dancing and Revelling , taught him Modeſty and 
Martial Exerciſes, He likewife fought means 'to 
deſtroy him, or at leaſt to deprive hin of the 
Name of his Ceſar and his Succeſſor ; but his 
Policy not being equal to his Wickedneſs, he 
was prevented by the Care of Mzſa, and the 
Reſolutions of the Pretorian Soldiers, who highly 
affected this Young Prince ; and while Heliogaba- 
lus was walking in a Garden , they endeavour'd 
to have ſlain him upon. his Account. ; but he 
eſcap'd by hiding himſelf in a ſecret Place. By 
the Perſuafion of Antiochienus their Prafe, 
the Soldiers returned to their Camp , where re- 
maining in a mutinous manner, they requir'd, 


That the Emperor ſhou'd remove certain wile and im-_ 


pious Perſons, who were wery familiar with him, and 


, miſerably oppreſs'd the Subjetts by the exorbitant Bribes 


and Sales of Offices. And for the Security of the 
Perſons and Morals of Young Alexander, they 
requird, Thar a ſele& Body of their Cohorts' might 
be his particular Guard 5 and that none of the Empe- 
ror's Favourites and Familiars ſhou'd ever converſe 


with bim. All which was immediately put .in 


Exe- 
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Fxecution, and the Soldiers reduc'd to their for- 
mer Duries. Oe | 

His daily Endeavours to ſupplant his Cozen 
flexander haftned his Ruin 3 and being foretold 
by the Syrian Ptieſts , That: he ſheuld Die a wiolent 
Death, he built a lofry Tower ſtored with Gold 
and Pearl, whence he might throw himſelf down, 
prepared Cords of Crimfon, Silk, and Gold, to 
frangle himſelf, Golden Swords and Daggers to 
ſtab himſelf, and rich Poyſon kept in Boxes of 
Emeraids and Tacyath , that he might chuſe a 
Death according to his Humour ; declaring, That 
bis Death ſhould be more Glorious and Mapniticent 
thaw any before him. But he ſoon after fail'd of 
his Hopes , though not of his Deſerts : For ha- 
ving unſucceſsfully endeavour'd to poyſon Alex- 
znder,to ſound the Soldiers he reported that he was 
dead, which immediately rais'd a Muriny among 
them. To appeaſe which, he immediately rook 
Him along with him in a Chariot' beautified 
with Pearl and Gold, to the Camp ; where the 
Soldiers Acclamations were ſolely dire&ed to- Alex- 
ander, and no Reſpect ſhewn to the other ; which 
ſo enrag*d Hehopabalus, that he threatned the ſe- 
vereſt Punifhments to thoſe who applauded his 
Cozen. But the Soldiers taking this Advantage, 
at his Return follow'd him to his Palace , pur- 
ſu'd him into a Privy, whither he had fled, from 
whence-'they hawl'd him, and threw him into a 
naſty Sink, and then dragg'd him through the The Death of 


Streets of - Rome like the Carkaſs of a Dog, with Heogavalus, . 


thi® Military Acclamation, The Whelp of an unta- 
med and ravening Luſt ! At laſt when they found 
the Bulk of his pamper'd Body too large to en- 
ter the hollow Seat of a Privy, which they de- 
ſign'd for its laft Funeral Ceremony, they threw 
it into the 7iher, with heavy Weights ty'd m_ 

that 
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that none. might ever find it and give it.the Ho. 
nour of Burial. This was the he UTE and ip. 

nominious Death of _ Heliogabalus the Twenty 

fourth Emperor of Rowe ; but in the Eighteenth 

Year of his Age, after a deteſtable Reign. of 

about four Years ; a Prince fo vile and -abomi- 

nable as is beneath all further Cenſure or Notice, 

The Judgment from Heaven appear'd the greater, 

from the Senate's and Peoples Approbaticn of 

_ this Death, and their making a Decree , That 

from benceforward no Emperor 'of Rome ſhou d be 

call'd by the Name of Antoninus. 3 which was a 

| ' Name held in fo much Veneration, that all the 
PrY his Emperors ſince Antoninus Philoſephus had taken up. 
_— _—_ on them. His wicked Mother likewiſe receivd 
her Reward from Heaven, being ſlain by the 
Soldiers at the ſame time , who thruſt Stakes 

through the Fundaments. of ſeveral of his lewd 
Companions, . that their Deaths might be confor. 

wable to their Lives. | This hapned U. C. 91g, 

A. D. 222. and of the publick Sale of the Em- 


pire, 29. | 


A. D. VII. After the dark Clouds and. Miſeries of the 
222. late Reigns, .the State of Rowe began to have 

| ſome Breathing by means of young Alexander, 
Alexander Who immediately afcer the Death of Heliogabalus, 
made Empe- by the univerſal Conſent of the Senate ;and Peo- 
_ ple, as well as. the Soldiers, was ſworn and obey'd 
as Emperor of -Rome. The Senate offer'd ro con« 

fer upon him many honourable Epithets and Sur- 

names ; but he modeſtly.:declin'd them, ſaying 

openly in the Houſe , 'That he never delighted to 

aſſume what belonged to others, and that he found 

himſelf cverladen with their Fawours ; for theſe lifty 

Titles of Honour were too burdenſome for him. Alex- 

ander, formerly call'd Alexianus , was now. about 

16, years 
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16 years of Ape, being Son to Mammea, Siſter 
to Semiamira , a Lady of great. Virtues and Ac- 
compliſkhments 5; and | his Father's Name was 
Varius, born in Syria, in a City calld Awerſa. 
He was a great Lover and Encourager of Learn- 
ing ; and having the greateſt Men for his Ma- 
ſters and Tutors , he was skilful in all the libe- 
ral Sciences : Particularly he was af excellent 
Mathematician , Geometrician , and Muſician ; 
he cou'd Paint and Carve to a great Perfection, 
and likewiſe ſing and play upon many TInſtru- 
ments , which after he was Emperor he never 
did but in private. He was likewiſe remarkable 
for his Poetry, and ſo conſiderable for the Soli- 
dity of his Parts and Judgment, that at his be- 
ginning to act he rather feem'd a wiſe old Man 
than a Youth ; ſo that the Joy of the Senate and 
People was inexpreſiible for this happy EleRion. 
Beginning his Reign with the real Afﬀections of 
all Men, he by the Advice of his wiſe Mother, 
choſe the Worthieft and moſt Experienc'd Men 
that were to be found for his Counſellors ; and 
he neither ated nor decreed any thing without 
their . Opinion, notwithſtanding he was ſo re- 
markably judicious and fagacious that ſcarce any 
Man cou'd deceive him. Among theſe the- prin- 
cipal were Ulp;an, the famous Lawyer, and Sabi- 
"us, Who was call'd the Cato of his Time, and fe- 
veral others of that Profefiion, all Scholars of the 
great Papinian ; by reaſon of which, his Govern- 
ment and Adminiſtration was highly applauded 
and extoll'd, there being a ſudden Change and 
Alteration in all things : For in the Three laſt 
Reigns the moſt inſupportable Infolencies and 


Diforders were publickly committed , and tole- 


rated by the Governors. Wherefore, 
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* The firſt thing that this Emperor ſet about, ſho 
was to reform all. the Officers and Servants in his | /n* 
own Palace, diſplacing and diſcharging all thoſs I #2* 
lewd and ſcandalous Perſons whom Hel:ogabaly, I 7 
had eſtabliſh'd there ; nor wou'd he admit any Cb 
Man to any Office or Place in the Palace, that the 
was not of a good Behaviour and Reputation, He 
likewiſe prvhibiting all infamous Perſons to ſpeak } ®1 
to his Wife or Mother by way of Salutation. He WW ® 
us'd the like Methods to the Judges which Heli. |M ®! 
gabalas had made; and alſo in the Senatorian and th 
Equeftrion Ranks, reltor'd to their Offices and th 
Dignities all ſuch as had been unjuſtly depriv'd. | ? 


He obſerv'd fo much Order and Regularity in his J1 
Adminiſtration, that all Matters oi Juſtice were [ 
continually determin'd by Men of Integrity, and 4 
moſt learned in the Laws; and all Maiters of - 
War were manag'd by experienc d Soldiers, and 4 
wiſe old Men, beſt read in Ancient Hiſtories ; C 
and in general he never gave any publick Office 


out of Favour or Friendihip, but purely for De- 
ſert and Sufficiency, being commonly choſen both 
by him and the Senate. He uſually ſaid , That 
ſuch only ought to be adyanc'd, who cou'd diſcharge 
their Offices by themſelves, and not by Deputies ; ad- 
ding withal, That Martial Men had their peculiar 
Faculties, and Learned Men theirs z therefore every 
Perſon ſhou'd a& atcording to their Knowledge and Un- 
derſtandings. He obſerv'd a commendable Cu- 
{rom when he appointed Governors of Provinces 
and Cities, which was to publiſh their Names, 
exhorting ':and encouraging all Perſons to make 
all juſt Objections againit them, and ma- 
nifeltly to prove the Crime, if there was any 
Cauſe: of Accuſation ; provided, if they did.not 
ſufficiently prove their Charge , and if their iAc- 
culation proceeded from Malic: , the Accuſer 


ſhou'd 


Chap.I'V. ALEXANDER XXV. 
hou'd be immediately beheaded : For, ſaid he, 


ſince Chriſtians and Jews uſe ſuch careful Methods in 


the Choice and Ordinations of their Prieſts, it u moſt 


reaſonable that the like Courſe ſhou'd be taken in the 


Choice of Recfors of Provinces, to whom are committed 
the Lives and Fortunes of thoſe under their SubjeF10n. 
He never made a Senator without the Advice 
and Approbation of the whole Senate, Teſtimo- 
ny being given of him by honourable Perſons ; 
and in Choice of Officers his Opinion was, That 
they were fit for publick Places who declin'd them, not 
thoſe who ſued for them, He was ſo careful of the 
Publick, that he tranſa&ted no Weighty Matter of 
Judicature without the Afliſtance of fifty wile and 
Learned Men, and twenty Lawyers; where eve- 
ry Man's Opinion was heard, committed to Wri- 
ting, and a competent Time allow'd to each 


Counſellor to conſider what' they propounded, 


that they might not ſpeak unadvifedly in Matters 
of Importance. He wou'd in no Caſe permit 
Offices- ro be bought or fold 5; For, ſaid he, He 
who buys his Office, muſt needs ſell Fuſtice: I cannot 
bear any Merchants in Authority; which if I tolerate, 1 
cannot 'afrerwards condemn their A&ions ; and 1 ſhall 
be aſham'd to puniſh that Perſon who bought, ſince 1 
once permitted him to be a_ Buyer. 

As this Emperor - was exceeding careful in his 
Choice of Judges and Magiſtrates, fo he was a 
ſevere: Puniſher of all ſuch as took Bribes ; and 
was wont to ſay, That he had always his Finger mn 
readineſs to pluck out the Eyes of that fudge who was 
partial, or a Recerver of Bribes and Gratuities 5 1N 
which he was ſo ſevere, that when Avabinzs, who 
had been noted for that Crime, came with ſome 
Senators-to pay him-his Reſpects,he cry'd out in a 


'Violent Paflion', Arabinus not only lives, but takes 


me for ſuch a ſenjele{s Prince, that be preſumes to ap- 
| pear 
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pear in my Preſence. He baniſh'd one of his Secre.  w. 
tarics for forging a Bill in his Counſel, and causd Wl ©: 
the Sinews of his Fingers to be cut throng, that Et 
he might never write after. He likewiſe. com- {hi 
manded- one of his own Servants, who had re. bu 
ceiv'd 100 Crowns of a Soldier for a Bribe, to fl 7; 
be hang'd in the High-way , where his Servanis ſ «f 
commonly. paſs'd to his Houſes out of the City, MW 74 
He ſo much hated Bribery in the Caſe of Juſtice, M H 
and Rewards and Graruities in the Caſe of Places pu 
and Offices , that he never ſpared his neareſt MW yy: 
Friends, if they were manifeſtly convicted : And I kn 
of this we have a remarkable Inſtance of his Fx ſ pt 
vorite Turinus, Who by reaſon of his Familiarity M H 
and Artifices caus'd many to conclude that the Y m 
Emperor acted nothing without his particular Ad-  $Se 
vice. Which being related to him, for a full Diſ- © foi 
covery of his Practices, he caus'd a Perſon openly | 0! 
to petition him for a Place, and then ſecretly to 
folicite' Turmzes to affiſt him in his Suit, by earneſt- I fe; 
ly moving the Emperor in his behalf: Which be- I w; 
ing done, and a conſiderable Sum given, Turms | th 
promis'd his urmoſt Afﬀiſtance to the Petitioner; | tQ 
and, without mentioning the Matter to the Em- = © 
peror, he told him ſhortly after, That be had care- iſ th; 
fully Solicited his Suit, and. expetted an Anſwer in a iſ tit 
little Time. Wherewupon the Emperor. receiving  ſ M 
Information, caus'd the Petitioner to be often ur- | aq 
gent with Turinzs, who always pretended extra- || «x 
ordinary Bufinefs ; till in the interim the Place I p; 
was diſpoſed of to another Perſon, and the un- If { 
juſt Deatings of this Favourite expos'd. to the | G; 
Court, and laid open in the-preſence of the Em- I 
peror , who being! fully -aflur'd of ' his ſeveral I 
Crimes, immediately adjudg'd' him} to be:bound I þjr 
to a Stake in the great Forum, and'to be ſnotherd If 71 
to Death with the Smoke of -green Wood. and fl 
| wet 
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wet Stubble , the Cryer in the meari time pro 
claiming, He that ſold Smoke, dyes by Smoke. "This 
Emperor deſired that good Judges and Governors 
ſhou'd remain long in their Offices and Charges ; 
bur of corrupt Magiſtrates, he was wont to ſay, 
That it was not a ſufficient Puniſhment to deprive them 
of their Places; but ſince their Truſts were ſo preat, 
their Lives ought moſtly to pay for the Breacbjof them, 
He ſeldom remitted any great Crime, and never 
puniſh'd with Cruelty : He was moſt ſevere to- 


wards Thieves ; but was very liberal to ſuch as he. 


knew to be poor, that they might have no Tem- 
ptations to ſteal, or to covet the Goods of others: 
He was ſo- remarkable for his Mercy and Cle- 
mency, that in all his Reign there was not one 
Senator put to Death, nor any other Man, be- 
fore his Accuſation was throughly heard, and his 

Offence ſufficiently prov'd. | 
Alexander was not only careful in puniſhing Of- 
fences and corrupt Officers , but likewiſe in re- 
warding all worthy Governors and Judges ; ſo 
that when he paſs'd through their Provinces, he 
took them into his Litter or Chariot with him, 
conferring , many Favours and Honours upon 
them : And the better to be aſlur'd of their Me- 
rits or Defe&s, he us'd certain private and ſele& 
Men of great Vertue and Integrity, ſtritly co ex- 
amine their Lives and Actions, and to give an 
exact Account of what paſs'd in the moſt remace 
Provinces. and Cities of the Empire. When he 
ſent any to ſucceed in the Room of a deſerving 
Governour or Magiſtrate, he likewiſe-fent parti- 
cular Thanks to him in the Name of the Com- 
monwealth , and 'beſtow'd great Rewards upon 
him, as Lambs, Herds , Corn, and many other 
Things ; but commonly they were ſuch Things as 
till to him by Contingencies and Courſe of Law. 
Geg Bus 
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But'as this Prince was very Liberal, yet like A- 
roninzns Philoſophns, he was not Prodigal ; therefore 
he feldom made large Preſents of Money, or out 
- of the ſtanding Revenues of the Empire ; being 
wont to ſay, That 'the Reverues of the Publick ought 
not to be ſpent but on publick Baildings,' 063 Wars, and 
on publick, Occaſions, and not upon Fayourites and Ser- 
wants : Therefore both within and about Rome he 
erected 'many magnificent IEdifices, as Palaces, 
Baths, Theaters, Courts of Audience, and many 
other Structures. He abated the ordinary Charges 
of his Houſe, and reduc'd it to a convenient Or- 
der; abridging all the ſuperfluous Expences of 
fome of his Predeceiſors. He apparelVd himſelf 
decently, but not extravagantly, ſaying, Govern- 
ment conſiſted in Vertue , and not in coſtly Attire; 
therefore he wore no Jewek , nor wou'd have 
any in his Chamber, accounting it a great Vant- 
ty, That a Thing of ſo ſmall a Quantity ſhou'd be of 
fo vaſt a Price. And at his Table h& dfunk not 
in Cups of Gold, not allowing above 200 Pound 
Weight of Silver Veſſels in his Houſe. Though 
he was very- careful of the Revenues of his Exche- 
quer, yet he- never encreas'd - them, or invented 
new Impoſitions ; but moderated ' and limited 
thoſe of Helicgabalws , fo that in his Reign 'much 
tefs. Tribute was. paid than to” many of his Prede- 
ceſſors, and no Man was injur'd er oppreſs'd by 
that Means. He was likewiſe very affable and 
Courteous 1n- his 'Femper, admitting any Man 
into his Preſence, and hearing him freely. He 
familiarly viſited all Perſons of Worth in their 
Sickneſs , and -permitted any Man perſonally to 
inform him of his Buſineſs; and finding their De- 
 mands reafonable, he perfornrd their Requeſts; 
# otherwiſe, he calmly debated'the Matter with 
them , and- ſhew'd them their -Errors. re 
1909 hw 
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therefore blam*'d by his Mother and Wife , who 
was the Daughter of a worthy Conſular Perſon 
call'd Sulpicizes, alledging, That hi Familiarity made 
his Reign of leſs Authority and Reputation , he an- 
{wer'd, Howewer -it made it the more firm and dura- 
ble. His Kindneſs and Clemency likewiſe extend- 
ed to the Chriſtians , ſo that they were not mo- 
lefted, but only a little-in the Beginning of his 
Reign ; and in his Temples he had the Image of 
Chriſt, and of Abraham, havihg likewiſe many 
Chriftians: if his Family. But as a blind Man 
without fulk Knowledge , he accounted Chr 
among his other Gods, offering to adore Him 
under that Notion, and wou'd have built a ſepa- 
rate Temple-to Him, but was difluaded by the 
Pagan Prieſts. | 

Alexander , having reign'd:near four Years, to 
the general Satisfaction of all Men, was allarm'd 
by the News of the Progreſs of the Perſians and 
Parthians in the Eaſt. For a famous Perſian call'd 
Artaxerxes, of a mean Extract, but of great Cou- 
rage and Policy , had revolted from Artabanws 
King of Parthia, overthrown him'in Battel, and 
tegain'd the Kingdom of Perſia, which for ſome 
Ages had been fubje&t to the Parthians ; after 
. Which he gave out that he wou'd reſtore the Per- 
ſtan Erapire to its ancient Power and Greathels, 
and accordingly began a ſucceſsful Invaſjorn of 
_ Syria and Meſopotamia. Upon the Intelligence of 1zo»dr's 
which , Alexander made great and ſpeedy Prepa- Expedition 
rations to oppoſe this new Conqueror ; and in a 2 the Ef. 
ſhort; time went in Perſon into 4. with .a very ©* D. 
mimerous and powerful Army, In all this War, 220 
and in the Marches and Motions of his Army, he 
obſery'd the moſt imaginable Order and Diſc 
pline ; maintaining ſuch Juſtice in his Army, and 
puniſhing all Robberies , Outrages, Injuries and 
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Miſdemeanors, with fuch Care and Severity, -that 
his Camp ſeem'd a well govern'd and regulated 
City. He was exceeding careful concerning Am- 
munition and Proviſions, and. that no Soldier 
thou'd rob or defraud another ;, fo that if any 
Colonel or Captain detain'd the leaſt part of his 
Soldier's Allowance, he was condem'd to certain 
Death. He was no leſs careful of all ſick and 
wounded Perſons in his Army ; and endeavour'd 


that all his Men:ſhou'd be ever in good Order, 


well Apparell'd-, and Armed, their Horſes good 
and througly furniſh'd, and their Enſfigns and 
Tents neat and convenient. His Carriage and 
Behaviour was always affable and familiar to- 
wards his Soldiers3 and whenfoever he din'd' or 
ſupp'd, he fat with his Tent open in the View of 
all Men, feeding upon the ſame Diet that other 
Soldiers did. Beſides he paid his Soldiers very 
bountifully, and beſtow'd many Rewards upon 
them ; but if any Soldiers in their marching a- 
mong Gardens and Orchards, wemt out of his 
Place, he caus'd them to be beaten with Rods of 
Iron; if the Dignity of the Perſon freed him 
from fuch a Puniſhment, he ſeverely ' reprov'd 
him, uſing theſe words, Do not that to another, 
which you wou'd not have another do to you, which 
he faid he learnt from the Chriſtians. If he faw a 
Soldier poor , and wanting Apparel, he reliev'd 
him- accordingly ; faying alſo, How can that Sol- 
dier live under due Command who wants both Cloths 
and Money !' for Hunger and Penury will drive him to 
Deſpair , and force him to af unjuſtly. For: theſe 
and the like Matters, the Emperor was infinitely 
belov'd and dreaded both by his own Soldiers, 
and by all the Countries through which he 
paſs'd. | | | 


In 
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In this Order and Regularity 4lexander ad- 
vanc'd againſt the Perſians; and during the time 
of this War there paſs'd many remarkable Skir- 
miſhes and Encounters , till at laſt both Parties 
joining all.their Forces, they refolv'd to come to 
a general Battel. Artaxerxes fluſh'd wich his for- 
mer Succeſſes, had gather'd together an Army 
of an innumerable Company of Foot, 1300900 
Horſe , with 700 Elephants, and 1800 Chariots 
arm'd with Scythes , which the Perfeans and Par- 
thians generally us'd in their Wars. The Emperor 
on the other ſide brought an exceeding numerous 
Army, and in this great Battel perform'd che 
Office of an excellent Soldier and Commander, 
viſiting every Squadron , incouraging his Men 
with many kind Exprefiions, calling them by their 
Names , promiſing them great Rewards, and 
fighting in Perſon a great part of the Day like a 
valiant Knight. The Battel continuing for a 
whole Day very ſevere, in the Evening Alexander 
-1ined one of the greateſt Battles and Victories 
that ever was known 1n the Empire. King Ar- 
taxerxes eſcap'd by Flight; and there were Slain 
in this Fight 10000 Horle-men, Foot-men with- 
out number, 200 Elephants, and 3oo taken, as 
likewiſe 1000 armed Chariots, and an infinite 
number of Priſoners of all Ranks*and Qualities, 
as appears by a Speech which Alexander made in 


433 


the Senate after his Return to Rome. So, after ,, , .. 
this great Victory, the Emperor without any Re- Conqueſts. 


filtance recover'd thoſe Countries that Artaxerxes 
had taken from the Romans; and paſling through 
Meſopotamia he enlarg'd the Bounds of the Em- 
pire, took Creſiphon and Babylon, and ſubdu'd 
Arabia, and then return'd to Antioch in Syria, 
Herodian, through Miſinformation or Deſign, has 
given a different and detracting Account of thelſg 
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Wars, for which he is juſtly blamed by the 'moſt 
judicious Writers. The Emperor being at A. 
tioch, he put ſome Commanders to Death for in- 
couraging their Soldiers in their Debaucheries at 
Daphne, and gave great Rewards: to others, and 
likewiſe to the Soldiers, particularly thoſe Lands 
oain'd from the Enemy, to them and their Heirs, 
if they were likewiſe Soldiers; for he wou'd not 
permit theſe Lands to come into the Hands. of 
private Perſons, alledging, That they wou'd mo 
carefully ſerve in the Wars, who fought for their oyn 
Lands. Here it was that the Emperor's Mother, 
Mammaa, ſent for the famous Origen to diſcourſe 
with him aboat the Doctrines of Chri#+2ziry; and 
having kept him ſome time , ſhe honourably dif- 
miſt him, ordering a Guard to conduct him to 
his Charge in Alexandria. 

Alexander having eſtabliſh'd a laſting Peace in 
the Ez2/#, return'd to Rowe, where he enter'd in 
Triumph after a more folemn and pompous Man- 
ner than any before him, having his triumphal 
Chariot drawn by Flephants which he had taken, 
to the ſurprize of all the SpeRators ; and all the 
People and Senate of Rowe receiv'd him with 
infinite Bleflings and Applauſes, and incredible 
Franſports of Jov. Abour the ſame time, Furins 
Celſus obtain'd a great Victory over the Mayrita- 
ans and Tirgitanians 1n Africk 5 Varius Macrmus 
had good Succeſs in Germany; and Funius Palma- 
tus return'd from Armenia with Victory : So that 
the Breaches and Weakneſſes made by corrupt 
Princes in the Empire, began in ſome meaſure 
to be repair'd. And in re-inſtating the Empire, 
and in reforming Corruptions , no Prince was 
ever more careful than Al-xander ; who after his 
Return from the Faf ſpent ſeveral Years in Rome, 
making all Kinds of Regulations, and _ 

| ice 
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ſtice in ſuch manner, that he was belov'd and 
reſpected to the higheſt Degree by all worthy 
Perſons. 'Only he. was murmur'd at by ſome, 
who complain'd that he was too much govern'd 
by his Mother, who though ſhe was a Woman 
of great Wiſdom and Virtue, was notwithſtand- 
ing branded for Avarice. This Emperor was 
always diligent in his Afﬀairs, infomuch chat nor 
a Minute of Time was loſt; his leafure Hours 
were always ſpent in reading excellent Books, 
more particularly Plato's Commonwealth , and 
Tuly's Offices. He was a great Incourager of 
Learning and Learned Men; and among theſe, 
in this declining Age , flouriſh'd Dion Cafſins , 
that excellent Writer of the Rowan Hiſtory in 
Greek, who was twice honour'd- with the Con- 
{ul{hip. 

This worthy Emperor thus living in Peace and 
Tranquility , about the thirteenth Year of his 
Reign, the High Germans, and other Northern 
Nations, took Arms as formerly againſt the Em- 
pire, and paſt the Rhine and Danube with tuch 
Fury, and ſuch infinite Heads of People, that a! 
Iraly and Rome were in a great Conſternation. 
Upon which the Emperor made what Levizs he 
cou'd, and to the mighty Regret of the City , 
went in Perſon to Stem this furious Torrent. 


Notwichſtanding the Enemies were exceeding 


powerful and numerous, Alexander by his extra- 


_ ordinary Diligence and Valour ſoon fſuppreſs'd 


their Fury , and daily gain'd Advantage over 
them. But though the Emperor met with fo 
much Succeſs againſt thefe barbarous Nations, he 
met with more-barbarous Ulage from the Stand- 
ing Legions encamp'd about Moguntia or Mentz, 

which had been abominably corrupted in the 


Reign of Heliogabalus, and ever fince had been 
Ge 4 train'd 


The Death 
of Alexander 
and Mammaa. 


train'd up in all kinds of Rapines and Diſorder, 
Alexander cou'd neither endure their inſolent Out- 
rages, nor they his regular Diſcipline; but more 
eſpecially they exclaim'd againſt the exceeding 
Penuriouſneſs of his Mother, Mammaea, who was 


then with him in the Camp. Theſe, Diſorders 


increaſing on one fide, and the Emperor's Stri&- 
neſs on the other, the Diſtemper began to grow 
too ſtrong for violent Remedies ; and theſe Mif. 
chiefs being daily blown up by the Artifices of 
2a famous old Soldier, calld Maximinus, the Sol- 
diers relolv d upon the Emperor's Death. And 
ſhortly after they effected their impious Deſign 
in the Emperor's Tent, where Au. Vi&or tells us, 
That when the Emperor ſaw himſelf abandon'd 
by his Guard, he cri'd out, That his Mother 2a; 
the Cauſe of h:; Ruingz and ſeeing the Executioner 
come, with great Confidence he offer'd his Neck 
to be Struck off, which was likewiſe foliow'd 
by the Murder of his Mother. This was the un- 
fortunate End of Alexander Severus, the 2 5th Em- 
peror of Pome, in the 29th Year of his Ape, at- 
ter a proſperous Reign of thirteen Years and 
nine Days ; an admirable Prince, both for Go- 
vernment and Virtues, who by means of his 
Mother's Avarice, and his own raſh Reforma- 
tion of a corrupted Army, was taken. off in the 
prime of his Age, to the inexpreflible Grief of 
Rome , and the whole Empire. If we may ex- 
cept Fulius Ceſar, whoſe Ambition overwhelm'd 
him 5; and Pertimax, whoſe Avarice deſtroy'd 
him.; This was. the firſt good Emperor and Go- 
vernor in Rowe that di'd an unnatural Death: 
And this may be ſaid to be owing to the Corrup- 
tions of Heliogabalus, as that of Pertinax to thoſe 
of Commodus 5 {o that theſe: Tyrants are in part 
an{werable tor the others Deaths, . beſides the inf 
nice 
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nice Number of Miſeries they brought upon the 
cate afrerwards. Alexander di'd in the 988th Year 
of the City, 258 Years after the Settlement of 
the Empire by Auguſtus, 235 after our Saviour's 
Nativity, 139 after the laſt of the Twelve Cz- 
lars, and 42 after the publick Sale of the Em- 


pire. 


TW, 
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From the Death of Alexander, to the Capti- 
vity of Valerian, the Thirty Second Em- 
peror ; when the Empire began to be uſurp'd 
by Thirty Perſons at once, commonly call'd, 
The Thirty Tyrants. 


Containing the Space of about 24 Tears. 


I H E barbarous Murder of Alexander at 

firſt occaſion'd great Tumults and Con- 
fuſions among the Soldiers, which being appeas'd, 
and finding no Heir to the deceas'd Emperor, 
they all made choice of Mazximinus, who had 
been the chief Promoter of the Murder, ſwore 


him, and acknowledg'd him as Emperor. Maxi- Mazimines 


minus immediately join'd his Son 31aximus with made Empe- 
ror, and his 


Son Maximrs. 


him, as Partner and Emperor, with equal Power 
and Authority ; but the Senate and People of 
Reme utterly refus'd to confirm their Ele&tion, or 
to acknowledge either of them as Emperors, be- 


ing extreamly enrag'd at the Death of Alexander, 


and reſolv'd to revenge it the firſt Opportunity, 
So that Maximinus was the firſt Roman Emperor , 


to whom Hiſtorians give that Title , which was 
eleted 
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ele&ted without the Confent of the Senate 
Maximinus was now 62 Years of Ape, and his 
Son 18. The Father was a Perſon of the mean. 
eſt Extraction , and was born in Thrace, where 
for ſome time he was only a poor Herdſman; 
his Father Nicez being a Goth, and his Mother, 
Ababa, an Alane; ſo that of either ſide he ws 
barbarous by Deſcent. He was of a Gigantick 
Stature, being in Height eight geometrical Foot 
and an half, and had a Body anſwerable to his 
Stature in Strength, Symmetry, and Proportion; 
and his Joints were ſo large, that his Wives 
Bracelet often ferv'd him for a Ring upon his 
Thumb. His Diet was fo remackable for the 
Quantity , that he generally eat' forty ' Pound 
weight of Fleſh eyery Day, and drank about fix 
Gallons of Wine, without being immoderate in 
either. His Strength was alſo proportionable, 
being able to turn and draw loaden Wains, which 
two Oxen cou'd ſcarcely move ; to ſtrike out the 
Teeth of an Horſe with his Fiſt, to break his 
Thighs, and kill him with a Kick ; to crumble 
Tophy Stones between his Fingers, and to cleave 
young Trees with his Hands. Beſides, he was of 
a Temper fo bold and couragious, fo fierce and 
preſumptuous, that relying wholly upon his pro- 
digious Bulk and Strength, he neither fear'd nor 
regarded any Man in the World. For his great 
Strength, he Was call'd Hercules, Anteaus and Mib; 
for his Courage and Valour , Achilles, He&or and 
Ajax; and for his Savage Cruelty, Buſir&, Phalars 
and Cyclops. | 
His firſt Education was very mean , being 
brought up chiefly among Cattle 5 but his Ambt- 
tion increaſing with his Strength and Body, he 
left his poor Imployments, and repair'd to the 
Reman Army , where he was ſoon diſtinguilt' 
an 
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and admir'd by all Men, and particularly by the 
Emperor Severus then reigning , thodgh he was 
not arriv'd at his full Stature: Severus celebrating 
the Birth Day of his Son Geta with his Army 1n 
Syria, Maximinus newly lifted, fo ſignaliz'd him- 
ſelf by his Fiſty-cuffs, Running and Wreſtling , 
that he became indiſputable Conqueror in thole 
Exerciſes. And afterwards ſhewing to the Empe- 
ror ſome extraordinary Inſtances of his Strength 
and Conrage, he was made one of his Guard, 
continually attended tha Palace , and receiv d 
conſiderable Gifts and Rewards from Him. In 
the Reign of Caraczia, he was made a Centu- 
rion, and receiv'd other Encouragements in the 
Army ; but wou'd not ſerve Macrinus by Reaſon 
of his Treaſon to his Sovereign, returning to his 
own Country, Thrace, where he purchas'd ſome 
Lands, and continu'd there till the Reign of 
young Heljogabalus, from whom he expected fome 
great Poſt in the Army. But he was fo difcou- 
rag'd by the monſtrous Efteminacy of that Em- 
peror, that he left the Court, though his Friends 
ſoon after rais'd him to the Office of a Tribune. 
Upon the Death of Heliogahalus he remov'd to 
Rome, and was receiv'd with great Kindnefs and 
Courteſy by Alexander, who particularly recom- 
mended him to the Senate, and made him a 
Colonel and Commander of the fourth Legion , 
which conſiſted of new rais'd Soldiers. Aaximi- 


ms gladly accepted this Charge , and perform'd 


his Duty with great Advantage in the Wars of 
Germany, where he ſhew'd exceeding Valour and 
Courage; by means of which, and the ſeveral 
Gifts he frequently beſtow'd among the Soldiers, 
after the treaſonable Murder of Alexander, he was 
ra1sd to the Empire.So prevalent is Ambition,that 


it makes Men forget all- Gratitude and Loyalty, 
and 


The ſixth ge- 
neral Perle» 
cution. 


A. D. 
235. 
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and commit the blackeſt Villanies to obtain Sove. 
reignty, net ſuffering them to remember , Thx 
the ſame unjuſt Means that rais'd them, ſeldon 
fails ro deſtroy them. 

Maximinus ſeeing himſelf advanc'd to ſo high 
a Station as the Empire, according to his proud 
and inſolent Temper, began immediately to ſhey 
the utmoſt Extent of his Authority ; and chuſing 
rather to be fear'd than lov'd, he ſoon committed 
great Cruelties. And firſt,he put to Death all ſuch 
as had been very intimate and familiar with 4x. 
ander 5 and then baniſh'd an infinite Number 
others, not allowing any Commander in his Ar. 
my, or any Senator in the Senate, that had been 
advanc'd by him. And becauſe he was much 
alham'd of the Meanneſs of his Extraction, he 
commanded all ſuch as beſt knew Him , and his 
Parents, to be flainz though many of them had 
reliev'd his Parents and him in the time of their 
low Condition. And becauſe the Chrif:ans had 
found fome Shelter, and a favourable Entertain- 
ment in the Family of his Predeceſfor, he rais'd 
a ſevere Perſecution againſt them ; though it 
was principally levell'd againſt the Biſhops and 
Miniſters of the Church. This was the ſixth ge- 
neral Perſecution of the Chriſtians, which broke 
out in the firſt Year, and in the beginning of this 


Emperor's Reign, Thirty three Years after the 


beginning of that under Severus. This was ex- 
rremely violent, but very ſhort, occaſioning Or- 
gen to write his Book concerning -Martyrdom; 
but it was not ſo general as the other Perſecuti- 
ons were, raging in ſome particular Places, elpe- 
ciallv in the Province where Maximinus reſided. 
Whence Sulpitics Severus admits not this into the 
Number of the ten Perſecutions, making no more 


than nine Pagan Perlecutions, and reſerving a 
renth 
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nth for the Times of Antichrift. © The Cruelty 
of this Emperor likewiſe extended to all rich Per- 
ſons, whoſe Lives and+Eſtates. became a frequent 
Sacrifice to him 3 'repoſing ſuch a Confidence in 
his own - Strength and Courage, that he judg'd 
himſelf in a manner. Immortal. Yet he had fo 
much Policy and Regard to his Safery, as-to en- 
deavour the ſecuring his Soldiers;' for beſides their 
ordinary Pay?!, he gave them- many Penſions and 
Rewards, providing all things neceſſary for them; 
and- likewiſe in all Actions took! greater Pains 
than any Common Soldier , ſhewing incredible 
Courage and Diligence. Though he was fo vaſt in 
Body and Strength , .yet he ever went well arm's, 
was upon all Occafions as diligent as any in his 
Army, and had always bold and hardy Men about 
him, fit for 'the. Execution of any Attempt. Fi- 
nally, the Effects of all his Actions was to com- 
mand as a true Tyrant, and to act the greateſt 
Outrages with the moſt probable Security. 

'-Ina ſhort time the inſupportable Behaviour of 
this Tyrant causg'd Maximus, a Conſular Perſon, 
to Conſpire lihmany of Alexander's old Soldi- 
ers, and ſome others:, to break down a wooden 
Bridge as ſoon as the Emperor had paſs'd it, and 
abandon him: to. the:-Enemy. But this was: ſoon 
dicover'd to Maximinus;' though ſome think the 


Whole Projekt was invented by himſelf, to co- 


lour over his Cruelties, which he executed to fo: 
high a Degree, that he caus'd three thoufand to 
be Slain., which- he faid were guilty of that 
Treaſon. Shortly after a great number of Alex- 
ander's old Soldiers mutined ; and withdrawing 
themſelves from the Camp, proclaim'd one Quar- 
cdanus Or Ticus for Emperor, who had lately 
been remov'd from. his Charge. The Soldiers 


conltrain'd him to accept of the Empire, which 
he 
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he with great Reaſon refus'd ; for Macedonin, 
who had been the chief: Promoter of his Ag. 
vancement, Within a few. Days after murder 
him in his Bed, and carry;d- his Head: to Maxi 
minus, Where he: was kindly receiv'd, but af. 
cerward put to a cruel Death, for ;his'Freafon 
to his Sovereign , and. his 'Treachery to his 
Friend. With theſe Succeſſes the Cruelty and Ty. 
ranny of Maximinus increas'd ;- but ſhortly after 
following the Wars, he remov'd out of Pani, 
and overthrew the Germans in feveral- Battel, 
walted all their Country with Fire: and Sword, 
and threatned to ſubdue all the Northern Nations 
as far as the Ocean ; and had his general Carriage 
been anſwerable to his Valour ; he might-proba- 
bly have enjoy'd Time and Opportunity to: have 
perform'd all. The Seafon- beihg :far advanc, 
he winter'd in Panoria; from whence he wrote 
to. the Senate, extolling all his Vitortes.and Cone 
queſts, and ſending them all his Badtels and Ski: 
miſhes painted on 'Tables;; and.at the ſame time 
he commanded infinite Murders:4nd Staughters'to 
be executed at Rome j and: mcitythe principal 
Perſons of the 'City ; preſumirg) only upon his 
own Perſonal Strength, and the-Power of his Ar- 
my, to which he gave manyRewards ,}. ariſing 
from Confiſcations and other Rapites.: Inſomuch 
that the Senate and People:of Rome flood ingreat 
Fear of him, many being ready to tremble at his 
Name; and both Men and Women made ſolemn 
Vows and Prayers to their Gods, That he miget 
never come to Rome. | 
Moſt of the Provinces began to groan under 
the Burthen of this Tyrant, and Africk firſt 
ſhew'd irs Deteftation of Him, by means of his 
Procurator,, who gather'd 'his Maſter's Revenues 
and Tributes with inſupportable Outrages and Ex 

tortions, 


the | 


tortions , pillaging the Goods, and taking away 
the Lives of many worthy Men. And continu- 
ing thus in his Rapines and Cruelties; the People 
fot being able to endure his Oppreffions, form d 
:; Conſpiracy againſt him, and deftroy'd him. 
Afterwards conſidering how dangerous a Crime 
they had commirted , they for their Security re- 
foly'd to commit a greater, which was, To create 
in Emperor. Wherefore conferring with the 
Legions of that Province, they unanimouſly 
apreed to chuſe Gordian Emperor, who was then 
Proconſul of Africk,” a Perſon of great Fame and 
Reputation both for his Vertues and Dignities, 
and near 8o Years of Age. And accordingly the 
Soldiers and Natives atlſembling together, they 
enter'd tumultuouſly into Gordian's Houſe , who 
immediately conceiv'd that they came to ſlay 
himz but underſtanding their Detign, he utterly 
refus'd their Offer, particularly alledging his ex- 
tear Age. But they were ſo firm and reſolute 
to their firſt Deſign, that notwithſtanding all his 
Oppoſition, they conſtrain'd him to accept of the 
Enfigns and Title of Emperor ; which were g1- 


ven to him, and likewiſe to his Son Gord:an, who! 


w4 46 Years of Age. The Old Man, though he 
accepted of this Dignity againſt his Confent, yer 
he immediately wrote to the Senate, acknowledg- 
ing, That he had accepted of the Empire ,' but only 
with Deſizn to free it from the in{upportable Tyrannies 
f Maximinns. Having publiſh'd the like in the 
City of Ti/drum, where he was eleted, he took 
lis Journy towards Carthage , witty all the Marks 
and Attendance 'of an Emperor , where he was 
rcerw'd: with great:Joy and Satisfaction ; as he 
Was alſo at Rowe ſhortly afrer. The Senate and 


People of Rowe: with great Readineſs approv'd of 


the Election of Gordian and his Son, adjudging at 
the 
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Gordian and 
his Son Gor- 
dian made 


Emperors in 
Africk, 


And ap- 
prov'd by 
the Senate. 
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the ſame Time Maximinus and his Son Maxim 
Enemies and Rebels tothe State 3 and the People 
with infinite Rage and Fury, tore in Pieces ma. 
ny Friends of Maximinus, and Inſtruments of his 
Cruelty, of which ſeveral were not culpable, 
They flew Yalerian, Prefect of the Pretorian Co 
horts, a great Favourite of Maximinus, 'and alfy 
Sabinus, Governour of the City, for hindering 
the Intereſt of Gordian ; and at the ſame time the 
Senate elected the Youngeſt Gordian , Grandſon 
to the Eldeſt, and made him Ceſar :- So that 
there was a ſudden Alteration in all things in the 
City ; for before there was nothing but a gene 
ral Fear and Confufion in all Parts. 

The Senate now conſidering in what Dangers 
they were involv'd, and what might enſue from 
the vaſt Power of Maximinus, made all neceſſary 
Preparations for their Safety and Security, wri- 
ting Letters into all Provinces; commanding all 
thoſe Governours to be diſplace'd which were ſet 
up by Maximinus, and ordering, Gordian: to be 


proclaim'd Emperor. This Order and Diredion 


was obey'd in- moſt Provinces, in ſome the Go- 
vernours were ſlain, and in others the Senate's 
Meſſengers ; fo that there was Bloodlhed in all 
Parts, and the Cruelty of Maximinus made all 
Men cruel. Upon - Intelligence of the Tradn- 
actions of Africk and Rome , Maximinus was 0 
confounded and enrag'd, that he cry'd out like a 
{ſavage Beaſt ; and running his Head againſt the 
Walls, he fell on the Floar , rent his Cloaths, 
and gave many' other Signs of an Extraordinary 
Fury and Diſtraction. The next Day, when the 


Heat of his Paſſion was ſomewhat allayd, he 


call'd his whole Army together, and in a ſe 


- Speech complain'd of the Infidelity and Treache- 


ry of the Africans, and of the Levity and Incon- 
ftancy 


\s UD ws WY 3&5 


Ld EY SS SSD = 


" — ww > FL wo E0 c 


Chap.V. Max. and his Son Max. XX VI. 


fancy of the Romans, inciting them to Revenge 
his Cauſe, making large Promiſes and Aſſurances, 
That they ſhou'd ' poſſeſs the Eſtates of all Perſons who 
bad offended. - And after this he gave them their 
ordinary. Pay ,,and many Rewards beſides ; fo 
that all proinis'd to ſerve him with the utmoſt Fi- 
delity, though many of them bore a mortal Ha- 
tred againſt him. In this manner uling-.all-poſli- 
ble Diligence, Maximins directed his Journy to- 
wards Rome,. with his whole Army, breathing our 
Ruin and Deſtruction againſt the City, and de- 
fgning to aſ[wage his Wrath by the ſevereſt Cru- 
elties ; But his Marches were very ſlow and in- 
commodious, by reaſon of the great Numbers of 
Men and Carriages, and the Baggage, together 
with the great Want of Vidtuals;; for all the un- 
fortify'd Cities and Towns in his Way, hating 
his Government, had abandon'd their Habitations 
and ſecured their Proviſions. 

During. theſe Tranſactions in Germany and 
Rome ,  Capelianas , Governour of Numidia and 
Mauritania in Africa , made an Inſurrec&tion 
againlt 'Gordian, being an Enemy. to him, and a 
Friend to Maximinus, who had plac'd:him there: 
Underſtanding the Promotion of Gordizn, he im- 
mediately put his own Legions-ihto Order, and 
levying what Forces he cou'd beſides, he march'd 
towards Carthage, 'againſt whom old Gordian ſent 
bis Son with a raw undiſciplin'd Army , which 
notwithſtanding fought valiantly for a while, but 
was ,at length overthrown by Capelianzs , and 


465 


young Gordzan Slain, after a ſhort Reign with his The Heart 
Father of about 3o Days ; being difterent from of young 
his Father in Vertue, and moſt remarkable for his Grdian, 


great Number of Children and Concubines, for 
which he was by fome call'd the Priamns, and by 


dthers the Preapus of his Time. His Father hear- 
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Pupienus and 
Baibines 
made Empe- 
TOOLS, 
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ing of the Death of his Son, of the Loſs of the 
Battel, and a victorious Enemy approaching, and 
{ſeeing no Hopes of Relief, hung himſelf with his 
own Girdle ; and fo dy'd with Reproach and Ip. 
nominy, after he had liv'd 8 Years in great 'Ho- 
nour and Reputation. In the mean time Captilia: 
zus, purſuing his Victory, enter'd. Carthape; 
where .he ſlew the Principal of thoſe which ef: 
cap'd from Battel, pillag'd Houſes and 'Tempks, 
exercis'd exceflive Cruelries both in the City and 
Country, and plunder'd all Towns and Villages, 
under Pretence of Revenging the: Injuries dofic 
ro Maximinus; likewiſe uſing all poflible Methods 
{o to gain the Hearts of the Soldiers as to be 
made Emperor himſelf. His ſucceſsful Progrek 
drove the Senate and People of ' Rowe into''s 
mighty Terror and Confſternation 5 for now they 
not only ſaw themſelves depriv'd of the Afliſtance 
they expected from Gordian and his Son, and the 
March of theſe new victorious Troops ; but like- 
wiſe underſtood that Maximinus was coming 
down againſt them like a raging Lion, threatning 
Death and Deſtruction to all Enemies and Oppe- 
ſers. To remedy theſe threatning Dangers," the 
Senate with great Solemnity met at the Temple 
of Jupiter 5 andafter many ſerious Conſultations, 
they choſe Maximus Pupienus and 'Clodius Balbinus 
for Emperors conjointly ; both. which had held 
great Offices, had been worthy Commanders and 
Governours, and had liv'd'in good Fame and Re 
putation.* And to ſatisfy the People, who: con- 
ſented not to this Elettion., the Senate a ſecond 
time nominated the youngeſt Gordian for Cz/ar, 
a Youth of very promiſing Abilities. 

Theſe two being created and ſworn Emperor, 
made all the Levies they cou'd both 'in Rome and 
the Country ; and Pwpienys being the molt _ 
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rienc'd Man, left, the City to oppoſe Maximinus, 
who was.coming down like a Torrent upon Traly, 
extreamly. rejoycing at the Deaths of the two Gor- 
dians, and the Vidtory 'of Capelianus, Burt after he 
underſtood this. laſt Ele&tion., he .redoubled his 
Rage and [Fury 3. and hearing that Pupienus was 
marching againſt him with. a conſiderable Force, 
he ſpeedily , paſs'd the A4/ps, and enter'd TIraly, 
where he ' expected great. Plenty .of Proviſions, 
but -was wholly diſappointed. ; For the Senate 
had taken- ſuch. care that all,.kinds, of Suſtenance 
was remov'd to the: fortify'd:Plages;' and the reſt 
abandon'd -: -$o that his Soldiers for: want of Vi- 
uals and Neceſlaries began;.to :'murmur, and 
blame his Condue ; and his Puniſhment of ſome 
encreas'd the Hatred of the reſt..;.-S00n after he 
met with another Diſappointment, for approach= 
ing the City of 4quileia, which he expected: to 
enter with no Difficulry, :he found an extraordi- 
nary Reſiſtance ;, for beſides the Strength and Po- 
pulouſneſs of the City, it was, commanded by 
two valiant Noþblemen- of | Rome, and Conſular 
Perſons ,' call'd.-Criſpinus and AMenefilus , who:had 
ſo-well furnith'd the City. with-Men and Ammu- 
nicion, . that Adaximmus. found great Difficulties in 
palling the River to-inveſt; the. Place, Upon his 
alaylting the City, the Beſieged-;chrough. down 
luch Quantities of ſcalding. Pitcai and Sulphur up- 
0n his: Soldiers, that they were not able to con- 
tinue their Attacks ; and fo reſolute were the. In- 
tabitants, that we are aſſured, That che Women 
cut the ' Hair off their Heads toi furniſh the Sol- 
dier. with Bow-ſtrings. This unexpected Oppo» 
[tion drove Maximinus into ſuch. a terrible;Rage, 
that having no Power to exerciſe his Cruelties 
upon his Enemies, he turn'd his Fury againſt ſe- 
Teral of his Commanders, 4 ann he put to Death, 
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as if the City had held out through their careleſs 
Nzegle&. But during this Siege, and the March 
of the Emperor Pupienus, Rome endur'd great and 
new Afﬀlictions, occaſion'd by two 'of Maximinurs 
Soldiers, who entering the Senate-Houſe for 
News, were ſlain by two Senators; which rais'd 
ſuch Tumults and Conteſts between the Prev 
r1an Soldiers and the Citizens, that. after ſeveral 
Slaughters and Cruelties, the City was ſet on Fire 
by the Soldiers, -and a great Part of it conſum'd:; 
the Emperor Balbinus not being able to ſtop the 
Fury either of the Fire or People, was conftrain'd 
to retire to his Palace. *'So that during the Tyran- 
nical Reign of ' Maximinus, neither the Ciry of 
Rome, nor the Provinces, were free from Wars, 
Turules, Murders, Robberies, and all manner of 
Calamities. | 
In the mean time Maximinus in vain attack'd 
Aquileia ; the Scarcity in his Army, and the Ha- 
tred of his Soldies encreas'd , who daily hearing 
from the Senate of Revolts in ſeveral Parts of the 
Empire, and that moſt of their Wives and Chil- 
dren were at Rome, where Maximinus threatned 
| his chiefeſt Revenge, they reſfolv'd to mutiny and 
Y deſtroy him, to prevent future Calamities. ' And 
* accordingly entering his Tent at Noon-day, when 
He-and his Sens wers repoſing themſelves, they 
The Death boldly ſet uport him, -and flew him without Re- 
of Maximinw fiſtance, and likewiſe” his Son Maximus , ſaying, 
and Maximus. Of g curſed Litter not a Whelp & to be ſpar'd. Theſe 
were the Deaths of Maximinus and his'Son Maxi 
mus, in the'65th and 211t Years: of their Ages, 
making together 'the Twenty ſixth Emperor of 
Rome 5 whoſe Deaths were univerſally ' approv'd, 
having brought thoſe Miſchiefs upon themſelves ; 
eſpecially the Father, who was ſo monſtrous both 
in Body and Mind , that Capiolinus ſays OR 
| ever 
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. Newer did a more cruel Beaſt tread upon the Earth, 
Their Deaths being known in Agqueleia, the In- 
habitants open'd their Gates to the Armv , and 
all became Friends : Their Heads were likewiſe 
ſent to Rome, where they were received with 
the greateſt Rejoicings and Sacrifices, and the 
Meflenger that brought the News, came from 
Aquileia to Rome in Four Days. Maximinus 
Reign'd, or rather continu'd in his Uſurpation, 
about three Years, and di'd in the 991ft Year of 
the City, 261 after the Settlement of the Em- 
pire by Auguſtus ,'238 after our Saviour's Nativi- 
ty,142 after the laſt of the twelve Czſars,and 45 af- 
ter the publick Sale of the Empire by the Soldiers. 


IT. TheDeath of ſuch a dreadful and formida- 
ble Perſon as Maximinus, caus'd a great and ſudden 
Alteration in all Mens Minds ; and Pupienus and 
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Balbinus continu'd Emperors without contradicti- pyup;enus and 
on, having been formerly created by the Senate. Balbinus cons 
The former who was arriv'd at Ravenna when Maxi- 1272 Empe- 


minus was ſlain with all ſpeed, repaired to Aquilera, 
to ſatisfy the Army there; and being receiv'd with 
great Joy. and” Satisfaction both by Citizens and 
Soldiers, he paid off the latter, gave them great 
Rewards , 'and diſpatch'd the Standing Legions 
to their reſpective Cities and: Provinces. © Aﬀter 
which he return'd to Rome with ' a Body of Ge#- 
mans for his Guard , which he choſe upon the 
Account of Conteſts between the Pretorian Sol- 
diers and the Citizens of Rum9'; who, under- 
ſtanding the' Death of Maximinas , were all pa- 
cif'd, and repair'd - with the Senate to receive 
Balbinus into the: Empire,” and young Gordian for 


Czfar, as formerly, being allnobly and ſplendidly 


entertain'd. Peace being thus'eftabliſh'd beyond 
all ExpeRation, -the.ewo Emperors with extraor- 
"AD H h 3 dinary 
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dinary Acclamations enter'd the Senate-Houſe ; 
where, according to. Cuſtom , they were ftil'd, 
The Fathers of the Senate, and great "Thanks re. 
turn'd to them, as the only Preſervers of the Romans 
Lives and Eſtates. And in Remembrance that 
theſe Emperors were created by the Senate with: 
out the Soldiers, ſome highly: extoll'd the Fa- 
thers , for their Care, in elefling ſuch wiſe and 
worthy . Emperors, contrary to the raſh and indiſcreu 
Prattice of thoſe who. had often choſew their Gy. 
vernors, according to their own Intereſts ,' not the 
publick Good 53 and whoſe Actions commonly brought 
their untimely, but deſerved Deaths, Which Speeches 
the Pretorian Soldiers took fo hainouſly, that they 
began to diſlike the Propoſition of Pupienus and 
Balbinus , holding themſelves highly affronted 
both for the bringing in of the German Guards, 
and for the Senates ſeeming to triumph over 
them , and taking. away their Authority of ma- 
king Emperors. -. And. fo great was their Inſo- 
lence and Ambition , 'that from that - time wy 
not only wiſh'd but practis'd the-Deaths of thele 
two Emperors; who govern'd all things with great 
Skill and Prudence,. made many good and profit- 
able Laws and Ordinances , and ſent neceſſary 
Forces to all Provinces, doing Juſtice imparrnally, 

reatly honouring the Senate, and generally 


hewing themſelyes courteous and affable to all 


Men. But all this wou'd not avail to gain the 
Aifeions of the Soldiers ; for Virtue and Good- 
neſs ſeldom pacify. the Hatred of lewd and 
wicked men , when their | Licentiouſneſs is re- 
ſtrain'd and difallow'd; therefore all their principal 
care was how they might ruin theſe two good 
Emperors, without: -any Danger to: their own 
Perlons and Fortunes. ES | 

But the German. Guards and: the Citizens night 
| | ave 
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have been a ſufficient Protection for the Em- 
perors, had not their own private Jealouſfies and 


| Emulation open'd a paſſage to their Ruins ; for 


they were wiſe and aged, and both were care- 
ful of the. publick Affairs, yet they too much 
conſider'd their private Intereſt and Refent- 
ments. Pupienus priz'd his Wiſdom and Experi- 
ence above the others, and judg'd the Superio- 
rity to belong'to him ; and the other expected 
it upon the Account of the Nobility and An- 
tiquity of his Houſe and Family ; ſo that each of 
them having his own Guard, in a manner ſtood 


_ upon his own. Defence againſt the other, though 


one Palace contain'd them both. About. the 
ſame time the City was alarm'd with the News 
of the Parthians, or rather Perſians , invading the 
Empire with Succeſs, and likewiſe of the Ger- 
mans being up in Arms to the Hazard of that 
Province z upon which theſe ewo Emperors pru- 
dently agreed to march both in Perſon, one into 
the Eaſt againſt the Perſians, and the other to the 
Welt againſt the Germans. But while great Pre- 
parations were making againſt both theſe Ene- 
mies, the Capitoline Games were publickly cele- 
brated in Rowe ; to which the greateſt Part of 
the Emperors Guards and Family reſorted , both 


of them remaining in the Palace ſmally attended, 
without any Suſpicion of Treaſon qr Violence. 


The Pretorian Soldiers finding this advantageous 


Time, for which they had long waited , enter'd 


the Palace with great Fury, all.in Arms ; which 
Pupienus perceiving, he ſent with the utmoſt ſpeed 


for Balbinus , and likewiſe for both their Guards 
-which | might have been ſufficient for their 


Defence. But: 'Balbinus out of ' a vain fuf- 


| picion that his Colegue ſent.for his Guards 
to at ſomething againſt _m nat only Oey 
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ed Time , but hinder'd the ſending for the Ger- 
27ans ; fo that theſe Traitors had eaſy Acceſs in- het 
to both the Emperor's Chambers, where in their pint 
Rage they diveſted them of their Imperial Robes, uc 
and barbarouſly hailed theſe poor innocent Em- he 
perors, like two Criminals, through the midſt of Whei 
the City towards their Camp : Bur underſtanding Wor 
that the Germans Were haſtning after then to their {wa 
Relief and Reſcue, to put an End to all further Wnc 
Conteſts. they ſlew them both, and left their Bo- ror 
dies in the Streets, This was the deplorable End Emil 
of Pupienus and Balbinus , making together the Want 
twenty Seventh Emperor of Rome, and Reigning hc 
a little above a Year ; who after they had been WſWhis 
rais d by their illuſtrious. Merits and Lineage to Want 
the higheſt Thrones of human Glory, were de- an 
ſtroy'd principally by means of their own Wot! 
private Jealoufies and Ambitions. Their Deaths fol 
hapned in the 992d Year of the City, 239 Years Woo 
| afrer the Birth of our Saviour, and 46 after the = Ci 
| publick Sale of their Empire. bl 


4 _ HI. The Soldiers having committed this exe- I be 
2-0, Crable Murder , 'by Accident met with young I » 
' Gordinmade Gordian in the Streets , whom they immediately I w 
| Emperor, fJaluted by the Title of Juguſtus and Emperor, dc 
BM crying out to the People, Since thoſe rwo Empe- ÞÞ at 
rors were dead who were created againſ} their 'Con- If 10 
ſents, they wou'd new chuſe Gordian, whom formerly Nſ w 
they dcſired to'be made Czar 5 who in this manner I C 
went wita them-to their Camp. Gordian being | ar 
thus chofen by the Pretorian Cohorts, the Senate Il E 
and People ſeeing no-Remedy-againſt their pre- If as 
tended Authority, - willingly 'approv'd. and. con- | E 
firnr'd the Eledtion/;' for he was generally belov'd I} tt 
in the City upon. the Account of | the: Merits of 
the' two former - Gordians ;. And from this Eledi- IN R 
1 +; on 
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n there enfu'd an amicable Correfpondence 
tween the Soldiers and Citizens', Gordian be- 
pinning his Government with good  Orde and 
gwcceſs. Gordian was but 16 Years of Age when 
he enter'd upon the Empire , and ſome tay leſs ;' 
being of a very ancient and i!luftrious Family 3 
fr his Grandfather Gordian, by the Father's ſide 
was deſcended from the Family of the Gracchi, 
and by the Mother's from the Renowned Empe-' 
ror Trajav. This Young Prince was of a very 
mild and docible Diſpofition , and fo ſtudious 
2nd given to Learning, that we are affured, that 
he had 62000 Books in his Library. He began 
his Reign with many publick Feaſts arid Games, 
and a Munificent Donative and 'Diftriburion 
among the Soldiers and Citizens ; in which and 
other Matters this Young Emperor fo much 
follow'd the Counlels of wiſe Men , that he 
ſoon gain'd much Love and Reputation in the 
City. But his-Intereft was not fo ſoon eſta- 
bliſh'd in the Provinces ; for in the firſt Year of 
his Reign, a Commander call'd Sabinianus re- 
bell d in 4frick ; but the Governor of Marunrita- 
wa by Gordian's Order marching againſt him, he 
was ſeiz'd by his own Men, who craving Par- 
don for their Offence, brought him to Carthage, 
and deliver'd him into the Hands of the Empe- 
ror's. Officers. This and the following Year 
were likewiſe attended with ſuch Accidents and 
Calamicies, as drove the Romans into great Fears 
and Superftitious Projects ; the firſt was. a ſtrange 
Eclipſe of the Sun,which made Noon-Day as dark 
as Midnight ; which was follow'd by ſuch terrible 
Earthquakes , that many Cities and' Towns of 
the Empire were ſwallow'd up and deftroy'd. 
This Young Emperor 'in the beginning of his 
Reign took care to ſtrengthen his\Intereit many 
Ways ; 
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* Ways ; but more eſpecially by 'the Alliance of 


Miſithens his Prefe&t and Inſtrutor, whom he { 
much honour'd for his great Wiſdom and Learn- 
ing, that he marri'd his Daughter ; and the Ay. 
thority and Council of this Perſon made his 
Reign very proſperous, and much efteemed. For 
Miſitheus, though but of an ordinary Family, 
was of great Virtue , and fo diſcreet and exac 
in all his Actions, that though Gordian. was fo 
very young , and naturally inclinable to Vice 
and Senfuality, yet he form'd him into an excel- 
lent Prince and Governor, both in Peace and 
War. Which plainly demonſtrates, that it 1s the 
greateſt Strength and Glory of a Prince to have 
a good and wiſe Council, and to have his Court 
repleniſh'd with honeſt and worthy Perſons; 
and of this, Gordian was always ſenſible , as ap- 
pears from the following Letter written by him 
ro his Father-in-Law , in Anſwer to another 
which contain'd ſome Dire&tions and Reprooks. 
If the immortal Gods had not protefed the Roman 
Empire, I had been deluded and ſold by theſe wicked 
Perſons : For now 1 am fully convinc'd , that Falix 
ought not to have been intruſfed with the Roman 
Coborts, nor Serapion with the fourth Legion : And 
not to mention all my Errors, I acknowledge that | 
have atted many things that T ought not. But Hea- 
wen be prais'd , through your Inſtruftions , who nevi 
att upon ſordid Principles, \I have learnt ſuch things 
as Þ cou'd never have known while T was (hut up 
my Palace, For what coud I have done , while | 
was blinded by Maurus, who was Confederate with 
Gaudian , Reverendus, and Montanus ? So that 
whatſoever they approv'd or condemn'd , relying up 
their Integrity, T' accepted or rejeted. Therefore, Fa 
ther , that Prince is extreamly unfortunate, who. has 
not ſuch about him as will tell hims the Trath withous 

Diet 
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Diſguiſe : For as a Ring cannot. immediately know 
what paſſes among his People , of Neceſſity be muſs 
underſtand it by the Relation of others, and diſpoje 
Aﬀairs ' according to their Information. 

For Four Years this Emperor Reign'd in great 
Peace and Proſperity, to the general Satisfaction 
of all Men ; in the Fifth he was alarm'd with 
the News from the. Eaſt that the mighty Sapor, 
King of Perſia, who ſucceeding his Brother Ar- 
zaxerxes in his Kingdom, had furiquſly enter'd the 
Confines of the Roman Empire, and paſs'd as far 
33. Antioch in Syria, which City he had taken, 
and pillag'd the Adjacent Provinces. Gorgar 
caus'd the Temple of , Fans to be open'd., and 
lefr Rome with a brave and well-train'd Army, 
and large Proviſions and Sums of Money for their 
ſubfiftence 5 and marching by Land from [ly to 
pals the Helleſpont into 4ſ/a , he paſs'd through 
Mzfia, to ſtop the Progreſs of the Goths,and other 
Barbarous Nations, which came down like an In- 
undation to have inhabited Zhrace ; againſt which 
he obtain'd ſomeVictories,and left thoſe Provinces 
in a peaceable condition. Having pals d the Helleſ- 
port, he march'd through the Leſſer 4/2 into Syria, 
where he had many Battels and Encounters 
with 'Sapor 3 and obtaining ſome conſiderable 
Vickories, he ſoon recover'd the City of Antioch x 
and ſhortly after proceeding furcher, he took 
the great Cities, Care, and Nzj/ibe. For Sapor be» 
ing. diſcouraged - by the firſt Bactels , was now 
ſo. terrifi'd , that notwithſtanding he had a po- 
tent and numerous Army, he durſt not engage 
the Emperor ; but leaving thoſe Cities and ſeve- 
tal others, he abandon'd the Limits and Con- 
ines of the Roman Empire, and retired into his 
own: Country. In theſe Wars all things were 
principally manag'd by the wiſe Counſel ond Io 

retion 


475 


Gordi an's Fx. 
pedirion into 
the Eaſt. 


476 


The Death 


of Mifſzt he MS « 


Philip ad- 
vanc'd, 


The Roman Hiſtory. Book [l, 


redion of the Emperor's Father-in-Law Mifithen, 
who was his Pretorian Preftet, and Commander 
in chief, and govern'd all things with fo much 
Judgment, that he fail'd not in any material 
Point ; and ſo by his Condud and Valour Go. 
dian obtain'd many Conqueſts and Vidories, and 
the Soldiers no leſs Honour and Reputation, 
The like hapned in all other Matters conducing 
to the good Government of the Empire in pe. 
neral ; for he was ſo good and wiſe a Man, and 
che compliable Diſpoſition of the Emperor 'did 
ſo happily concur, that during this Reign , the 
Afﬀeairs of the Publick ſucceeded as proſperouſly ; 
cou'd be expeaed in ſuch corrupted Times. But 
before the Wars were perfe&ly finiſh'd, Mi/ithens 
was ſuddenly ſeiz'd with' a violent Diſtemper, 
which ended his Days ſoon after; being ſecretly 
poyſon'd, as is believ'd,by Philip, a valiant Arabjan, 
who had paſs'd through many Offices and Places 
of Truſt, and after his Death was rais'd by the 
Emperor to the fame Offices, namely to be Pre- 
forian Prefe and General of his Army, not ſuf- 
pedting his treaſonable Deſigns. 

Afﬀeer this new Advancement, a ſtop was ſoon 
put to all the favourable Fortunes of Gordian, for 
Philip ſeeing himſelf fo Potent, and being dazled 
with the ambitious Proſpe& of a Crown, reſoly'd 
to venture all to obtain it;and in order to that he 
us'd all poffible Methods of Kindneſs and Popu- 
larity to gain the Aﬀections of the Soldiers, and 
make them Enemies to Gordian, Then to effec 
this Deſign by his Artifices and Practices , he 
caus'd a Scarcity of Proviſions -in the Army; 
and infinuating to the Soldiers that this proceeded 
from the Youth and Unskilfulnefs of Gordian , 
they determined to make Philip his Equal in the 
Empire, and that he ſhou'd be as his Tutor and 
| Governor; 
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Governor ;/ to which the virtuous young Empe- 
peror patiently. ſubmitred , being unable to. op- 
poſe this impudent Determination. »- Philip ſeeing 
himſelf equal with his Sovereign, became :more 
Inſolent and Audacious, fo that by: means of his 
Youth, 'and the Army's Favour, he began to com- 
mand all, as though -he had been ſole Emperor. 
But Gordias being unable to endure this Diſgrace 
and Incroachment, aſſembled the Army, openly 
complaining. of 'the Infolence and Ingratitude of 


i Philip, adding to this purpoſe, I am but Young, yet 


older by ſix Years than when I was made Emperor by 
you; my Body tender, yet daily expos d to the Chance 
of War 5 my Council raw, yet improuv'd by your Wiſ- 
doms; © and 'my Conqueſts nothing by themſelves , but 
by your Valour famous and renown'd. What then are 
my" Errors , that I may corre them ; or your Grie- 
vances.,, that I may redreſs them ? For 1. ſolemnly de- 
clare, 'That it is only for the Good of the Empire, and 
for your ' Happineſs: that I can wiſh to live. . Not- 
withſtanding theſe Complaints, Philip fo cun- 
ningly and ſucceſsfully: manag'd his Attairs, that 
the poor young Emperor was diſplac'd, abandon'd 
by all,and reduc'd to that Extremity, that he ſent 
to enitreat Philip, That if he wou'd not permit him 
to be his Equal, that. be /wou'd pleaſe to allow him the 
Dignity of Czſar 5 bur not allowing him that, 
He deſir'd to be his Prztorian Prefect: Which be: 
ing likewiſe den!'d, he humbly requeſted him, 
That he -might be one of his Captains as long as he 
ld. At this Petition Philip's cruel Mind fome- 
what relented ; but afterwards conſidering how 
much Gordiay was belov'd in Rome and Africk , 
and other 'Provinces, both for his Family and 


Virtues, he commanded him to be ſlain , which 


was the deplorable End of the youngett Gordian, 


the Twenty eighth Emperor of Rowe, in the 22d 
Year 
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Year of his Ape, after a ſucceſsful Reign of near 
ſix Years; a'Perſon of great Deſerts and Vir- 
tues, who had-perform'd many excellent Things 
to'the Good of. the Publick, but unfortunately 
liv'd in a State and Age ſo abominably corrupt- 
ed by wicked Emperors and Tyrants , that now 
there was no Security for good or bad'Princes, 
He was infinitely belov'd by the:Senate and Peo- 
ple of Rome, and likewiſe by the Soldiers, who 
call'd him Their Son. Though im this ſudden Fury 
they brutiſhly -murder'd him, by means: of the 
Delufions of Philip, yet they-made him a Sepul- 
chre in the Confines of Perſia, with this Inſcrip- 
tion in the Latin, Perſian, Hebrew, and «Egyptian 
Tongues: © To the Divine Gordian , Conqueror uf 
* the Perſians , -Goths, and Sarmarians 3 Extim- 
© guiſher of the Roman Civil Di{cords, . and" Subs 
© duer of the Germans, - but+ not of 'the Philippians, 
His Death hapned in the 999th Year of the City, 
267 Years after the Settlement of the Empire by 
Auguſtus , 244 after our Saviour's Nativity, 146 
after the laſt of the Twelve Czſ/ars, and 5 x' after 
the publick Sale of the Empire. G4: 


IV. Thus Philip ſucceeded: in. his Wickedneſs; 
but Juſtice was more ſpeedy in the puniſhing the 
reſt of Gordian's Murderers; for it 1s obſerv'd all 
thoſe Nine that flew him; periſh'd by their own 
Hands, and with the ſame: Swords they nsd 
againſt him. But Ph/ip eſcap'd a longer Time; 


. and was ſo fortunate as to be immediately ſworn 


and obey'd as Emperor by the Army: Where 
upon he wrote to the Senate an' Account of his 
Election, and of che Death of Gordiay, which he 
falſly told the Fathers, proceeded from a natural 
Diftemper. But we are told , That the Senate 
were ſo far from complying with Philip's Eledtv 
ON, 
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on, that they Choſe one M. Marcinus, and then 
Valens Hoſtilianus ; \'but both dying ſuddenly , 
they approv'd of Philip's Election, and gave him 
the Title of Auguſte, TFulins Philippus was by 
Birth an Arabian of Trachonites, of diſhonourable 
Parentage, his Father being a notorious Captain 
of Robbers in that Country. He was bred up 
in the Wars among the Roman Armies , from 
whence he learn'd Experience and' Valour, and 
fom his own Country, Treachery and: Cruelty. 
He took his Son Philip, though-a Child of about 
fx'or ſeven Years-of Ape, for his Companion in 
the Empire ; of whom it is -obſerv'd, that he was 
of-fuch a compos'd and melancholy Temper, 
that mo Man'by aby Invention' cou'd make him 
Laugh or Smile. -'Ph;/ip being more "than ordi- 
naly defirous'to rettirn'to Rowe, and to ſee him- 
{kf Lord of that mighty City, made a very dif- 
honourable Peace with the Per//ans ; and leaving 
to. them all che-Province of Meſopotamia , and 
Patt of Syria ; -he' march'd his Army towards 
Rome. | But ' firſt the / defign'd® ro vifit his own 
Country, Arabia; and arnving there, in Memo- 
ry of his Name he founded a City, -call'd Philc- 
= , hear his Native Place' and Habitation ; 
rom whence he' took his Journey towards Rome. 
Arriving” at the City, *though he was receiv'd as 
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Sovereign Lord, yet not with thoſe Applauſes 


and Bleflings he expected; for his diſhonourable 
zIving up the Province of Meſopotamia was no 
ways pleaſing to the Senate- or People. Which 
when he underſtood, he made a large Donative 
and Diſtribution of Money, and other Preſents 
among the People, to rezain their Eſteenis ; and 
after that ſought an Occaſion to make War 
apainſt the Perſians, and likewiſe proclaim'd it 
with a Reſolution to recoyer the Honour whick 

he 
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he 'had there loſt. But this War came to ng 
Action, for. the Perſians being. much weakned in 
che late Wars, and dreading. the, Roman Power, 
gladly.reſtor'd. all the Provinces, without War or 
Bloodihed. | | 
We have but little or no Account of .any more 
of. this Emperor's Actions, till in the fourth Year 
of his Reign," which. was. juſt -a-thouſand Year 
fince the Building of the. City, he order'd the 
Celebration.of the famous Secular Games , as.it 
were ſolemnizing the Birth-day of Rome 3 which 
Games were regularly exhibited - but - once in-a 
hundred Years, though theſe were but forty three 
Years afterithoſe laſt under Severws. They were 
never-exhibited but by. five Emperors, before the 
Removal of the Imperial: Seat to: Bizantium, or 
Conſtantinople, by. Auguſtus, by. Claudius, by Domi- 
tian, by Severws,, and laſtly by this, Emperor Phi- 
lip, who celebrated them with greater Pomp. and 
Maegnificence than-eyer had.been known. before, 
by Reaſon of the ſolemn Commemoration of. the 
Building of-.the; City. In the | Circus Maximm 
were hunted., baited, and,encountr'd , -infinite 
Numbers of all ſorts of ſtrange and wild Beaſts; 
ewo thouſand: Gladiators were match'd, who flew 
each other. to give..the Spectators: Delight; and 
in Pompey's Theatre were ſuch variety. of, Shews 
and Games,, as laſted three, Days, and as many 


| Nights , without: Intermiffion 3. where were: ſuch 


innumerable. Company of Lights, that the People 
cou'd ſee as well at Midnight as at Noon-day, 
But towards the Jatter End'of theſe famous Sports, 
Pompey's Theatre accidentally took Fire, and the 
eY Part of. that glorious Edifice was cot 
am'd ,, together with ſome other Magnificent 
Buildings near it, before it cou'd be extinguiſh'd. 
Upon the Occaſion oi thele great Games, we are 


told, 
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told , That both Philip and his Son were con- 
10Y verced to Chriſtianity ; and that the Father being 
US baptiz'd by Pope Fabian, after Confeflion of his 


"| Sins, was admitted to the Sacrament. Euſebius 
TY intimates that Philip going on the Vigils of Eaſter 

with the reſt of the Chri#ians into the Church or 
- Aſſembly, to be preſent at their Prayers, the Bi- 


ſhop of the Place wou'd by no means ſuffer him, 
"| unleſs he wou'd make publick Confeflion of his 
* Sins, and paſs through the Order of the Penitents, 


f becauſe of his being guilty of many heinous and 
" & enormous Crimes, to which he readily ſubmitted; 
. Some attribute his Converſion to the Endeavours 
of Origen; and others ſay, That he only fain'd his 
e + 7 - +27 
« | Religion, to make the Chrif1ans to Joyn with him 
r | #ainſt the Pretenſions of Decizs., But none of 
; If theſe having any certain Foundation, we cannot 
; } <all Pilip the firlt Chr1#;a Emperor, as ſome have 


1 | done. | 
ay Philip thus reigning in a peaceable Poſſeſſion 
of the Empire, the Gorhs, who. had been repell'd 
by Gordian, again paſs'd through Mz/ia into the 
Province of Thrace , burning many Cities and 
Towns in their March. Againſt whom the Em- 
peror ſent Marinas, a Perſon very valiant and 
expert in Wars; who when he was ſettled in his 
Charge, by the Favour and Afliſtance of his own 
Soldiers, and of the ordinary Legions of 11yr- 
tum, he reſolv'd to Rebel, and co make himſelf 
Emperor, holding ic lawful to betray him who had. 
been a Traytor ' to another, and was according-. Marini: pro- 
ly ſworn and proclaim'd Emperor by the Army., claim'd Em- 
Upon which Pbzlip was in a great Conſternacion; / ons by bis 
and in great Fear complain'd to the Senate of 7 
te Tngraticude and Preſumption of Maris : 
Bur his Succeflor, Decizs,. then preſent, wich much 
Aſſurance cold him , That his Preſumption wou'd 

i very 
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and Slain. 


Decius made 
Emperor by 
the Army. 


Office; 


wery ſhortly be his Ruin, which prov:'d true: For, 
within' a few Days after, the ſame Army that 


chofe Marinzxs, being diffatisf'd with his Behayi- 
our and Carriage towards them , were as ready 
'to take his Life, as to give him the Empire; and 


accordingly they flew him. Upon notice of this, 
Philip remembring what Decizs had ſaid in the 
Senate, gave him the Charge and Command of 
the Army againſt the Gorhs, with a conſiderable 
Augmentation. of Men, Money, and Proviſions. 
Decins was a Man of extraordinary Wiſdom and 
Experience, and ſufficiently able to diſcharge that 

| FX that when he arriv'd at the Camp, 
alt the Soldiers, 4s well for the Worth of his Per- 
ſon,, as their Fear of' being puniſh'd by: Phily 
for their former Crimes , relolv'd' to chuſe him 
Emperor; and by conftraint and againſt his Wil 
they ©oblig'd Him to. take upon him the. Title 
and Dignity of” Emperor. Decinus ſeeing rank 
thus unexpectedly advanc'd, for. his future. Secu- 
rity, us'd this piece of Policy : He ſent a ſggret 
Meſſenger with all ſpeed, to, acquaint Philip, 7hut 
being violently compell'd by has Army , he bad umuil- 
lingly aſſumi d the Tithe is Emperor , but accounted, LW 
Man Emperor but him ; therefore he hop'd that. bt 
wou' d' not be offended. at has Carriage , ling, fs 
That as ſvon as he-cou*d" poſſibly get any Liberty. 4 
wou'd utterly renounce that Title, and all Pretenſions 
to Sovereignty. By this Contrivance Decius hop'd 
to” prevent Philip's making any Preparations a 
gainſt him, till he might ſtrengthen his own, In- 


by 


cereſt fo far as to be in a Condition to defend 
himſelf ; but Philip was too well acquainted with 
Human Artifices to rely upon, ſuch, Promiſes; 


therefore in a' great Rage. he refolv'd: to, March 
againſt him in Perſon. In Ocder-to. which, bt 
ſent for che Standing Legions out of ſci eral Pro: 
VInCes, 
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vinces, ſand made new Levies, threatning with 
many Oaths-and Curſes, tv c«r-Degius and all: bs 
rebellious 'Legibnu4u Pieces; andVin' this Manner de- 
parted from ' Rowe'i, ' commanding his" Soldiers 
with ſuch-Angeriand Haughtineſs, as made him 
odious-to his Army-::'S0'that they eſteeming De- 
cit more” Worthy. of the Empire! than he , 'be- 
fore they! left:7:aly,\ in the City: of Verona , they 
openly.:proclaimid” Deoms, ' and? ferting violently 
upon hig? p":thev; cue! off: his Head, or: rather The Death 
deav*d:ir/in/ſunder; juſt by: his-upper Row of ,; phil. 
Teeth::is/Fhig:was the deſerved Death of 'Philp, ; 
the: 'Tweney Mmimh'i Emperor 'ofi-Rome , after a 
Reigw-of abourfive Years3-ai Perſon who loſt his 
Life and Empire. by-the fame treaſonable Means 
thacthe obtain'd it; ahd likswifÞby the ſame Sol- 
diers3' his Death being -al{6: facceeded' by thati of 
his melancholy'iSon' in Rime-, who'iwas flain by 
the: Pretorian Soldiers , for having 'only the Title 
of :Emperor-and-ſince by 'reafon of his 'Youth' 
he:cou?d no© havecthe? Authority o6f-Emperor ; '- 
have:noe:lreckon'd-bim' as fuch. - The Death of 
Philip _ in the' 15624 Wear of the City, 
249 aſtefour'Saviour's Nativiey;>and 56 after the 
pablick Sale oft che'Empire: 4s RIEL / 

ry "Jy ..TSYVOUITOM :> @ (1300 4 | 

V;- Soon after-the Death of Philip; 'and his Sott, A.D...-» 
Decias withoue Contradiftion' was acknowledg'd 249... m 
and confirm'd Emperor, not only by his own D-cius made 
Soldiets> bur ao by" the Senate,” By all the Pro- Emperor. 
vinces, andthe" Arttiies; who gave him the Tice 
of  Hupwftins/ *Heo) was now about Forty fever: | 
Years of ge, and” was borty In- a'City, call'd 
Cabal; ;' iy the' Lower Panmnonia or Hungary, of + 
Noble and Ancient Family; having held many * 
Offices and Dignities before- he attain'd* to. the 
Empire. ' As foort as = Elke&ion'was 4 

popes \& I ne 


Young Decius 


"The/Romin Hiſtory.' Book Il. 
he left Z. Yalerian,: a wiſe and experienc'd Com: 
mander, for 'General of all his Forces, and:re-: 
turn'd to Rome ;/.'Where: he. ſhew'd himſelf fo 
brave and active. in;Regulation,.. foi ſagacious and 
politick in Adminiftration, "and; became (ſo uni- 


verſally acceptable; by his -modeſt /and' excellent; 


Carriage, that by. the Sentence of the Senate he 
was voted not inferior to; Trajen, and! had' like-' 
wiſe the Title, of  Opti-ms, given.:to-bim./ | He 
ſhew'd a great Veneration: forthe Senate, : and-in 


a particular Manner, prefſerv'd the Authority of 


that venerable Aſfſembly.; following their 'Ad-' 


vice and Counſel'in all Matters, of, Government. 


And among othier;Things, he permitted them to' 
chuſe a Cenſor at their Pleaſure, - which was an 
ancient Magiſtracy; of great: Authority:}: whoſe 
Office was to corre& the Manners and! Cuſtoms; : 
and to. reform. the Abuſes and: Diſorders: of the! 
People, and; therefore had Supreme. Jurididtion': 
over..all Men : And -;this Office;: from-the time" 
that -Rome became ſubject. to! one; Perſon ,, .was:! 
generally uſurp'd by: the. Empetors,',who made ' 
themſelves Cenſors at their Pleaſure. Upon this | 


Permiſſion of Decius,'-the Senate'made Choice of 


his General Valerian for,:Cenfor , | fiotwithſtand-- 


ing. he was then Abfent ; and moreover, without 


any-Requeſt .made. by the- Emperor;;} they normi- 


nated his Son, Deus, for,:Ceſarz and: [his Suc- 


ceſſor. _ | L 


Bu though this Emperor gain'd; ſuch. great Ap-/ 


plauſes from his, Behaviour in general,. yet- he 


exceedingly ſtain/d and, blacken'd. his Reputation! 
by, his. bloody.. Seyerities towards: the-Chritians 3 ' 


againſt whom, in the ficſt Year of his Reign , he 


—_ 


T ais'd the ſharpeſt and .moſt dreadful Perſecution, 


that. had;eyer.. yer; afflifed and oppreſs'd: -the | 
Church... This. was the Seventh General Perſe- | 


cution 
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.Cution: of the! Chrifians;, which broke 'out: about The ſeventh 
fifteen Years. after the. beginning of. the Sixth general Per- 
, Perſecution ounder. Maximinus.. Some: Writers — 
ſuppole this: Perſecution to! have proceeded from DEED 
\Decius's\'Hatred to: his Predeceflor Philip, for be- 
ing :a | Chriſtian, 'or at leaſt'a great Favourer- of 
that [Religion ;_ but others more tiuly aſcribe 
it to his Zeal for the: Cauſe of declining Paga- 
nm, which: he: ſaw fatally undermined by the 
wonderful Progreſs of Chri#:anity, and that there- 
fore there was no- way. to ſuppore 'the one, but 
by the Ruin of the other. For-above a Year and 
2 half this Storm' was very black and violent, and 
no Place inthe Enjpire but felt the dreadful EF 
fefts of it.The Chriſtians were in all Places driven 
from their Habitations , ſpoil'd in their Eſtates, 
tormented in their: Bodies; Racks and Priſons, 
Fines and wild. Beaſts, ſcalding Pirch- and melted 
Wax ; ſharp Stakes and burning; Pincers, were but 
ſome of. the: Methods' of' their Treatment.z and 
when the. former were run over, new were daily 
invented and: contrived. | The Laws: of Nature 
and Humanity were troden; under foot ; Friend 
 betray'd- his: Friend', [Brother his Brother, and 
Children their Fathers; every-Perſon being.am- 
bitious to promote - the Imperial Edidts , 'and 
thinking it meritorious:to bring a!'Chriſtian to the 
Stake. This Perſecution ſwept away:infinite Num-» 
bers, among the reſt, Fabian , Biſhop of Rome 
Babylas , Bithop of :4ntioch;; and Alexander , Bi- 
ſhop of Feru{plem ;, :Nicephorus: affirmfiing it to: be! 
eaſter, to: count the Sands of: the 'Sea-ſhore, than' 
' to reckon up all;the Martyrs that; ſtiffer'd under 
this Perſectition., Beſides, :an.innymerable Gom- 
_ pany. were beaten;; impriſon'd ,card+ rormented., 
among which [Origen was: anei; -afid a (greater! 
Number. ;betook:.themſelves .to; vohuntary: Exile; 
| FEY chuſing 
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chafing rather 'to'commit: themſelves to» the Bar- 
renneſs of. Rocks .and/Mountains; and: the: Mercy 
of wild Beaſts, than'to\thoſe'who had-diveſted 
themſelves of all Reaſon and Humianity.: Amon 
theſe latter , ' was ;Paub of Thebats, 1a: Yourh'o 
fourteen Years of Ape, who withdrew? hinſelf 
into/the Deſerts:of &/£gypr , and: rook- up his A- 
bode and Refidence in a convenient Cavern'in a 
Rock, leading/'for ninety eight Years''w ſolitary 
and anchorerick'Life, and became the Father of 
'Hermits, and all fuck as afrerwards reſign'd' then 
ſelves to :Solitade:y land a more firidt -mortifi'd 
Life, Towatds-the:latter-end' of this Perſecution, 
the Emperor. Decjus took: a Journey 'into' Sy), 
to'eftabliſh the Aﬀairs of the Eaſt; iafid at 4m 
tiech ; having :unjufftly ſlain a litde Son” of an 
Eaſtern .King ,.deposd for an Hoſtage 5 he' at 
temppred to enterithe: Chri#;an Congregation there; 
but the above-nam'd: Babylas,. Biſhop of this City, 
ſtood; at the Door, 'atd with-an-undaunted Bra- 
very told. hini, ' That be wou'd never' willingly permit 
@ Wolf to break in you Chriſt's Sheepfold. | This (0 
exaſperated the Emperor ; thats he imtnediately 
after ſent. for Babylas\; and ſharply expoſtulating 
with _ him for 'the 'Inſolency: of the: Fat , he 
commanded him and many'othets , to ſuffer 
Martyrdom: fo :that no--Part-:of ' the Empire 
was free from the 'Effe&ts of his-bloody Com- 
mands. tft nth”. tov ado 
.' This Perſecution was attended/and ſucceeded 
by many Mifſeries: to-the Empire, and: by great 
Wats and Devaſtatiorivfrom the Gorbsand othe? 
Barbarous-Nations',*wtich occafiorn'd Dro: to 
make- fpeedy.Preparations to oppoſe thetn ' ity 
Thrace-and Mafia, Where they=-had' beew moſt 
ſuccef5ful, 'For the'more effe&ual ſippreſffing of 
them-he'refolr'd' ro: go in Perſon, wd*ts _ 
Qinlf9 - - S121 thg 
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Chap.V. DECIUS XXX. 


the Senate, he left the Government in their Hands; 
and taking his Son along with him, he march'd 
toward the Enemy, and within a few Days after 
he join'd Battel with thoſe furious People; 
which in the Beginning was very doubtful and 
bloody, but at laſt he gain'd the Victory, and 
flew zooco; conſtraining the reſt to fly to the 
Mountains, and other Places of difficult Acceſs, 
not daring to come down into the Plains : 
Which reduc'd them to that Extremity, that he 
might eaſily have ruin'd them, had he not been 
prevented by the Infidelity of his own Com- 
manders. For the King of the G»rhs by an Em- 
baſſy let him underſtand , That if he wou'd give 
bim kave to depart _peaceably , he wou'd abandon all 
the Roman Dominions, kmal return to his own Country - 
Buc che Emperor having poſſefs'd himſelf of all 
the Paſſes, imagining that he might-eafily deſtroy 
them, or make! them. Prifoners, and ſo puniſh 
their former Breath of Articles, wou'd not yield 
to the King's Propoſals. Having ar laſt redue d 
them to ſuch Extretnity, that they cou'd nor'el- 
cape {out of his Hands , he gave Orders to an 
Eminent. Conithander call'd Trebonianus Gallas, 
Governor of the Frontiers of 42ſiz, carefully to 
guard certain Paſſes, through which the Gorbs Je- 
lign'd to march ;':and' that he' might efte&ually 
ſecure them 4. he- gave him the Conimand of a 
powerful Party dof Men. But Galas being ambi- 
tious of making himſelf Emperor;: and by ſuch 
Methods as were often us'd' before,” not only dil- 
tharg'd his Office negligently, but gave fecret In- 
teligence to: the King of the Gorbi, That be wow's 
ket bit paſs quietly; adviſing him'withal, To divide 
be dimy into tr Parts, with one half to Tay-in t- 
buſh, and with the other to attack the Emperi Cap, 
who JuſpeFed no ſuch Attempt 5 and then, faining 4 

| I i 4. Flight, 
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Flight, ſo to retire, as to draw the Emperor. into hi 


. Ambuſcade , where he might undoubtedly deſtroy him, 
Authors do not exaetly agree in the Relation of 
this private Contra; but however, the Treaſon 
of Gallus ſo far ſucceeded, that Decius. was 
brought to engage the Gorhs with the greateſt 
Diſadvantage, and yet continu'd Fighting with 
extraordinary Valour and Bravery. In a ſhort 


time young Decius, being mortally wounded with. 


an Arrow, feil from his Horſe in the ſight of his 
Father the Emperor, who immediately cry'd'out 
to his Soldiers, :Not to be ds{courag'd ; for the Death 
of one Knight would be no Prejudice to the State or the 
Battel, But at length foreſeeing his Ruin, and 
that the Goths had apparently the Victory , that 
he mighe not fall into the Enemy's Hands , he 
clapt his Spurs to his Horſe, and rode furiouſly 
into a deep Lake or Bog, where by reaſon of the 
weight of his Armour, he was ſoon ſwallow'd 
up, and his Body never. cou'd be found. And 
this was the miſerable Death of Decizs , the thir- 
tieth Emperor of Rome, on the '5oth year of his 
Age, after a ſhort Reign of two Years and ſix 
Months ; a Prince excellent in all things but in 
Relation to the Chriftians, the Blood of whom 
not only fell upon Him, his Son, and his whole 
Army , but alſo upon the whole Reman Empire 
beſides, by. Means of the Inundations: of the Gotbs 
and: other barbarous Nations, which /at this time 
might have been eaſily ſuppreſs'd; if not ruin'd by 
natural Means, if Providence had'thought it fit. 
The Death of Decizs happen'd in the'ro04th Year 


of the City, 274 Years after: the ſettlement of U 


the Empire. by Awga/fas, 251 afteriour Saviour's 
Nativity, 153 after the laſt of the Twelve Czſars, 
and :58 after the publick Sale of the Empire by 
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Chap. V. GALLUS XXX. 


VI. Aﬀeer the Death of Decizs , the Goths pur-. 


ſu'd their Victory, and made a miſerable Slaughter 
in the Roman Armywhich was intirely defeated ; 
and thoſe that'eſcaped, fled to the Legions com- 
manded by Gallus, who as a Confederate with 
the Goths, was in ſafety : Therefore he us'd no 
Revenge for the Death of Decizs, though he made 
great Pretences of that Kind, to conceal his odi- 
ous Acts and Deſigns. -He ſhew'd himſelf very 
induſtrious in ſtrengchning- and 'incouraging his 
Army, promiſing great Service againſt che barba- 
rous Geths, till by his popular Actions he. gain'd 
his Deſire, and with the Applauſes of che Sol- 
diers was proclaim'd Emperor. Intelligence of 
this was ſoon brought to Rowe, where the Senate 
and People were extremely concern'd, as well for 
the Death of Decizs, as the Overthrow of the 
Roman Army ; but underſtanding that Gallus was 


choſen Emperor, and that his Legions had ſecured Galus made 
thoſe that eſcap'd from the Bartel, they confirm'd Emperor, 


bis Election, and gave him the Name and Title 
of Auguſtus. Gallus was now about 45 years of 
Age, and deſcended of an honourable Family in 
Reme, which he much ſtain'd by his baſe and dif- 
honourable Actions : For he not only deſign'd it 
by his treaſonable Practices before he was Em- 
peror ; but after his Advancement he made a 
Peace with the Goths, the moſt ſhameful and dif- 
honourable that ever the Romans made ſince the 
Foundation of - the City 3 which was, Thar the 
Romans ſhow'd ewery Year conſtantly pay @ conſiderd= 
ble Tribute to "the Goths.. So that he might gain 
the Title of Emperor, he was content to make 
himſelf - and the Romans , who were accounted 
Lords of all Nations, tributary and ſubje& to a 
tude and barbarous People : So prevalent is Am- 
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bicton, that it makes Men willing to be.Slaves to 
ſome, that they. may effectually command, othejs, 


Bue the Succelſles of this Emperor prov'd, accord. 
ing to the Merit of his Actions :, For the Goth, 


and other barbarous Nations , not fatisfy'd.wih 


their advancagious Peace, broke it in a ſhort time, 
and like a mighty Torrent: came down upon the 
Provinces of Thrace, Mzſia, Theſſaly, Macedmm, 
and ſome Parts of 4/ia, practiſing all Kinds of 
Ravages, Devaſtations and Maſſacres : For all 
which he ſhew'd but little Regard. On the other 
ſide, the Perſians in 4ſia, ſeeing the extraordinary 
Succeſs of the Goths, enter'd with a great Power 
under their King Sapor, into the Provinces of 
Meſopotamia and. Syriaz and then paſling forwatd, 
they ſubdu'd Armenia, and drove out Tiridates the 
King of that Country. But Gallus not much re- 
garding theſe Troubles and ' Calamities Abroad, 
conſum'd his Time in Rowe, rather as a Slaveto 
his own Voluptuouſneſs, than a conquering Mo- 
narch ; taking for his Companion the Emperdr 
his Son Yoluſizn, though but a Child, and cauſing 


Who makes Virtus Auguſtorum to be ſtamp'd- upon both their 


his Son Yoli- " Coins, as if he had gain'd the Empire by Valout, 
Oo his Fart» nd not Treachery. At the ſame time, to pleaſe 
If and pacify the People of Rome, he adopted a 
'yong Son of Decius; but ſhortly after ,caus'd him 
ſecretly to be poylon'd. | 
The laſt Per- That there might be nothing wanting to com- 
ſecution re- pleat the Miſeries of the Empire, Gallus renew 
vivd. the Decian Perſecution againſt the 'Chriſtiant,, 
which had been much abated ; 'refolving, as: 
were, to imitate his Predece lor in nothing bit 
his Crimes. And this was immediately ſucceeded 
by a moſt dreadful Peſtilence,;;which. beguiniof 
in «£rbjopia in_the Confines, of ;e£gyþi;x; fam 
thence infedted all the Provinces in the World, 
Con- 
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Chap:Y. GA ULUS XXX. 


continuing ſeveral Years'in an unheard of 'man- 
ner, and: deſtroying incredible Numbers of Peo- 
ple in every City in the Empire; from whence 
&, Cyprian, the famous Biſhop of Carthage, took 
21. Occaſion to write that excellent Treatiſe, De 


49k 


Mortalit#te. ' So that all the Reign of chis wicked 


Emperor was unfotturiate and deplorable; as well 
for the Loſs of ſeveral Provinces to foreign Ene- 
mies, as other Calamities. He had only one con- 
fderable Vitory' in Mwxfia, gain'd by his'/General 
Emilian' over the Gorhs 5 of which many thou- 
ſands were lain ,''and the Purſuit follow'd for 
ſeveral Days. But this Victory was fo far from 
being ati Advantage to Gallus, that it ſooh after 
occaſion'd his total Ruin ; for eEmilan by this 
became ſo famous, and Gallus ſo contemptible , 
that the Soldiers, who were pleas'd with the Gifts 
and Promiſes 'of eAmilian, and ever affecting 
Chatiges and Novelties, proclaim 'd him Emperor. 
The News of this ſoon rous'd Gallus from his foft 
Prafures and Delights, who with alt potlible Ex- 
pedition made great Preparations to oppoſe this 


Kdingerous Rival; and leaving Rome, carrying his 


on with him, and a powerful Army, he march'd 
towards Meſria, Here he was met by e&£m:lian, 
who boldly came to a Battel wich him, and ar 
kngth overthrew him , and ſlew both Him and 


Amilian 
proclaim'd 
by the Sol- 
diets. 


The Death 


of Gals and 


his Son, 


his Soty Yokuſtan 5 the Soldiers all joining with the 


Conqueror. This was the deſerved Death of 7re- 
Wnianus Gallus 3 the thirty firſt Emperor of Rome, 
1 the 47th Year of his Ape, after a moſt unhap- 
py Reign of two Years and four Months ; a Prince 
who had ho Excellency that we know ; but by 
is / abominable Practices and Wickednefs , he 
brought innutnerable Milchiefs and Calamities 


port himfelf and the Empire ; by' which his Me- 


itt 


nory-1s Hovortc odions in Hiſtory. He-dy'd 
F , the 
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the 1006th Year of the City, 253 Years. after our 


Saviour's Nativity, and 60 after the publick Sale 
of the Empire. ITT 


VII. e/Emilian, after his Victory over Gallus, 
began to look upon himſelf as real Emperor of 
Rome; and thereupon wrote to the Senate, ſend.- 
ing them intelligence of his Succeſs and Election, 
remembring them of the Negligence and 1IIl- 
Government of Gallus, and of the Provinces the 
Roman Empire had loſt in his Reign ; promiſing 
likewiſe to recover Thrace from the Goths, Meſopo- 


tamia and Armenia from the Perſians, and to clear 
che Empire of all Enemies. But the Senate had 
no Regard to theſe Promiſes, and thei Army on | 


the Alps likewiſe oppos'd him , chuſing for Em- 
peror their own Commander /alerian ; upon No- 
tice of which, «£milian's Soldiers, mov'd with the 
"Hara Reputation of Valerian, whom the. Senate 
avour'd, to avoid Civil Wars, roſe up againſt 


The Death of /Emmilian and ſlew. him , after a ſhort Reign, or 


: fAmilian. 


- Palerian 

made Em- 
peror, and 
his Son Gal- 
kenus Caſar, 


rather Uſurpation of about three Months. Some 
Writers. rank him among the Number of Empe- 
rors ; but becauſe ke was never eftabliſh'd in the 
Empire, nor his Title generally acknowledg'd, 
others more juſtly place him only among the 


' Uſurpers. Upon the Death of eAmilian, Valerian 
was not only acknowledg'd and. obey'd as Em- 


peror by the Army , but likewiſe with great. Ap- 
plauſes by the Senate, who. at the ſame time gave 


; to his Son Gallienus , then in the City ,'.the Title 


of Czſar, -and Succeſſor to his Father, Valerian, 
when he was choſen Emperor, he. was about 
70 Years of Age, which :Time he had ſpent in. 
great Fame and Reputation both under, good and 
bad Emperors, by Reaſon of his Valour and. other. 
Vertues ; and had attain'd ſo many Offices and 

| | | — Dignities; 


—— ly op; Wy moan, =g 
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Dignities- 5 particularly under Decius he was 


made Cenſor of Rome, as was before mention'd, 
ind was' highly efteem'd by that Emperor "and 
the Senate ,: being alſo of 'a very ancient' Houſe 
nd Family. - Finally, in the whole courſe'of his 
Life, | before he arriv'd at- the Empire, he was 
proſperous and fortunate in all his As; fo that 
all had: great Hopes ' that! this Emperor by his 
Wiſdom and - Experience wou'd repair all the 
Miſeries 'and Calamities' of theſe unhappy Times. 
And accordingly he ſet about many Regulations, 
and made Choice of 'nine Governours, and more 
particularly valiant and- Experienced Comman- 
ders, whom he choſe out of the chief of the No- 
bility. > Fiend 92-25 FA, SIA 

- The former Part''of the Emperor's Reign was 
acceptable to all People ,' and he ſhew'd himſelf 
x preat! Patron''of the Chriſtians , whom he 
treated . with © all :Offices of Kindneſs and Hu- 
manity;;..entertaining them in his own Family ; 


ſo-: that | his: Court i feem'd to be a Church for 
Piety, and a'SanAuary'for Refuge to good'men. 
But: towards 'the> fourth | year of his Reign © this 


pleaſant Scene vaniſhed ; and ſeduc'd by an Arch: 
Magician of e£pypr , who' perſwaded him? That 
nothing” cou'd ſo profee 


493 


the. Affairs as the Reſtoration The Eighth 


of the Pagan Rites ; and the Suppreſſion of Chrifſti- general Per- 
anity, | ſo hateful to the Gods , he raiſed a terri- rr. 


ble Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians , where- 
!n they were treated / with the utmoſt Fury and 
Barbarity - throughout all' Parts of the Empire. 


And this was the: Eighth: general Perſecution of + 


the Catholick -Church, which | broke out about 
devery Years 'after the beginning of the Seventh 
under the Emperar Decius. - Dwonyſius of Alexan- 
aria-tells us , that it-is \needleſs to make a parti- 


(ular Enumeration of 'all the Chriſtians thatiſuf- 


fer'd 


257. 
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ferd in this. Perſecntion $ [bly tis obſervable, 
that. both Men and Women,” young and -old; 
Soldiers and. Ruſticks,,i Perſons of - all Ranks and: 
Ages; were ſome beaten and ſcourg &; others 
beheaded.,. and others; receiv'd the .Crown 'of 
Maztyrdom, by overcoming the Violenct: of Fla- 
ming Furnaces. 'St. Cyprian paſſionately: bewails 
the Miſeries and Sufferings; of the Martyrs in' his 
Letter to Neweſian, and-the' reſt. that were::Con- 
deman'e to the Mines; Nor-did he -hirfelf-efcape, 
being. beheaded, at Carthage, | as; 'X;fus and. Quantus 
had been. before. him, > and.:tho 300; [Martyrs De 
Maja, Candida, who rather: than; Sacrifice. :to:the 
Pagan Gods, cheerfully kpt ot a vaſt Picaf burn- 
ing Lime , kindled for that purpoſe , where.they 
were ſtifled with:the: Smoke and Flame:: {In Spun 
luifecr'd Frufuus Biſhop of Tairagow; at'Rome,, 


Xiſtus the Biſhop ,, and Ste Lawrence his Deacon. 
and Treaſurer of that Church; and:at Ceſare; 
Priſcas, Malchus and: Alexander, who aſbanvd :to: 
ly e idle, while fo may Herg's : wero contending 


or the Crown:,. unavimouſly.:offered themſelves. 
to the Judge ; and gladly [received'-the Sentence. 
of :Marryrdons 1 | bn: bodtincy $1999 3t 


Reign. of this Emperos. ,. which was about" two: 


years, and gave a-fatal Turn-to all his Profperity ; 
for Heaven being highly provoked with the many 


Perſccutions of it's. Faithful Servants, ſent it's 


Scourges. from the Norchern Country,” who came 
down.in; a more forcqudable:Manner thaw even'y; 


' and the Empire in all-Pares began ':to-be ufurped 
by Traytors and Tyrants, to: the great-Danget of 
it's Diiſolucion. The; Emperor himſelf was! the- 


principal Sufferer in theſe Calamiti=s.; for after he 
had made ſoineReſiſtance of rheGoths andScyrbians, 
he was. opliged'to turn all his Forces. againſt S4- 

; pcr 


This -Perſecution continy'd the: reſt: :of the! 


Ghap. V. VALE RLAN:KXXI. 


ble. 27 King. of. Perſia, who with a furious Progreſs 
ravaged Syria , Silicia and Capadgcia, Connng 
ine into. Meſopotamia, both Armics met,.. and a. gene-+ 
Y cal Battel was expected ; but it proved otherwiſe. 
of © For juſt beforethe intended. Ingagement,Valerian, 
1, through the negligence, or as fome believe., the 
Treachery of the General , was; brought into, 2 
ti Y convenient Place without a fufficient Guard ; 
where being ſurrounded by the Per/ffans, and all 
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pe. the Paſſes poſſeſſed, without any great Reſiſtance, 
ms Y be was taken Priſoner by Sapor, who carried this ,,,_. 1.4 


D. | old Emperor into his own Country, and treated jt, Captivi- 
the Y him. with. greater, Indignicies, than, the. meaneft ty by Saper 
rm. Y dlave.For the Lyrannizing Perſiengeceflively {well'd King of Per- 
ey, | with this proſperous Gale, made Valerian. bis Fgot- 4*: 

n | Stool whenever he was. diſpoſed, to'take Horſe ; 

ve, | caufing-the greareſt* Monarch © of *the World, 

on. | to whom all Nations paid Homage,to bÞow-down 

£;;| bis Neck for him:to tread upon it when he mount- 

to: | <d the. Saddle. 3 - this was,:the miſerable. Fats) of 

ng | Licinius Valerian , the Thirty ſecond Emperor of 


res, | Fowe, in the 76th: Year of. his. Age , after--a —- 
ce: | Reignof abqut fix years ;- a Prince eminent, for — 
many. remarkable Excellencies,who for many. years _— 


be. | wanted ng kinds of Succeſs and Proſperity till he 
vo. | wasar laſt mer by the Judgment of Heaven, which 
+ | Fverely, puniſhed..him for his Babgrous Cruelties 
ny | *9 the. Chriſtians ; and this was, likewiſe a Puniſhs., 
es Tent to the. Romans themſelves, who never receiv=, 
ne | <4 ſuch a.Signal Aﬀeone ſince the Foundation of, 
ts: NY their City. Valerian continued abour-ſeven years. 
i | in this miſerable Servitude., nowithſtanding all- 
of: | the Writings, Intercellions, , and - Threats; of the) 
he | Chief Porencates in, the World to. procyre this Re. 
x | leaſe; and-ar length the infilting Perſe Cauled! 
9, ls. Eyes to be pulled ont), and after. that to tbe 
a | fi5ad alive, and'rubbed wich Salt ; , accordingto 
ct £fLgathus 
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£yatbus , he being then about 83 Years of Ape. 
Thiis Remarkable Captivity of Valerian, hapned 
in 1012th year of the City , 282 years after the  : 
Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 259 af. 


ter our Saviours Nativity, 161 after the laſt of ll * 

the twelve Czfars, and 66 after the publick Sale ! 

of the Empire by the Soldiers, | 
Heh ara | b 1 
RES ac ied |< 

——_ "CHAP. VL ; 
From the Captivity of Valerian , and the be- : 
co ao5n2 of, 3he Lhirey Eyrancs, v0 'the Rec fl x 

| fe vetion of Dioclelian”, "the Thirty ninth, | . 

© 1 Emmperor,; when the Empire became firſt divi- || » 

F ard into Indepenaent Par FS 1:/ C 

HL LT? 20W9 H0GUDESREOMNS + SSC V 

© Containing the Space-of about. 45 Tears. c 

LT T Alerimn being taken Priſoner;all Perſons ex- , 

| pected that his Son Ga/lzenus wou'd relieve F 


him;and revenge the Aﬀront;therefore the Senate 
conferr'd the'Empire upon him,” making him | & 
Sole Emperor; who in' a great! meaſure had that 
Authority before, he being'now about 41: Years 
of Age. This Reign was the moſt contus'd and J ; 
calamtous -of 'all'the” preceeding ; and Heayen Þ , 
and 'Earth-feemed equally to threaten the Ruin M 
and Deſtruction of the: Rowan Empire. In the 
beginning of ic 'the' Sun was clouded and darkned, 
ſo that it -did' not appear for many Days : Strange L 
and difmal Earth-Quakes overthrew Cities and” || \- 
Edifices, deſtroying great Numbers of People, | @ 
and ſhaking the Lands ſo terribly, that the hid-" || ; 
den Bowels of 'the Earth , and {tup2ndious Ca- D 
verns 


Chap. VI. GALLIENUS XXXIll. 


verns were Jaid open, from whence flow'd valt 
Streams of Salt Water. The Sea over-ſwell'd it's- 
Banks, and broke into many Continents, drown- 
ing Countries Cities and People ; and ſo' violent 
a Peſtilence rag'd, that in Rome no leſs than 5000 
Perſons died-in a Day.Theſe. extraordinary Ca- 
lamitiesſo moved Gallienus to Remorſe,that think- 
ing to pacify the Wrath of the Divine Power , 
contrary to the Practices of former Emperors in 
theſe Circumſtances, relax'd the Perſecution a- 
gainſt the . Chriſtians, ſending forth his Edids in 
avour of them : Beſides theſe Calamities the 
whole Empire was dangerouſly Invaded on all 
Parts. The Germans overran Rhetia and the Alps, 
and paſs'd into Italy as far as Ravenna ; the Alle- 
mans allo waſted Gaul, and entred Spain to the 
City of . Tarragon: The Goths and Scythians Ra- 
vag'd all Pomtus , and a great part of leſſer 4fia ; 
and in Ewurope,all Greece , Macedonia,and their Con- 
fines. Dacia beyond the Danube was totally loſt 
to the Quadi and Sarmatians, who alſo ſeiz'd on 
Pammonia.; and the Perſians and Parthians , having 
already gain'd- Meſopotamia, poſles'd themſelves of 
a_great.Part.of Syria, About the fame time the 
Soldiers 1n all PartseleQting their own Generals , 
advanc'd-no. efs than Thitty at oncezwho aflum- 
ing the Title of Emperors, are generally. record- 


_ ed by the'Name 'o The Thirty, Tyrants ; and as 


they were all, oppoſite to each other,ſo they were 
ow 'T id 4 197155 x" > $4 
often ones in the Ruin of Gallienus ; by 
Which Big is the Roman Empire was more ſevere- 
ly baraſs' and oppreſsd by it's own Forces thari 
by Foreign Devaſtations : Only . theſe Uſurpers 
who were generally Valiant Men , did often 
defend and Ficure the Empire from the Barbas 
fous Nations, who ſeem'd in a Capacity to over- 
whelm tit, © ot 
K k Gallienus 
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Gallienus in the beginning of his Reign ſhew'd 
ſome Regard to the Publick , ' and particularly 
overthrew Ing enuus , kt valiahc Commander in 
Pannonia , Who had. rebelld, and affiin'd the 
Title of Emperor 3; and ikewiſe defeated the 
Goths'in a Battel'; 3.4 which Vidories he us'd'tn; 
credible Crueſties , deſtroying | in. one City all 
living Perſons. "of afterwards he gave binſelf upto 
Fafe and Luxury; fo that while the whole World 
was, infeited with: W:; 7ars and Defeat ons '9 he £ ge- 
nerally continbed ar Rowe amon g Concubine 


and Pop : Mi with Roſes and other 


Flow&rs, inveritidg new Pleafures and Deli ghits, 
ofteh bathing Mfr ﬀ udying on whe" tight pre- 
ſerve. Figs and other Thurs green all the Year, 
and Having ordinarily athis. Ta fe the, of 
ciobs and coftly Meats Inaginable.”. Vheh "it 
was told him that the Kingdormh, of © £6 ypt had 
rebell'd"againſt him, he hare, "anſwer, Cannot we 
live Without the Linnen of Fgypr ? Having Toft 
Gas! by Ulurpets, he. careleſly Teplied, "Cannot the 
State be.{up upportcd 5 ithout the Soldiers - Cafſſocks from 
thence ?. Beitig informed, of the Del; Sai of Wl a 
by Eatth-quake S.and the Sey tian Invali6n., he 
withour,' any concern faid,, Crate? we [i ſubſet with 
out Salt-Petre ? And being 7 ; MET Ul Tok 
and'Ruin 6f dther Provinces, he always ariſwerd 
With To much Seorn and Ne ligetice , as if if 
had utterly forgor. his Office” and' Di; fhity. 
extraordinary Cargleſneſs atid'Di [rega id for ih 
Publick, was the principal Reaſon rhat ſo' tnany 
Tyrants and Uſurpers made thenſtves rdsand 
Emperors 1 in his'Reign. Ofall which ' we ' mit 

ivefome little Account, thot'in a Very im a 

id diſorderly Method by reaſon'6f the 
Confuſion of 'Aﬀairs,and the Obſcurity 9 BY. 
vity.of the Writers of this Reign. 


Valeriun 


« ..-—_ 


L-x 
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Valerian being taken Priſoner, as was former- The Thirty 


ly mention'd , and his Son Ga/limzs uſing no 
Means for his Ranſom or Revenge, the Com- 
manders and Soldiers in the Eaſt were diſperſed 


with great Grief and Indignation for the Diſgrace 


they had receiv'd. In .this Exigency , Bala, 

General to: YVeleriun, and an excellent Soldier and 

Commander, together with Macrinus, a perſon of 

fngular Worth, and Experience, aſſembling the 

Roman I.eg1ons and .Cohorts, with the unanimous 

conſent 'F all, they agreed to chuſe an Emperor, 

to, recover the Rowen Dominions, and to ſet the 

old Emperor at: Liberty, ſince Ga/liznps rook no 

care.of that Matter. And after many Confultati- 

ons Macrinus was elected gnd obeyed as Empe- 

FOF 5 and wiuh him his two Sqns, Macrinrs and 

Quistus, were .made;his Equals and Companions 

inthe Empire ;.and at:the ſame time Bala made 

Prefect or General of his Army. Macrinus fee- 
ing himſelf made.Emperqr, and Powerful by Rea- 
fon-of. the. Armies, of ;the Eaſt he march'd into 
the Gonfines of: Perfa, and in ſome Battles ſup- 
pres'd the former Infolencies of that. Nation. 
Butrfearing a-,yalant .Commander called 7alens, 
Broconſul of the Province. of Achaia in Greece , 
heſent.aconfiderable Army againſt him under the 
Command: of  Pi{o a, Conſular .Perſon and a good 
Solgier, co ſeize on_that-Country, and ſo-to ,paſs 
into-Italy. Which being .underftood by Valens , 
$;encreaſe this Authority and Power he cauſed 
himſelf,co be choſen Emperor, and aſſum'd the 
imperalQrnaments.andEnfigns; by which he drew 
fuch a Number. of Men to his, Party, that Piſowas 
driven to-refire with his:Troops into Theſſaly ; where 
being ;reduc'd to-fome:Extremities, he us'd his E- 
nemies [Policy , and [like kim, proclaim'd him- 
felf:;Emperar ;-but-was ſoon after overthrovrn by 
K k 2 Valcts 
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Valens Forces and ſlain. Nor did Yalens long enjoy 
his Victory ; for within a few Days after, his own 
Soldiers for ſome Diſcontents , conſpir'd againſt 
him and ſlew him. C400 

Macrinus, who now reigned Emperor in the 
Faſt , receiving Intelligence of the Misfortunes 
of Piſp and YValens, and not ſatisfied with his 
prefent Poſſeflion , refolv'd to March towards 
Rome with a conſiderable Army, to ſuppreſs ſome 
Uſurpers in the Welt, as alſo the legal Emperor 
Galli:nus. Therefore leaving behind him his Son 
Quicins , and Baliſffa , with ſome choice Troops, 
to prevent other Uſurpations in the Eaft ; he 
began his March with 45000 Men ,, and puſh'd 
through the leffer 4fia into Thrace and Achaia, 
whete he overthrew the Goths, who had made 
great Devaſtations in thoſe ' Parts , and con- 
itrain'd them to retire. About the fame time, or 
before, Aurcolus ; Commander of the Legions in 
Iiljrium and Palmatia,was conſtrained by his'Men 
to aſſume the Title of Emperor ; - and perceiv- 
ing that Mzacrinus was entring his Province, 'he 
gathered all his Forces together, and in a bloody 
Batcel , put an End to all his-great Attempts, 
overthrowing and flaying both him and his Son 
Macrinus, Upon which 30000 of Macrinus's 
Soldiers went over to Awreolus,* which fo ſtrefgth- 
ned his Intereſt, that Gallienus, who was ſome- 
what imployed in ſuppreffing other Uſurpers, was 
content to enter into Articles with him ;” and 
make a Peace, which continu'd firm moſt of his 
Reign, But while Macrinus was purſuing his 
unſucceſsful Attempts, Odenatus, a famous Prince 
of Palmerine,a Province in Syria, ſeeing all things 
in Confufion in' the Empire , preſum'd to 
take upon him the Title 'and Condition of 
Emperor |}, © imparting likewiſe. that © Digm- 
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ty to Herod , his Eldeſt Son by his firſt Wife. 
This Uſurpation prov'd both honourable and ad- 
vantageous to the Empire, for he perform'd m1- 
ny noble Exploits againſt Saper, King of Perſia, 
who detain'd Valerian Priſoner, gain'd many Bat- 
tels, recover'd all Meſopotamiz, with the great 
Cities of Ni/ibe and Carras, forc'd Sapor to fly be- 
fore him, took his Wives, his Riches, and Trea- 
ſure, and march'd up to the very Walls of Cre/ 
phony, Bur as his principal Deſigns were againſt 
Macrinus, and his Son, he ſent a great Preſent of 
the Jewels and noble Priſoners, he had taken 


from the Perſians, to Gallienus at Rome 5; who when 


he cou'd not eclipſe the Merit of Odenatus by Vir- 
tue, or ſuppreſs it by Valcur, ſought to deface 
it by Treachery ; but: failing of his Deſigns, our 


of Fear he made him his Partner in the Empire ; 


and Odenatus receiv'd the Title of A4ugn/?zx, both 


col 


from Gallienzs and the Senate. Art which Time 


Gallien;es being not aſham'd to triumph over the 
Perſians, who detain'd his Father Priſoner, and 
to lead them Captive in a Mock-ſhow, ſome fa- 
tyrical Perſons mix'd themſelves with the Prifo- 
ners, and viewing their Faces, demanded F#here 
was the Emperor's Father? Which ſo incens'd Gal- 
lenus , that he commanded them all to be burne 


' alive. 


Odenatus underſtanding the Death of Macrinus, 
and his Son, he turn'd his Forces againſt Qrietus, 
the youngeſt Son, who was lefe with Balifa ; 
and was ſo ſucceſsful as to put an End to his 


Authority and Life together; and alfo did the 


ſame to Baliſta, who for a while had likewiſe 
commanded as Emperor ; by which means Ode- 
zatus Without Contradiction remain'd Emperor 
over all the Provinces in the Eaſt, and was fear'd 
by all the Princes in' the World. But he liv'd 
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not long in this Proſperity , for his Kinſman, 
Mzirius , hoping to gain the-ſame Power and 
Authority, treacherouſly brought about the Death 
of him, and his Son Hered, and made himſelf 
Emperor, though bur for a ſhort time; for the 
lame Soldiers that were Afiltants to him in his 
Treaſon, likewiſe deſtroy'd him; Zenodin, Wife 
to Odcnatirs, remaining a Widow , with her two 


| young Sons, Herennianus and Timolaus, took upoh 


her the Government ,. and began to Rule with a 
Maſculine Courage and Conduct, iſhewing ſuch 
Wiſdom and Yalour, as is almoſt incredible; and 
to the great Diſgrace of Gal/iems, and his Succel- 
for, Claudius, the enjoy 'd the Title of Auguſta, and 
the Empire of the E-/# for many Years; on one 
Side warring againſt the mighty Perſians, and on 
the other, defending her ſelf againſt all the Power 
of Rome, All Writers take ſome Notice of the 
Virtues and Accompliſhments of this Princeſs , 
particularly her Continence , which was fo- re- 
markable, that ſhe was never familiar with her 
Husband after Conception ; nor. yet twice, till 
ſhe knew by natural Signs, whether jhe had 
conceiv'd or not. She was extraordinary learned 


in many Arts and Languages, and had her felf 


abridg'd the 4lexandrian, and all the Oriental Hi 
ſtories, wkeicby ſhe attain'd the higheſt Pitch 
both of Wiſdom and Authority; being liberal 
and temperate in all Things, ſomewhar ſevere, 
yet very merciful. Only the was ambitious, and 
boaſted that ſhe was deſcended in one Line from 
Cleopatra and the Ptolomys of Egypt, and in ano- 
ther from the mighty Sexmirams, Queen of Ba- 


bylou; and in all Things 'a&ed as: ſhe had been 


Empreſs of the World: - But Ga/henas, who fear'd 
Odenatiis , at firſt deſpis'd Zerdbinz' but the foon 
let him underſtand: his ' Eror.by:her frequent 

L overthrowing 


Chap. VI. GAL LIENUS XXXII. goz 


overthrowing his Forces, particularly thoſe under 
the Command of Herachians. About the fame 
time, eZmibian, Commander of the Legions in 
e£oppt, after fome Tumults and Struggles, in 
Injtation of many ochers , proclaim d himſelf .=-ilian, r4, 
Emperor, and with great Courage and Boldneſs 
ſeiz'd on that ancient Kingdom, Burt as theſe 
Buildings had but a weak Foundation, fo a fmall 
Force, and a few Storms overwhelm'd them, 
which was effeted by a Commander fent by 
Gallienus, call'd Theodarus, who us'd ſuch Methods 
that his Friends failing him, he was by him ap- 
prehended, and afterwards put to Death in Pri- 
ſon. 

While Afﬀairs thus paſs'd in the Ea, the other 
Provinces of the Empire were in no leſs Contu- 
ſion, being extremely infeſted and harrafs'd with 
Wars and Uſurpers ;- Gallienus in the mean time 
ſolacing himſelf in Rowe, contenting himſelf wich 
Taly, which was the only Province that remain'd 
firm to him, the reſt ſometimes paying, and 
other times denying their Obedience. In theſe 
general Commotions, Africk alſo made ſome Al- 
terations,, occafion'd by Pomponianus , the Com- 
mander of the Legions , and'Paſſiezus, Proconful 
of the Province, who made Choice of a Tribune, 
call'd Celſus, a Peifon highly eſteem'd for his Celis, 15." 
Virtues and Accompliſhments, and proctaim d 
him Emperor. Burt this poor Prince's Authority 
laſted but ſeven Days, being put to Death by the 
Means of Gallienus's Kin{woman, Gallieza, dwel- 
ling in thofe. Parts, and great Indignities offer'd 
to. his Body. Afﬀter which, 4/rick was free from 
Uſurpers in this Reign , but not from Tumules 
and Confufijons. About the ſame time, Regie 
n4s, Commander .of the Legions about Pannorra, 
ang the adjacent Provinces, was by the Cope 
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Regilianrs , 


I6. 


Ingenuts, 17. 


Cenſorinus, 18. 


Trebellianis , 
19» 


of his Army, and the Inhabitants of thoſe Parts 


proclaim'd Emperar ; . for they were highly in- 


cens'd againſt Gallienus for his Cruelties in theſe 
Countries, when he ſuppreſs'd Iygenuus, formerly 
menrion'd , who was alſo one of the Thirty U= 
ſurpers. Regillianus did great Service againſt the 
Sarmatians, but was at length Slain by the Roxc- 
lani or Ruſſians, with. the Conſent of the Soldiery 
and Peaſants, who fear'd that Gallienus wou'd 
exerciſe new Cruelties. And here it is obſervable, 
That all the Commanders that Yalerian made , 
were in his Son's Reign call'd Emperors; among 
which was Cer/ormus, a Perſon who had been 
Conſul, and held other Offices and Dignities , 
but underwent the ſame Fate that almoſt all the 
reſt did , being Slain by the ſame Soldiers that 
proclaim'd kim. Trevellianus met with a different 


Treatment, though no leſs fatal ; for being pro- 


claim'd Emperor by the Tauri in Aſia Minor, 


 Gallienus ſent an egyptian Commander, call'd 


Ganſiſoleus againit him , who defeated him in a 
bloody Battel, and flew him, bur cou'd not re- 
duce the T/aur; , who by reaſon of their inaccef- 
ſible Country, were often in Rebellion after- 
wards. | | 

During theſe Confuſfions and DiſtraQtions in 
the Eaſtern and Scuthern Parts of the Empire, Gaul 
and the Yeftern Parts were no lefs harraſs'd with 
inteſtine Conyulſions, as well as foreign Devaſta- 
tions. Pofthumus, a valiant Commander, was 
General in Gazl,-a Perſon of great Reputation 
with Yalrian, and ſo much eſteem'd by Gallienus, 


that at his firſt Arrival at the Empire, he ſent. 


him his Son Saloninus, whom he intitled C2ſar, 
to be inſtructed and educated by him: But after- 
wards {ceing the Negle& and ill Government of 
his Father Galliems, partly through the Inhabi- 
tants 
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tants Compulſion , and partly by Means of his 
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own Ambition , Saloninus was Slain , and Po bu- puthumys,20. 


ms proclaim'd Emperor , who with great Cou- 
rage and Conduct foon made himſelf Maſter of 
all Gazl, which he govern'd for ſeven Years, de- 
fending it from all the Inſults of barbarous Na- 
tions who' were ready to devour it, in which his 
Valour .was fo remarkable , that he was ſtil'd, 
The Gallick Hercules. The Succeſs of Poſthumns fo 
rous'd Gallienus from his voluptuous Life, that he 
march'd againſt him in Perſon, with two excel- 
lent Commanders, one call'd 7h:odo/zxs, and the 
other Claudius; and inveſting a City where Poſt- 
humus was lodg'd, the Ganls fo well defended the 
City, and Gallienus himſelf being wounded with 
an Arrow, he was conſtrain'd to raiſe the Siege, 
and likewiſe to make Peace with Aureolus in 1/1j- 
ricum, Which was mention'd before. But all this 
was not ſufficient to ſuppreſs the Power of Poſt- 
bumus , who was now ſupported by an excellent 
young Commander, call'd YVi#orinus, whom Poſ- 


Empire ; by whoſe Diligence and Afiftance, he 
defended himſelf, and protracted the War, ha- 
ving ſometimes proſperous, and other times ad- 
ol Fortune. However, Gallienus returning ro 
Rome, as though he had made a full Conquelt of 
Gaul, enter'd in a Solemn Triumph, giving him- 
ſelf up to his former Courſe of Life and Plea- 
ſures. Here he daily received News of Com- 
motions, Revolts, Incurſions, Devaſtations, and 
Uſurpations, in many Parts of the Empire ; 
for all which he ſeem'd not much concern'd : 
And when he was inform'd of his Father Ya- 
kerian's great Torments and Death in Perſia, he 
coldly alluding to Xenophon's Speech upon the 
Death of his Son , replied, I knew my Father 
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was liable to Death and Miſeries as well as ther 
Perſons, 

Poſthamus now living in great Proſperity, to- 
gether with his Son. Pothumus,, whom he. firſt 
mage C/ar, and then Ayzu/zs, and- his Compa- 
nion in the Empire; hg -govern'd Gaz/ and the 
adjacent Parts with remarkable Juſtice and Seve- 
Ity. But the Gauls, detirous of Change and No- 
velty,revoited trom him,and chole an experienc'd 
Commander, call'd Lolianzs, for Emperor z and 
theſe two warring againſt each other , Poſt hum 
and his Son were Slain by him and the Gauls, Lo/l:- 
anus Temaining Emperor ia thoſe Parts, notwith- 
ſtanding he was valiant and powerful , yet he 
cou'd not aſſume the ſame Authoricy that Poſt- 
hummus had, ſince his Ele&tion was not ſo univer- 
ſal, and Viforinzs the Aſſociate of Poſthumus pol- 
ſels'd a conſiderable,Part of the Country, and 
was ſtill call'd Emperor. ViForings was generally 
govern'd by the new Counſels of his Mother 7:- 
oria or Viftorina , who for her great Valour and 
Maſculine Courage, was iil'd, Mother of Armies; 
and by her Afiſtance he oppos'd Lellanus, and 
in a ſharp Battel defeated him, and flew him, 
remaining ſole Emperor of Gaul, together with 
his Mother , who was now aſlociated with him), 
and .call'd Auguſta. Vidorimus was an excellent 
Prince, but given to Luxury , which was the 
Cauſe of his Ruin; for taking away a Soldier's 
Wife from him, he was Slaia by means of his 
Treaſon near Agrippina or Cologn ; which being 
underſtood by his Mother , by the Afiſtance of 
ſome of her Friends, ſhe proclaim'd his Son, Y+- 
Forinus, Emperor : But the Fury of the Soldiers 
was ſuch, that they ſoon ſlew the Son as they 
had done the Father. Howeyer Y:i&oria wou'd 
not recede from her Authority and Ambition , 

£0 
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to ſupport her felf, by Means of her Favourites, 
ſhe procur'd Terricus, a Senator of Rome, who Tetricus, 26, 
had ſome Command in Gawl, to prochim him- 7:rricas Jus 
ſe]f Emperor, and to make his Son T:1ricus his 2197s 27 
Companion, which he did, and prov'd an excel- 
lent and valiant Prince, making himlelt Lord of 
all Gaz/, and the greateſt Part of Spain, obtain- 
ihg great Victories againſt the- Nor:hern Nations, 
and reigning long fs the Death of Galli. 
In the mean time G=/lienus enjoy'd Rome and all 
Italy, which never revolted from him, while the 
Tyrants or Ulurpers by Turns generally deſtroy'd 
each other, or elſe were Slain by their own 
Soldiers, only ſome few continu'd in facceeding 
Reigns. Of the Thirty, we have mention'd all | 
but three, which were Cyriades, who before Va- Cyriades, 28, 
lertan's Captivity was proclaim'd Emperor by the | 
P-rſians, and ſoon > 4 deſtroy'd; Saturninus , Saturninus , 
who not long after his Ele&tion was Slain by his 29. 
own Soldiers; and Maris a Smith , who in e- Mari, 30. 
ven Days was difpatch'd by a Sword of his own | 
forging. 
Through all the Parts and Provinces of the 
Empire were committed infinite Murders , Rob- 
beries, Deſolations, Inſolencies, and all Kinds of 
Barbarities, T'yrannies and Treaſons , accompa- 
ny'd with an innumerable Company of other un- 
heard of Miſeries and Calamities ; and all jn a 
great meaſure occaſion'd by the Negligence, Vices 
and Cruelties of Gellenus, which render'd him 
both deſpicable to his Subzeas, and in{upportable 
to the Empire. Infomuch that his own Captains 
and Commanders, fmding him uncapable of de- 
fending the State, reſolv'd upon his Ruin; and in 
the Conſpiracy, Heraclianus and Martian, two of 


tas prihcipal Commanders, were involv'd, :being 


not long after prevented with .a fair Opportunity 
| Or 
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The Death 
of Gallienus: 
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for that Purpoſe. For the Peace being broke be- 


tween Gallienus and Aureolus, one of the foremen- 


tion'd Uſurpers, the latter fearleſly enter'd 1raly 


it ſelf, and cook the City of Mediolanum or Milan ; 
which caus'd Ga/lienus to oppoſe him with a pow- 
erful Army, and to beſiege him in that City. Du- 
ring this Siege, Martian and the reſt of the Con- 
{ſpirators, who had agreed with Aureolus, pretend- 
ed that they had private Intelligence. That Au- 
reolus was deſign'd to make a fadden Sally upon 
that Quarter where Gallienus was lodg'd : Where- 
upon Gallienus with greater Haſt than Diſcretion, 
left his Poſt ſmally accompany'd ; ſo that before 
the reſt of his Guards cou'd be gather'd together, 
he was ſlain by theſe Confpirators, together with 
a Brother of his, nam'd Valerian. This was the 
deſerved End of Licinius Gallienus, whom we call 
the Thirty third Emperor of Rome, in the oth 
Year of his Age, after an ignominious Reign of 
about nine years after his Father's Captivity ; a 
Perſon who not only brought Shame and Death 
ro himſelf by his Cruelties and Enormities, but 
likewiſe greater Miſeries and Calamities-upon the 
Roman State than ever were known ſince the 
Foundation of the City. He dy'd 1021ft Year 
of the City, 291 Years after the Settlement of 
the Empire by Auguſtus, 268 after our Saviour's 
Nativity, 170 after the laſt of the twelve Cz/ars, 
and 75 after the publick Sale of the Empire z 
leaving all the Ezft ſubje&t to Zenobia, Gaul and 
the Weſt to Tetricus and Vifforinus , Illyrium to Au- 
reolus , and Thrace , Macedonia, and part of 4fia 
Minor to the Goths and Scythians. 


IT. The Death of Gallienus prov'd a great Eaſe 
and Advantage to the Roman Empire, and gave a 


general Satisfaction to all except his Soldiers, who 


expecting 
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expecting the Riches and Plunder of 1Mediolannm, 
were ſo inrag'd, that Martian and the Conſfpira- 
tors were oblig'd to aſlwage them with a conſide- 
rable .Sum of preſent Money ; ſo that none, of 
their Compony durft preſume to take upon him 
the Title. of Emperor, as was expected. In the 
mean time Flawins Claudias, by the unanimous 
Conſent of all was proclaim'd Emperor ; and be- 


309 


ing a Perſon of great Vertues and Renown, his claude 
Ele&tion was joyfully confirm'd by the Senate and made Em- 
People of Rome with infinite Bleflings and Ap- P*r%7- 


Plauſes. . We are not fully aſſur'd of his Lineage 
and Country; for ſome affirm, That he was born 
in Dalmatia, and was deſcended of an ancient Fa- 
mily ; others., That he was of Dardania ; and 
deſcended from the Blood of the Trojans; and 
others, That he was the Son of the Emperor Gor- 
dian.” However, we are afſur'd, That he was a 
Perſon of extraordinary Valour and Bravery, and 
that. he: had. perform'd excellent Service againſt 
 Poſthumus in Gaul, and againſt the Goths and other 
barbarous Nations in many Parts. He had a ve- 
ry ſtrong Body, and a vigorous Mind, was enu- 
-nent for. his Vertues and excellent Parts ; he was 
chaſt -and continent , moderate and temperate, 
and juſt and upright , both before and after he 
was Emperor ; only he was ſomewhat ſevere to 
| the Chriſtians, He was a juſt Judge, a Lover of 
"Strangers, fevere to the Wicked, but moſt kind to 
-.the Vertuous ; He made excellent Laws and Or- 
_dinances, and in a very ſhort time reform'd the 


. Commonwealth ; ſo that in his ſhort Reign there 


- was a. great Change of Affairs, and he prov'd a 
mighty Prop and Support to a declining Em- 
PIre. : 

The firſt Expedition undertaken by this Em- 


peror was againſt .Anreolus in Medio/arum, who un- 
derſtanding 
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derftanding the Death of Gallieaus, chang'd the 

courſe of his Afﬀairs , expeRting to become Sole 

Emperor himfdlf. But Claudizs reinforcing his 

Army, had Teveral Engagements with Aureolus, 

and gain'd one memorable Victory over him, 

which contaiin'd him to retireunto the Walls of 
Mediclonum 4 from whence he Sought to' come: to 

ſome Compoſition with Clazdius, as he had done 

with' Gellenns: But Clandius ,:as a ventuous and 

- Victorious Prince ,- wou'd - ffot | hearken: ito! "any 
Agrcement' with a Tyrant and Uſurper, and re- 

turn'd him Arftwer \; That |fmch Propoſitions > might 

bawve been ſuifable ro the Temper of: Gallienus; |2ybo 

ffood mm Fear of Aureolus ; #1 for (thimſelf, 'be.'2a5 

reſo! d to do mothing mean 'antl unprincely," but. was d 

The Death make him underſtand be Duty. : Anveolus was after- 
of Aureoli, wards Thin, as (forme Tay , by this: own 'Sgidiers:; 
and as others, by iClaudius's Command, ifighting 
at the foot of -a- Bridge. By his Death: Clandihs 
became Mafter of his Army:, and :of- all zthe 
Countries that the poſleſs'd;; and returning. with 
theſe Succeſſes to Rome ,, he was there receiv'd 
with great Triumphs and/Feaſtings, andfericd rhe 
Aﬀeairs of 'the Publick with -atl imaginable Pru- 
dence and Juſtice. --His principal Care and Study 
-was to reſtore the Empire to;hisformer'Strength 
And Liberry, an ro*recover_all-thavwas:loſt,zbe- 
Thg ready to expoſe himſelf to: all Kinds df Dan- 
pers; and-upon «that' Occaſion,” it 'was:lerioufly 
Jchated in the' 'Senate' which War ſhould) be-un- 
<dertaken firſt, 'and - whether the Emperor Jſhouid 
"£0 againſt Terricus in Gaul, or Zenobia'in theiliaft, 
'or elſe:the Goths.and other *Nations, which:had 
infeſted and poſieſs'dfeveral Parts of the Empire ? 
But the good Emperor ſoon refolv'd their Doubys, 
declaring, That be wou'd firſt «march againſt the 
Goths, and other barbarows Nations , - for - they) were 
Enemics 
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Enemies to the Commonwealth ; but the Uſurpers were 
only Enemizs to Him: Therefore he was oblip d to re- 
venge a publick Wrong before a private TIrjury. Which 
generous Refolution being highly approv'd by the 


Senate and People, he with all poflible Diligence , 


rais'd the greateſt Army that was ever levy'd for 
ſuch a War ; for which there was the greateſt 
Neceflity , ſince theſe Nations had for fonrteen 
Years poſſeſs'd many Parts of the Empire, and 
deſtroy'd many ereat and famous Cities; and 
notwithſtanding they had been ſometimes over- 
thrown 1n Galizenzs's Reign by Macrinns, Avitns, 
and this preſent Emperor 'Claudizs, yet (till they 
polle(s'd all Thrace, a great Part of Mavedonia, arid 
other Provinces. . Theſe People had a great Ha- 
tred to Learning; and pillaging the City of 4- 
thens, they heap'd together a vaſt Pile 'of Books 
to burn, but were. advis'd by one'to forbare, Tha: 
the Grecians Spending their Time on the , might be 


 Þ < 


the. Jeſs capable of War. "Y 
..Not-long before Claudius undertook this War, 
the Gorhs, . out of Deſire of Spoil and Plunder, to 
revenge -former Loſes, 'and expeting Claudius 
ſhou'd be employ'd againſt Terricus andother Pre- 
tenders , perſuaded many Northern People arid 
Nations to -come down upon the* Rex/#2s. Arid 
Joining themſelves with the Herul;, *the"Trutangy, 
the;/;rtungi, and other unciviliz'd Narions,'to the 
Number of above 305000 fighting Men , 'beſides 
Servants, Women and Children ; they came down 
the River Danube With 2000 'Ships fraught with 
'Men and Ammunition , in ſuch-a'formidable 
"Mariner, as made the Empire'to tremble. ' Only 
the invincible Emperor. remain'd fearteſs, -and 
with a brave Arniy march'd "againſt theſe fierce 
People; and being ready to come to an Ingage- 
ment, he wrote the Senate a ſhort Letter to this 
Eitect ; 
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Effet : I am now ready to engage with three hundred 
and twenty Thouſand Men, who have enter'd the Em- 
pire 5 which if I vanquiſh, T ſhall deſerve your Thanks, 
If 1 fail, T hope you will remember that I fight after the 
Reign of Gallienus, 2vho has enerwated the State and 
Government ;, and the Uſurpations of many ambitious 
Perſons, who in Contempt to Him became Trayiors to 
their Country. Our Gallick and Spaniſh Sword-Men, 
the Sinews of our Strength, are taken up in the Weſt by 
Tetricus ; and our Archers, to our great ſhame, by 
Lenobia i the Eaſt : So that, wanting all Neceſſa- 
ries, whatſoever we ſucceſsfully perform muſt be ac- 
counted Great, Notwithſtanding theſe Inconveni- 
encies and Difficulties, Claudins boldly advanc'd 
towards the Enemy , and coming to a Battel, by 
his- extraordinary Valour and Conduct, he over- 
threw theſe barbarous Nations, and made an in- 
credible Slaughter of them.; which was one of the 
greateſt and nobleſt Victories that was ever gain'd 
by the Romans, in which were ſlain and taken 
Priſoners 300000 Men , and 2000. Ships loaden 
with Ammunition ; fo that whole Houſes were 
fill'd-to their Tops with Targets, Shields, Swords 
and Launces, and other Habiliments of War, of all 
which the Emperor gave an Account by Writing 
to the City. In this Battel were taken many. Bar- 
barous Kings, and other Perſons of the higheſt 
Rank among them ; and the Priſoners were fo 


__ numerous,..that no Province nor City in the Em- 


pire was without many of them for Slaves. 

After this famous Vieory , Claudius ' purſuing 
his Advantages, in Thrace near Bizantium, and.in 
Macedonia near Theſſalonica , he had ſeveral In- 
gagements with the Goths, who were poſleſs'd of 
thoſe Provinces ; in which he was ſo fortunate, 
and the Enemy were fo overthrown and. van- 
quilh'd, that the Empire was: reſtor'd to its for- 

nm er 
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mer Bounds in thoſe Parts ;. and for' a confidera- 
ble Time the Goths were unable to make any Op:+ 
polition or Reſiſtance againſt the Empire. From 
hence this Emperor paſs'd with his victorious Ar- 
my againſt che revolted Germans , over which he 
zaind a memorable and glorious Victory, near 
the Lake Benacus , or Garda, the Enemy being 
near 200000 ſtrong. And thus having re-eſta- 
blith'd the. Roman Power, and freed the Empire 
from all Foreigners, he next determin'd to march 
againſt his two puillant Rivals, Tetricus and Ze- 
vobia; but coming near Sirmium in Pannonia, ' he 


Ji3 


was there ſciz'd with a peſtilential Fever, which The Death 


in a few Days put an End to all his great Deſigns, 
to the unexpretfible Grief of all true Romans. 
Thus Claudius dy'd a natural Death, after a ſhort, 
but glorious Reign of one Year, ten Months and 
fifteen Days ; being the thirty fourth Emperor 
of, Rome, and a Prince ſo ſublimely excellent, 
that the Moderation of Auguſtus, the Valour of 
Trajan , and: the Piety of 4ntoninus, are ſaid to 
have all center'd in him. He made a vaſt Progreſs 
towards the Re-eſtabliſhing a tottering Empire z 
and the Senate not only gave him Divine Ho- 
nours,but likewiſe the People ereed him a Statue 
of Gold ten Foot high in the Capitol; and a'Target 
of the ſame Metal, by the Senate's appointment 
was hung, up in the Court. "There was alfo by 
veneral Confent a Pillar erected and compos'd 
of the Prows- of Ships , upon which was plac'd 
his Statue of 1500 Pound weight of Silver, repre- 
ſenting him in his Conſular Robes. He dy'd in 
the 1023d Year of the City, and 270 Years after 
our Saviour's Nativity ; in which time - flouriſh'd 
Longinus, 2 great Favourite of Zenobia , and a 
molt excellent Orator and Critick ; and Porphyry, 


a Few by Deſcent, firſt a Chritian, and after- 
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MH. D. 
270 


AQumtilius 
made Em- 
peror, 


His Death. 


Aurelian 
made Ems- 
Peror. 


The Roman Hiftory. Book Il. 


wards an Apoſtate ; but a moſt acute Phito- 
fopher. 


HI. Immediately after the Death of Clandius, 
the Army unanimouſly made Choice of Aurelian 
for Emperor , who was General of the Horſe, 
and the moſt valiant Commander at this Time: 
But his Confirmation at Rome was for fome ſpace 
retarded by reafon of Qaimtilus, Brother to the de- 
ceaſed Claudius, who being left Commander of 
a ſmall Army to guard Italy, was likewiſe pro- 
claim'd Emperor ; and the Senate , upon the 
Account of his Brother's Merits, and his own 
great Vertues and Moderation , gladly allow'd 
of the Eletion. But upon the News of the 
Advancement of Awrelian , and his great Power 
and Intereſt, Quintilus founding the Minds of his 
Soldiers, and finding himſelf unable to ſupport 
his Cauſe againſt fo formidable a Rival, he re- 
folv'd to dye Emperor, rather than recarn to his 
private Condition ; and thereupon he caus'd his 
Veins to be open'd, and fo ended his Life, after 
a ſhort Reign of only 17 Days, before he was fet- 
ted in his Empire ; for which Reafon I have not 
plac'd him in the Number of the Roman Empe- 
rors. Afﬀer his Death the Senate'and People of 
Rome readily confirm'd the Ele&tion of Aurelian, 
and gave him the Title of Azguſftus , with great 
Joy and Satisfaction. Arnrelian was born of mean 
and obſcure Parents in Dacia, according to ſome, 
and in Mzfia, according to others; being brought 
up in Wars and Military Difcipline from his 
Youth. He was many times Captain and 'Trt- 
bune, and above forty times Lieutenant to other 
Captains and Tribunes : In which Offices he pu- 
niſh'd the Soldiers fo ſeverely for their Inſolencics, 
and was fo ſtrit in Diſcipline, that he was _ 

dreadec 
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dreaded by them : And he likewiſe perform'd ma- 
ny noble Exploits, eſpecially in thoſe Wars in his 
Predeceſfor's Reign, in which he gain'd greater 
Honour than any other Commander, and was 
made by Claudius his General of the Horſe. He 
was of great Courage, and ſingular Strength, and 
perform'd many extraordinary Things in his own 
Perfon ; and particularly, as Theoclms and Vopiſcus 
aſſure us, in the Wars of Sarmatia, he kill'd forty 


Enemies with his own Sword, and at ſeveral 


Times above. nine Hundred Men. His uncom- 
mon Valour and.expeditious Proceedings , have 
caus'd ſome to compare him with Fulius Ceſar ; 
but he much. wanted his Mildneſs and Clemency, 
being in his. Temper very Severe and Cruel ; fo 
that he is ſaid to have been more proper for the 
wg of. an- Army, than the Governour of a 
State. x 

Aurelian being eſtabliſh'd in the Empire, with- 
out any further Delay, march'd with his vitori- 
ous "Army againſt the Swevians and Sarmatians, 
Northern Nations, who had invaded the Confines 
of the Empire; over which he obtain'd a memo- 
rable. Victory. But while he was thus ſucceſsfully 
employ'd, the Marcomanni, and other fierce Na- 


| tions of Germany came furiouſly down into Traly 


it ſelf, and made terrible Ravages and Devaſta- 
tions in ſeveral Parts; fo that Rome was in a 
dreadful Conſternation, imagining all was loſt, 
moſt Perſons being in a Confuſion, boldly and 


openly taxing the Actions and Proceedings of 


Aureliay. The Emperor was much concern'd at 
this dangerous Irruption, and with all poſhble 
Speed return'd to the Relief of Traly ; and com- 
ing to a_ general Battel. with thefe Barbarians, he 
was in great Danger of wiag entirely —_— 
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Hurelian's Ex- 
pedition in 
the Eaſt, 


The Roman Fiiſtory. Book Il. 


For having fought a whole Day from Sun-rifing 
to Setting, the Battel was ſo bloody, that he loſt 
molt of his Troops. But afterwards reinforcing 
his Army, he gain'd three great Vidtories over 
them, and finiſhed the War, deſtroying the whole 
Army of the Marcemanni ; from whence he re- 
turn'd to Rome, highly incens'd at ſuch as pre- 
ſum'd to tax his Proceedings and Management ; 
among which ſome had pradtis'd againſt him. 


And being of a cruel and revengeful Temper, 


notwithſtanding he was receiv'd with great Pomp 
and Solemnity, he us'd many ſevere Puniſhments 
for light Offences and inconſiderable Crimes, and 
put ſeveral eminent Men to Death; which caus'd 


him to be extremely dreaded, and no leſs hated 


by many 1n the City. 2K 
The Emperor ſtaid not' many Days in Rome be- 


fore he undertook an Expedition into the Eaſt 


againſt the great Zenobia , accounting it a Shame 
and Difgrace to the Roman Empire that a Wo- 


man ſhou'd fo freely inſult over it. '. And paſſing 


with a powerful Army through Sclawonia into 
Thrace, he had there ſome Conflicts againſt ſeve- 
ral barbarous Nations that ſought to incommode 
his March. But keeping direly forwards,he arriv'd 
at Bizantium, where he paſs'd with all his Troops 
into the Leſſer 4fia, and eaſily ſuppreſs'd the Re- 
bellions in - Birhynia; doing! the fame in other 


Places without any great Reſiſtance. Tyana, a 


City in Cappadocia , was the firſt Place that: op- 
pos'd him, and ſtopp*d his Progreſs, which fo in- 
rag'd this warm Emperor, that he. vow'd, He 
2vou'd ſo puniſh the Inhabitants, as he wou'd not leave 
a Dog alive, But by an Apparition of the Ghoſt 
of the famous Apolionizs Tyanams , which warn'd 
him Not to deſtroy his Birth Place, as ar re- 

ates 
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lates it, he pardon'd the Citizens; and when his 


Soldiers fully expected all the Plunder, and put 


him in mind of his vowing not to leave a Dog 
alive, he commanded them to kill all che Dogs, 
and to ſpare the Inh1bictants. From this Place 
he march'd to Anticch, and Syriz, againſt Zenobia, 
who with another Amazomian Lady call'd Za- 
valla, attended his coming with a mighty Ar- 
my of excellent Soldiers and Commanders , 
train'd up with great Experience , both under 
her Husband Odenatus, and her ſelf. The two 
powerful Armies approaching each other, a 
dreadful War commenc'd ; for Zenobia, not 
like a weak Woman, but like a fierce Hanni- 
bal.,, provided and perform'd whatſoever was 
neceſlary and convenient againſt , the Romans, 
After ſeveral Skirmiſhes and ſmaller Encoun- 
ters, both; Parties came to- a General Batcel 
near the City of Emeſa in Syria, which was 
exceeding ſharp -and bloody , and ſo well ma- 
nag'd by Zenobia, that Aurdlian was feveral 
times driven to_ the greateſt Extremities : For 
his Cavalry being ..weary'd out with Fight- 
ing, and grievoully oppreſs'd, began to retreat, 
and, were ready to have turn'd their Backs and 
fled; but being detain'd and encourag'd by their 
Commanders, and conftrain'd to ſtand firm. by 
the.; Footmen , the. Emperor at_ length obtaia'd 
the Victory , and Zevobia eſcap'd by Flight to 
Palmyra. | | I = es 
Aurelian having obtain'd} ſo. ſignal a Vieto- 
ry, enter d Eme/a, and from thence .march'd 
to the. City: Pa/myra , the Metropolis of. Pa!s 
merine in Syria, and - Zenobia's principal Seat: 
In which March the Soldiers fuſtain'd "great. 
Miſeries and. Difhculties from the Enemy's 
w_ Sos. coatts 
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The Roman Hiſtory. Book IF. 


continual Moleftations ; and the City made 
ſuch brave and noble Reſiſtance , that they 
were miſerably harraſs'd and diſtreſs'd , and 
the Emperor himſelf was often in great Trou- 
ble and Danger. Whereupon Aurehan , deſirous 
to finiſh the War, and thinking to induce Ze- 
obia to yield, by Letter afſur'd Her of her Life, 
and that he wou'd allow' her all her Treaſure , 
Tewels and Money ; and that ſhe ſhou'd live free 
and honourably im any Place or City that the Se- 
nate ſhou'd appoint , and ſtill retain her Right to 
Palmerine. Zenobia inſtead of fabmitting , re- 
turn'd him this Anſwer. No Man but You 
ever demanded That by Writing , which ought only 
to be obtan'd by Valour. You require my Sub- 
miſſion 3 as though you were ignorant that Queen 
Cleopatra choſe Death before the higheſ# Dignity 
under Octavius, We expeff the Perſians ſhortly 
#0 our. Relief 5 and the Saracens and Armemans 
are now ready for our aſſiſtance. And ſimce the 
Banditti of Syria were able alone 10 diforder your 
Army ; all theſe Succours will certainly abate that 
Prefumption of yours , which makes you expect my 
Obedience, and account me already wanquiſht, "This 
haughty Anſwer added to the Emperor's Fury, 


Who immediately order'd the City to be more 


ſtreightly beſieg'd 5; in which 'he obſerv'd fſitch 
Care and Regularity , thar he fail'd in no Part 
or Daty of a compleat General. For by his 
Diligence he intercepted the Perſian Auxiliaries, 


and diſpersd them ;- and had che fame fuc- 


cefs againſt a c oiiderabte Body of Saracew. 
And for the Troops that were on from”4r- 
»enia , by a plauſible Mixture of, Threats and 
Rewards, he:drew *em over to his Service , and 
made *em his Friends ; fo that Zenobia finding wo 
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ſelf deceiv'd in her Supports, and deſpairing of 
preſent Relief, fled from the City upon Drome- 
daries, with ſuch Jewels and Treaſure as the 
ſhortneſs of her time wou'd permit. And tra- 


velling towards Perſia ,- ſhe was overtaken by a Zenobia con. 
ſele& Body of Horſe which Anrelian ſent after $uer'd. 


her, and her City Palmyra, and all her Riches fell 
into his Hands, as likewiſe all the Eafern Pro- 
vinces ſhortly after. The Emperor put the Phi- 
lofopher Longinus to Death, being charg'd with 
indifting Zenobia's Letter; but reſerv'd this Maf- 
culine Queen to be an Ornament'to his intend- 
ed Triumph, who being brought into his Pre- 
ſence, he ſaid, How durſt you , Zenobia , preſ1u7me 
fo inſult over Emperors? To whom ſhe modeſtly 
reply'd, I acknowleds You for Emperor , who know 
how to Conquer; but for Gallienus, Aureolus , 
and the reff, I never took them for Perſons of that 
Drgmty. 

The Emperor Awrel/ian having fimiſh'd this War, 
and eſtabliſh'd the Ea/# in good Order, he re- 
turn'd to Europe with Deſign to march againſt 
Tetricus in Gaul , and ng through Germany, 
he there ſubda'd a People, call'd Carp:; for which 
he was call'd by the Title of Carpiſcrs in Rome. 
Upon which Anrelian ſhew'd great Diſſatisfa- 
ion, that he ſhou'd gain a Surname only by 
that Victory; and therefore caus'd himſelf to be 
calld Gothicus, Sarmaticus, Armenicns , Partbicus, 
Adiabenicns , Germanicus , and Syticus , according 
to the Conqueſts he had already made. Being 
upon his March towards Tetricas , ' he receiv'd 
Intelligence that Zenobia's former SubjeRts , the 
Palmerines, had revolted, having Slain'the Roman 
Governor and the Garifon, and ſet up'a Relation 
of the Queen's, call'd Archelaus for their Prince. 
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This greatly enrag'd Aurelian, who with a Cou- 
rage and Expedition peculiar to himſelf, return'd 
by long Marches into Afia, and arriving in 
Syria , march'd diredtly to Palmyra , which he 
ſoon took , and inflicted the ſevereſt Puniſh- 
ments upon that City, putting to Death Perſons 
of all Ages and Qualities, without leaving a 
living Creature in the Place, And having left 
the City deſolate, and ſeveral others that had 
join'd in the Revolt, he in a few Days return'd 
into Europe; but before he cou'd proceed much 
in his former Deſigns, he was diverted by the 
News from egypr, where a Commander, call'd 
Firmus , caus'd that Kingdom to Revolt, and 
proclaim'd himſelf Emperor according to ſome; 
though others tell us, That he only pretended 
to maintain the Liberties and Priviledges of 
e/£pypt againſt the Roman Power. Upon hear- 


' Ing of this, Aurelian, who for Expedition was a 


Second Fulius Ceſar, return'd a third Time into 
ſia , and from thence march'd. into e-©gypr , 
where with great Labour and Difficulty he re- 
cover'd that important Kingdom, and left it in 
perte&t Peace and Security. About the ſame 
Time, a Commander in Dalmatia, call'd Septi- 
mizs, proclaim'd himſelf Emperor z| but in a ſhort 
time after, his own Soldiers, according to the 
odd Cuſtom of this Age, confpir'd againſt him, 
and {ſlew him. So that now there remain'd no- 
thing for this Emperor to. perform , but to ſup- 
preſs Terricus, Who. held the greateſt Part of the 
/Fe#t,. upon whole Account Aurelian paſs'd with 
the utmoſt: Celerity from egypt into Gaul. This 
War was.very Joubifal in all Mens Opinion, but 
was, ended, contrary to their ExpeRations : For 
Tetricxs having no good Title to the Empire, his 
CL OE TIS 2 © gOKrs 
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Soldiers took the Liberty to become {o diſlolute. 


and preſumptuous, as they prov'd both danger- 
ous and inſupportable; therefore he wilely choſe 
to live a Subject to the Emperor 4urelian, rather 
than to be Emperor to ſuch Subjedts. And 
thereupon he wrote ſecretly to, Aurelian, yield- 


ing himſelf to his Power ; and fo happily or- ,.,,.... 
der d:Afﬀeairs, that the Weſtern Provinces were 10 yields, 


a ſhort. time reduc'd ro the Emperor's Subje- 
ction. | 
Aurelian having now ſucceſsfully eſtabiiſh'd the 
Provinces, and reduc'd them in a great meaſure 
ro their ancient Power and Reputation, by fub- 
duing of Tyrants and Uſurpers, and by repelling 
of foreign and barbarous Nations, with great 
Courage and admirable Expedition ; he refolv'd 
to come to Rowe to triumph for all his Victories; 
which was perform'd with all the imaginable 
Pomp and Solemnity. It wou'd be too tedious 
to enumerate all the Particulars; it 1s ſufficient 
to obſerve, That this was one of .the moſt mag- 
nificent Triumphs that ever was ſolemniz'd in 
Rome, in which were led an infinite Number of 
Priſoners and Captives of all Nations, with vaſt 
Variety of wild Beaſts, as Tygers, Lyons, Bears, 
Ounces, Elephants, Dromedaries, and the like; 
a {urprizing Quantity of Arms taken from the 
Vanquiſh'd, and moſt rich and ſtately Chariots ; 
one of which had belong'd to Odenatus, Zenobia's 
Husband ; another of them was made for her 
ſelf, and another the King of Perſia had preſent- 
ed to the Emperor. Aurel/ian enter'd 1n a partt- 
cular Chariot that belong'd to the King of the 
Geths, drawn by four Stags, and was attended 
by the great Zenobia , and Tetricus and his Son. 


The former was moſt magnificently adorn'd with | 


the 
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the richeſt Tiſſues. and Robes, befet with the 
moſt valuable Jewels, in the Manner of a Prifo- 
ner bound with Chains of Gold; and her un- 
common Beauty , her noble Stature, and her 
Majeſtick Sweetneſs, ſeenr'd to Eclipſe the Luſtre 
and Grandeur of the Emperor himſelf. Arurelian 
was follow 'd by all his viorious Legions, Horſe 
and Foot, in the moſt rich and ſplendid Army , 
with Boughs of Laurel or Palm in their. Hands ; 
in which pompous Manner he enter'd the Capi- 
tol to Sacrifice according to Cuſtom, and from 
thence to the Imperial Palace ; the next Day be- 
ing folemniz'd with all kinds of Sports, Games, 
and Feats, with the Additions of many extraor- 
dinary and uncommon Spectacles. He likxewife 
according to Cuſtom gave many Preſents to the 
People; and contrary to his former Cruelties be- 
fttow'd his Rewards upon his Enemies, making 
Tetricus Governor of Lucania, Calabria, Apulia , 
and Campania, and other Provinces in Italy, and 
conferr'd great Honours both upon Him and his 
Son. And he pave conſiderable Lands and Pol- 
ſeffions to Zenobia , ſufficient to maintain her 
honourably according to her Quality , in which 
ſhe liv'd long after, being highly eſteem'd and 
applauded by all Men, ftill preſerving her an- 
_ Reputation, and the Dignity of her Per- 
ON. 

Aurelian continu'd in Rome for ſome Space in 
Peace and great Proſperity, daily ſhewing ſome 
conſiderable Marks of his Juſtice and Severity, 
as likewiſe his Grandeur and Oftentation. He 
fortifi'd and repair'd the Walls of Rome, and alſo 
enlarg'd them, which was not lawful for any 
Emperor , but only fach as had enlarg'd the 
Bounds of the” Empire ; for which Reafon they 
were 
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were enlarg'd by Aupgaſtus, Nero, and Trajan : 
And Vitor tells us, That he was the firſt Empe- 
ror that wore a Diadem on his Head, and that 
us'd Robes of Gold and precious Stones. He 
was very ſtrict in Matters of Juſtice, and no lefs 
ſevere in puniſhing the Crimes of the Soldiers z 
upon which Account he wrate thus to one of 
his Lieutenants. If you will be a Commander , 
nay, if you expect to live, keep your Soldiers to their 
Duty. I will not hawe a Peaſant wrorg'd im 4 
Chicken , not one Grape taken without his Permiſſion , 
nor a Grain of Salt , or a Drop of Oyl unjuſtly ex« 
affed. I wou'd have the Soldiers enrich'd by the 
Spoils of my Enemies , mot the Tears of my Subjetts ; 
and wou'd have them Chaſt in their Quarters, and 
free from Qaarrels. He caus'd a Soldier 5 who 
had commitred Adultery with his Hoſteſs, to 
have his Feet ty'd to the Tops of two Trees 
forceably bent downwards; which being fud- 
denty let looſe, the Criminal was torn in Pieces, 
and hung upon both Trees in Halves. He 
ſhew'd many laudable Pieces of Severity in 
Matters of Equity and Juſtice, | but did not reſt 
there , for he often practis'd Crueley contrary 
to Equity and Juſtice : And there, inthe midſt 
of his Proſperity , extended to the Innocent 


Chriſtians , againſt whom he drew vp ſeveral The ninth 
Letters and Edidts, deſigning a ſevere Perfecu- general Per- 
tion. But while he was pernfing and: ready to — 


Sign them, a Thunder-bolt from Heaven , or 
Lightning, fell fo near his Perfon , that all Peo- 
ple. judg'd him to be deftroy'd.” This is moft 
commonly reckon'd the ninth general 'Perfecu- 
tion of the Church , which hapned about eigh- 
ceen Years after the beginning of the erghth mn- 
der Valerian ; but it proy'd fo ſmall and.'inton- 
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ſiderable, that many of them reckon'd that un- 
der Adrian in the Number of the ten Perſecy- 


\ tions, and for that Reaſon omitted this. But 


Heaven cruſh'd this Perſecution in the Embrio, 
and puniſh'd the Perſecutor ſhortly. after , while 
he was beginning a new Expedition againſt the 
Perſians. For having put many to Death upon 
flight Occaſions, his principal Secretary, AMene- 
ſhes, began to doubt his own Security, having 
been threatned with Death for ſome Offence 
committed, and knowing him to be punctual 
in his Puniſhments, he conſpir'd againſt him, 
and forg'd a Roll of the Names of ſeveral Per- 
ſons, as though the Emperor had mark'd them 


| for Death, adding his own , and ſome others 


then out of Favour, to make it the more 


plauſible. Upon ſight of which the deluded 


Perſons , - for their own Security immediately 
agreed to deſtroy the Emperor , and reſolving 
upon the Manner of it, as he paſs'd with a ſmall 
Guard from Heraclia in Thrace towards Bizan- 
tium, they ſet upon him, and ſlew him with 
{mall Reſiſtance. Thus fell Yalerins Aureclian , 
the Thirty fifth Emperor of Rome, after a brave 
and active Reign of five Years, wanting twen- 
ty Days; a Prince of extraordinary Abilities in 
War and Action, who did wonderful Service to 
the State, but brought down his own Ruin by 
his Severity and Cruelty ; fo that he is ſaid to 
have been an excellent Phyfitian to the Publick, 
but he took away too much Blood. He dy'd in 
the 1028th Year of the City, 298 Years afcer the 
Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 275 after 
our Saviour's Nativity, 177 after. the laſt of the 
Twelve Cars, and 82 after the publick Sale of 
the Empire by the Soldiers, 

5 TY. The 
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IV. The Vigorous Reign of 4zrelian had fo 
tamed the Infolence of the Armies, -and 'the Pride 
of the People, that after his Death,there was ſuch 
a Calm in the State, that no Uſurpers and Pre- 
tenders preſum'd to appear. Avurelian's Army was 
ſo far from creating a new Emperor, that conſi- 
dering the Dangers and Inconveniencies of raſh 
Elections, they ſent Meſſengers to the Senate , 
to deſire the Fathers to chuſe and nominate an Em- 
veror, and that they wou'd confirm their Determination, 
and readily obey the Per/on. On the other ſide the Se- 
nate modeſtly declin'd it, well knowing the Power 


of the Armies, and ſent Orders for the Soldiers, ts 


nominate and make Choice of a Perſon, and they were 
ready to appove of their A& ; which was alſo refus'd. 
In paſſing and exchanging of Complements , 
there was an Interregnum of about eight Months, 
which was never known ſince the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the State; ' in which ſpace the World 
was without an Emperor , and the Empire wad 
governed by the Senate , and ſuch Officers as 
Aurelian had left. At length overcome by En- 
treaties, and Embaſlies from the Armies, the Se- 
nate made Choice of a worthy Perſon named 
Tacitus ; who before underſtanding their Deſigns, 
retired privately to his Mannor in Campania, for 
two Months , avoiding that Dignity which 
might prove his Ruin. Here he was much ſo- 
licited by the Senate to accept of the Empire, 
which he as vehemently refufed , affirming, Thar 
his Age had made him uncapable of anſwering their 
Expe&tations, In anſwer to which they inſtanced 


ſom: particular Examples of ſeveraloftheEmperors 


whoſucceeded gloriouſly , tho' they began their 
Reigns declining in Years , and by there Impor- 
tunities 
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tunities, and the Neceſlities of the State , they 


Tacitus made Prevailed with him to take the Government up. 


Emperor, 


on him ; which proved to the mighty Joy and 
Satisfation of the Senate and People, and the 
Pretorian Cohorts, Tacitus now being in the 7oth 
Year of his Age , and was a Conſular Perſon, 
but of unknown Lineage and Country. 
Having performed the uſual Solemnities , and 
made bountiful Donatives , he proceeded to the 
Buſineſs of the Government with much Care and 
Reputation , adminiſtring Juſtice with great 
Exactneſfs and Regularity. Several Criminals of 
the late Reign were now puniſhed , particularly 
Menefiheus, whoſe Treaſon being diſcovered, was 
Impaled alive , and his Body thrown to be de- 
voured by wild Beaſts. This Emperor obſerved 
{uch Regularities in his Adminiſtration , that the 
whole Empire remained in Peace and Tranquili- 
ty, Juſtice being in all Places preferv'd without Di- 
fturbance; to which End he made excellent Laws 
and Ordinances , and Aboliſh'd ſeveral Abuſes 
and ill Cuſtoms in Rowe. He follow'd the Ad- 
vice and Council of the Senate: in' all material 
Matters ; and when the Senate denied him the 
Conſulſhip which he endeavour'd for his Bro- 
ther Florian, he with great Calmneſs made An- 
ſwer, The Senate knows beſt whom to chuſe, Hs 
was ſuch an Example of Moderation to others,that 
he wou'd not permit his Empreſs to wear Jewels 
or precious Stones; and was ſo 'Temperate,that he 
never drank above one Pint of Wine in a Day , 
and oftentimes leſs than half chat Quantiey.He 
much honour'd the Memory of good Empe- 
rors, and likewiſe of 7acitus the Hiſtorian, whom 
he call'd his Father , commanding 'his Works to 
be plac'd in every publick Library ——_—_—_ 
-- Us 
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the Empire, and many Copies to be tranſcrib'd 


at the Publick Charge. Having Reign'd abour 


four or five Months , he undertook an Expeditt- 
on againſt the Perſians and Scyrhians in Aſie 3 and 
Marching towards the Eaſt; and arriving at 
Tarſus in Cilicia , partly through theFarigue s of 
his March,and the Grief occaſion'd from Factions, 
and partly from the Infirmities of Age, he was 
thrown into a Fever, which ſhortly after finiſh - 
ed his Life. This was the Death of Tacitus, ac- 
cording to the moſt probable Accounts, being 


| the Thirty-fixth Emperor of Rowe , after he had 


reign'd about fix Months to the general Satif- 
faction of all Men ; a Prince worthily com- 
mended by all the Roman Writers, but his Actions 
not very particularly recorded by any. He dy- 
ed in tho 1029th Year of the City, 276 Years 
after the Birth of our Saviour , and 83 after 
the publick Sale of the- Empire by the Soldiers. 


V. Immediately after the Death of Tacitus , 
the Captains and Commanders drew their Sol- 
diers into the Field ; and withour any former 
Requeſt, Practice or Agreement, began to ſhew, 
how neceſſary it was to make Choice of an Emperor 
who was waliant, honeſt, pious, merciful, wiſe, and 
adorned with all Excellent Qualifications 5 which 
Speech was us'd in man) Parts of the Army. 
Whereupon the Soldiers without any private 
Conferences unanimouſly cry'd out, Le: Probus be 
Emperor Auguſtus ; and immediately he was pro- 
claim'd Emperor with great Acclamations. Bur 
about the ſame time Florian, Brother to the late 
Emperor,took upon him the Empire, which he did 
through the Favour of ſome other Legions , and 
certain Men of the higheſt Rank amongſt them. 
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Florian continu'd not long in this exalted State, 
before he perceiv'd the Intereſt of Probus too power- 
ful for him ; and underſtanding that the Sol- 
diers were ready to abandon him. about two 
Months afcer he had aiſum'd the Title of Empire, 
he follow'd the Example of- Quintillus, and died 
by opening his Veins. Probus before this had writ 
ro the Senate, excuſing himſelf for accepting of” the 
Empire without their Knowledge and Conſent , blam- 
ing the irregular Ations of Florian, which conſtrain'd 
the Army to chuſe him. Upon the Receipt of which, 
his Ele&ion was immediately approv'd and ap- 
plauded by the Senate, who gave him the 'T1- 
tle of Auguſ/us and Pater Patriz', made him Pox- 
tifex Maximus, and inveſted him with 7ribunitial 
Power. Probus was about 69 Years of Age when 
he entr'd upon the Empire 3 and was born of a 
noble Parentage in a City call'd Sirmium in Pan- 
70nia , being brought -up to Wars in his Youth. 
He ſoon became famous for his great Valour and 
Conduc,and perform'd many excellent Pieces of 
Service under Valerian, Gallienus,Claudius and Aurel;- 
an. In attacking of Towns he was frequencly the 
firſt Man upon the Scaling-Ladders, the fir{tchat 
entr'd the Enemics Camp ; and no leſs remarka- 
ble for ſingle Combats and the ſaving of the Lives 
of many Eminent Romans ; for which, and other 
Exploits he was Rewarded with many C:vick 
Crowns, Collars, Bracelets, Lances and Banners, 
with other Ornaments , and Martial Priveleges. 
His Carriage and Conduct in ſeveral Poſts and 
Offices, made him generally be admired , and 
eſteemed by all Men;ſo that his arrival at the Em- 
pire prov'd the univerſal Joy and Satisfaction 


_ of the whole State. 
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Chap. VI. PROBUS XXXVII 


the Eaff, and return'd into Europe and Ttaly 
where he firſt made it his principal Concern 
to levy a powerful Army to match into Gaul, 
which was now over-run by the Germans, who 
poſſeſs'd themſelves . of all the principal Places 
of that + Country, Arriving in Gal, a ſevere 
and bloody War began, che Soldiers on either 
ſide being very Expert and Valiant. Many ſharp 
Battels were fought, one of which continu'd 


 for- two Days, being only. parted by the Dark- 


neſs of the Night; and was continu'd with that - 


Obſtinacy on. both ſides, that che Vitory ſome- 
' times inclin'd to the Romans, and as' often to the 
Germans ; till Probus, by his uncommon Diligence 
and Induftry at laſt prevail'd, and gave them a 
total Overthrow. In this and. other Battels, he 
kill'd no leſs than 400000 of the Enemy, brought 
Nine Kings to Subjetion and Submiſlion , re- 
cover'd 60 of their principal Ciries, and all the 
Lands they had' poſleſs'd, and made many In- 
roads and Devaſtations in their 'own Country : 
For which Victories and Advantages, the Citizens 
of Rome made great Feaſtings and Reoycings, 
and made many folemn Sacrifices and Thankſ(- 
eivings to their Gods, Probus, after theſe grear 
Services and Succeſſes, without any long Tarry- 
ing, march'd with. his Victorious Army into 1/- 
lyricum and Dalmatia, which in a manner were 
over-run by the Sarmatians : And this War was 
no leſs dangerous and- difficule than the laft, by 


reaſon of the Multitudes and Fiercenefs of thoſe - 


Nations. With theſe he fought ſeveral Bartels, 
in all which he ſhew'd himſelf a Wiſe, Hardy, 
and Valiant Commander ; and at length intirely 
ſubdu'd them, clear'd the Roman Provinces, and 
M m ſlew 


Probus being. confirm'd in the Empire by the His Expeaiti 
Senate, eſtabli{}'d all Things in the beſt Order in * 


529 


J3© 


ws 


The Roman' Fiftory.  Book1I. 


flew and took:moſt of them. _ From thence, with 
great Expedition he march'd with his Army into 
Thrace, and further North, with 2 Reſolution to 
make War with the Gorhs 1n;their own Country, 
and revenge the, Wrongs and Infults which: the 
Romans had {o often ſuſtain'd from that Nation. 


Bur the near approach of this Warlike Emperor, 
ſtruck ſo great a Terror, that they immediately 


yielded Obedience, and were: allow'd as Confe- 
derates and Allies of the Roman Empire. Where- 
upon leaving Europe in Peace, he. pals'd over into 
Aſia, with a Defign to make, War with Narſce, 
King of Perfia.and Porthia; and marching through 
the leſler 4/ia, he invaded the Province of Tſauria, 
which, by. Reaſon of its natural Strength, was 
poſſeſs'd by Ulurpers and: Robbers, where. he 
met. with many dangerous Conflicts, . till at aſt 
he ſubdu'd the Province, and divided the greateſt 
Part of it among his old andheft Soldiers. After 
which , | he., march'd into. Syria,,.and the Eaff, 
where he ſubdu'd a. certain People call'd «Blemii, 
who coming out of eA#hiopie, had, pofſeſs'd them- 
ſelves of Part of Arabia and: Fudza. ; Upon. the 
Emperor's approaching ._ the Confines of  Per/za, 
Narſezs, tho' one of the moſt powerful Kings in 
th2 World , immediately ſubmitted, to reſtore 
what he had taken from the. Empire, and to 
ſuch other Articles as, Probus requir'd. | So having 


no Enemy .in the Ez/Z,. the Emperor return'd into: 


Europe 3 and. coming into Thrace, which had 
been much depopwiared, by means of the Raya- 


ges of the Goths, Sarmatians, and other , barbarous 


Nations, he, divided. the, Lands by Lot among 
theſe People, who were now become his Friends, 
according to their humble Requeſts. Theſe were 
of many Tribes and Nations, as Vandals, Goths, 
Eta, and other People,. whoſe Numbers ſo 
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encreasd, that afterwards this Emperor's Con- 
ceflions'to them prov'd very prejudicial: and dan- 


gerous to the Empire. 

At this Time there was a peneral Peace 
thronghour the whole Empire, and no Foreign 
King or Nation durſt attempt an Invaſion ; but 
in a-ſhort time ſome Domeſtick Difturbances were 
rais'd in the Provinces. The firſt was occafion'd 
by - Saturninus, a Valiant and Wile Commander, 
who being ſent to Alexandria in «Apypr, without 
his Knowledge or Imagination, the eA# yptians, 
who were ever. Unquiet and Rebellious, unani- 
mouſly proclaim'd him Emperor ; and fo great 
| was their Obſtinacy ,' that he durſt not openly 
| refuſe them ; | but imagining that' his' Abſence 
trjght appeaſe - the Tamulc, he departed into 
; Fudea, But his own Army joining with the 
; 
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Ap jþtiam Forces, he found himſelf conſtrain'd to 
take' apon him the Title of Emperor ; and tho' 
he did it with many 'Proteſtations of his Inno- Saturninus, 
cent Intentions, yer ſoon after he proceeded with 
great Courage and Reſolution, providing all 
Things neceſſary for the Preſervation of that 
Chara&er he had aſſum'd, rather chufing to be 
Conqueror, than ceafe to be an. Uſurper. Pro- 
'bus the Emperor, perceiving his SncEati. made 
preat/Preparations to ſuppreſs his Power, being 
nota little. apprehenſive of his Condu&, and his 
Soldiers Valour, and paſs'd over into 4/ia, with 
a'very conſiderable Force. A. ſevere and doubt- 
ful War was begun, and ſome Bartels Fought ; 
yet' Probits fought to come to ſome Compoſition 
with Sarurninus, promiſing him Pardon and civil 
Uſage, which he ſeem'd willing to accept ;_ but 
his Soldiers apprehending their own fafety, 'wou'd 
- | not permit him. But'ac length Sarwrninus being 
defeated, he was beſieg'd in a Caſtle, and was 
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there ſlain by the Soldiers againſt the'Emperor's 
Will, who wou'd rather haye pardon'd;him, 'Du- 
ring this Action, two Commanders in Gaul and 
Germany, Ccall'd Bonoſus . and: Proculus, by the Af- 
fiſtance of their Legions and other Forces, re- 
bell'd againſt Probus, and proclain'd themſelves 
Emperors. Bonoſus was as inſatiable a Vaſlal. to 
Bacchus, as Proculuswas to Venus : The former was 
able to drink as much Wine' as ten Men cou'd 
do,without being diſorder'd; and the latter bragg d 
in a Letter, That having taken Priſoners 100 Sar- 
matian Virgins, he depriv'd ten of that Name in one 
Night, and allthe reſt within a Fortnight. But none 
of theſe remarkable Qualities cou'd ſecure them 
againſt the Power. of the Emperor Probus, who 
with great Celerity came down upon them, and 
after ſome conſiderable Conflicts ,- reduc'd them 
to ſuch Extremities, that Bonoſ#s in Deſpair hung 
himſelf ; and Proculus. flying into the. Country, , 
was deliver'd up by the Germans,which compleated 
his Victories. Probus viewing - Bonoſus hang'd up, 


as he had ſaid before, That he was born not to live 


but to drink, heſaid, There hangs @ Bottle, not a. Man. 
After theſe Succeſſes, Probus returns to Rome with 
great Applauſes and Congratulations 3 and now 
the Soldiers and Legions remain'd.ſo quiet, and 


'in ſuch exa&t Obedience, that it grew to a com- 


mon ſaying, That the Mice dare not gnaw for fear 


of Probus. ; 


Probus having happily ſuppreſi'd all Uſurpers 


and Pretenders, and given Peace to the Em- 
Pare, it was generally hop'd, that he might now 
have. repos'd himſelf at Rome, fince _ his Years 


and. Travels requir'd no.lefs; all which was fru- 


ſtrated by Means of thoſe barbarous Nations , 
which by thisEmperor's Allowance were ſetled in 
Thrace, For ſeveral of theſe Gorh and- Vandals, 


finding 


Chap. VI. PROB US XXXVI. 


finding the Emperor often embarraſs'd in Wars 
and Inſurrections, and truſting to their own 
Strengta and Multjtudes , .refolv'd to make no 
longer abode there, but to invade all the Pro- 
vinces of the Empire, ravaging and plundering 
all Parts after a moſt barbarous Manner ; and their 
Numbers were fo great, that no City or Country 
was able to make any conſiderable Reſiſtance. 
Which when the good Emperor had well conſi- 
der'd, concluding that whatſoever he had done 
formerly for the Advantage and Liberty of the 
Empire, was of no effec, if he ſuffer'd this Peſt 
to ſpread it ſelf, he refolv'd again to hazzard his 
Perſon, and March into thoſe Parts which theſe 
People hadinvaded. And becauſe they cou'd not 
March all in one Body, by Reaſon of their Mul- 
titudes, he engaz'd them in ſeveral. Places, in 
which Battels great Numbers were ſlain on either 
Side, and the Emperor himſelf ſometimes woun- 
ded, and' in Danger of Death. Bur at length 
conquering all Difficulties, he diſpers'd all their 
numerous Herds ,'and compelV'd thoſe who e- 
ſcap'd Death' and Captivity, to fly beyond the 
Bounds and Confines of the Roman Dominions. 
After this , Probxs return'd to Rome, and enter'd 


the City 'in a moſt Solemn Triumph , . which 


ſome ſay- was the. laſt that in that Kind was 
known in Rome; and all Perſons Mouths were 
filfd with the Praiſes of this Emperor, having in 
few, Years Time ſuppre{'d. the Germans, the 


 Blewii, the Goths and Vandals, beſides ſeveral Ty- 


rafts and Uſurpers. His Triumph was moſt No- 


ble and Magnificent, being _ accompany'd with 


Soldiers of all Nations, as. well as Caprives, and 
many” famous Commanders, partigularly Diockſi- 
in, Carur, Conſtantiis and Maximian , who were 
afcerwards Emperors, . The Triumph, being fi- 

5 Mk CITRY =D 2M i 2 LOW niſh'd, 
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niſh'd, the next Day according to ancient, cuſtom 
began the Feaſts, Games and Spectacles, in which 
were greater Variety of Huntings and Encoun- 
terings of wild Beaſts, than was ever known be- 
fore. For which purpoſe the Emperor caus'd a 
Circus Maximus, a Mountain and .a large Grove 
of Trees to be fet there, as though they grew na- 
turally. The Place was ſo large and capacious, 
that a thouſand Oftritches were hunted in it, a 
thouſand Staggs, a thouſ.nd Mountain Goats, 
a thouſand wild Boars, a thoufand fallow Deer, 
and other Kinds.of Beaſts; and the People were 
permitred to kill, and take attheir Pleaſure. The 
following Day in the ſameg Place, were let looſe 
a hundred Maned Lions, which filld the Air 
with their Roariogs, a hundred Libyan, and a 
hundred Syr:az Leopards, a bundred I.coneſles , 
and three tiundred Bears. All which were ſuc- 


cceded by great Numbers of Gladiaters,, and | 0- 
ther warlike Exercifes, 


> Armies bad been fo.accuſtomed toPluns | 
der and* Litentiouſneſs. And this caus'd them 
co ſulpeR and fear their Prince,” and to wiſh. for 
his Removal.” 'But what till added' to cheir Ha- 
tred was, that in theſe peaceable Times the Em- 

4 7 s WALES 42 a: de ci gu C1 ! 
eror wou'd not'permit then to be _ idle and, free 
For L abours, Bit emptoy*d them. in many pub= 
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his Soldiers, that their Idlenefs might not. endan- 
cer the State ;' fo Probus, who for Valour: was a 
ſecond Hannibal, for the ſame Reaſon caus'd his 
Soldiers to plant Vineyards throughout Gaw/, the 
Pannonia's and the 1M/ian Hills, Having taken all 
neceſlary Care concerning a peaceable Govern- 
ment, according to the Greatneſs of his Mind, 
he reſoiv'd to March again into the Ea, with a 
Deſgn utterly to deſtroy the Kingdom of the 
Perſians and Parthians ; for now there remain'd no 
other Enemy which he thought able to diſturb 
that Peace which he had eſtabliſh'd in the Em- 
pire. And undertaking this Enterprize with great- 
er Preparations and Vigour, than any before, ſe- 
veral of the Soldiers became uneaſie to be com- 
manded with ſo. much Authority and Diſcipline, 
and fearing too great a Reſtraint of their Licen- 
tious Tempers, they confpir'd his Death ; and ta- 
king a convenient Opportunity, as he march'd 
towards Greece, they ſet violently upon him, and 
deſtroy'd him. Such was the unfortunate Death 
of Prebus, the thirty ſeventh Emperor of Rome, 
in the 75th Year of his Age, after a glorious 
Reign of about-ſix Years and four Months ; a 
ſhort time for ſo many noble Acts and Enterpri- 
zes. He was a Prince of extraordinary Worth 
and Valour , equal to Ayre/ian mn Military Re- 
nown, and exceeding him in courteous Behavi- 
our, and had done infinite Service to the Publick, 
yet was ruin'd by his own indiſcreet, tho' juſt 
Carriage and Behaviour towards his Soldiers. Yet 
his: Army in general had fo great an Eſteem for 


him, that they ereted him a Noble: Monument 


with this Epitaph ; Here lies the Emperor Probus, 
jor. bis Goodneſs quſtly cal 4 PROBUS; of all the 
. barbaraus Nations ' and Uſurpers. a Conquerer, He 
dyd in the 1035th Year of the City, 3oy Years 
a M m 4. after 


The Death * 
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aiter the Settlement of the Empire by Auguſtus, 
282 after our Saviours Nativity, 184 after the 
Jaſt of the twelve Czſars, and 89 after the 
publick Sale of the Empire by the Soldiers. 


VI. The Death of Probus was much lamented 
in the City and Empire, and not a lictle in that 
Army where he fell, which did him many and 
orcat Honours at his Funeral. After which, the 
Soldiers began to conſult about the EleRion of a 
new Emperor, all deſiring to make choice of ſuch 
a Perſon, as neither the Senate nor the other Ar- 
mies, might have juſt Cauſe to obje&t againſt 
him. Aﬀer ſome Conſideration the Majority 
judg'd Carus, whom Probus had made Pretorian 
Prefe&,to be the moſt ſufficient Perſon, as well for 
his worthy Diſcharge of many Offices and Places 
of 'Truſt, as his great Experience in Government; 
and thereupon they Choſe him Emperor, and 
ſwore Obedience to him, to the general Sarisfa- 
&ion of the Army. The Senate were well pleasd 
with the Election of Carus, but out of Fear of 
his vicious Son Carinus, they were unwilling to 
confirm the Election ; but apprehending the Pow- 
er of the Army, and being deſirous of preſer- 
ving that Peace which Probus had eſtabliſhed, they 
at length confenred. I find no certainty as to 
the Age or Family of Carus: Some ſay he was 
by Birth a Da/matian, .and by Deſcent an African ; 
others fay he was born in Rome, and his Father a 
Dalmatian : However he 1s generally accounted a 
Reman; tho? ſtill ſome others make him a Gas! 
and borm at Narbone, Immediately after his E- 
lection and Confirmation , he joyn'd his two 
Sons Carinus and Numerian with him, making them 
ners in the Empire, and giving them equal 
Pawer and Authority with himſelf. Farfwag. B 
| ops Elde 


Ch.VI. CARUS and his two Sons 


Carinus and Nurerian 


Eldeſt, was wicked, diſhoneſt, infolen et, and ad- 
dicted to all Kinds of Vitioufnefs ; on the contra- 
ry Numerian was valiant, wiſe, modeſt andlearned, 
and adorn'd with many Verrues. 

Carus being eſtabliſh'd in the Empire, he firſt 
made a diligent Search after thoſe who had mur- 
der'd Probus, whom he ſeverely puniſh'd ; which, 
together with the Love that Prebus had ſhown ta 


him in his Life, remov'd that Suſpicion which 


ſome conceiv'd of his being conſenting to his 
Death. Having done this, Juſtice, and written 
his ordinary Letters .to the Senate, he March'd 
wh his Army againſt the Sarmatians, who un- 
derſtanding the ' Death of the invincible Probus , 
came down with great Fury into Pannonia, and 
with ſuch Elation and Threatnings, that they 
terrify'd all Ialy and the Empire. Carus after 
ſome skirmiſhes and ſmaller Enterprizes , came 
to a Battel with them, in which he had the Vi- 
ory , ſlew 16000, took 20000 Priſoners, and 
put the reft to Flight. Afrer this Vidtory, he re- 
ceiv'd Advice, that in the Eaj# the Perſians had 
made ſome Attempts upon the Empire ; where- 
fore to effet what Probus had deſign'd, he imme- 
diately march'd that Way, leaving his eldeſt Son 
Carinus the Government of Gaul and Spain, .and 
took Numerian with him ; then proceeded with 
ſuch Power and Vigour, that he immediately 
took all Meſopotamia , without any great Reſi- 
ſtance. About which time Ambaſſadors were 
ſent from the King of Perſia, who finding the old 
Emperor lying upon the Graſs eating 'of black 


Broth and Morſels of Swines-Fleth, he bad the - 


Ambaſſadors tell their young Maſter, If he per- 
TP ſiſted 
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ted in his Obſtinacy , that within # Month all his 
Woods and Fields ſhoud be as bare as his own bald 
Head, which he ſhew'd; offering them. to eat out 
of the Por, it they pleas'd, otherwiſe to depart 
forthwith. Afﬀeer this he march'd with his Army 
up to the very Walls of Cre/iphon,from whence the 
Perſiens Sally d out with a powerful Army, which 
occaſion d-a bloody Battel, wherein Carus became 
Conqueror ; and purſuing his Victory, he thort- 
ly after took the famous Cities of Cre/iphon and 
Seleucia, for which he obtain'd. the Surname. of 
Perſicus. This Emperor was ſo remarkable for 
his Vigour and Experience in War, that it was 
believ'd, if Death had not ſurpriz'd him , he 
wou'd have totally ruin'd the Power of the Per- 
fians ; for at that time they were ingag'd in civil 
Wars. But pafiing with his Army to the Banks 
of the River Tier, through Heat and Travel, he 
fell extreamly Sick; and being laid up in his 
Tent, there hapn'd a terrible Storm of "Thunder 
and Lightning , which fell upon the Emperor's 
Tent, and flew both him and. many others with 
him, after a buſje and painful Reign of: ſomewhat 
above a Year, His Death was by many aſcrib'd 
to. the Divine Vengeance, for endeavouring to 
carry lis. Victories beyond Creſiphon ; becauſe there 
was an..ancient Oracle which forbad the Romans 
to extend their Empire beyond-the Capital City 
of the Per/aans.. | 


After. the: Death of Carus , his youngeſt Son 
Numerian. was by the Army eſteem'dtheir Lord 


and Emperor,. both for his Father's and qwn De- 


ſerts. . /This young Prince greatly lamenting the 


Death of his: Father, broke up his. Camp, and 
beganto retire ; and becauſe his Sorrow and Tears 


had” brought fuch Diſtempers upon his Eyes,that 
| he 
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Carinus and Numerian, 


always allow'd Acceſs to him. Soon after this fa- 
tal Project took Effect,and by him or ſome hired 
Perſon, Numerian. was Slain in his Litter, and the def Nt 
better to conceal the Fact, his Body was left there : merian. 
Then making Report, that the Emperor cou'd not 
endure the Sight of, any Man, they carry'd him 
zad two or three Days, ufing many | Artifices to 
eltabliſh Aper's Intereſt. But as. the dead Body 
began , to be. offenſive by its Smell,-the Treaſon 
was, diſcover &ſooner than Aper expeed ; and 
there was ſuch Sorrow and Confuſign in the Ar- 
my, thar every. Man took up Arms,. and threat- 
ned Revenge co. the: Murderers,,.. In the midit:of 
this 'Fumult, the Soldiers. proceeded to: a new. E- 
lion, and, by.general . Conſent , Diocleſjan was n;,1.gan 
choſen and, ſaluted Emperor;..who was the. prin- choſen Empes 
cipal. Man; in the. Army, and | one of the moſt ror. 
excellent. Commanders in. the Reign -of Prebus, 
being likewiſe Steward to that Emperor, - and Go- 
vernaur of his Houſe-hold. | Niceleſran ſreing hims 
ſelt thus advanc'd, cloathed-himfelf. with the-Im- 
perial Robe, and fat, upon the Tribunal Seaty  * 
_ where. being:faluted: 4ugy#ws ,, he; commanded 
the :Murderers of: Numerian- to beiproducgd 5.and 
immediately 4per was brought before him, a0 F 
4 | cg 


f he could nox endure to behold the Light, he caus'd | 
+ | himfelf ro be carry'd in a cloſe Litter, ſo that 8 
y he could not be ſeen. But as ambition is the | 
6 moſt violent of. all. Paſlions, ſo his. Father-in-law : 
\ || 4per, a Perfon of great Authority, forgetting his F 
. | Duty to his Soveraign, anil . his Affe&ion to his - 
" | Sor-in-law, refolv'd to aſfaflinate him , and by '8 
; | Means of his Wealth and Friends to obtain the { 
e | Empire for himfelf; which he thought might | 

caltiy be effected without Suſpicion, fince he was 1 
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the Sight of whom, Diocleſian deſcended from hi 
Seat and Slew him with his own Hand and 
'Sword, ſaying, Now I have kill'd the Boar,  andfu. 
fil'd the Predittion of my future Empire. Art the 
fame' time he commanded all the Accomplice 
and Afociates of Aper to be executed ; puniſhing 
to the utmoſt the Murther of the good Num- 
rian. 

During theſe remarkable Tranſactions, Caring 
the Surviving Son of Cars, continu'd in his Go- 
vernment in Gaal, giving himſelf to: all Kind 
of Luxury and Debauchery; by which he became 
odious to all Men, and likewiſe to his Father be- 
fore his Death, fo that he deſign'd to have de- 
priv'd him of the Empire. He marry'd and di- 
vorc'd nine Wives, and remov'd all good and 
vertuous Men from his Preſence and Converſati- 
on ; but the Death of his Father and Brother, 
together with the Election of Diocleſian, a little 
rous'd him from his Vices. And: being naturally 
bold, and of a good Courage, he levy'd what 
Forces he could, and made great Preparations a- 
gainlt Diocleſian, hoping to remain ſole Emperor at 


| laff. Upon Noticeof which, Diocleſian with great 


Expedition march'd with his Forces trom the Ef 
towards Gaul; and both Armies meeting in Mz, 
there began a bloody War between. theſe Rivals 
for the Univerſe. - But- this laſted 'not long, for 
in a few Days ſeveral Skirmiſhes hapn'd; and Cari- 
71s was once worlted by Diocleſian; and then over- 
thrown in a general Battel ; and ſoon after was 
flain by a Tribune or Colonel of his own Army, 
whoſe - Wife he: had formerly abns'd : By which 


Means: Diorle/zan-remain'd ſole Lord of the Re - 
- wan Empire. ' Thus dy'd the laſt of the three 


Conternporary- Emperors, Carw and his two Sons, 
which all -together make up the thirty eighth-Em- 
09 -. Mid S10190 190010 2,48, 35 - '-peror 
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/ peror of Rome, and a Reign of about two Yeats, 

ics: | or Jomewhat more. Carinus dy'd- in the 116374 
- || Year of the City, and the 2847b Year of 'our 


ing 
nm. Lord. ; $261 | 
"a VII. Thus all Things contributed to. the 'Ad- 4. D. 284. 
5. | vancement of Djocleſran, who: was 'born in Dal- Diocleſian 
LNper Or. 


i& | 7#4tia, of an obſcure Parentage, being, according 
to ſome, the Son of a Notary, and . of a Bond- 


ez. | Man, according to. others. |. The Name both of 
| bis Mother, and; the Town. of (his! Birth was 


1; | Dioclea, whence he was calld Djccles, till hecame 
1 © be Emperor, and then converting a! Greex 
Name into a. Roman. Form,' hei nam'd himſelf 
Diccleſian. He had-paſs'd through many confide- 
rable Offices before. he' arriv'd: at rhe Empire, 
y | which, he diſcharg'd with' much Honour ''and 
Reputation, being remarkable | for his great Cou- 
_ rage- and Sagacity, his quick Wit-and Los 
his profound Cunning and. Policy,” and likewiſe 
© | bis. ; conrumacious ©. Haughrineſs . and Severity. 
| | Diccleſian:beginning to take. upon him the Admi- 
 Þ niſtraction of the Government, he receiv'd Intelli- 
« | gence, that an infinite number of Labourers-and 
. © Peaſants in Gaul had made a dangerous Jn- ; 
ſurre&tion and Rebellion in that Connery, bein 
headed by two Commanders: call'd Amandus ar 
Helianus, But , Diocleſjan accounting that War 
inglorious to. himſelf, ſent a-Valiant Commander 
'Þ againſt theſe Rebels call'd- 2daximzian, whom the 
| had already; made Czſar ; who marching .into 
Gaul, after ſome; great Hazards: and Difficulties, 
ſlew great Numbers, and diſpers'd the reſt, fo 


that in all Places there was Peace and 
| But 
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But other Wars and Uſurpers ariſing, Diocleſian 
judging himſelf -inſufficient xo» manage the ſole 


Charge of the Empire, about the ſecond Year of 


who jojns with his Reign, he took Maximian for his Equal and 


an, 


him Maximi- Companion | in the Empire, ' being a Perſon ad- 


diced to all kinds of Vitiouſneſs and Extortions, 
yet remarkable for his Courage and Boldnefs. 
Theſe two were notwithſtanding happily cemen- 
ted in their Friendfhips, Inclinations, and De- 
figns; and what: is: further obſervable; Maximian 
was not.only -a faithful and loyal Companion in 
the, Empire, but was as reſpe&tiul and obedient to 
Diocleſian as. any Son to his'Father z -{o that they 
govern'd' the'/Empire for many Years in Love and 
Concord, and\obtain'd many-noble Vidories 


;over their; Enemies. © 006 02! . 
....:Not long after. Diocleſiar's.choice- of Maximian, 


the Reman Empire was in. great Danger of. being 
torn in Pieces by ſeveral Wars-and Invalions;* Tn- 
Jurretions and Rebellions, thathappen'd iri many 
Parts:of the. Empire. almoft at the /fame time. 
Achilles ,. 4 Commander in' eApypt:,- began firft 
£0;Rebel ,-- and _ proclaiming: :hinwelf 'Emperor, 
{ciz'd on thar ancient Kingdomy«beitigivery pow- 
.erttl'.and; of great:Anchoriry ci Ih Africk all the 
Legtons 'and--old Soldiers /were drawn "together 
in-a-mutinous and-rapacious'/Manner, and join- 
ing with many Robbers and Inhabitants of thoſe 
Parts , they ſeiz/d:; and enjoy'd-all the Publick 
Rents. and Tfibutes:;- and theſe- for their Conti- 
nuance were:nanrd -Quingentiam, of: Quinquagenari. 
About the fame-time a-principal Commander. in 
Britain, calld Carauſius, Rebell'd, proclaim'd'him- 
felf. Emperor; and poſleſs'd himſelf of that Ifland ; 
and Narſexs, King :of Perſia and Parthia, taking 
Advantage: from: theſe »unſettled Times , began 
a dangerous War upon the Empire, and gg 
: | Mel o- 
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Meſopotamia. One Falian alſo Rebell'd in Traly, 
and endeavour'd _ to make himfe}f Emperor, ;, bur... 
" finding the weakneſs of his Foundation, he ſoon 
afrer {tabb'd himſelf. Diocleſian ſeeing fo any 
Rebellions and Pretenſions to the Empire, as well 
as. Foreign Invaſions, zeſolv'd to ſtrengthen. his 
Intereſt. by the afliſtance of others :therefofe he 
and his Aﬀfociate Maximisn agreed, that*eath. of 
them ſhou'd-nominare © Perſon to be Cz/ar,: and 
their..Succeflor, and "ſuch .a Perſonas ſhou'd be 


> 


able. to defend the Empire,. both againſt. Foreign 

Invaders .as well as Domeſtick Pretenders. And 

thereupon Dzocleſeon made choice'of Galerius DMax- Galerius, and 

mins, ſarnam'd ;, Armentarins ; he” being by Re- 

pore born, of a Cow-herd in, Dacia, but 'was a 

very Valiant and Courageous Commander, yet 

of a moſt ſevere and churliſh Diſpoſition. , Maxi: 

m1an choſe Conſtantine, ſurnam'd Chloxus, "a Perſon Conſtantius, 

very. Vertuous, Wiſe, and Valiant, San of Claudia, 79%: Czlars. 

Niece to the laſt Emperor Claudius, who gain'd 

ſach Advantages oyer the. Gochs. - And to be the 

better afſurd of, their Fidelity, the two Empe= «:/441-11s * 

rors . caus'd,.them to;put away their Wives, and 

to. marry: others ; upon which Con/tartius put away” 

Helen, by whom he” had Conſtantine , eiwards 

Emperar, - and matrry'd'_ Theodoſia, Daughter-in: 

Law, to, Maximian. Aﬀeer this Settlement, the 

buſinels of the Wars and Troubles .was immedi; 

ately divided ' amongſt theſe four, *the ewa Em- 

perors. and the two Cefarg. Diockfian. undertook 

to marcht_into ep yt againſt Achilleus ; and, Maxi- 

man into Africk_ againſt the Quingentiani, © Con- 

ftantius Femain'd ih Gaul to ſupprebs Caranſins, and 

the: Incurſions of ths Northera Nations ; 2nd 
| | Gale- 


r 
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Galerius was ſent into the Eaff againſt Narſeys, 
King of Perſia. Of all which Expeditions, we 
ſhall give ſome lirtle Account, beginning with 

__ the two Emperors. _ | 
675 5. org All neceſſary Preparations being made, Djzcle- 
eu fan march'd into e4pypt, where Achilleus atten- 
ded his Coming with a ftrong and numerous 
Army ; and coming to.a Battel, notwichitanding 
Achilleus made a Valiant Refiſtance, Diocleſian had 
the Vidory. - But the other . ſaving . himſelf by 
Flight, recover'd the City of Alexandria; where 
ſeeking to repair his Loiles, and recruit his Troops, 
he was. cloſely beſieg'd by Diacleſian : And in the 
ſpace of eight Months, which was the continu- 
.-» ance of. the Siege, there /happen'd many Barrels, 
Skirmiſhes, and Encounters ; till at length the 
City was taken' by Force. _ And. Achilleus, by Dio- 
clefran's.Command was condemn'd to be devour'd 
by Lions, 'and other wild Beaſts. And likewiſe 
in all the Kingdom of e4# ypr, this. Emperor in- 
.-... flicted. moſt ſevere and cruel Puniſhments, putting 
many "Thouſands to Death ; not only the Ring- 
leaders and Abettors, but all ſuch as barely ap- 
 . prov'd of this, Rebellion. His. Fellow-Emperor 
of Maximian, 14,4; ian was no leſs ſucceſsful againſt the Quin- 
entiani in Africk, tho' at firſt he had a doubtful 
War with them ; but in a ſhort Time he broke 
their united Power, and. conſtrain'd them to ſue 
for Peace. ', After which.,. he march'd'iato divers 
Parts of Africk, deſtroying the Uſurpers and Rob- 
bers in thoſe Countries ; for which he:was ſur- 
nam'd, Herculews, becauſe Hereules' was principally 
employ'd' in ſuch Exploits. But Diocleſcan: pro- 
ceeded further, and call'd himſelf Jowvias, from 
Tupiter ; and reſted not here 5 but afterwards, 
like Caligula and Domitian, aflun'd the Title of 
Lord, challeng'd Divine Honours , and ſuffer'd 


him- 
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MAXIMIAN | 
himfelf to be ador'd as 'a God : Tho” at the ſame 
Time he is ſid to have carry'd himſelf more like 
a Father than a Tyrant. : 

The Wars manag'd by the two Cz/ars, Cons 
ftantins, and Galerizxs, prov'd not fo proſperous at 


firſt as thoſe of the two Ettperors. Conftantius of Conftantis 
found Carauſins poffels'd of All Brirain, and fo Va- vS 


liant and Politick, that he .colu'd not prevail a- 
gainſt him ; bur” being continvally alarm'd and 
invaded by Inundations of Germans, he was con- 
ſtrain'd to comme to an Accommodation with him. 
So that Carauſrus remain'd ititire Pofleflor of Bri- 
tain fot ſeven Years ; and then was Slain by his 
familiar Companion 4/:4s, who held the Coun- 
try three Years longer. But at length he was 
Overthrown and Slain by a Prztorian Prefect, 
call'd Aſclepiodotus or Aſclepins Dvtus, who recover d 
Britain to the, Empire, after jt had been ten Years 
Uſurp'd by Rebels and Traitors. In the. mean 
time Conſtantivs was employ'd agaitift the Germans, 
and other barbarous Nations, with whom he had 
ſeveral Battels ; in the laſt of which, in one Day, 
he was both Overthrown .and Conqueror : For 
coming to a'general Battel with them in a Morn- 
ing near the City of the Zingones, his Troops 
fought ſo negligently, that they were driven to 
rurn their Backs and fly to the City, together 
with, ger pred himſelf. . But coming to the 
Gates of the City”, he found them faſt fe- 
card ;. and. was. in ſuch Extremicy , that if 
he-had not ſuddenly been drawn up the Walls by 
a Rope, he had been ſlain by the Enemy.  Ha- 
ving thus enter'd. the Ciry, he .call'd the. Soldiers 


/ 
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and of 
Y1US. | 


wy 45 +, 


Gale- 
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; into 'the Kingdota” of Armenia "Which Narſeus 


1 


L 


-sreat Order and Exattnefs, and; wich no leſs Cou- 


'had enter'd, 'with whom .h& began. a Wat with 


_Tage and 'Valour. The two' Atmies approaching, 


"IF * 


'both Generals by niicual Confent joyn'd Batt, 
one being animated with the Reſolution of Pre- 
ſerving, 


7 ,,. (CDIOELESIAN). 
Chap. VI. _. and” XXXIX. 
(MAXIMIAN 2 


ſerving, and the other of Recovering his Ho- 
nour : And the Soldiers having almoſt the ſame 
Intentions , the Batrel prov'd' very ſevere and 
bloody ; but the Rowan Army confiſting of ſe- 
le& and diſciplin'd Men , obrain'd the Victory, 
tho' not without much Danger. and Difficulty. 
Narſeus eſcap'd by Flight, and Galerius purſuing 
the Vidtory, enter'd his Camp, where he took 
the King's Wives, his Children, his Siſters, and 
many of the Nobility” of Perſia, with great 
Riches and Booty, Then marching forwards 
with his Forces,, he Invaded Nar/eus's Country, 
and made great Devaſtations, without meeting 
any Reſiſtance ; fromi whence he repaired to 
Meſopotamia, to wait on Diocleſian, where he was 
receiv'd as in a Triumph, Diocleſian going out to 
meet him, and doing him great Honour. The 
Afairs of the Eaſ# being thus eſtabliſh'd, and the 
Parthians and Per/ians Overthrown, Diocleſian and 
Galerius return'd into Europe and Traly, where they 
were met with great Joy and Satisfaction by Maxi- 
mian and Conſtantius, who likewiſe had been ve- 
ry ſucceſsful in their ſeveral Charges. 

Theſe great Men had now brought Peace and 
Security. to three Parts of the Empire, the Eaft, 
Weſt, and South ; but the Northern Nations 'cou'd 
not be throughly ſubdu'd, as well for their Fierce- 
neſs and Courage, as their frequent withdrawing 
themſelves into Cold, Barren, and Inaccefiible 
Places, Which only chemſelves cou'd endure : 
So that the Roman Commanders judg'd it im- 

offible to paſs any further with cheir Armies, 
Feifving themſelves in chaſing them out of the 
Limits of the Empire 5 tho* they wou'd after- 
| " C->INTA wards 
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Expedition, 


and Triumph. 
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wards return. with greater Fury than at firſt, be- . 


ing continually troublefomand formidable. Now 
the Scythians,, Goths , Sarmatians, Alanes , Carpi , 
Catti , Road , and other barbarous Nations: 
aſſembled - themſelves in incredible Numbers”, 
with Intention to pillage and inhabit more 
fertil Countries, and began: to. make 'dange- 
rous Invaſions again into the Roman Territories j 
againſt which the two Emperors with their two 
Czſars march'd with ſeveral: Armies , diſperſing 
themſelves in ſuch an exa& Manner, that one 
was always ready to alliſt another. Ac lenprh af- 
ter many hazards, Hardſhips, Lofles and Dan- 
gers, they repell'd all thefe barbarous Nations, 
and took innumerable Herds of chem Prifoners ; 
which afterwards being 1et' at Liberty, certain 
depopulated Provinces were given them to inha- 
bit. Drociefran having obtains theſe great Vito- 
ries and Advantages, and having fetled” Peace in 
the Empire by the Induſtry of himſelf and his 
Athſtants was defirous of obtaining the uſual Re- 
ward of great Exploits, and return'd to Rowe , 
which he enter'd in folemn Triumph,together with 
his Collegue Maximian , and their two Cz/ars 
Conſtantias and Galerins, This was in the” {even- 


teenth Year of Dizocleian's Reign, ' and was as mag- 


nificent as ever was ſeen in Rowe; in which was 


ex20s'd an infinite Mak of Treafure of the Spoits 


of the Ezf/,. of eAgypr , and other Nations by 


them Subdu'd : There were many Chariots. full 


of Arms, and of Veſlelsof Gold and Silver, and 


many famous Priſoners, particularly the Wife and 


Children of the King of P&/ia, with many Kings 


and Commanders. of the .4/anes , the Carti, and 


.other Nations. Theſe Wars , which had-. con- 


: 


.tinu'd for many Years, . were exceeding burden- 


fo, to the Riman Empire, as well by Means of 
the 
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the Vaſtneſs of the Armies, as the Exactions and 
Avarice'of the Emperors : However no: Emperor 
ever kept” the - Stato/ in greater Subjefion than 
Diveleftan ; who by his ' remarkable Vigour and 
forttinate Managemenc- of Affairs,” made.himfelt 
obey'd by all People; and even Maximian look'd 
upon -him as his Father, ' and Conffantixs i. and Ga- 
terins as their Lord, his Subjeds not daring.to ap- 
proach him without 'Marks-of Adoration. Where- 
as \i#t was the Cuſtons a former Emperors, 
toallow Petitioners to kifs'their Hands, and ſome- 
times thetr-- Cheeks ;- Dioclefian on the contrary by 
a-publick Edit commanded, that all Men with- 
out Diftta ion, ſhould kiſs his Foot proftrate up- 
or the Earth ; and' for the greater Magniticence, 
he *cans'd his Shoses to. be fet with -Peart , and 
precious Stones of-the greateft Value. 

"Fn the midft of this Peace and:Profperity.,, Dio- 
clean partly froms his Pride and Cruelry, and prin- 
eipally from Ins Superſtitious Zeal to: declining 
Paganiſm, reſolv'd to fuppreſs Chriſtianity, which 
for ſome Years had encreas'd with fuch a Profpe- 
rity, as corrupted many” of its Profeffors. And 77, cnt, -.. 
palling/into 4/ia, to the City Nicomedia, he took neral Pcrjccu- 
an Occtfion from feveral pretended Afﬀeoncs, to *#* _ 
raiſe/a' Perſecution againſt - the (Chriftians, com- + 22-393. 
manding the Chri#;an,Chnrchesto be pult'd down, 
their Bibles to be burnt; the better ſort to be bran- 
ded with Infamy, and the Vulgar to .be mad: 

Shaves. But thefe were-but a Preludium- to what 
facceeded, other Ediets” being publiſh'd , com- 
manding thoſe who refus'd to offer Sacrifice, to 
be expos d to all Kinds of exquiſite Pains. and 
Torments: © This -was the tenth and laft general 
Ss -N'n 3 Perfecu- 
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Perſecution of the Cathalick Church, which be- 
gan in the 19th Year of Diocleſian's Reign, 239 
Years after the firſt under Nero, | 213 after the ſe- 
cond under. Domitian, 196, after the third under 
Trajan, 136 after the fourth under Antoninus Philo- 
ſophas, 1Tor/after the fifth under' Sever, 68. after 
the ſixth under . Maximinus,: 53; after the ſeventh 
under Decizs, 46:after ' the eighth under Valerian, 
.and 28 after the--ninth. under Awreliaz. As this 
was the laſt Perſecution; ſoit was the moſt ſe- 
vere. of all others, like the laſt Efforts of an. ex- 
piring Enemy, who-us'd: all his Strength - to-give 
a parting Blow, | - It-were endleſs and almoſt in- 
credible, to enumerate the Variety of Sufferers and 
Torments ; /it isſufficient to. obſerve in this Place, 
that they. were: Scourg'd/to Death, had their Fleſh 
torn oft: with Pincers, and mangled with broken 
Pots, were' caſt'to Lions, Tigers, and other wild 
Beaſts, were burnt, beheaded, crucify'd; thrown 
into the Sea, torn in Pieces by the diſtorted Boughs 
of Trees, roaſted by gentle Fires,,and Holes made 
in their Bodies for melted Lead to bepour'd into 
their Bowels. © 'This Perſeqution Jaſted ten:Years 
under” Dioclefian, | and' ſome. of 'his Succeſlors,;and 
the incredible Numbers of; Chriſ#:ans that ſuffer'd 
Death and Puniſhment, made them conclude that 
they had cormpleared their Work, and-,in an an- 
cient Inſcription. they tell. ;the. World, That ' they 
had effac d the Name and Superſtition of the Chriſtians, 
and had reſftoi\d.:and' propagated.” the Worſhip; of the 
Gods. But they were fo] much deceiv'd, that this 
haſtned the Deftruftion of Paganiſm, and ſhortly 
after Chriſtianity became. Victorious and 'Trium- 
Frome over all the-Powers and Artifices of, ;Man- 

Not long after the Iſſuing out theſe bloody De- 
crees, Diccleſian return'd to' Rowe to celebrate his 
% CPR 3 PET CY {econd* 
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, an reſign the 
» Empire. 


had reignd. zo; Years, 369 Ageowigy above cigh- 


teens, both, together mal 9 
£ 0 
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» 


this -Reſignation was. wholly caus'd by the. Means 
and Contrivances of Galerizs , who coming to 
Nicomedia ſhortly after a great Sickneſs of the 
Emperor's, threatned him with a Civil War if he 
refus'd torefign, as he had done Maximian before 
and that Dvocleſtan finding himſelf declining in 
Yeags ;and Authority, with many Tears was con- 
ſtrain'd to comply with his Demand. However 
we are aſſur'd by many, that after his Reſignati- 
gn N n 4 | On 


352 
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on his Life was very eafie and pleaſght to him, 
having'retir'd to his, Birth Place” Salong in Dalms- 
tia, where for ſeveral Years . his principal Em- 
ployment was pro we; Garden and an. Or- 
chard, ſaying, That he began now to live, and to 
fee | the Beauty of the Sup. "And 'when afterward 
Maximian , and others erſwaded him'to reaſſnme 
the Empire, he reply'd, That 5f they had ejoy'd 
fo much Eaſe and Quiet as bs, they 204 not bave dj- 
fturb'd him He likewiſe ſhew'd'th2m his Cole- 
Worts in his Garden, and tqld' them, That he took. 
greater Pleaſure in planting or them; than in g0- 
verning the Empire. But notwith tanding this 
eaſie Life, Heavens Vengeance goyertook him at 
laſt in his Death, which was by Poyfon or Mad- 
nefs, or both, tho? he is acknowledgd to hayg 
done infinite Service, as well as'Diskindnefs to 
his Country, for! which he ought to beg 
dedand condemn'd. This Remarkable R 
hapned'in the. ro57th Year of the' City, pl 
Years after the Settlement of the Empire by 1 

guſt us, 304 after our 'Savjont's Nativity, '206' fy 
ter” the 1h of rhe twelve Czfars , and. Iry LA, 
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Chap: VII CONSTANTIUS XL; 


"GALERTUS.” XL. 
CHAP. Vit. 


From . tbe Reſignation of Dioclefian, to the 
. Removal of the . Imperial Seat to, Conftan- 


-'tinople 4y Conſtantine the Great, the for- 


ty firſt Emperor ;..which - was, -the-| great- 
"off Step to the Rain of the Roman Ew 


: 


f 
Containing the. Space of alout 26 Tears. 
L.F'HE: Reſignation, of Diedgias and Maximi- 
J1 
for he; qbtaining. 
gteat. Marks. of-,, 


ofren feen its beſt Blood ſhed 
tic: However we find no 
sfaction in any, all being 


| 48, Was DA yur 17E to the Roman E.m-. 
3 | 


553 


A. D. 
394. 


ready-to acknawledga the two Ce/arc, Conſantims Conftantiue 
and Galea for, Emperars, according to. the par- and Galerius 
ticular {Appointment of _Niecleſian and Maximian, *ade Empe 


Conſtantins was Maxry'd to Theodara, Daughter-in-" 


Law to Maximian; and Galerizs to Valeria, Daugh-. 


ter't@ 1 Dioglefan; ',"The firſt was very Noble by 
Deſcent.,--vertuous .,..valiant , of an affable and 


Merciful Temper 3: | the. latter, was. ignoble , of 


Signal Valour and Courage, but withal Churliſh, 
Incontinene, Cizel, and a-barbarous Perſecutor of 
the: Chriſftions. Notwithſtanding this Diſparity of 
Humoaurs. and Diſpoſitions , Divcle/ian while he 
reign'd; by . his remarkable Mollcy and uncommon 
Management , preſerv'd a conſtant Agreement 
betweeri them ; but after his Reſignation to pre- 


vent all: futurs Conteſts that ought ariſe, they 
| | rcadily 


ri, 
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And divid: readily agreed 'to make a diſtin&t and indepen- 
the Empire 6 Gent Divition of the Empire between them. Con- 


zween them. 


Severus and 
Maximin 


by Galerius. 


ftantirs had the Weſtern Parts of the Empire, name- 
ly Iraly, Sicily, the greateſt Part of Africk, toge- 
ther with Spain, Gaul, Britain and Germany ; and 
Galerins the Eaſtern and the largeſt ſhare, namely, 
Illyricum, Pannonia, Thrace, Macedonia, all the Pro- 


vinces of Greece and the lefler 4fz, togetherwith 
eApypt, Syria, Tudza, and all the Eaf.. : This Di- 
viſion being made, the Goyernment.of ſo.many 
Provinces feem'd too greatia Gharge and Burthen 
to the pacifick Temper of Conſtantius, who chuſing 
rather to govern well than to govern much, freely 
relinquiſh'd the Provinces of A4frick andof Traly to 
Galerius, contenting himſelf with'Gzul;\Spain;Bri- 
rain, and .his Part of Germany. On the other 


Side Galerias finding his Provinees toenerea _ 
It 


the Aﬀairs of - the'Empire burdetiſom,/ahdifh 


to manage with "Security to! hiniſelf, he' made. 
Choice of two Afiſtants, and/created- thensi:Caoi 
made Celars {ars 5 the ohe was Severus, t6*whom' he allotted; 
the Government” of Iraly and” Africk; and theig-! 
ther his Siſter's Son Maximin,' to whom he« gave: 
the Government of the Eaft'in Aſa, refervirg to: 
his own particular Management'al the-Provinces 
that belong'd to Myricum and" Gretce. So that the! 


World was in a Manner govern'd by four Heads, 


Conſtantius and Gaterius Emperors; and Sewerurand' 


Maximin,. Czſars, who were!Depetidents of iGalze- 
he”  SHOLIENY 24 190.3 DAs Os I: 

_ Conſt antius was about* 54 Years of Age when'he 
enter'd upon the- Goverhment,” which: he. ma- 


nag'd to the great Satisfation and-Approbation of 
all Men; preſerving his Provirices tee frob all - 


Kinds of * Wars and Rebellions;- during- his:ſhort 
Reign. -. The” Gals not 'only lov'd* him,” but. al-. 
moſt ador'd him before he was Emperor,for _ 
= | 11s 


Chap.VII. CONSTAN TI1US XL. 
GALERIUS XL. 


his former Adminiſtration, they had eſcap'd the 
Suſpected Policy 'of Diocleſian ,, and the bloody 
Raſhneſs of 'Maximian. His principal Hefire was 
to benefit and inrich his Subjects, ſaying, It was 
better to have the Wealth of the Land diffus d, and'in 
the Hands of Many, than to belock d up in .Princes 
Coffers ; concurring with Trajan, who/ compared 
the Exchequer to the Spleen, the 'great' Growth 
of which caus'd the Limbs to belefſen'd /and weak- 
nd. 'He fo little affected Pomp and Splendor, 
that on Feſtival Days, when he entertain'd ma- 
ny of his Friends, he'generally borrow'd Eurni- 
ture and Plate from other Perfons forthe Uſeof 
his Table: And” being in hisformer Adminiftra- 
tion by Diocleſian's Ambaſſadors reproach'd' for his 


Poverty , he only intimaced+ his Wants to the. 


People, and in a few Hours amaſs d ſuch infinite 
Sunis from their Voluntary ' Contributions, that 
the Ambaſſadors were amaz'd ; he telling them, 
That the Love of 'the People w as' the richeſt and ſureſt 
Treaſure of the Prince. *Aﬀter their Departure, he 
return'd all the Subſidies that were preſented him ; 
_ being by this voluntary Poverty, richer than Dze- 
cleſian, and all the Princes whio were his Partners. 
He was of a mercitn] and generous Temper, and 
much honour'd and favour'd the Chriſtians, not 
permitting any Violence or Injury to be offer'd 
them : However he once policickly*prerended -to 
proſecute them, and commanded all the Officers 
of his Houſhold, who were -Chrift;ans, to change 
their Religion, or to leave their Places ; but when 
ſome of them did fo, he'ſent them away wich 
great Diſprace ,; ſaying, That thoſe who were mot 
true to their God , wou d never be faithful to their 
Prince. © | ; | | 
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T he Romany Fliſtory, Book 1I, 
Conſftantius in the ſecond Year of his Reign re- 
pair'd to Britain, and reſided at Eboracum or York , 


. where falling into ſome Sickneſs, he began to be 


much concern'd for the Safety of his Son Couftan- 
tine, who for ſeveral Years had been kepe ac; the 
Court of Diecleſian, as an honourable Pledge. for 
his. Father's Fidelity, and fince his: Reſignation.in 


that of Galerius in the Eaft. Galerixs hated Comtan- | 
tins, and was jealous of his Son, whom he wou'd | 


have remov'd by. a viglent Death, but he knew 
that the Army admir'd Comfancive, and wou'd re- 
venge it. He fought therefore under Pretence of 
Sports and- Martial Exegcifes. ro have diſpatch'd 
him; buthe was till Preferv'd- by the Hand of 
Providence. His Father had often fent for him, 
and. had been as often deny'd ;; and now in this 
Sickneſs he had renew'd his, ana kan" :. Sothat 
Galerius being aſham'd to deny this reaſonableRe- 
queſt, ſign'd him a Warrane to.go:the next Day, 
xefolving upon fome Artifice to ſtop him in ys 
Jowrney, and prevent his Arrival in Britain, and 
therefore order'd hia to come the next Morning 
eo receive his final Inftructions. But Con/tantme, 
as \fo011 as Galerivs was goneto his Reſt, rook Poſt- 
Horſes: witlh all Speed, and at every Stage where 
he: came, beſides thoſe few he made: uſe of, he 
ham-ficing'd all the Horſes. that, he left behind 
/bim, : Galerius calling for him, the; next Day, and 
1inderſtanding that he was gone the. Night before, 


he \tnmediately commanded ſeveral to . purſue 
-him 5 but hearing ſoon after that the Poſt-Horſes 
-wereall diſabled, he burft out into a violent. Paſ- 
:hon of Rage and Grief, In the mean time Coz- 


Pantine travell'd with: the uemaſt Speed; and ar- 
riving at York, found his Father paſt' Recovery. 
Conſtantius being ask'd which of his Children ſhou'd 


Succeed him, having two Sons by Theodora ; neg- 


lecting 


Chap.VII. Conſtantine the Great. XLI. 
TO Galerivs, &c.” - XL. 


| 1:Qing his ſecond Wife and her Off-ipring, he 
cry'd. aloud, Nene but the pious - Conſtantine ! and. 


ſhortly after expir'd in _ the Arms of this beloved 


Son. This was the Death of Conſtamins  Chlor ns. 


the fortieth Emperor of Rowe, in the 56:h Year 


of his' Age, after he had been Cz/ar about 16 


Years, and Emperor ſomewhat above two ; a 
Prince of great Vertues and Accompliſhments, and 
iafinitely belov'd and lamented by all his Sub- 
Jets. He dy 'd-in the 1059th Year of the City, 
306 Years afrer our Saviour's Nativity, and 24 
before the Removal of the Empire by his Son 


Conſtant ine. 


357 


The Death of 
Conſtantius. 


II. Upon the Deceaſe of the Emperor Conftan- 4. D. 306. 
tins, his Son Conſtantine, now about 36 Years of Conſtantine 


Ape, was. unanimouſly ſaluced Emperor of the 
Feſt, by the joyful Applanſes and Acclamarti- 
ons 'of the Army, upon the Account of his own 
as well as his Father's Merits ; being a Prince of 
moſt promiſing Vertues and Accompliſhments, 
of profound Policy and Capacity, and of no lels 
Modeſty than Magnanimicy. He was born m 
Britain, of Hellen the firſt Wife of Con/tantius, and 
was maity'd to Fauſfta, the Daughter of Maximian, 
who reſfign'd the Empire. with Diocte/ſ#an ; being 
afterwards Surnamed The Great, from his many 
great Adtions and'Exploits. For fome Space he 
contented himſelf with the Name of Czar, not 
immediately afluming the Title of Auguſtus or 
Emperor, expecting the Senior Emperor ſhou'd 
have ſent bim' that, Title, but ia vain: For Ki 
ſoon; as his Image wreath'd with the Imperia 
Laurel; was prefented to Galerius, he was ſo en- 
rag'd, as to condemn both it and the Meſlenger 
V1 ro 


made Emperor. 
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to the Fire, but by his Friends was diſſwaded from 
the Execution. Therefore that he might ſeem 
to allow that voluntarily, which he cou'd notpre- 
vent, he ſent him the Purple, but withal 'made 
Severus Emperor, and gave him only the. Title 


of Ceſar. But Conſtantine ſtood in no need of his 
Approbation to confirm his Title ; ' his Father's de- 


clared Will for his Succeflion, and the univerſal 
Conſent both of the Army and the: whole Weſt, 
put his Right beyond. all Diſpute. © His. Image, 


Maxentins iz according to the Cuſtom of new Emperors, be- 


Rome, »ſurys jHg expos'd in Rome, provoked: the Ambition of 
*he Empire. Maxentius, and taking an Opportunity in the Ab- 
ſence of Severus, whole Government the Preto- 
rian Soldiers hated, he proclaim'd himfelf Empe- 
ror by their Aſſiſtance, and ſome conſiderable Of- 
ficers then in Rowe. He was Son to Maximian by 
Eutropia, an ordinary Woman of Syria, .and was 
very popular among the Soldiers, whom for Re- 
compence he allow'd to commit almoſt all Kinds 
of Outrages and Diſorders in the City. This was 
ſome Surprize to Conſtantine, but a.greater to Ga- 
lerius, who immediately fſent- Severus with all 
Speed towards Rome, to ſuppreſs this new Ulſur- 
per ; and for a further Security, he incourag'd old 
Maximian to reaſſume the Empire, which he wil- 
lingly did, expecting to diſpoiſeſs his Son Maxen- 
tius, and in Time to become ſole Emperor.  Se- 
verus march'd with his Army up to the Walls of 
Rome ; but his Soldiers conſidering againſt whom 
they were to fight, immediately abandon'd him , 
ſo that he was conſtrain'd to fly, and to ſhut him- 
ſelf up with a handful of Men in Ravenna, to a- 
void old Maximian, who under Pretence of af- 
ſiſting his Son, was coming that Way. Finding that 
hecou'd not avoid being deliver'd up, he reſign'd 
his Imperial Purple; which fabmiflion cou'd on- 


ly 
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ly” purchace him an eafie Death, which was by o- 

pemng his Veins. * + The Death of 
"Th the'mean--time old Maximian made uſe of Serverus. 
.all' Methods to regain his former Authority , 

and us'd'' many Perſuaſions to engage his old Part- 

ner Diockſian 11 the ſame Expedition; but all in 

'vain. Nor did he meet: with .betrer Succeſs at 

Rome; for there he 'rais'd ſuch Mifchiefs among 

'the Pretorian Soldiers,” that' he was oblig'd: to fly 

'Iinto Gaal to Conſtantine,” who honourably receiv'd 

him, -as his Father-in-Law, and as. onewho'had + 

been Emperor. © From whence he repaicd:to.Ga-'* | 
lerius, and wasforc'd'to fly a fecond/Time into © 
Gaul, where his' Thoughts were fo fix'd upon 

Rule ' and Empire, that he endeavour'd codeltroy 

his Soni-in-Law Conſtantine. But his Treaſon was 

- ſoon diſcover'd, and flying with ſome Forces in- 

to Marſeilles, he *"was'purſu'd, befieg'd, and itript 

of his Imperial Robes by Con/fantine, who find- 

ing himſelf daily expos'd to new Plots and Con- 

ſpiracies, at- length cou'd allow him no greatec 

Mercy than to let him chuſe his own Death, which 
Latantius tells us was Hanging: A Death which ' 
he had long before Merited by his Cruelties and .,,, ,,,., of 
Barbarities to the Chriſtians and others. In the M;aximian; 
' mean time Galerius, after the Defeat and Death 

of Severus, gather'd together all his Troops, and 

march'd into Italy, againſt Maxentius, reſolving to 

- Tuin” the Inhabirants, and particularly to deſtroy 

-allthe Senate. > But he was ſtopp'd in his furious 

- Career ; for his own Soldiers upon their Approach 

''to* Rome , conſidering the Conſequence of this 

" 'unnatiiral War, began to deſert, and were in a 

© ſtaggering condition'; which threw him into ſuch 

"a Fright, that fearing the Fate of Severus, = 
; Ca 
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caſt himſelf -at his Soldiers Beet, and Servilely 
bege'd, That they won'd net deliver him up to his E- 
#emies; and then march'd away with ſuch Fear 
and Conſternation , that a ſmall Body of Men 
wou'd have been ſufficient to have ruin'd him. 
Infinite Ravages and Outrages were permitted by 
Him, and committed by:his Army in all Parts of 
italy in their March ; fo that in ſtead of being a Re- 


man Emperor, he became the Plunderer of Taly, 


retiring back into his own Diviſion, after he had 
in a Savage Manner deftroy'd the whole Coun- 
try. Not long after his Return to his Province, 


ade Cafur he ſent for old: Diocleſian, before whom he created 
or Emperor by Ticinius Ceſar, of rather Emperor in the Place of 


Galerius. 


Severus deceas'd ; who was Originally the Son of 
a poor Labourer in Dacia, but a very politick 
and excellent Commander. The Preſence of 
Dioclefian was made uſe of to give the greater Au- 
thority to the Choice 3 which notwithſtanding 
gave but ſmallfatisfation to: Maximin in the Eaſt, 
who much envy'd this new Advancement, 
About the fixth Year of his Reign', he was 


viſited with a filthy ard incurable Diſtemper ; 


beginning firſt with an Ulcer and-Impoſtume in 
his Privities, which increaſing, prov'd incredibly 
nauſeous both. to the Sight and Smell ; ſo that all 
the Arts of Phyſicians and Surgeons were uſeleſs 
and ineffeftual. His Diltemper increas'd ſlowly 
and gradually, and afterwards his Thighs were 
over-run with Putrefa&tion,, the Bottom of his 
Belly -confum'd, his Bowels: laid / open, and the 
whole Maſs of his Body turn'd into. att univerſal 


Rottenneſs, which was accompany'd with. infi- 


nite Numbers of Worms and Vermine, and ſuch 
inſupportable Torments , that he often .endea- 
vour'd: to: kill himſelf, and. caus'd ſome. of. his 


- Phyſicians to be ſlain , becauſe their Remedies 


welrG 


F-ASIN-ETot-0--- 


Chap. V1. Conſtantine the Great. XLI. 56 1 | 
Licinius, &c. XELI Y 


were ineffettual. He. languiſh'd; in this Miſery a 

fall Year;'tho' not. in the Extremity. of it; in 

which ſpace he began to reflect upon - his, unjuſt 

Cruelties to the Chriſtians; and in great Haſt con- 

ſulting with Conſtantine; then in Gaul ,, he com- 

manded all Laws | and Edids againſt them to be 

aboliſh'd'; and to that Effect ſent his Letters and 

Decrees into all the Provinces of Greece, and into 

the Eaſt, where Maxitmain was Governour..;., Be- 

ſides which he caus'd. many, Chriſtians tobe. brought 

into! his Preſence,.;whothhe deſir'd. and beſeech'd 

to ' make Supplication;;to. the true, God for, his. 
Health,.and Recovery..;, But.his, Putrefaction ftill 

-increafing, -not long after the Publication: of his 
Edict:;;/he:-breath'd. his:laft, having recommen- The Dearth of I 
ded-his/ Wife -and Son'to Licinius, and put them Galcrius. | 
into his'/Hands. This was the miſerable End of - 
Galerias Maximian, Who in, Conjun@ion: with Con- 
{tantizs., i makes the fortieth Emperor of Rome., 
after:;an impious Reign of - near | 4 Years, tWO 
with;>Coyftantizs,” and/almoſt five with Conſtantine; * 
being:a Prince who had done fome Service, bur 11 
greater.Injury. to: the State,» and by- his barbarous [Ny - 
Ciruelnes tothe Chrians, had drawn down. the 1H! 
peciliar: Vengeance of: Heaven upon his Head: At | | 
his Death-he lefe the[/Empire divided, among four; AB 
Conſtantine, Emperor of, Gaul, Spain, Britain, and i 
Germany ; Licinius, his\Succeſior and, Emperor of 
the! Provinces of Illyricums and , Greece ;, Maximin JE 
Ceſar, and: Governgur, of .4/ia and the! Eaſt ; an IE 
Maxentius, Uſurpes-of I:aly.and Africk. | vi; 


HI. Licinius was now, generally acknowledg'd 4. D. z1r. il. 
Emperor in the, Room,;.of. Galerius, and peacea- Licinius ſuc- js 
bly took upon him: the. ſame Provinces ;,” while ###s Galerius 
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Conſtantine govern'd Gail in his Provinces with 

-great Succels and: Profperity,: tho? ſtill continuing 

1n the Gentile Religion. Having reign'd:;about ix 

Years, he began to: be--highly: concern'd forthe 

Ciry of Rome, which was miſerably appreſsd by 

the- intolerable Outrages -and_ Tnfſolencies,; daily 
committed by - Maxentius;;: and being Solicited. by 

an Embally ſent purpoſely to him by the: Senate 

and People+ of Rome, he- took up. a. Reſolution 

worthy of fo great 'a Mind, .to march againit 

Him, and free the City from the - Tyrannies and 
Conſtantine's Extravagancies of that Uſurper.. He was no ſoon- 
Expedition a= ex engagd in this Expedition, but like. a prudent 
2anj? Max- Man began to think on ſome Afliſtance beyond the 
va if meer Strength andCourage of his Army;and know- 
ing that there were many Deities at that time wor- 
ſhipp'd in-the World, his firft-Care was,” which of 
theſe to: implore as his Protector and tutelar Guar- 
dian. | He obferv'd 'the fatal Miſcarriages of his 
Predecefſors, who had - violently promoted: the 
Maltiplicity of Gods ; and that: notwithſtanding 
:their utmoſt Prote&tions,. their Wars had general- 
ly been -unproſperous;”'and their Ends. unfortu- 
nate and untimely : On the contrary, his Father 
who had acknowledg'd and ador'd only one God, 
had happily ſucceeded - in his Undertaking ; 
upon .Which Conſideration he refolv'd to lay. afide 
'the vulgar Deities, and adhere to the God of his 
Father; to whom he humbly addreſs d: himſelf , 
beſeeching him to make himſelf known to him, 
and afliſt him in this. Expedition. . And Heaven 
heard his Prayer , and anſwer'd in a Manner ſo 
Miraculous, that Ewſebius acknowledges, it wou'd 
not have been credible, if he had nor receiv'd it 
fromthe Emperor's own Mouth,” who folemanly 
ratify'd the Truth of-it with his Oath. -'The Ar- 
my was upon their March, and Conſtantine ſeri- 
ouſly 
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ouſly employ'd in theſe devout Ejaculations,when | 
the Sun declining, there ſuddenly appear'd a Pil- C— 
lar of Light in the Heavens, in the Faſhion of OR 
a Crols, with this Inſcription upon, or about it, 
TOTTQ NIKA, In tha overcome. This was a ſurpri- 
Zing Sight both to Conftantine and his whole Army ; 
and the Commanders.and Officers prompted by 
- their Aruſpices., look'd upon it as an inaufpici- 
ous Omen, portending a very unfortunate Expe- 
dition. - But it madeſuch a happy Impreflion up- 
on the Emperor's Mind, "that being further incou- 
raged by Viſions that Night, he caus'd the next 
Day a Royal Standard to be made likethatwhich 
he had ſeen in the Heavens, and to be born-be- 
fore him in his Wars, as an Enſign of Victory 
and Safety ; After which he conſulted with ſeve- 
ral Chri##ian Biſhops, and by them was inſtructed 
in the principal Points of Chriſtianity , refo]- 
ving at leaſure Hours to peruſe the Holy Scrip- 
cures. 

Conſtantine with great Confidence and Aſſurance 
March'd- through 1aly, with .an Army of about: 
90000 Foot'and 8000 Horſe; and notwithſtand- 
ing/all Oppoſition, he in a ſhort Time advanc'd 
almoſt to the Walls of Rome, incamping. his Ar- 
my ina largePlain before the City. This formi- 

dable Approach ſomewhat rous'd Maxentius, who 
had given himſelf up to Eaſe and Luxury, as well 
as Charms and Inchantments, dividing his Hours 
'berween Pleaſure-and Superſtition. He never 
' went out of the City, and ſeldom out of his Pa- 
hce ; ſo extraordinary lazy, that to remove into 
the Salluftian Gardens, tho' to enjoy afreſh Scene 
of Pleaſure, 'was accounted a Journey , and an 
Expedition, as a certain Orator juſtly jeers him. 
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But now he ſaw himſelf oblig'd to leave the Ci- 
ty, therefor? ply'd the Altars with various Sacri- 


' fices, and commanded the S:byllize, Books to be 


ſearch'd; and the Anſwer brought him , was, 
That this Day the great Enemy of Rowe ſhou'd 
periſh , which he: underſtood of Conſtantine, and 
apply'd the Succeſs to himſelf. So leaving all 


Things in the beſt Poſture, he quitted the City, 


and advanc'd againſt Conſtantine with far morenu- 
merous Forces, his Army conſiſting of 170000 
Foot, and 18000: Horſe, a great Part of which 
being Romans and Italians, and having felt ſo much 
of his Tyranny, defir d nothing more than to 
ſee him fall at the Enemies Foot. .. However the 
Ingagement was fierce and bloody, till Victory 
having hover'd a while, reſted: 'on Conſtantine's 
Side; for the Enemies. Cavalry being routed, the 
whole Army fled, and thinking to eſcape the 


neareſt Way, by a Bridge of Boats, which Max- 


entius had built over the -Tyber, and had contriv'd 
with ſecret Springs and Engines , purpoſely to 
drown Conſtantine it he pais'd that way,were caught 
in their own Snare: . For the Engines giving Way, 


the Boats parted,. and averprefs'd with the Weight 


of | the Company, ſunk to the Bottom of the Ri- 
ver, and axentius himfelt along with them, 
whoſe Body being found, his Head was ftriken off, 
and carry'd upon a Pole before the Army. This 
was the deſerved End of an impious Tyrant and 
Perſecutor, after he had uſurp'd'and' polle(s'd part 
of the'Empire fix Years. eEHoe 2ery: 

\ Conſtantine having obtain'd this noble Victory, 
with no great loſs on his ſide, the 'Senators and 
Peopie of Rome, with their Wives and Children, 
came out of the City to receive: him;. and with 
infinite Acclamations and Applauſes, fiyI'd him 
their Father, their Saviour, and Author of all their 

HaPPine(s. 
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Happineſs. Tn this Manner he was attended into 
Rome,with incredible Joy and Dilatation of Hearr, 
every one reſounding the Praiſes of this Emperor ; 
but he wou'd attribute nothing to his own Pow- 
er or Policy, but all to God alone. . And in the 
right Hand of all the Statues, that were erefted 
to-his Honour by Decree of Senate, he caus'd to 
be engraven the Figure of the Croſs, with the 
ſame Inſcription he had ſeen ia the Heavens ; 
only in one he had an Inſcription, intimating , 


That under the Influence of that Victorious Croſs, Con-. 


{tantine had deliver'd the City from the Yoke of Ty- 
rannical Power, and had reſtor'd to the Senate and 
People of Rome their ancient Splendor and Glory. And 
about this Time, we are told, that he comman- 
ded by publick. Edict, that no Man for the future 
ſhou'd: ſuffer the Death of the Croſs ; which till 
now was lookt upon. as moſt ignominious of all 
others. Setling all Affairs in Peace and good 
Order in the City; and making wiſe and jaſt 
Laws and Ordinances, to ſhow himſelf grateful 
for the Benefit he had receiv'd, he began to be- 
itow many Favours and Gifts upon the Chriſtians, 


gradually building them Churches and Places of 


Prayer, endowing' them with Rents and Means 
for the Maintenance of the Prieſts and Miniſters, 


with Neceſfaries and Ornaments for Divine Ser- 


vice ; all which were done by ſeveral wary Steps 
and Degrees. Shortly. after his. Victory, He and 
Licinius, to whom he marry'd his Siſter Conftantia, 
by, one conſent iflud out their Decrees through 
all the Provinces and Cities of the Empire, com- 
manding that the rind engl ſhou'd be eas'd from 
all Grievances, .made free, and receiv'd into all 
Offices and Places of Authority ; which now fi- 
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niſh'd that great Perſecution begun by Diocleſian , 
which had rag'd in ſeveral Parts of the Empire 
for ten Years. Theſe Decrees ' being ſent into 
the Egft , were likewiſe obey'd'by Maximin, tho' 
much againſt his Inclinations, being a mortal Ha- 
ter of the Chriſtians. Conſtantine was now Lord of 
a large Part of the Empire, having increas'd his 
former Dominions by the Addition of all Iraly, 
Sicily, and the Province -of A4frick; and now 
living in Peace and Proſperity, he made many 
new and advantageous Laws for the Good and 
Peaceof the Publick. © He alſo took great Care 
and Pains to reduceall Arts and Sciences to their 
ancient Perfeftion, highly honouring and encou- 
raging ſuch Maſters as were excellent, who at this 
time were greatly decay'd and diminiſh'd. He 


buſily employ'd himfelf ' in the moſt honourable. 


Exerciſes, being frequently Reading, Writing and 
Indicting, and hearing X Embafttes and GCom- 
laints, which were brought to him from ſeveral 
107 lie and'to all Men he ſhew'd himſelf ve- 
ry affable, mild, courteous and bountiful ; fo that 
his Enemies have been forc'd to acknowledge ma- 
ny Vertues and Excellencies in this Prince. 
Conſtantine \iving in this Profperity , Maximin 


vades the Ems Who govern'd in the Eaft, ſeeing himlelf rich and 


pire. 


powerful, accounted it a Diſhonour to 'him to be 
Inferior to Licinius or Conſtantine ; and'therefore 
aſſuming the Name of Augu{tzs and Emperor,and 
revoking the Privileges granted to the Chriſtians, 
he began to declare himſelf an Enemy, efpecial- 
ly to Licinizs, who. commanded inthe Provinces 
neareſt to his. Andknowing that Licinius was ma- 
king Proviſions againſthim, truſting to the 'Mul- 
titudes of his own Soldiers,he immediately march'd 
towards him, and began a ſevere War both by 
Sea and Land, Aﬀeer ſeveral” Encounters: 'and 


» _—_ Ac —_— SS alc i a a Aa os. ts”. a "& Ms TY F2Y [TY hold Hy Mp4 A A aft ans Þ Pr ft ao. 


Chap. VII. Conſtantine the Great. XLI. $567 


Licinius, ec. XL 


Confliats, they both came to a general Battel, in 
which Maximin's numerous Troops were over- 
thrown, and purſu'd with that Fury,- that moſt 
of them were cut in Pieces, the reſt all yielding 
thernſelves to Licinins. Maximin himſelf eſcaping 
by Flight, immediately chang'd his Habit, to pre- 
vent Diſcovery, till he cou'd arrive at a Place 
of Security. And imagining himſelf to have been 
deluded by his Magicians/and Pagan Prieſts, he 
put many, of them to Death ;, and trying all Me- 
chods to appeaſe the divine.Vengeance, he iflu'd 
out- his Degrees in favour of .che Chriſtians, al- 
lowing them Liberty. to build Churches, and act 
as they thought fit.. Having again levy'd conſi- 
derable Forces, reſolving to try | his Fortunes in 
a {econd Battel, Heaven: was pleas'd to fruſtrate 
all-his- Deſigns by his Death , firſt afflicting him 
with infinite Pains and Torments all over his Bo- 
dy, cauſing'him' to bite his Hands, and to caſt 
himſelf from his Bed to the Floor; and this Tor- 
ment continuing many Days, ſothat he cou'd nei- 


ther eat,drink'nor ſkeap, at length his Eyes ſtarted 


out of this Head, fo that he dy'd raging and in 
Deſpair ;' confefling upon his Death-B 

this was but a juſt Puniſhment upon him for his 
ſpiteful and virulent Proceedings againſt Chriſt and 
his Religion. "This was the juſt and miſerable Death 
of 2 bloody Tyrant, and one of the moſt barba- 
rous Perſecutors of the Church, by which Means 
the Churches in theſe Parts began exceedingly to 
flouriſh, and the Chriſtians for the preſent enjoy'd 
2 very ſerene and proſperous Sabo _ Conſt amtine 
and Licinizs now -remain'd ſole Lords and Empe- 
rors. of the Romay Dominions; only the latrer 
net with ſome Oppoſition in the Eaſt by Valezs , 
F | .Q094 whom 


ed, that all Hs Dear 


þ, 
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whom the Army had made Emperor after the 
Death" of Maximin. But Licinius ſoon put an End 
to his Life and Empire together ; and being in 
full Poſſeſſion of the Eft, he puniſh'd -the In- 
chanters, Sorcerers, and the Miniſters and Inftru- 
ments of Maximin's Cruelty 5 and alſo caus'd' his 
Sons to: be ſlain whom he had madeC-e/ars. Not 
long after this, one Alexander a Commander in, 
Africk rebell'd, and uſurp'd the Name and Autho- 
rity of Emperor; againſt - whom Conſtantine ſent 
an Army trom Rome, which coming to an' En- 
gagement, Alexander was overthrown and ſlain : 
So that the whole Empire now remain'd peace- 
ably under the Command of Conſtantine and Li- 
cinizcs. And tho'the Dignity of -theſe twowere 
equal, yer the Valour and Reputation of Conſtan- 
time was far greater,' and' was-much better belov'd 
and eſteem'd by all Men than Licinizs ; remaining 
moſt commonly in Rowe, adminiſtring Juſtice to 
{5.5 all Men with Wiſdom and Diſcretion, reading 
= - the Holy Scriptures, and daily inriching and pro- 
 pagating the Church of God. '' . 9 It 
Ty P Licinizs who had hitherto diſſembled with Con- 
Prafiices of ſeantine and the World, having now the whole Ea- 
Licinius; fer Empire athis Command, began to ſhew him- 
ſelf in his Moyer Colours, heartily eſpouſing-the 
Cauſe of rhe Pagans, and by a Law expreſly-for- 
bad the Chri/tias 'Bithops to viſit the Houſes - of 
the Gentiles, left "their intimate Converſe might 
promote the Propagation of - Chriſtianity -among 
.them. © Brix not fatisf'd with this, ' he took: ocea- 
fion to ſhew his utmoſt "Malice, ' raiſing: molt 
bloody Perſecurjon | apainſt” the Chriſtians, 'whom 
he rigorotilly purſa'd* with all- poffible Cruelties; 
So that the Ez and Wef; as" Euſebius: obſerves, 
eem'd like Nighc'and | Day;a'dreadful Darkneſs 
over-ſpreading the former, while theJatteren fr 
al 


an wn oe eb Le SIA + rene eifjn th Wd SOS oO Amt; +. AY 2» mim OO HD. 


| Licinius, &c, XLL +. 
all the happy Sun-ſhine of Peace and Proſperity. 


He likewiſe made uſe of ſeveral treacherous Practi- - h 


ces againſt the Perſon of Conſtantine, Whom - he 
both. envy'd and hated, contriving all Methods to 
deſtroy him. In Compaſſion to the Chri/#;ans de- 
plorable Condition, and to chaſtiſe the Monſtrous 
Inconſtancy and Ingratitude of Licinius, as well as 
his horrible Perfidiouſneſs and Hypocrifie, whom 
no Tyes of Blood or Intereft could oblige, 'Con- 
fantine reſolv'd upon an' Expedition againſt him. 
Great Preparations were made on both Sides,” and 
the tewo Emperors and Armies meeting in Pannonia 
near Cybalz, a ſharp Battel was fotight between 
them, where notwithſtanding Licinins made a brave 
Reſiſtance, all his Forces were overthrown,and his 
Camp enter'd, he himſelf flying asfar-as the City 
of Bizantinm, Where to relieve himſelf, and'to 
ſtrengthen his Tritereſt and Authority, he made one 


. of his Commanders call'd Martian, Ceſar, whowas : 


Maſter and Steward of his Houſhold ; and railing 
all the Forces he cou'd, he prepar'd- for a ſecond 
Battle. In the mean time Conftantive, making: his 
Sons Criſps and Conſtantine Ceſars, he feiz'd on the 


Provinces of Dacia, Mzſia, Macedonia, and others . 


in:Ewurope, which were Subjedt to Licinius. Licinins 
_ having now gather'd togerher a conſiderable Army 
 renew(d the War, which prov'd very variable and 

expenſive, till by the. Interceffiorr of his 'Wife'Con- 
{tqntis, and Siſter to Conifantine, a Trice and Peace 
.was, made between them. But through he TN 
and Malice of Licinizs, the War broke out-a' {E- 
cond Time;which was carry'd on: by Sea-and'Land 
with; greater Power, and Fury than ever. ' And 
both thels Emperors and Rivals coming again'toa 
general Batcel, inthe'Province of* ——_- 
; CINTHS 
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 Licinius had withdrawn himſelf, after vaſt Strug« 


The Death of 
Licinins. 


\ 


A, D. 423+ 


lings and Blood-ſhed,”" the ValourofConfantine pre- 
vaitd, and Licininsbei Fore fgfrared, eſcap;d 
by Flight to Nicomed ON, whither Conſtantine Put: 
ſu'd = beſicg'd bim. | Yet 9 "the Vf os of his 
Wife Conſt antia,Conſtantine granted 1im his Life ,uP- 
on Condition he Surrender” him elf,and' agreedto 
lead a private and obſcure Life.” We are told that 
Conſtantine confirm/d ha e Conditions by Oath', 
and ſent Licinius to Theſſalenica; but aft ear fear- 
ing 2 new Rebellion,or rather digg hit aCEtually 
ingag'd,he commanded him to be put to Death, co- 
gether with Martian whom he had made Ceſar: For 
which A Conſtantine was blam'd by ſome Authors, 
andexcus'd by Others. This was the fatal End'of 
Licinius, who wich Conſta Ge may be call'd the 
41/+ Emperor of Ro e ___ a. wicked Reign of 
thirteen Years after the Death of his true Predeceſ- 
ſor Galerias ; being a Prince not only blar'd' for 
his great Inorance in Learning, which' hecall 
a publick Peſt, but alſo juſtly Aw; or with his 
£ux Cruelti ties, Incontinence an nd Avarice. This 
apned in the 18:b Year of the Reigh of Conſtan- 
zine,the 1077th of theCity,and 3234of our Saviour. 


IV. The Defeat and Death of Licinius, gave 
Conftantine full Power and Authority, and made 
him ſole Monarch of the Roman Empire; + his Reign 
being for ſorge.Space attended with an univerſal 
Peace and NE ph I and all Art' ay 
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many extraordinary Benefits, Privileges and Do- 
natives upon the Biſhops and Chart, and LE: 
rally upon all Chriſtians, entirely abolithing al] Laws 
and Edidts, 'that had ever been made to their Pre- 
judice ; and he iſſu'd out ſpecial Edis,command- 
ing that no more Temples ſhou'd be built co the 
Honour of any Pagan God. He alſocommanded 
that in all the Proyinces of the Empire, the Or- 
ders of the Biſhops ſhou'd beexaaly obſerv'd; and 
to ſuch as wanted a Competency for Subſiſtance, 
he aflign'd Goods and Rents to maintain them du- 
ring their Lives. He not only took Care for the 
Chriſtians in the Empire, but us'd fuch Methods by 
his Ambaſſadors and Otherwiſe, that in Per/ia and 
other Countries, they were not oppreſs'd, as for- 
merly ; fo that the Goſpel wasincourag'd and pro; 
pagatd in many Partsof the Wold, by the Means 
and Mechods of this mighty Emperor. Burt in this 
great Proſperity of the Church, its Peace was 
highly diſturb'd, and ics Purity dangerouſly car- 
rupted/by the Errors and Herelies of the famous 
Arius, a Prieft in Alexandria, which-in nine or ten 
Years Time, became:ſo popular and prevalent in 
many Provinces, that 'the "Emperor himſelf was 
oblig'd -to interpoſe, and make uſe of extraordina- 
ry Remedies for this Infection. In order to which, 
he reſolv'd to call in the Afliftance of the whole 
Chriſtian Church ; and.thereupon ifſu'd out his Let- 
ters into all Parts of the Chriftian World, ſummo- 
ning-the Biſhops and -Clergy-to meetatan Appoin- 
red Day at Nice , the Metropolis of Bithynia in 7, þ-f genes 
the lefler A4/ia ; and this was the firſt general Coun- 2! Council as 
cil eſtabliſh'd by human Laws ſince our Saviours Nice. 
Nativity. To this Place repaired about three hun- 4+ P- 325+ 
dred and eighteen Biſhops, beſides an innumerable 
company. of Presbyters and Deacons;together with 
the Emperor himſelf in great Powp3 all which 

| Number, 
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Number ; except about ſeventeen, - unanimouſly - 


Condemned the Herefie of A4rius, 'who'was there- 
upon baniſh'd together withhis Affociates. | 
In the ſame Year Conſtantine conferr'd the Dig- 
nity of Cz{ar upon his Son'Coſtantizs, who! was 
the ſecond he had by Fauſta, and ſent him into 
Gaul to defend that Province againſt the barbarous 
Nations. He likewiſe celebrated his Vicennalia, or 
twentieth Year of his Reign, both at Nicomedia and 
Rome; and- made many new Regularions in the 
Laws and State, reſtraining the Exorbitancies of 
Uſury, and many other Inconveniencies. And 
whereas ſeveral Complaints were made ' againſt his 
Favourites and particular Friends, he publiſ'd an . 
Edict this Year, allowing and inviting any one to 
come freely and accuſe them, promiſing Rewards 
to thoſe who made Good their Accuſations, 
concluding his Edi& with a moſt religious Proteſta- 
tion of his Sincerity, But notwithſtanding his 
worthy Adminiſtration, we are told, that about 
this Time, he did ſome Acts which gave Opportu- 
nity to his Enemies much to blacken his Reputati- 
on ; which were his putting to Death his Son Cr:/- 


Criſpus an# ps,and his Empreſs Fayfta,wich ſome other Friends: 


Fauſta put fo 


Death. 


And theſe, according ' to the moſt probable Ac- 
counts, were occaſion'd firſt by che Emprels's fal- 
ling in Love with her  Sotein-Law Criſps, 'who 
finding his Vertue equal''to his Beauty, -and im- 
pregnable againſt all herSolicitations, partly through 
Rage and ' Diſappointment, /and- partly to ſecure 
the Succeflion of her 'owr'Sons', - accus'd . him 
+ to the Emperor'of Viotence: to: her Honour, and 
 procur'd his Death. But the'!Emperor. ſoon after 
finding out her Treachery;and himſelf notoriouſly 
abus'd, ' commanded herito'be put to.Death;. with 
ſome others that joyn'd: withi her in her .impious 
Projeds. - Some Authors wholly deny _— 
Su an 
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and that Criſpus and Fauſta were ever put to Deathz 
but a greater Number aſſure us that they did ſuffer, 
tho" ſome of them are unfatisfh'd about' the Occa- 
ſion , declaring that the Cauſes were ſecret and 
unknown. Confantize was foon diverted from theſe 
domeſtick Troubles by dangerous Trruptions of the 
Sarmations and. Scythians, againſt whom he made 
great Preparations ; and building a Stone Bridge 
over the, River Danube for his Conveniency, he 
fought ſeveral Battels with theſe People, and re- 
duc'd them, and likewiſe the Gorhs not long after . 
to Obedience. _ | 
| Conſtantine having now reſtor'd perfe&t Peaceand 
Tranquility to the Rowan Empire, took up a Re- 
Aolution. of transferring the 'Seat of the Empire to 
ſome other Place : Whether it was; becauſe he 
was offended at the Afﬀeonts of the People of Rome, 
when at a certain Feſtival he ſpake contemptibly 
of thoſe ſacred Rites, as Zozimus reports it 3 or 
whether, becauſe he wou'd.not honour that Place 
with his Court, which for ſeveral Ages had been 
the chief Stage of Idolatry,” and Scene of Mar- 
tyrdoin and Perſecution ;” or whether, becauſe he 
thought the Eaſtern Parts morerequir'd his Preſence 
to defend them, not only againſt the Incroach- 
ments of the Per/7ans, but' againſt the Inroads of the 
Northern. Nations, which at that time uſually broke 
in about choſe Parts ; or whatſoever elſe the Oc- 
caſion. wis,it was certainly a Policy very fatal and 
unforcunare to the Empire. After many Conful- 
tations, he fixed upon Bizautium, a City of Thrace, 
Sicuated upon the 'fhmus,, or Neck' of the Helleſ- 
ponut, berween Europe and Aſia, a Place which Na- 
ture ſeem'd to have form'd, on purpoſe to-com- 
mand the World. He re-edify'd andenlarg'd this 
City,beautifying it with moſt Stately and Magnifi- 
cent Buildings,and all the feveral Ornaments _— 


» 


Art con'd thvent, or Wealth cou'd purchaſe, or 
any cyrious Piece of Antiquity, which Rowe or 
any other Part cou'd furniſh. He likewiſe endow'd 
It with vaſt Priviſezes and Immunities, peopted 
it with the beſt Families he cou'd draw from Roze, 
or other Places in the Empire; and by a Law en- 
graven upon a Stone Pillar, and plac'd in the Stra- 
tegium, near the Emperor's Statue on Horſeback, 
he commanded. that this City ſhou'd be. call'd 

. NEW-ROME; tho, notwithſtanding this E- 
Conftantine (of > jt retains the Honour of his Name, being 

removes the : : @4} -\Ha Jes Ps 

Imperial Seat Call'd Conſtantinople to this Day. The Foundation 
coBizantium. was laid 1n the 23d Year of his Reign, A.D.328. 
A.D. 330. and finiſhd and dedicated about two Years after ; 
at which Time the Emperor repair'd to it,and fer- 

led.there with all his Court, making, it the Tmpe- 

rialSeat, as was alſo obſerv'd by all his Succeflors. 

This made a great Alteration and different Circu- 

lation in the Body Politick ; for theEmpire which 

before had been declining. by its old Age, .grie- 

voully diſtemper'd by inward Heats and DilſtraQti- 

ons, and labouring under fo vaſt a Bulk and Ple- 

thora as Nature cou'd._ not govern, being forc'd as 

it were by Conſtantine tochange its natural, ſuita- 

ble and native Air, by fo violent an Alteration it 

contracted its Mortal Infirmity. And the Empire 

by this means being ſometimes divided by a Kind 

of Necefliry, it ſo far declin'd, that about 146 

Years after, all the Wefern Parts were torn' in Pie- 

ces and Deſtroy'd by the barbarous Nations, and 
Italy and Rome its ſelf pillag'd and intirely polſeſs'd - 

by the Goths. 2 

*his. great Alteration. of the Removal of the 
Imperial Seat, was made in the 25th Year of this 
Emperor's Reign, and the x084th from the Build- 
ing of Rome, 372 Years after the Beginning of the 
Empire under ins Ceſar, 355 after the full Set- 
tlement 
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dividing it inta four Quarters, over which were 


49 


fog principal Governours call'd Pratorian_ Pre- 
#5 5. Theſe Es 'd 14 Digcefles, each govern'd 


a Vicarius qr, Lieutenant under the Prefects, re- 
ing at the} gercapols of the Dioce6; andthe 
Dioceſles were, divid ed.into, 120 Provinces, each 
= 'd by a Pr efdent x [8c -1ding a at the chief City of the 
Province. In,many.. other Ces, was. an Officer, gall d 


10K; ov 


Defenſor Civ gs. In EaC h.of which, was a Biſhop, 
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every, chief City.of. 2 Þr vince , was at Arch- 
bib «St, chief CiryofaD Dioce Fy Patriarch, 
0 


| Dioceſles were 15. TON 14-4 7 . Britain OW 
gia ad; PR: of Seng Lic edi into J 'Provi 1N- 
ES. 2. Gan  £ontaigin the Modern Frans, part 


of the Line-covlurries ern any and Iraly,. and divided 
into 17 Provinces. 3. Hiſpania,containing the Mo- 
dern Spain, Portugal, and Part of Barbary, and di- 
vided into 7 Provinces. Theſe Three made up 
one of the four Parts'of the Empire, rul'd by that 
Prafect call'd Prefetius-Pretorio Galliarum. 4. Italy, 
containing abour half che Modern Italy, wich part 
of Switzerland,and divided into 7 Provinces. 5, Rome, 
containing the reſt of the Modern T1:aly with the 
Iſlands, and divided into io Provinces, 6. Africa, 
containing the greateſt Part of the Modern Barba- 


7,.and divided into 6 Provinces. Theſe three 


made another of the four Parts of the Empire, and 
ruPd by the Prefe&#us-Pratorio Italiz; to which Pre- 
fefture was afterwards added the Diocelſs of 7. 1!y- 


ricum, containing the Modern Hwnoary, Sclavonia, 
Boſnia, 


new modell'd the Empire, 
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E. Boſnia, Croatia, Dalmatia, withpart of Germa and 
$ "was divided into.7-Provinces/$:  Daca, containh 

E - . "the Modern 774: filoanta, Walathiz: Moldavia, Biſſa 
4 rahia, Servia,' an *pattof” B paris, and divided into 
8 F;Provinces. '9. Macedonia or Greze, - containing 
'J 1C Modern Macedonia, fama, "Canina, Livadia -Mo- 
3 rea, and part Of "Albania, and 'fyided"into feveh 
E Provinces. "Theſe thee made/anocher'of thefour 
L Ts rol'd 'by che Prafe&tu;-Pr, So Brie.” x6. 
4 containing! the Modern Rt -and 
_ Pi 7 Bulgaria, and” divided" nto-s: 'Ptovinces. 
xs SRP.” Pontius,” containing near half 'the Modern” Nz- 
Fo * * Tolia, and divided"inico©r: Provinces. * "x2: bes 
| containing moſt of *the' reſt of *the* Modern 

f zolia, and divided into'11 Provinces. © 13. Th 
=: Ole, containing alt the Modern Soria, the.'F ph 
- Tank, *Diarbeck, with Part of Narolia* and fa A, 
- LS ivided into 15 Provinces. 14. py N: 
== "raintingall theModern Egypr, with Part/of Barbary, 
4 and divided into's Provinces. Thelſefve Diocel- 
Þ _- .. Te madeup'the laſt and greateſt of 'the*four Parts 
Wt -of. the Empire,'and wasgovern q £d the Procfettys- 
_ Pr zrorig ohne eee hens ngye Lys 
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